
 

The Long War Against God: 
 "Recognizing the Signs of the Times - Part 2" 

 
 
Introduction: 
 

● We have recently considered the “Woman” prophesied under the image 
of “the Great City Babylon” (Rev. 12 & 17). “Babylon ‘the Great city’” 
indeed shall, in the Lord’s perfect timing, both rise again and again fall. 
Last time we came very close to concluding our studies in this great book 
of prophecy, the last book in our Bibles, a book that dovetails so perfectly 
with Daniel’s also very great prophetic book.  Next time, Lord willing, we 
shall plan to return to Daniel to work at finishing up that part of the 
history of the Long War against God as prophecy has revealed it. 

 
● We have asked and answered this key question: What about this city of 

Babylon, and why is it called here by the designation, “a woman”?  In 
Genesis 3, at the very beginning of this book, we found the original 
prophecy and that regarding quite a different “woman” indeed, the one 
who would be the progenitor of all of mankind, but more profoundly (and 
most blessedly, for us who are saved), of the prophesied Seed of the 
Woman, Israel’s Messiah and our savior, the Lord Jesus Christ: 

 
Gen. 3:15 And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy 
seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel. 

 
● From the very beginning then, from immediately after Adam’s rebellion 

and fall into sin, God had revealed his plan for the redemption of that 
which had been lost, of mankind’s deliverance from the bondage of sin 
that had come upon Adam himself and all his offspring.  We have seen 
how both through the starry “heavenly” revelation and also through the 
written word of the living God, Gen. 3:15 provides the essence of how 
satan’s plan of the ages will be defeated as the Lord God works to fulfill 
this great plan of redemption stated in so few but so powerful words 
there.   We have seen how both the written revelation of God and the 
starry revelation in the heavens revealed God’s chosen Woman and her 
Seed. And, in perfect conformity to what Gen. 3:15 states, we have also 
seen how satan has worked down through the ages to create a counterfeit 
of God’s plan for the woman and her seed as it had been revealed.  
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● We should never be surprised therefore that the Lord’s many prophesied 

regarding the coming kingdom of God on earth will therefore in every 
possible way be counterfeited by satan’s “new age” kingdom and its 
capital city, Babylon, called appropriately in Revelation 17:5 “MYSTERY, 
BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND 
ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.” 

 
● Then, in our last fellowship we saw how many details concerning this 

future time were given as a detailed alert for those living at that time. 
Specifically, there would be at that time a great challenge offered by 
satan’s emissaries required blasphemous acts of satanic worship which 
would be required of everyone living at that time and that would inevitably 
lead to the receiving of a “Mark” called there the “Mark of the Beast’. 
Needless to say, the receiving of that Mark would bring with it a sure and 
unavoidable consequence written of in detail in the next chapters after 
chapter 13 where we will turn again now: 

 
Rev. 13:16-18 
16 And he causeth all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and bond, to 
receive a mark in their right hand, or in their foreheads: 
17 And that no man might buy or sell, save he that had the mark, or the 
name of the beast, or the number of his name. 
18 Here is wisdom. Let him that hath understanding count the number of the 
beast: for it is the number of a man; and his number [is] Six hundred threescore 
[and] six. 
 
Rev. 14:9-10 
9 And the third angel followed them, saying with a loud voice, If any man 
worship the beast and his image, and receive [his] mark in his forehead, 
or in his hand, 
10 The same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured 
out without mixture into the cup of his indignation; and he shall be 
tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels, and 
in the presence of the Lamb: 

 
○ So we see here that the ones living in the Great Tribulation are told 

that they MUST NOT RECEIVE THE MARK OF THE BEAST OR THEY 
WOULD RECEIVE THE PROMISED JUDGMENT (Rev. 14:9-11; 15:2; 
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16:2; 19:20; 20:4).  But they will be required to receive that Mark / 
Name / Number even against their will and the sure consequence of 
not receiving the Mark is the inability to buy and sell and therefore 
they may starve or, in addition, will be singled out for ultimate 
martyrdom. The believers of that day will therefore be required to 
identify in detail the powers behind what is happening all around 
them.  
 
These details in the Old Testament and here in the new (including 
in Matthew and the other gospels) are clearly given for that ultimate 
purpose.  How can it be denied that the details of these revelations 
ensure that God’s Elect ARE EQUIPPED FOR THOSE 
CHALLENGES THROUGH THOSE VERY SCRIPTURES?  
 
SO THE CHALLENGE OF THAT DAY WILL BE TO RECEIVE A MARK 
AND A NAME . . . 

 
■ THE NAME OF THE LIVING GOD AND HIS MARK, OR, 
■ THE NAME OF THE BEAST AND HIS MARK  

 
○ It is so clear that this challenge and its necessary response by 

believers in that time SHALL BE UNDERSTOOD AND SHALL BE 
TAKEN TO HEART BY ALL OF THEM, WITHOUT EXCEPTION, FOR 
THEIR NAMES ARE WRITTEN IN THE LAMB’S BOOK OF LIFE! 

 
○ Finally, let us remember that the enemy of souls will use great 

miracles to convince the unwary.  These include some amazing 
events as described in Rev. 13.  This was our major focus in our 
last fellowship here: 

 
■ Verses 12 & 14: The statement is that though mortally 

wounded by the sword he would “live [again]”.  The great 
and convincing miracle here is that “his deadly (lit. “deathly” 
= “mortal” or “fatal”) wound was healed.”  This seems to be 
resurrection, does it not?  

 
■ Verse 13: The fire was “from heaven” instead of the rain! 

 
■ Verse 15:  The image of the Beast would be brought to life 
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and would both be able to speak and to act in amazing ways. 
Remember Daniel and Nebuchadnezzar’s image?  This 
contrasts with so many idolatrous images mentioned in the 
Old Testament.  They could not speak or breathe.  See  
Ps. 115:5; 135:16-17; Jer. 10:5, for just a few references of 
many. 

 
■ The bottom line here is that in the second half of the Great 

Tribulation Period satan’s power to deceive will be greater 
than it has ever been.  Things assumed to be possible only 
by the working of Almighty God will be counterfeited by 
satan and by his emissaries through the working of these 
great miracles and signs.  Therefore the world will in general 
be convinced that this is the great power of God at work.  

 
[Comments / questions?] 
  

● Now, what I would like to do today is to provide a high level overview of 
what we have covered here in these books in order that we might have a 
proper foundation soon to move ahead in our study of the Long War 
Against God, returning for a short time to the Book of Daniel and then 
moving ahead to Israel’s future history as revealed in sacred scripture. 

 
I. The Testing of God’s Nation Foretold - In the Old Testament Prophets  

 
● Two sections of scripture will act as a reminder of what we have 

already learned, the one in Is. 47:5-9 and the corresponding ones in 
Rev. 17:18 & 18:7-8 [see also Dan. 2 & 7 etc.; Is. 13; Jer. 51]: 

 

Is. 47:5-9 
5 Sit thou silent, and get thee 
into darkness, O daughter of 
the Chaldeans: for thou shalt 
no more be called, The lady 
of kingdoms. 
... 
7 And thou saidst, I shall be a 
lady for ever: [so] that thou 
didst not lay these [things] to 
thy heart, neither didst 

Rev. 17:18 
And the woman which thou 
sawest is that great city, 
which reigneth over the 
kings of the earth. 
 
Rev. 18:7-8 
7 How much she hath 
glorified herself, and lived 
deliciously, so much torment 
and sorrow give her: for she 
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remember the latter end of it. 
8 Therefore hear now this, 
[thou that art] given to 
pleasures, that dwellest 
carelessly, that sayest in 
thine heart, I [am], and none 
else beside me; I shall not sit 
[as] a widow, neither shall I 
know the loss of children: 
9 But these two things shall 
come to thee in a moment in 
one day, the loss of children, 
and widowhood: they shall 
come upon thee in their 
perfection for the multitude 
of thy sorceries, and for the 
great abundance of thine 
enchantments. 

saith in her heart, I sit a 
queen, and am no widow, 
and shall see no sorrow. 
8 Therefore shall her plagues 
come in one day, death, and 
mourning, and famine; and 
she shall be utterly burned 
with fire: for strong [is] the 
Lord God who judgeth her. 
 
 

 
● The parallels in these prophecies are striking and we must 

conclude that they are to be taken quite literally.  For those living at 
the time of their fulfillment in the Great Tribulation yet future, that 
will be essential, of course.  The signs of the times must be clear 
and unmistakable for those that have God-given wisdom. 

  
● Jumping now ahead quickly to our Lord’s earthly ministry as 

recorded in Matthew’s gospel, we see a practical series of 
exhortations directly explicitly to those who will be living at that 
time, yet so far future.  Those hearing his words, of course, had no 
concept of how much time (nearly 2000 years) would pass before 
those prophetic statements would be fulfilled and in fact an entirely 
new and different dispensation would be interposed parenthetically 
in Israel’s prophetic plan, the dispensation of the grace of God.  

 
II. The Testing of God’s Nation Foretold - In the Lord’s Own Words (Matt. 24) 

 
● As we saw last time, the coming of false christs (anti-christs or 

counterfeit messiah’s) were foretold by our Lord in his earthly 
ministry: 

 
[READ   ] Matt. 24:24 
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For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall 
shew great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if [it were] possible, 
they shall deceive the very elect.  See also Mar. 13:22, a parallel 
passage. 

 
● This is very significant and for that reason it sticks in our memory 

so well.  But the rest of the chapter provides many more details that 
relate directly to this time of Great Tribulation:  

 
● Matt. 24:1-24 

1 And Jesus went out, and departed from the temple: and his disciples 
came to [him] for to shew him the buildings of the temple. 
2 And Jesus said unto them, See ye not all these things? verily I say 
unto you, There shall not be left here one stone upon another, that shall 
not be thrown down. 
3 And as he sat upon the mount of Olives, the disciples came unto him 
privately, saying, Tell us, when shall these things be? and what 
[shall be] the sign of thy coming, and of the end of the world? 
------ 
4 And Jesus answered and said unto them, Take heed that no man 
deceive you. 
5 For many shall come in my name, saying, I am [THE] Christ; and 
shall deceive many. 
6 And ye shall hear of wars and rumours of wars: see that ye be not 
troubled: for all [these things] must come to pass, but the end is not yet. 
7 For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom: and 
there shall be famines, and pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers 
places. 
------ 
8 All these [are] the beginning of sorrows. 
9 Then shall they deliver you up to be afflicted, and shall kill you: and ye 
shall be hated of all nations for my name's sake. 
10 And then shall many be offended, and shall betray one another, and 
shall hate one another. 
11 And many false prophets shall rise, and shall deceive many. 
12 And because iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall wax 
cold. 
------ 
13 But he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved. 
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14 And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the 
world for a witness unto all nations; and then shall the end come. 
15 When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation, 
spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand in the holy place, (whoso 
readeth, let him understand:) 
------ 
16 Then let them which be in Judaea flee into the mountains: 
17 Let him which is on the housetop not come down to take anything out 
of his house: 
18 Neither let him which is in the field return back to take his clothes. 
19 And woe unto them that are with child, and to them that give suck in 
those days! 
20 But pray ye that your flight be not in the winter, neither on the sabbath 
day: 
------ 
21 For then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since the 
beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall be. 
22 And except those days should be shortened, there should no 
flesh be saved: but for the elect's sake those days shall be 
shortened. 
23 Then if any man shall say unto you, Lo, here [is] Christ, or there; 
believe [it] not. 
24 For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall 
shew great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if [it were] possible, 
they shall deceive the very elect. 

 
● It must be said here that there have been a great many Bible 

interpreters and commentators that have tried so hard to apply 
Christ’s words here to their own times.  This has led to so much 
confusion in the minds of the saints of God.  It should be clear, 
however, that our Lord’s words here provide a detailed description 
of that seven year period yet future that will occur just after the 
rapture of the church, the body of Christ.  Surely the saints living at 
that future time will know better and will not be confused by such 
false teaching.  If they were, they would not understand the signs of 
the times at all and would be captured by the enemy’s many signs 
and “lying wonders” (2 Thess. 2:9). 

 
● Take special note of what is found there in verse 15  which is the 
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answer to the original question found in verse 3.  It is so 
transparent here that the Lord expected those living at that time to 
take note of the signs of the times and his word here is explicitly 
intended for that purpose.  

 
● We read in many prophecies already in both the Old and the New 

Testaments concerning these days, didn’t we?  And reading the 
Lord’s statements recorded there in Matthew 24 makes is so real 
and so applicable to actual persons living then in that time. 

 
● Notice again the warnings especially regarding the enemy’s great 

deception through signs and miracles (for this is critical for both 
understanding and for application of the prophetic writings to the 
exact circumstances foretold for that time).  Satan’s compelling 
message will be “certified or authenticated” by the working of his 
miracles and signs as wrought by the beast and the false prophet. 

 
And now we shall move ahead to the Book of Revelation again for our 
final scripture (and a most wonderful one indeed it is).  Our subject will be 
the signs of the time that the Lord himself will work, either directly or 
permissively.  This revelation given thousands of years in advance will be 
essential for the saints living at that time. 

 
III. The Testing of God’s Nation Foretold - In the Apostle John’s Final Writing 

(Rev. 12) 
 

● We are now considering, as we conclude this section of our study, 
these “signs” in detail as revealed in the Book of Revelation and 
see how satan’s working through them will progress during the 
second half of the Tribulation Period (and this will be our link back 
to the great book of Daniel where we will soon return): 

 
[READ   ] Rev. 12:1-2 
1 And there appeared a great wonder [lit. “sign”] in heaven; a woman 
clothed with the sun, and the moon under her feet, and upon her head a 
crown of twelve stars: 
2 And she being with child cried, travailing in birth, and pained to be 
delivered. 
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● Verse 1: This goes back to before the foundation of the 
world.  The curtain covering the great redemptive plan of 
God is withdrawn, revealing these wonderful things found 
here. 

 
[READ   ] Gen 37:9-11 
9 And he dreamed yet another dream, and told it his brethren, 
and said, Behold, I have dreamed a dream more; and, behold, the 
sun and the moon and the eleven stars made obeisance to me. 
10 And he told [it] to his father, and to his brethren: and his father 
rebuked him, and said unto him, What [is] this dream that thou 
hast dreamed? Shall I and thy mother and thy brethren indeed 
come to bow down ourselves to thee to the earth? 
11 And his brethren envied him; but his father observed the 
saying. 

 
● There is no way this can be applied to the church of God 

(protestants) or to the church of Rome (Catholics) as if we 
have been living in the fulfillment of these prophetic 
statements now.  No, this goes back to Gen. 3:15.  But yes, 
the woman here (representing God’s chosen people, Israel) 
WILL be counterfeited in the Tribulation period by the 
Woman, Mystery Babylon, as we have seen. 

 
● But, as Joseph was tested in such incredible ways, but all to 

the glory of God, God’s people Israel will also be tested, and 
by all the power of evil one as these verses reveal.  But 
satan’s victories there will be short and to no ultimate glory 
to him, as the battle lines have been drawn by Almighty God 
himself and no one, not even satan, can change that.  Only 
victory by the Lord and deliverance of his people will in the 
end be revealed.  Skipping ahead a few verses, this leads us 
to the song of victory and great joy we read of next: 

 
[READ   ] REV. 12:10-11 
10 And I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, Now is come 
salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the power 
of his Christ: for the accuser of our brethren is cast down, which 
accused them before our God day and night. 
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11 And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the 
word of their testimony; and they loved not their lives unto the 
death. 
 

● But the songs of victory can never be fulfilled until the 
enemy of the righteous have been thoroughly defeated. . . 

 
● So we find revealed here the very beginning of the great plan of 

redemption.  Then we see what will lead up to the ending scenario, 
and the critical points in between -- and all of this is about the 
detailed fulfillment of the initial prophecy concerning the Seed of 
the Woman and all according to the perfect timing of almighty God. 

 
Final Conclusions and an Exhortation: 
 

● God knows the end from the beginning.  What could be clearer? 
This is most wonderful.  Are you not encouraged, brethren? 
Whatever the circumstances of our days and hours - the Lord God 
reigneth and he (and his people) shall be glorified forever and ever! 
Amen. 

 

10 


