
 

The Long War Against God: 
 "Recognizing the Signs of the Times" 

 
 
Introduction: 
 

● We have recently considered the “Woman” prophecied under the image 
of “the Great City Babylon” (Rev. 12 & 17). “Babylon ‘the Great city’” is 
prophecied in the Old Testament to both rise again and to fall again, that 
is, if we interpret scripture literally!  Today we will conclude our study in 
this great book of prophecy, the last book in our Bibles, a book that 
dovetails so perfectly with Daniel’s also very great prophetic book.  Soon 
we plan to return to Daniel to work at finishing up that part of the history 
of the Long War against God as Prophecy has written it, so many 
centuries in advance of God’s perfect timing for the fulfillment of these 
many and detailed foretellings. 

 
● We have asked and answered this key question: What about this city of 

Babylon, and why is it called here by the designation, “a woman”?  In 
Genesis 3, at the very beginning of this book, we found the original 
prophecy and that regarding quite a different “woman” indeed, the one 
who would be the progenitor of all of mankind, but more profoundly (and 
most blessedly, for us who are saved), of the prophecied Seed of the 
Woman, Israel’s Messiah and our savior, the Lord Jesus Christ: 

 
○ Gen. 3:15 And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and 

between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt 
bruise his heel. 

 
● Now, it has always been God’s work to reveal his workings to those who 

might seek to know of him who is the creator and the redeemer and to 
therefore take note of what he has revealed.  And we saw how he did that 
even before he gave to Israel the written word through his servant Moses. 
In fact, as we also have recently seen, God had also given a great 
revelation in the “heavens” (Rev. 12:1-6; Ps. 19:1-6; 147:4  [“He telleth the 
number of the stars; he calleth them all by [their] names.”];  Is. 40:26, 
Romans 1 & 10.  

 
● So, just as both the written revelation of God regarding the Seed of the 

1 



 

Woman, and the starry revelation in the heavens revealed God’s chosen 
Woman and her Seed, satan, as always, worked (and works) to create a 
counterfeit of God’s plan for the woman and her seed as it had been 
revealed.  

 
● The necessary conclusion to draw from all of this is that just as satan 

corrupted the message in the heavens and astrology was the result, he 
also corrupted the message on earth with “new age” doctrines including 
beasts and false prophets and antichrists accompanied by miracles and 
signs able nearly to convince even the elect they are so subtle.  We 
should not be surprised therefore that the Lord’s many prophecies 
regarding the coming kingdom of God on earth will therefore be 
counterfeited by this also foretold “new age” kingdom which is called 
here in Revelation 17:5 “MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER 
OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.” 

 
● We then considered how these prophetic details found in Revelation 

correspond precisely with what was written in the Old Testament.  We 
looked at some verses from the prophecies of Isaiah and Jeremiah and 
compared them with their corresponding verses in Rev. 17 & 18.  The 
most significant of many were found in Is. 13 & 47, Jer. 51, Rev. 17 & 18. 
For our review, let’s look again at only one:  
 

Is. 47:5-9 
5 Sit thou silent, and get thee 
into darkness, O daughter of 
the Chaldeans: for thou shalt 
no more be called, The lady 
of kingdoms. 
6 I was wroth with my people, 
I have polluted mine 
inheritance, and given them 
into thine hand: thou didst 
shew them no mercy; upon 
the ancient hast thou very 
heavily laid thy yoke. 
7 And thou saidst, I shall be a 
lady for ever: [so] that thou 
didst not lay these [things] to 
thy heart, neither didst 
remember the latter end of it. 

Rev. 17:18 
And the woman which thou 
sawest is that great city, 
which reigneth over the 
kings of the earth. 
 
Rev. 18:7-8 
7 How much she hath 
glorified herself, and lived 
deliciously, so much torment 
and sorrow give her: for she 
saith in her heart, I sit a 
queen, and am no widow, 
and shall see no sorrow. 
8 Therefore shall her plagues 
come in one day, death, and 
mourning, and famine; and 
she shall be utterly burned 
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8 Therefore hear now this, 
[thou that art] given to 
pleasures, that dwellest 
carelessly, that sayest in 
thine heart, I [am], and none 
else beside me; I shall not sit 
[as] a widow, neither shall I 
know the loss of children: 
9 But these two things shall 
come to thee in a moment in 
one day, the loss of children, 
and widowhood: they shall 
come upon thee in their 
perfection for the multitude 
of thy sorceries, and for the 
great abundance of thine 
enchantments. 

with fire: for strong [is] the 
Lord God who judgeth her. 
 
 

 
● These many and clear parallels force us to conclude that the “city” 

Babylon (called here in chapter 17, “MYSTERY BABYLON, THE 
MOTHER OF HARLOTS”) MUST BE THE VERY CENTER OF FOCUS 
IN THE LATTER HALF OF THE GREAT TRIBULATION AND THAT 
THEREFORE AN EARTHY CITY AGAIN NAMED “BABYLON” MUST 
BE BUILT in the last days.  In other words, these prophecies MUST 
BE LITERALLY FULFILLED!  No other reasonable interpretation 
matches the facts as the detailed accounts of scripture demand.  

 
● Finally, these many details repeatedly given for emphasis will be 

critically important for the people of God who will live in the future 
time when they must know what is happening that they might in 
total obedience “endure to the end.”  This argues strongly against 
any kind of non-literal or “allegorical” interpretation for that can 
never provide the people of God with what they will need at that 
time, that they might endure to the end and NOT RECEIVE THAT 
MARK that would prove their doom as so many scriptures confirm. 
They are literally to be understood because otherwise there is no 
way they could be looking for these “signs”. 
 
Today we shall consider these “signs” in detail as revealed in the 
Book of Revelation and see how satan’s working though them will 
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progress during the second half of the Tribulation Period. 
 

I. The Signs of the Times in the Great Tribulation: The Mystery Babylon! 
 

● Under the great and terrible heading of “Mystery Babylon” this 
revelation proceeds: 

 
Rev. 17:3-6 
3 So he carried me away in the spirit into the wilderness: and I saw a 
woman sit upon a scarlet coloured beast, full of names of blasphemy, 
having seven heads and ten horns. 
4 And the woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet colour, and decked 
with gold and precious stones and pearls, having a golden cup in her 
hand full of abominations and filthiness of her fornication: 
5 And upon her forehead [was] a name written, MYSTERY, BABYLON THE 
GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE 
EARTH. 
6 And I saw the woman drunken with the blood of the saints, and with the 
blood of the martyrs of Jesus: and when I saw her, I wondered with great 
admiration. 
 

● There are a number of essential details here regarding the 
“Woman”: 

○ She is called a “woman” here and in Rev. 12 and Gen. 3 and 
in many Old Testament prophecies.  But she is identified as a 
“city” and called “Babylon the Great One”.  So though a 
symbol or “foil” linguistically, the meaning is clear: 

 
■ Rev. 14:8  And there followed another angel, saying, 

Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that great city, because she 
made all nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her 
fornication. 

 
■ Rev. 17:18  And the woman which thou sawest is that 

great city, which reigneth over the kings of the earth. 
 

○ She is called “the mother of harlots”, NOT of the “promised 
seed” -- what a contrast! 

○ She is the source of all evils and all blasphemies against the 
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Lord God and his eternal glory. 
○ She is rich beyond compare in this world’s wealth and glory. 
○ She is in constant warfare against the saints. 
○ She even “amazes” the apostle John! 

 
● This is a lot to digest!  The Tribulation saints will surely be enabled 

to recognize the “city” in that day as Daniel said they would (in 
chapter 12). 

 
II. The Signs of the Times in the Great Tribulation: The Developing Crisis  

 
● The coming false christs (or messiah’s) are foretold by our Lord in 

his earthly ministry: 
 

[READ   ] Matt. 24:24 
For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall 
shew great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if [it were] possible, 
they shall deceive the very elect.  See also Mar. 13:22, a parallel 
passage. 

 
● This is such a key verse for our understanding.  It will be through 

“great signs and wonders” that satan will work to deceive the 
world.  Previously it was through these that God confirmed his 
prophets and apostles but now satan would be allowed to work 
these miracles and signs HIMSELF.  How deceptive this would be -- 
without these prophecies revealing this working in advance! 

 
● The method satan will use is what he has often used only it will be 

more extreme this time (and worldwide) with at its very center (are 
you surprised?) signs, wonders and miracles: 

 
[READ   ] Rev. 13:12-15 
12 And he exerciseth all the power of the first beast before him, and 
causeth the earth and them which dwell therein to worship the first 
beast, whose deadly wound was healed. 
13 And he doeth great wonders, so that he maketh fire come down 
from heaven on the earth in the sight of men, 
14 And deceiveth them that dwell on the earth by [the means of] 
those miracles which he had power to do in the sight of the beast; 
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saying to them that dwell on the earth, that they should make an 
image to the beast, which had the wound by a sword, and did live. 
15 And he had power to give life unto the image of the beast, that 
the image of the beast should both speak, and cause that as many 
as would not worship the image of the beast should be killed. 

 
● So the false (pseudo) prophets and false (pseudo) christs or 

“anointed ones” will authenticate themselves by these miraculous 
signs and wonders. 

 
● The critical lesson that MUST BE LEARNED by those living at that 

time (and today, I might add, since the “mystery of lawlessness” is 
already working today!) is this: supernatural power is not limited by 
God to those that work HIS WILL.  Satan has these powers as well 
and can give them to whomever God allows it (such as the false 
prophet and the beast).  Discernment from God and his word is 
required or one cannot properly identify those that are really 
instruments of satan himself impersonating ultimately the Christ 
himself: 

 
○ Rev. 16:14  For they are the spirits of devils, working 

miracles, [which] go forth unto the kings of the earth and of 
the whole world, to gather them to the battle of that great day 
of God Almighty. 

 
○ Rev. 19:20  And the beast was taken, and with him the false 

prophet that wrought miracles before him, with which he 
deceived them that had received the mark of the beast, and 
them that worshipped his image. These both were cast alive into 
a lake of fire burning with brimstone. 

 
● The miracles are then enumerated in some detail: 

 
○ Verse 12: The statement with an illustration: “his deadly (lit. 

“deathly” = “mortal” or “fatal”) wound was healed.” 
  

○ Verse 13: The fire was “from heaven” instead of the rain! 
 

○ Verse 14: The consequence of these miracles is that though 
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mortally wounded by the sword he would “live [again]”.  This 
seems to be resurrection, does it not? 

 
○ Verse 15:  The image of the Beast would be brought to life 

and would both be able ot speak and to act in amazing ways. 
Remember Daniel and Nebuchadnezzar’s image?  This 
contrasts with so many idolatrous images mentioned in the 
Old Testament.  They could not speak or breathe.  See Ps. 
115:5; 135:16-17; Jer. 10:5, for just a few references of many. 

 
● The bottom line here is that in the second half of the Great 

Tribulation Period satan’s power to deceive will be greater than it 
has ever been.  Things assumed to be possible only by the working 
of Almighty God will be counterfeited by satan and by his 
emissaries.  The world will in general be convinced that this is the 
great power of God at work.  

 
III. The Signs of the Times in the Great Tribulation: The Mark and Its Sure 

Consequence 
 

[READ   ] Rev. 13:16-18 
16 And he causeth all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and bond, to 
receive a mark in their right hand, or in their foreheads: 
17 And that no man might buy or sell, save he that had the mark, or the 
name of the beast, or the number of his name. 
18 Here is wisdom. Let him that hath understanding count the number of the 
beast: for it is the number of a man; and his number [is] Six hundred threescore 
[and] six. 

 
● The Jews living in the Great Tribulation are told that they MUST 

NOT RECEIVE THE MARK OF THE BEAST (Rev. 14:9-11; 15:2; 16:2; 
19:20; 20:4).  But the Beast and his servants will require all to 
receive that Mark / Name / Number even against their will. 

 
● This warning is so crystal clear!  It is critical therefore that those 

saints not be enticed by the threats of their many enemies, whether 
earthly or satanically spiritual.  They may starve not being able to 
buy or sell or ultimately martyred as a consequence of refusing the 
Mark, but the Mark and the subtleties of the enemy’s attacks that 
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would lead to taking the mark will require them to identify in detail 
the powers behind what is happening all around them.  These 
details in the Old Testament and here in the new (including in 
Matthew and the other gospels) are clearly given for that purpose. 
If the saints of that day cannot identify those prophecied persons 
and events, then they will not be equipped for the testings they will 
necessarily endure.  How can it be denied that the details of these 
revelations ensure that God’s Elect ARE EQUIPPED FOR THOSE 
CHALLENGES! 

 
● And, to underscore this, as we saw last time, Daniel revealed that at 

the time of the end God would enable “the wise to understand”:  
 

Dan. 12:10   Many shall be purified, and made white, and tried; but the 
wicked shall do wickedly: and none of the wicked shall understand; but 
the wise shall understand. [see also Dan. 12:4] 

 
● Though today there is NO UNDERSTANDING but only arguments 

upon arguments about how apply these prophecies to our current 
day where they CANNOT APPLY, in that future day the elect of God 
shall be given the needed understanding.  Until then we are and 
shall remain in the dark regarding the Mark, the Name and the 
Number of His Name.  

 
○ But this Mark will surely be easily discerned at that time by 

the wise 
○ The Name will have a meaning that is compelling to the wise 
○ And, finally, the Number of that Name will be unique. 

 
Conclusions / Exhortation: 
 

● Satan’s greatest desire was to throroughly corrupt the “message in the 
stars” that God had placed their through prophets so many thousands of 
years before.  And that message was about the Seed of the Woman.  So 
he created an “alternative” message, and perverted the Original Zodiac 
replacing the names and the message to match his own strategy for 
victory over God and his Christ, a message that would effectively cancel 
the entire plan of redemption. 
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● Before the end of satan’s opposition, however, it will all be about the 
Counterfeit Seed of the Woman:  Babylon the Great, the Mother of 
Harlots.  There are many details that will need to be fulfilled at that time, 
but the believers of that time will know and understand the signs of the 
times.  Amen and amen.  

 
● What about us today? Do we know what God is doing today under grace. 

I surely hope so.  Paul includes this very relevant teaching in 2 Thess. 2: 
 

● 2 Thess. 2:7-10 
7 For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: only he who now letteth [will 
let], until he be taken out of the way. 
8 And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with 
the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming: 
9 [Even him], whose coming is after the working of Satan with all power and 
signs and lying wonders, 
10 And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; because 
they received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved. 
 

● There we learn that: 
○ The “lawless one” of Revelation will already be working BEFORE 

the Tribulation begins, that is, during the current dispensation! 
This was never revealed before and is therefore a “mystery” being 
revealed here only through Paul. 

 
○ Verses 7 & 8 specify the time line: 

■ The “letting” or “hindering” one will prevent satan’s work 
■ It will be limited until then 
■ Signs and wonders will characterize it 
■ It will be effective for those who are unsaved. 
■ Beware beloved is the exhortation for today.  Amen. 

 
Praise be to God Almighty for his abundant grace. 
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