
  
“The Day of the Lord:  Phase 1 - The Time of Jacob’s Trouble” 

Review: 

● The Mystery of Israel's Blindness: Salvation for Gentiles 
● The Mystery of Israel's Blindness: ‘All’ Israel Shall Be Saved 
● The Mystery of Israel's Blindness: Its Necessity 

● The Mystery of Israel's Blindness: Salvation for Gentiles [Independently of 
Israel!]: 

Rom. 11:25-26a 
25 For I would not, brothers, that you should be ignorant of this mystery, 
lest you should be wise in your own conceits; that blindness in part is 
happened to Israel, until the fullness of the Gentiles be come in . . . and 
then all Israel shall be saved . . . 

○ Today, under the fullness of God’s grace, Israel (nationally) remains 
blinded.  However, some Jews are being saved today but only “as 
Gentiles”.  Thus he writes, “blindness in part”.  Salvation for 
Gentiles WAS promised in Prophecy as a result of Israel’s promised 
Messianic blessings that would be delivered when Messiah reigned 
from a throne in Jerusalem with an iron hand.  

○ But when the fullness of Gentiles has been saved (or has “come in), 
God’s purpose for this dispensation will be complete and the Lord 
God will return to the plan revealed in Prophecy.  When we hear the 
shout, the call, and the voice of the archangel, and only then, will we 
know that the time has come.  And then we will be at the meeting in 
the air and for us it will no longer be an issue of “when”.  Praise 
God! 

○ But let’s not forget that the point of Paul’s teaching here is that Israel 
has been “blinded in part” but only temporarily UNTIL all those 
known from before the foundation of the world (Eph. 1:4) have been 
saved. Then their blindness will begin to be lifted and after seven 
years, “all Israel shall be saved”.  So the partial blindness of Israel 
as a nation will be ONLY TEMPORARY and for a great purpose 
indeed.  Amen and amen. 

○ Paul’s teaching here is focused on the eventual blessing of his 
people the Jews — but before that may occur, and after our blessing 
has been fulfilled in the “blessed hope”, we see revealed in scripture 
a seven year period which scripture calls “the Time of Jacob’s 
Trouble”, a time of trial and sufferings such as the world has never 



known.  Today we shall examine that period which will be for God’s 
people both the time of their greatest trial, but also of their greatest 
blessing.  Indeed, as Paul wrote in Romans 11, it shall be the 
appointed time in God’s plan for his people, when “All Israel Shall be 
saved.” 

● The Mystery of Israel's Blindness: ‘All’ Israel Shall Be Saved: 

Rom. 11:26-27 
26 And so all Israel shall be saved: as it is written, There shall come out of 
Sion the Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob: [see  
Is. 59:19-21] 
27 For this is my covenant to them, when I shall take away their sins. 

○ So indeed Israel shall be saved in their appointed time.  But the 
apostle of the Gentiles teaches here that God will return to save his 
own people Israel, for only then, when the fullness of the Gentiles 
has come in and been saved, may God return to that Prophetic plan.  
It is clear from this scripture that the reason for this has to do 
specifically with the dispensational uniqueness of God’s grace since 
in this case the salvation of Gentiles is independent of Israel’s 
salvation.   
 
Today the Jews are still blinded.  But under the Kingdom revelation, 
they are just the opposite and the Gentiles become their spiritual 
beneficiaries.  That is the message of Prophecy which those that do 
not rightly divide fail to see entirely.  Only when we see the clear 
distinctions between Israel and the Church, between those Jewish 
dispensations and the grace dispensation, between Prophecy and 
the Mystery, only then does the scripture open to our understanding 
as Good intended. 

● The Mystery of Israel's Blindness: Its Necessity — See Rom. 11:28 - 32. 
Verse 32 summarizes it so well: 

Rom. 11:32 For God hath concluded them all in unbelief, that he might have 
mercy upon all.  
 
BUT NOW HE MAY HAVE MERCY ON ALL AS WELL AND THAT INCLUDES 
ISRAEL.  O FELIX CULPA, as the ancients said. 

Next Time: The Day of the Lord:  Phase 2 - The Return of the Lord, His Second 
Coming 

Then: The Day of the Lord:  Phase 3 - The 1000 Year Millennial Kingdom 
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But Today: The Day of the Lord:  Phase 1 - The Time of Jacob’s Trouble 

Our Outline Today: 

● The Time of Jacob’s Trouble - Introduction 
● The Time of Jacob’s Trouble - Its Purpose Foretold 
● The Time of Jacob’s Trouble - Its Purpose Realized 

I. The Time of Jacob’s Trouble - Introduction: 

○  Several things should be noted as we proceed: 

■ Israel and not the church is in view here.  When the Gentiles 
are mentioned, it is always in line with Israel’s covenants and 
promises.  The Gentiles may occasionally be blessed as Israel 
is temporarily set aside due to their unbelief, but the Gentiles 
are never saved in any numbers apart from Israel’s 
ascendancy. 

■ Because Israel is the focus, the covenants and promises are in 
effect so Prophecy and not the Mystery define God’s working.  

○ A few expressions in the scripture texts we will be reading this 
morning are key.   Noting them as we proceed will greatly promote 
our understanding:  

■ “the Day of the Lord”: Used 29 times: Joel (5), Isaiah (4); 
Zephaniah (7); “that day”, “the day”, “the great day”: 79 times, 
and, 

■ “tribulation”: Used in a special way 5 times in the Book of 
Revelation for these times we are considering today. But the 
first use is in Deut. 4:30 where we will begin today. First 
occurrences are often very significant as we seek to 
comprehend in its fullness what God has revealed in his word 
of truth, the Bible. 

A very important questions will be this:  What is included in “the Day of 
the Lord”?  There is much dispute of this especially by those that do not 
Rightly Divide. 

■ The  [Great] Tribulation period is included according to Matt. 
24 - 25, Zeph. 1 and other scriptures 

■ The Return of the Lord is included according to Zech. 14, etc. 
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■ The entire Millennial period must also be included according 
to 2 Pet. 3:10 

II. The Time of Jacob’s Trouble - Its Purpose Foretold: 

○ So, as we shall see, this is all about God’s people the Jews.  It is all 
about a people and ultimately a nation that is believing and obedient 
to the Lord God and blessed, or cursed, accordingly, as the 
covenants so clearly revealed.  I still remember the days when the 
Lord was opening my mind to these truths, now exactly 50 years 
ago.  My, has time passed so quickly?  And thanks be to Almighty 
God for the enlightening of the Holy Spirit of God who removes our 
blindness that we may know his word of truth. 

Is. 40:1-3  
1 Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, saith your God. 
2 Speak ye comfortably to Jerusalem, and cry unto her, that her warfare 
is accomplished, that her iniquity is pardoned: for she hath received of 
the LORD'S hand double for all her sins. 
3 The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of 
the LORD, make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 

Matt. 3:3  For this is he that was spoken of by the prophet Esaias, 
saying, The voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of 
the Lord, make his paths straight. [and, of course, as the Jews nearly 
missed altogether, the purpose of God was also “redemptive” and 
their Messiah was indeed their “Savior”, but as they never 
anticipated, was necessarily also a “Suffering Savior”.  But we need 
not go to the New Testament to see that God will fulfill his promises 
to his people, the Jews, in his appointed time — and that their 
suffering would need to precede their glory even as it was for their 
own Redeemer: 

[READ   ] Deut. 4:29-30 
29 But if from thence thou shalt seek the LORD thy God, thou shalt 
find [him], if thou seek him with all thy heart and with all thy soul. 
30 When thou art in tribulation, and all these things are come upon 
thee, [even] in the latter days, if thou turn to the LORD thy God, and 
shalt be obedient unto his voice…. [Implies a time of great 
tribulation yet ahead] 

Ps. 14:7 Oh that the salvation of Israel were come out of Zion! when 
the LORD bringeth back the captivity of his people, Jacob shall rejoice, 
and Israel shall be glad. 
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[READ   ] Is. 66:8  Who hath heard such a thing? who hath seen 
such things? Shall the earth be made to bring forth in one day? [or] 
shall a nation be born at once? for as soon as Zion travailed, she 
brought forth her children.  

○ This image of Israel as a woman in birth pangs, as it were, is very 
powerful and so relevant to the prophet’s statement here.  Again, 
this is all about Israel and even Jerusalem, and this is written by the 
prophet when the Northern Kingdom was about to be destroyed by 
the Assyrians and the Southern Kingdom was being warned by the 
prophet of their immanent captivity at the hand of the Babylonians. 

○ So, as we have seen here on so many scriptures (and there are so 
many more, for we have only just scratched the surface here today), 
the Prophetic Record is all about Israel and their plan in God’s Plan 
of the Ages.   
 
And finally also Gentile salvation [even “nations”] during the Day of 
the Lord and also the Tribulation will fulfill that Prophetic Purpose of 
the Ages.   But those Gentiles will be saved only on Israel’s terms 
and under the covenants governing this period.  Gentiles saved will 
be saved through Israel’s ministry and outreach and not 
independently of them.  Is. 60 - 66 makes this so clear.  So it is 
through Israel’s “rising” that they will be saved at that time and not 
through Israel’s “fall” (compare Luke 2:34: “And Simeon blessed them, 
and said unto Mary his mother, Behold, this [child] is set for the fall and 
rising again of many in Israel; and for a sign which shall be spoken 
against”).  It is so different today, is it not? 

○ And let us not forget, that very importantly, an essential aspect of 
the “the Day of the Lord” is that the promises given to the fathers of 
the nation beginning with Abraham are finally going to be fulfilled to 
those very believers that died in hope not having received the 
promises.  They died indeed with a resurrection hope as is written in 
Hebrews chapter 11: 

Heb. 11:13  These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but 
having seen them afar off, and were persuaded of [them], and embraced 
[them], and confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth. 
  

○ And so, the Time of Jacob’s Trouble will be a time of great blessing 
for the Jewish people and for the divinely reformed nation of Israel.  
It will most importantly also be the time for fulfilled blessings for 
those that had died in faith not having received the promises of God.  
For God’s keeps his word but always in his timing.  Their faith was a 
resurrection faith as is so powerfully presented in many places in 
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Genesis.   
 
What a blessing this should also be for us since we also await, in 
faith, for God to fulfill his promises.  And, as Peter wrote so many 
years after Genesis and its many, many promises recorded there but 
still not fulfilled even after nearly two thousand years had passed: 

2 Pet. 3:8-10 
8 But, beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that one day [is] 
with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. 
9 The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count 
slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any 
should perish, but that all should come to repentance. 
10 But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the 
heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt 
with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall be 
burned up… 

○ So be encouraged, brethren of the Lord, saints indeed.  He is faithful.    
Take God at his word and be eternally blessed.  Amen. 

III. The Time of Jacob’s Trouble - Its Purpose Realized: 

○ Now let us proceed to see exactly how this will all be fulfilled in 
God’s perfect timing.  As we do we shall see that the description of 
this time as “the time of Jacob’s trouble” will be an apt description 
indeed for “Jacob”, meaning the descendants of Jacob, the Twelve 
Tribes, for it will be the Twelve Tribes that will be the special focus of 
God’s work during those seven years yet future to us today.  There is 
a wealth of prophecy that teaches just that.   
 
Let us look at only a few that so powerfully show God’s faithfulness 
that we who are living under God’s grace program should also stand 
in amazement before the word of the living God who works all 
according to his marvelous plan.  Here are just a few of many and I 
hope that as we read through them today you will be as blessed as I 
have been in preparing them: 

[READ   ] Ez. 20:33-34, 42-44 
33 [As] I live, saith the Lord GOD, surely with a mighty hand, and 
with a stretched out arm, and with fury poured out, will I rule over 
you: 
34 And I will bring you out from the people, and will gather you out 
of the countries wherein ye are scattered, with a mighty hand, and 
with a stretched out arm, and with fury poured out. 
. . . 
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42 And ye shall know that I [am] the LORD, when I shall bring you 
into the land of Israel, into the country [for] the which I lifted up 
mine hand to give it to your fathers. 
43 And there shall ye remember your ways, and all your doings, 
wherein ye have been defiled; and ye shall lothe yourselves in your 
own sight for all your evils that ye have committed. 
44 And ye shall know that I [am] the LORD, when I have wrought 
with you for my name's sake, not according to your wicked ways, 
nor according to your corrupt doings, O ye house of Israel, saith the 
Lord GOD. 

[READ   ] Dan. 12:1  And at that time shall Michael stand up, the 
great prince which standeth for the children of thy people: and there 
shall be a time of trouble, such as never was since there was a 
nation [even] to that same time: and at that time thy people shall be 
delivered, every one that shall be found written in the book. 

Zeph. 1:14-15 
14 The great day of the LORD [is] near, [it is] near, and hasteth 
greatly, [even] the voice of the day of the LORD: the mighty man shall 
cry there bitterly. 
15 That day [is] a day of wrath, a day of trouble and distress, a day of 
wasteness and desolation, a day of darkness and gloominess, a day 
of clouds and thick darkness… 

Zech. 13:8-9 [First the sufferings — then the glory, a precious 
principle of the Lord’s teaching!] 
8 And it shall come to pass, [that] in all the land, saith the LORD, two 
parts therein shall be cut off [and] die; but the third shall be left 
therein. 
9 And I will bring the third part through the fire, and will refine them 
as silver is refined, and will try them as gold is tried: they shall call 
on my name, and I will hear them: I will say, It [is] my people: and 
they shall say, The LORD [is] my God. 

○ This principle of the suffering first and then the glory, taught in these 
many scriptures we are considering today, is central to the focus of 
the Bible.  Our Lord made that very clear in reference to himself 
most importantly in Luke 24. 

[READ   ] Joel 2:11, 18 
11 And the LORD shall utter his voice before his army: for his camp [is] 
very great: for [he is] strong that executeth his word: for the day of the 
LORD [is] great and very terrible; and who can abide it? 

18 Then will the LORD be jealous for his land, and pity his people. 
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[READ   ] Jer. 30:4-7 
4 And these [are] the words that the LORD spake concerning Israel and 
concerning Judah. 
5 For thus saith the LORD; We have heard a voice of trembling, of fear, 
and not of peace. 
6 Ask ye now, and see whether a man doth travail with child? wherefore 
do I see every man with his hands on his loins, as a woman in travail, and 
all faces are turned into paleness? 
7 Alas! for that day [is] great, so that none [is] like it: it [is] even the 
time of Jacob's trouble; but he shall be saved out of it. 

○ Amen and amen.  It will not hurt to re-read what we started out with 
today from the Old Testament, even Moses as we finish up our study 
today: 

Deut. 4:29-30 
29 But if from thence thou shalt seek the LORD thy God, thou shalt 
find [him], if thou seek him with all thy heart and with all thy soul. 
30 When thou art in tribulation, and all these things are come upon 
thee, [even] in the latter days, if thou turn to the LORD thy God, and 
shalt be obedient unto his voice.. 

○ So the “time of Jacob’s Trouble”, the first phase of the Day of the 
Lord, will see great trials and many burdens for the Lord’s people, 
the Jews.  And, as our Lord revealed during his earthly ministry, 
these trials would be greater than anything that had gone before 
(really): 

Matt. 24:21-22 
21 For then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since the 
beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall be. 
22 And except those days should be shortened, there should no flesh be 
saved: but for the elect's sake those days shall be shortened. 

[Your comments?] 

Conclusions: 

● This revelation is so dramatically different from what Paul reveals for us 
today.  Grace is so different. 

  
● But Prophecy and the Mystery agree in this:  God is supreme and 

sovereign.  He will accomplish his purpose.  Amen. 
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● May his revelation regarding Israel’s future encourage us who live under 
the abundance of grace.  Just consider the clear distinctives we have been 
seeing in these studies here on “The Long War Against God”: 

○ It will be through Israel’s “rising”, not Israel’s “falling”, that the 
Gentiles will be saved “en masse”, as it were, even nations 
according to Luke 2 

○ But today we receive the many blessings of abundant grace instead 
of Israel salvation. 

○ Law has been set aside and indeed, even it is no longer our teacher 
or “schoolmaster”; grace has taken its place. 

○ Praise God for his abundant grace through the shedding of Christ’s 
blood and his glorious resurrection.  And then, through Israel’s 
blindness Paul was sent forth as apostle of the Gentiles with this 
precious word of grace and truth which we call the gospel of the 
grace of God.  Through this good news we have been saved.  

Conclusions / Exhortation:  

● God had a plan for his people Israel.  But they sought their salvation 
through works and not through faith and they were even blinded regarding 
their own Messiah as a result.  But God had a hidden and secret plan that 
even allowed for their rebellion.  The cross and our eternal redemption was 
worked out “without their faithful participation”. 

● God has brought many sons to glory during the suspension of their 
program, even us Gentiles, through his program of abundant grace.  

● But their blindness will be removed once the church which is his Body is 
removed from this earth.  At that point almighty God will return to his 
prophetic plan.  Israel as a nation will be redeemed “in one day” and in due 
time even that nation will be used to bring salvation to the nations of this 
world. 

Concluding Scripture: 

Rom. 11:25-29 
25 For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye should 
be wise in your own conceits; that blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the 
fulness of the Gentiles be come in. 
26 And so all Israel shall be saved: as it is written, There shall come out of Sion the 
Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob: 
27 For this [is] my covenant unto them, when I shall take away their sins. 
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28 As concerning the gospel, [they are] enemies for your sakes: but as touching the 
election, [they are] beloved for the fathers' sakes. 
29 For the gifts and calling of God [are] without repentance. 
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