
 

The Long War Against God: 
Two Nations, Two Kings, and Two Women --  

God Preserves the Royal Line to Messiah 
 

(1 Kings 11, 2 Kings 9-11 & 2 Chronicles 21-24) 
 
Our Theme Verses: 
 
Gen 3:15 And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed 
and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel. 
  
Background for Today: 
 

● For 40 years, Saul reigned over Israel as its King. 
 

● Then David reigned for 40 years.  Finally, David’s son Solomon also 
reigned for 40 years.  

 
● Then, you will remember, Solomon passed his throne to Rehoboam, his 

son but the people increasingly do not follow in the footsteps of their father 
David, but rather in Solomon’s footsteps as he had compromised the faith 
by marrying many foreign and unbelieving women further sowing seeds of 
rebellion.  The character of these generations after Solomon therefore was 
to tolerate evil (idolatry, homosexuality), make alliances with evil nations 
like Egypt, and marry gentile wives who further lead them and the nation 
astray (Jezebel) 

  
● A number of generations pass and this leads us to our story for today, the 

next episode of "The Long War Against God", a story of two nations, two 
Kings and two women who change the course of Israel’s history and 
ensure the preservation of the Royal Line that would eventually lead to the 
promised Seed of the Woman, Israel’s Messiah.  
 
Don’t forget the theme - this is Satan’s Long War Against God.  Satan uses 
every available means to thwart the plan of God.  For that plan will lead to 
his destruction.  And if he can destroy the Royal Line, he has succeeded! 

 
I. A Kingdom Divided (Israel Has Been Corrupted, Its Kings and Its People) 
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● Primarily due to Rehoboam’s failures as king, the twelve tribes of 
Israel then was headed to civil war with a man named Jeroboam 
gathering the support of many in the ten northern tribes.  He 
promised the people relief from the burdens that Solomon and then 
his son Rehoboam had required of the people of Israel for so long. 

 
● In the face of this near civil war, Rehoboam listened to his younger 

advisors instead of the older and wiser elders who had advised his 
father, and when he promised to increase even further the burdens 
that were upon the people, Jeroboam gained the support of those ten 
tribes dividing the northern portion of the kingdom of Israel against 
the two tribes on the south.  So there were now effectively two 
kingdoms, the northern one quickly turning to Canaanite (and 
Egyptian) idolatry and the southern one remaining still, at least 
superfically, largely submissive to the Law of Moses. 

 
● [READ   ] 1 Kings 11:28-31  

28 And the man Jeroboam was a mighty man of valour: and Solomon 
seeing the young man that he was industrious, he made him ruler over all 
the charge of the house of Joseph. 
29 And it came to pass at that time when Jeroboam went out of 
Jerusalem, that the prophet Ahijah the Shilonite found him in the way; and 
he had clad himself with a new garment; and they two were alone in the 
field: 
30 And Ahijah caught the new garment that was on him, and rent it in 
twelve pieces: 
31 And he said to Jeroboam, Take thee ten pieces: for thus saith the 
LORD, the God of Israel, Behold, I will rend the kingdom out of the hand of 
Solomon, and will give ten tribes to thee: 

 
● 1 Kings 14:7-10  

7 Go, tell Jeroboam, Thus saith the LORD God of Israel, Forasmuch as I 
exalted thee from among the people, and made thee prince over my 
people Israel, 
8 And rent the kingdom away from the house of David, and gave it thee: 
and yet thou hast not been as my servant David, who kept my 
commandments, and who followed me with all his heart, to do that only 
which was right in mine eyes; 
9 But hast done evil above all that were before thee: for thou hast gone 
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and made thee other gods, and molten images, to provoke me to anger, 
and hast cast me behind thy back: 
10 Therefore, behold, I will bring evil upon the house of Jeroboam, and will 
cut off from Jeroboam him that pisseth against the wall, and him that is 
shut up and left in Israel, and will take away the remnant of the house of 
Jeroboam, as a man taketh away dung, till it be all gone. 

 
● So The Lord raised up Jeroboam but also foretold how his evil would 

further corrupt the people and would bring great destruction on the 
nation.  It is no wonder that God’s chosen nation would go so far into 
evil under Jeroboam and sons with their parallels in the southern 
kingdom.  Nevertheless, we are probably amazed every time we read 
this history lesson. 

 
II. Two Kings (Rehoboam & Jeroboam) and Their Posterity: 

 
A. Through Jeroboam (The Ten Tribes, the Northern Kingdom) 

● King Nadab (evil) 
● King Baasha (evil) 
● King Elah (evil) 
● King Zimri (evil) 
● King Omri (evil) 
● King Ahab (evil, evil, evil) (marries Jezebel) 

 
○ 1 Kings 16:23-26  

23 In the thirty and first year of Asa king of Judah began 
Omri to reign over Israel, twelve years: six years reigned he 
in Tirzah. 
24 And he bought the hill Samaria of Shemer for two talents 
of silver, and built on the hill, and called the name of the city 
which he built, after the name of Shemer, owner of the hill, 
Samaria. 
25 But Omri wrought evil in the eyes of the LORD, and 
did worse than all that were before him. 
26 For he walked in all the way of Jeroboam the son of 
Nebat, and in his sin wherewith he made Israel to sin, to 
provoke the LORD God of Israel to anger with their 
vanities. 
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○ Ahab and Jezebel have a daughter, Athaliah, who then 
marries Jehosaphat’s son,  King Joram 

● King Jehoram (evil, evil evil) - kills all of Jehoshaphat’s sons 
except Joram. 

 
B. Through Rehoboam (The Two Tribes, the Southern Kingdom) 

● King Abijam (succeeds Rehoboam) - evil 
● King Asa - evil 
● King Jehosophat (200 years from Solomon’s death) - righteous 

- 2 Chron. 19:2-4; 22:9 But he entered into a treaty with Ahab, 
and  consequently, married his son, Joram, to Ahab’s 
daughter!! 

○ 2 Chron. 17:3-10 (his righteous reign) 
3 And the LORD was with Jehoshaphat, because he walked 
in the first ways of his father David, and sought not unto 
Baalim; 
4 But sought to the LORD God of his father, and walked in 
his commandments, and not after the doings of Israel. 
5 Therefore the LORD stablished the kingdom in his hand; 
and all Judah brought to Jehoshaphat presents; and he had 
riches and honour in abundance. 
6 And his heart was lifted up in the ways of the LORD: 
moreover he took away the high places and groves out of 
Judah. 
7 Also in the third year of his reign he sent to his princes, 
even to Benhail, and to Obadiah, and to Zechariah, and to 
Nethaneel, and to Michaiah, to teach in the cities of Judah. 
8 And with them he sent Levites, even Shemaiah, and 
Nethaniah, and Zebadiah, and Asahel, and Shemiramoth, 
and Jehonathan, and Adonijah, and Tobijah, and 
Tobadonijah, Levites; and with them Elishama and Jehoram, 
priests. 
9 And they taught in Judah, and had the book of the law of 
the LORD with them, and went about throughout all the cities 
of Judah, and taught the people. 
10 ¶ And the fear of the LORD fell upon all the kingdoms of 
the lands that were round about Judah, so that they made no 
war against Jehoshaphat. {but the alliances brought about 
his failure in the end, in that he compromised with the 
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world) 
 

● King Joram (Jehoram) - his daughter, Jehosheba, was wife to 
the high priest Jehoiada - resetablishes the worship of Baal 
and made the daughters of the people temple prostitutes 

 
III. Finally, A Righteous King is Raised up by the Lord God: 

 
The scene is now set for our study today.  God has often intersected with 
human history in his sovereignty to accomplish his mighty plan of 
redemption.  And so he does here.  To summarize, . . . 
 

● King Joram (marries Athaliah, daughter of Ahab & Jezebel!) and kills 
all of his brothers (2 Chron. 21:4)  even considering 2 Chron. 17:1); 
the Arabian slaughter killed all the rest of his brothers  
(2 Chron. 21:17 & 22:1) -- EXCEPT one, Ahaziah 

● King Ahaziah (and when he died, his mother killed “all the seed 
royal” - 2 Chron. 22:10 - But Joash alone was preserved 

● King Joash was preserved by the priest and his wife (2 Chron. 23:3) 
 

● [READ   ] 2 Chron. 22:10-12  
10 But when Athaliah the mother of Ahaziah saw that her son was dead, 
she arose and destroyed all the seed royal of the house of Judah. 
11 But Jehoshabeath, the daughter of the king, took Joash the son of 
Ahaziah, and stole him from among the king's sons that were slain, and 
put him and his nurse in a bedchamber. So Jehoshabeath, the daughter of 
king Jehoram, the wife of Jehoiada the priest, (for she was the sister of 
Ahaziah,) hid him from Athaliah, so that she slew him not. 
12 And he was with them hid in the house of God six years: and Athaliah 
reigned over the land. 
 

● 2 Chron. 23:3-21  
3 And all the congregation made a covenant with the king in the house of 
God. And he said unto them, Behold, the king's son shall reign, as the 
LORD hath said of the sons of David. 
4 This is the thing that ye shall do; A third part of you entering on the 
sabbath, of the priests and of the Levites, shall be porters of the doors; 
5 And a third part shall be at the king's house; and a third part at the gate 
of the foundation: and all the people shall be in the courts of the house of 
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the LORD. 
6 But let none come into the house of the LORD, save the priests, and 
they that minister of the Levites; they shall go in, for they are holy: but all 
the people shall keep the watch of the LORD. 
7 And the Levites shall compass the king round about, every man with his 
weapons in his hand; and whosoever else cometh into the house, he shall 
be put to death: but be ye with the king when he cometh in, and when he 
goeth out. 
8 So the Levites and all Judah did according to all things that Jehoiada the 
priest had commanded, and took every man his men that were to come in 
on the sabbath, with them that were to go out on the sabbath: for Jehoiada 
the priest dismissed not the courses. 
9 Moreover Jehoiada the priest delivered to the captains of hundreds 
spears, and bucklers, and shields, that had been king David's, which were 
in the house of God. 
10 And he set all the people, every man having his weapon in his hand, 
from the right side of the temple to the left side of the temple, along by the 
altar and the temple, by the king round about. 
11 Then they brought out the king's son, and put upon him the crown, and 
gave him the testimony, and made him king. And Jehoiada and his sons 
anointed him, and said, God save the king. 
12 Now when Athaliah heard the noise of the people running and praising 
the king, she came to the people into the house of the LORD: 
13 And she looked, and, behold, the king stood at his pillar at the entering 
in, and the princes and the trumpets by the king: and all the people of the 
land rejoiced, and sounded with trumpets, also the singers with 
instruments of musick, and such as taught to sing praise. Then Athaliah 
rent her clothes, and said, Treason, Treason. 
14 Then Jehoiada the priest brought out the captains of hundreds that 
were set over the host, and said unto them, Have her forth of the ranges: 
and whoso followeth her, let him be slain with the sword. For the priest 
said, Slay her not in the house of the LORD. 
15 So they laid hands on her; and when she was come to the entering of 
the horse gate by the king's house, they slew her there. 
16 And Jehoiada made a covenant between him, and between all the 
people, and between the king, that they should be the LORD'S people. 
17 Then all the people went to the house of Baal, and brake it down, and 
brake his altars and his images in pieces, and slew Mattan the priest of 
Baal before the altars. 
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18 Also Jehoiada appointed the offices of the house of the LORD by the 
hand of the priests the Levites, whom David had distributed in the house 
of the LORD, to offer the burnt offerings of the LORD, as it is written in the 
law of Moses, with rejoicing and with singing, as it was ordained by David. 
19 And he set the porters at the gates of the house of the LORD, that 
none which was unclean in any thing should enter in. 
20 And he took the captains of hundreds, and the nobles, and the 
governors of the people, and all the people of the land, and brought down 
the king from the house of the LORD: and they came through the high 
gate into the king's house, and set the king upon the throne of the 
kingdom. 
21 And all the people of the land rejoiced: and the city was quiet, after that 
they had slain Athaliah with the sword. 

 
Conclusions / Application: 
 

● This portion of the recorded history of the nation of Israel is so compelling 
-- and so comforting.  Even when all hope is lost that God’s promises will 
be kept, even when Satan has seemed so victorious on so many fronts in 
this long war, even  . . .  it has always been the Lord god who was the 
victor.  It was his work, not mankind’s. 

 
● And God uses weakness and human failure to accomplish his great and 

eternal purpose.  Here it was a priest and his wife. 
  

● It would be easy to conclude that Satan has won at many points in the 
history.  But the story had not finished and the victory, thought won, was in 
the end lost by Satan and his league of both spiritual and human 
accomplices, to the mighty hand and work of the Lord God.  The Royal Line 
to the Seed of the Woman and Messiah, our Lord Jesus Christ, was 
preserved! 

 
● Be encouraged, Saints!  The battle is not over.  The victory will be his -- and 

ours.  1 Cor. 15:57-58 “But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory 
through our Lord Jesus Christ.  Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, 
unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know 
that your labour is not in vain in the Lord.” 
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