
 

The Long War Against God: 
 "Recognizing the Signs of the Times - Part 3" 

 
 
Introduction: 
 

● Today we will conclude our studies in the Book of Revelation.  I hope our 
time here has been a blessing to you as it has been for me.  Last time we 
introduced Rev. 12.  I chose this chapter for our last focus in the book 
because it so well summarizes the Long War Against God and how satan 
has always worked to oppose and defeat it. 

 
Gen. 3:15 And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy 
seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel. 

 
● We have considered in several of our fellowships how satan has tried to 

counterfeit Almighty God’s promise in Genesis 3 regarding his chosen 
woman and how through quite a different “woman” he will in due time set 
up his own “woman” to lead astray the peoples of this world. That 
“woman” is called in Rev. 17:5, “MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE 
MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.”  So the 
precious message and promise of Gen. 3:15 will always be perverted to 
the best of satan’s abilities. Satan’s working will be characterized 
inevitably by that promise itself since he must always work to prevent its 
fulfillment since its fulfillment will include his destruction and final defeat. 

 
● We have seen how many details concerning this future time were given 

by revelation to the prophets and to the apostle John as an alert for those 
who would be living at that time.  The need would be so great with eternal 
consequences for those they were ignorant of what satan was doing. 
Specifically, there would be at that time great challenges required of them 
including blasphemous acts of satanic worship.  Failure there would 
inevitably lead to the receiving of a “Mark” called there the “Mark of the 
Beast’.  That is found in chapter 13 and also in succeeding chapters:  

 
Rev. 13:16-18 
16 And he causeth all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and bond, to 
receive a mark in their right hand, or in their foreheads: 
17 And that no man might buy or sell, save he that had the mark, or the 
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name of the beast, or the number of his name. 
18 Here is wisdom. Let him that hath understanding count the number of the 
beast: for it is the number of a man; and his number [is] Six hundred threescore 
[and] six. 
 
Rev. 14:9-10 
9 And the third angel followed them, saying with a loud voice, If any man 
worship the beast and his image, and receive [his] mark in his forehead, 
or in his hand, 
10 The same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured 
out without mixture into the cup of his indignation; and he shall be 
tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels, and 
in the presence of the Lamb: 

 
○ So we see here that the ones living in the Great Tribulation are told 

that they MUST NOT RECEIVE THE MARK OF THE BEAST OR THEY 
WOULD RECEIVE THE PROMISED JUDGMENT (Rev. 14:9-11; 15:2; 
16:2; 19:20; 20:4).  The believers of that day will therefore be 
required to  identify in detail the powers behind what is happening 
all around them.  Surely God’s Elect in the day will be EQUIPPED 
FOR THOSE CHALLENGES THROUGH THOSE VERY 
SCRIPTURES?  
 

● It is so clear that this challenge and its necessary response by believers 
in that time SHALL BE UNDERSTOOD AND SHALL BE TAKEN TO HEART 
BY ALL OF THEM, WITHOUT EXCEPTION, FOR THEIR NAMES ARE 
WRITTEN IN THE LAMB’S BOOK OF LIFE! 

 
● But, additionally, we also learn regarding these names detailed in this 

book.  The focus is NOT ONLY on the names given by God’s enemies 
(even satan himself) to the non-elect, but also even more on the names 
given by the Lord God himself to the elect.  And as with the non-elect, 
these names will also be written on the person him- or herself and even in 
the same places!! 

 
○ Regarding the Elect: Rev. 2:17, 3:12, 14:1; 19:12, 13, 16; 22:4 

 
Rev. 3:12  Him that overcometh will I make a pillar in the temple of my 
God, and he shall go no more out: and I will write upon him the name of 
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my God, and the name of the city of my God, which is new Jerusalem, 
which cometh down out of heaven from my God: and I will write upon 
him my new name. 
 
Rev. 14:1  And I looked, and, lo, a Lamb stood on the mount Sion, and 
with him an hundred forty and four thousand, having his Father's name 
written in their foreheads. 
 
Rev. 19:12  His eyes [were] as a flame of fire, and on his head [were] 
many crowns; and he had a name written, that no man knew, but he 
himself. [Here is the model for this marking, the Lord Himself, and 
his name] 
 
Rev. 22:4  And they shall see his face; and his name shall be in their 
foreheads. 

 
○ Regarding the Non-Elect: Rev. 14:9, 11; 17:5; Rev. 20:4 

 
Rev. 14:9  And the third angel followed them, saying with a loud voice, If 
any man worship the beast and his image, and receive his mark in his 
forehead, or in his hand …. 
 
Rev. 14:11   And the smoke of their torment ascendeth up for ever and 
ever: and they have no rest day nor night, who worship the beast and his 
image, and whosoever receiveth the mark of his name. 
 
Rev. 17:5  And upon her forehead was a name written, MYSTERY, 
BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND 
ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH. [And here is the model for this 
marking, Mystery Babylon the Great] 
 
Rev 20:4  And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment 
was given unto them: and I saw the souls of them that were beheaded 
for the witness of Jesus, and for the word of God, and which had not 
worshipped the beast, neither his image, neither had received his mark 
upon their foreheads, or in their hands; and they lived and reigned with 
Christ a thousand years. 

 
● Finally, let us remember that the enemy of God’s own people will use 
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great miracles designed by satan to convince the unwary.  These include 
some amazing events as described in Rev. 13.  This was our major focus 
in our last fellowship here.  Foremost were the bringing to life again of the 
Beast with the mortal or fatal wound and the giving of “life” to the Image 
the worship of which was to be required of all. 

 
○ Our key point here is that those who live in this Tribulation  period 

will be lead astray by things or events assumed to be possible only 
by the working of Almighty God.  But the great counterfeiter, satan 
will be working these great miracles and signs so that “it were 
possible even the elect themselves” (Matt. 24:24) would be 
corrupted by his “lying wonders”.  

 
[Comments / questions?] 
 

● But chapter 12 is the lead up to those chapters that complete John’s 
revelation and we must look there again today as we finish our time here 
in this final book of the Bible.  
 

I. The Testing of God’s Nation was Prophesied in Gen. 3 (Rev. 12:1-6) 
 

● We are now considering for a final time these “signs” in detail as 
revealed in the Book of Revelation and see how satan’s working 
through them will progress during the second half of the 
Tribulation Period (and this will be our link back to the great book 
of Daniel for our next study there): 

 
[READ   ] Rev. 12:1-6 
1 And there appeared a great wonder [lit. “sign”] in heaven; a woman 
clothed with the sun, and the moon under her feet, and upon her head a 
crown of twelve stars: 
2 And she being with child cried, travailing in birth, and pained to be 
delivered. . . 
 

● Verse 1: This goes back to before the foundation of the world 
in implication but because it reveals so much of the 
redemptive plan of God it also points forward nevertheless to 
the Great Tribulation.  Remember that other key reference to 
these same “stars” found in the first book of the Bible, 
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Genesis: 
Gen 37:9-11 
9 And he dreamed yet another dream, and told it his brethren, 
and said, Behold, I have dreamed a dream more; and, behold, the 
sun and the moon and the eleven stars made obeisance to me. 
10 And he told [it] to his father, and to his brethren: and his father 
rebuked him, and said unto him, What [is] this dream that thou 
hast dreamed? Shall I and thy mother and thy brethren indeed 
come to bow down ourselves to thee to the earth? 
11 And his brethren envied him; but his father observed the 
saying. 
 

● Verse 2 (and 4): The poignancy and power of these words are 
most telling.  The strong implication is that satan anticipated 
this from the beginning of that promise in Gen. 3:15.  Verse 4 
says that explicitly and verse 2 is the lead in to that . . . 

 
● There is no way this can be applied to the church of God 

(protestants) or to the church of Rome (Catholics) as if the 
members of Christ’s Body Church down through the many 
centuries of history have been living in the fulfillment of 
these prophetic statements under the dominion of the 
Roman church.  No, this goes back to Gen. 3:15.  But yes, the 
woman here (representing God’s chosen people, Israel) WILL 
be counterfeited in the Tribulation period by the Woman, 
Mystery Babylon, as we have seen.  And, yes, the Roman 
church down through the many years of it existence has 
emulated the coming Tribulation work of satan as the unborn 
child is the direct precursor to the child that will soon be 
born. 

 
3 And there appeared another wonder [“sign”] in heaven; and behold a 
great red dragon, having seven heads and ten horns, and seven crowns 
upon his heads. 
4 And his tail drew the third part of the stars of heaven, and did cast 
them to the earth: and the dragon stood before the woman which was 
ready to be delivered, for to devour her child as soon as it was born. 
 

● There is much left out here, nearly 5000 years of Biblical 
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history, from Genesis 1 all the way down to the New 
Testament gospels.  

 
● The “wonders” here are “signs” in the Greek.  This is 

mentioned again in Luke 21. 
 

● The “dragon” is further identified in verse 9 as “the serpent, 
the Devil, and  satan” and, by the way, this is how we know 
that it was satan himself who tempted Eve in the garden 
under the disguise of a serpent. 

 
5 And she brought forth a man child, who was to rule all nations with a 
rod of iron: and her child was caught up unto God, and [to] his throne. 
 

● It is all falling into place now as further details are given. 
Beware of Matthew Henry and the interpreters of old (and 
new) that refuse to see that these prophecies are to be taken 
literally, for their meaning is so obvious. Nearly 2000 years of 
history are left out of this verse, however, and an entire 
dispensation as well, our own. 

 
6 And the woman fled into the wilderness, where she hath a place 
prepared of God, that they should feed her there a thousand two 
hundred [and] threescore days. 
 

● Again, let me reemphasize this important point: this cannot 
apply to the church during the last nearly 2000 years.  How 
can it?  It does fit perfectly, however, with the scenarios laid 
out in the final chapters of the Book of Revelation.  God will 
protect his people in the wilderness at that time.  The time 
duration of these events underscores that so well.  3 ½ years 
is the length of time from the mid point of the 7 year 
tribulation period until the end of the Great Tribulation.  This 
period is also defined to be 42 months and 1260 days in 
other places. 

 
● And then is it not clear that both Matt. 24 and 25 and Luke 21 

speak of that same time?  The parallels are everywhere. 
Take note of them. [Make a table with the verses from 
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Matthew correlated with those from Rev. 12 sometime!] 
 

II. The Testing of God’s Nation Will Be Essentially “Spiritual” (Rev. 12:7-9) 
 

[READ   ] REV. 12:7-9 
7 And there was war in heaven: Michael and his angels fought against 
the dragon; and the dragon fought and his angels, 
8 And prevailed not; neither was their place found any more in heaven. 
9 And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, 
and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out into the 
earth, and his angels were cast out with him. 
 

● Now we reach into the heavenlies indeed and to where the 
“real battles” must take place.  As we shall see next week, 
Lord willing, in Daniel’s final revelations there is much of the 
same, only he writes there of his own times, while here this is 
entirely future. 

 
● Note that this great “war” will be “initiated” in the heavenly 

realm, where angels and archangels, and satan himself were 
“naturally” residing “until now”.  Those fallen and rebellious 
creatures, deceived by satan himself, will be cast down to the 
earth where the warfare will then be waged with the holy 
nation itself.  Satan will make his near final strategy to 
overcome and finally destroy God’s holy people on the earth. 

 
● But satan’s victories there will be short and to no ultimate 

glory to him, as the battle lines have been drawn by Almighty 
God himself and no one, not even satan, can change that. 
Only victory by the Lord and deliverance of his people will in 
the end be revealed.  This leads us to the song of victory and 
great joy we read of next: 

 
III. The Testing of God’s Nation’s Is Revealed to End in Satan’s Total Defeat  

(Rev. 12:10-17) 
 
[READ   ] REV. 12:10-17 
10 And I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, Now is come 
salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the power 
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of his Christ: for the accuser of our brethren is cast down, which 
accused them before our God day and night. 
11 And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the 
word of their testimony; and they loved not their lives unto the 
death. 
12 Therefore rejoice, [ye] heavens, and ye that dwell in them. Woe 
to the inhabiters of the earth and of the sea! for the devil is come 
down unto you, having great wrath, because he knoweth that he 
hath but a short time. 
13 And when the dragon saw that he was cast unto the earth, he 
persecuted the woman which brought forth the man [child]. 
14 And to the woman were given two wings of a great eagle, that 
she might fly into the wilderness, into her place, where she is 
nourished for a time, and times, and half a time, from the face of the 
serpent. [Again, note the second half of the Great Tribulation 
period, clearly identified here. Compare this with Matt. 24 & 25 & 
LK. 21] 
15 And the serpent cast out of his mouth water as a flood after the 
woman, that he might cause her to be carried away of the flood. 
16 And the earth helped the woman, and the earth opened her 
mouth, and swallowed up the flood which the dragon cast out of 
his mouth. 
17 And the dragon was wroth with the woman, and went to make 
war with the remnant of her seed, which keep the commandments 
of God, and have the testimony of Jesus Christ. 

 
● Alas.  The songs of victory can never be fulfilled until the enemy of 

the righteous have been thoroughly defeated . . .  So here we find 
revealed what will lead up to the ending scenario, and the critical 
points in between, all about the detailed fulfillment of the initial 
prophecy concerning the Seed of the Woman and all according to 
the perfect timing of Almighty God. 

 
Final Conclusions and an Exhortation: 
 

● Praise God for his unlimited grace through our Lord Jesus!  His 
shed blood, death, and glorious resurrection have provided a 
heavenly inheritance and a glorious life for now and eternity. 
Praise his name. 
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