
“Romans, Dispensationally Considered — 
Who Art Thou O Man That Judges, Part 3?” 

Review: 

●  Gentiles and Jews Must Be Distinguished, At Least Dispensationally 
●  The True Judaism Under Moses Law Was Firstly a Matter of the Heart 
●  To Prevent Hypocrisy, Truth Demands A Proper Application to Oneself 
● The True Judaism Under Moses Law Demanded More Than Anyone Could 

Deliver 

● Gentiles and Jews Must Be Distinguished, At Least Dispensationally 

○ Verses 4 - 10 describe two ways of life by contrasting them … that of 
the believer and that of the unbeliever.  Though there are some non-
dispensational aspects described here, like taking God at his 
revealed word and believing that obediently, others are 
dispensational and these verse focus on those but only in outline.  
Jews and Gentiles are distinguished, for example, but the emphasis 
is on the conscience as we have seen in verses 11 - 16 and the 
conscience as a faculty of evaluation and self judgment still present 
in every person.  Its instruction, however, was greatly diminished 
over time and was in fact perverted by the satanic interpretation of 
the heavenly revelation with astrology and mythology. 

○ But some are Gentiles and others are Jews, Paul writes, and the 
judgment of God through Christ will take that into account looking 
forward to the Judgment Day. The Gentiles were not under the law, 
it says here, but the Jews were.  The Gentiles had a “law from God” 
written in their hearts in the form of the conscience (verses 11-16), 
at least initially.   

○ But the Jews also had the Law of Moses ADDED to the previous 
covenants and so they were truly “under the law” and would have by 
necessity a life marked by that law while the Gentiles had no law 
except what what written in their conscience: 

Romans 2:11-16 
11 For there is no respect of persons with God.  
12 For as many as have sinned without law shall also perish without law: 
and as many as have sinned in the law shall be judged by the law;  



13 (For not the hearers of the law are just before God, but the doers of the 
law shall be justified.  
14 For when the Gentiles, which have not the law, do by nature the things 
contained in the law, these, having not the law, are a law unto themselves:  
15 Which shew the work of the law written in their hearts, their conscience 
also bearing witness, and their thoughts the mean while accusing or else 
excusing one another;)  
16 In the day when God shall judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ 
according to my gospel.) 

○ The dispensational plan of God is outlined here at least in two 
instances, the conscience and the law.  The other dispensations that 
have already past are also hinted at here, human government (Noah, 
Job), and promise (Abraham) as we shall see in chapters yet ahead, 
and, of course, grace has already been introduced in chapter one.  
These are all independent but there are relationships between them 
as we will see as we proceed. 

○ One aspect of this seems clear though, and that is that earlier 
dispensational plans (such as the one that relied on the heavenly 
witness and on the inwrought conscience) continued as 
foundational in importance as other plans came to be instituted 
which had their own unique focus (such as human government or 
promise or the law).  But Paul was respectful towards them all, 
amazingly, and faithfully explained their ongoing relevance. 

● The True Judaism Under Moses Law Was Firstly a Matter of the Heart 

○ So Paul’s focus here now shifts radically from the Gentiles to the 
Jews.  Paul is writing, of course, from the perspective of his current 
day, that is, the mid-point of the first century A.D.  But he has been 
writing about the Gentiles here and the Jews in the next verses we 
will look at today.  Of course at that time the Gentiles are living 
nearly 40 centuries after the creation of Adam and Eve.  But since 
they were not given the Law and were not living under it, they were 
not seen by the Lord God from the perspective of the Law but 
independently of that Law.   

○ Rather, they were seen as the descendants of Adam through Seth 
and then Noah.  But now we come to the next section here where 
the focus in the letter switches to the Jews.  The Jews have a much 
younger heritage, than the Gentiles, of course, being descendants of 
one of the heads of the twelve sons of Jacob.    
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○ Religiously, though, these sinners of the Jews considered 
themselves as under that Law nonetheless and Paul addresses them 
accordingly to establish a common ground, just like he had earlier 
with the Gentiles.  Of course in fact neither Gentile nor Jew was 
actually under those previous dispensational plans, since the new 
dispensation of grace was in fact already in place.  That will become 
clear as he continues.  And, as the Gentiles needed instruction since 
their corrupted understanding of God’s plan previously revealed to 
them was in error even though that plan had previously been 
revealed to them, these Jews needed the same concerning their 
misunderstandings of Moses Law.  He reveals that here in these 
verses: 

Romans 2:17-20 
17 Behold, thou art called a Jew, and restest in the law, and makest thy boast 
of God, 

18 And knowest his will, and approvest the things that are more excellent, being 
instructed out of the law; 

19 And art confident that thou thyself art a guide of the blind, a light of them 
which are in darkness, 

20 An instructor of the foolish, a teacher of babes, which hast the form of 
knowledge and of the truth in the law. 


○ But the Law was about so much more than virtue signaling to use a 
current expression.  No, to avoid hypocrisy one must submit oneself 
to the same standard as one demands of others.   

○ But the law, any law, does have this effect, the apostle writes in 
Romans 7:7-8 and we will study that in detail another time.  But 
Romans 3:20 says it explicitly in only a few powerful words:   

“Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in 
his sight: for by the law is the knowledge of sin.” 

○ This is a harsh criticism of legalists and their philosophy of life, isn’t 
it?  And for the Jew living under the Law that Law was a great 
burden.  Before grace was available only the mercy of God might be 
gained and there were no assurances of that.  But the sacrificial 
system was there for those that were obedient — until it was taken 
away and then for all those centuries the Jews had no way even 
under the Law to approach to God.  It is a sobering thought.  What 
do contemporary Jews believe in our day?  One wonders.  And even 
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with the vast majority of Jews living in unbelief and revealing that to 
all, anti-semitism abounds wherever one looks. 

○ But true Judaism was intended to be a matter of the heart and also 
of obedience to the Law of Moses even though there never was an 
enabling allowing the complete fulfillment of that law, legally 
speaking.  For law always leads to a fuller realization of one’s own 
failures and sinful condition — unless one religiously rests in one’s 
own obedience as if it were ever enough to gain any acceptance 
before a holy and righteous God. 

○ But a sacrificial system had been given by God and was designed to 
orient the faithful Jew to matters of the heart, for it demanded re-
confession of all sins and transgressions every year on the Day of 
Atonement.  That required reflection and focus from the heart and 
not only superficially in the fleshly mind.  But the sacrificial system 
that had been provided for ongoing access and fellowship with 
Almighty God was removed in the course of time by the Lord due to 
Israel’s ongoing unbelief and idolatries.  So Judaism left the Jews in 
a difficult position by the time of the first century A.D. when Paul 
was writing here as not even that system was still available. For the 
Law condemned but there was no longer a sacrificial system that 
was available to provide a sin-covering or forgiveness as had 
previously been provided. But the Law did hold all Jews accountable 
in any case, and provided much soul-searching for all that were 
willing to take God at his word in any degree. 

● To Prevent Hypocrisy, Truth Demands A Proper Application to Oneself 

○ Indeed, the Law pointed always inward to personal failure to keep its 
many precepts.  Paul has shown this by his rhetorical questioning 
here.  Who can deny their failure whatever the standard may be let 
alone by the Law of Moses?  But without the Sacrificial System, this 
left the Jew in a difficult spot indeed. 

○ As the apostle will soon make evident, the “solution” of the problem 
for Jews being held accountable in every way by that Law is that 
they by grace would recognize their savior in our Lord Jesus.  That 
will become clear as we proceed.  But here the apostle is only laying 
the foundation for his teaching in the following chapters.  Here it is 
clearly taught that Jews, like Gentiles, have no excuse and are all to 
be held accountable by Almighty God.  But for the Jews their is an 
additional hurdle, the Law.  For the righteousness judgment of God 
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HAS been revealed, whether apart from the Law for Gentiles, or by 
the Law, for Jews.  Amen. 

● The True Judaism Under Moses Law Demanded More Than Anyone Could 
Deliver 

○ This brings us to our teaching for today, where the apostle continues 
his outline of the dispensational plan of God down through the ages. 

Our Outline Today: 

● The True Judaism Under Moses Law Demanded More Than Anyone Could 
Deliver 

● The True Judaism Under Moses Law — What Did the Law Actually Say? 
● The True Judaism Under Moses Law — What Does This Mean for Jews? 
● The True Judaism Under Moses Law — What Does This Mean for Gentiles? 

I. The True Judaism Under Moses Law Demanded More Than Anyone Could 
Deliver: 

[READ   ] Romans 2:25-29 
25 For circumcision verily profiteth, if thou keep the law: but if thou be a 
breaker of the law, thy circumcision is made uncircumcision.  

26 Therefore if the uncircumcision keep the righteousness of the law, shall not 
his uncircumcision be counted for circumcision? 

27 And shall not uncircumcision which is by nature, if it fulfil the law, judge thee, 
who by the letter and circumcision dost transgress the law? 

28 For he is not a Jew, which is one outwardly; neither is that circumcision, 
which is outward in the flesh: 

29 But he is a Jew, which is one inwardly; and circumcision is that of the heart, 
in the spirit, and not in the letter; whose praise is not of men, but of God.


○ Most were condemned under the terms of verse 25, if not all.  The 
Law demanded obedience, and not just what one might think should 
be enough, but of all the precepts of the Law.  And there were 
hundreds of them, both with positive demands (“you must”) and 
negative prohibitions (“you must not”). 

○ Those requirements were placed on the Twelve Tribes at the point 
where that “nation” was being readied to enter the land of promise.  
Remember, this was at the re-giving of the Law for Moses had 
broken that tablets at the first giving of the law so that the nation in 
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its entirely would not need to be executed for their exceedingly great 
idolatries.  They then wandered in the wilderness for nearly 40 years 
and then the Law was again given in preparation for entering the 
Land of Promise under the leadership of Joshua and Caleb. 

○ BUT THE LAW DEMANDED TOTAL OBEDIENCE OF EVERY 
PRECEPT AND EVERY REQUIREMENT, DIDN’T IT? 

Deuteronomy 6:4-9 
4 Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God is one LORD: 

5 And thou shalt love the LORD thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy 
soul, and with all thy might. 

6 And these words, which I command thee this day, shall be in thine heart: 

7 And thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk of them 
when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, and when 
thou liest down, and when thou risest up. 

8 And thou shalt bind them for a sign upon thine hand, and they shall be as 
frontlets between thine eyes. 

9 And thou shalt write them upon the posts of thy house, and on thy gates.


Exodus 19:3-6 
3 And Moses went up unto God, and the LORD called unto him out of the 
mountain, saying, Thus shalt thou say to the house of Jacob, and tell the 
children of Israel; 

4 Ye have seen what I did unto the Egyptians, and how I bare you on eagles' 
wings, and brought you unto myself. 

5 Now therefore, if ye will obey my voice indeed, and keep my covenant, then ye 
shall be a peculiar treasure unto me above all people: for all the earth is mine: 

6 And ye shall be unto me a kingdom of priests, and an holy nation. These are 
the words which thou shalt speak unto the children of Israel.


James 2:10 For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one 
point, he is guilty of all.


Galatians 3:10 For as many as are of the works of the law are under the curse: 
for it is written, Cursed is every one that continueth not in all things which are 
written in the book of the law to do them.


Deuteronomy 27:26 Cursed be he that confirmeth not all the words of this law 
to do them. And all the people shall say, Amen.


○ A system of ceremonial offerings and a calendar which emphasized 
them was provided.  But it held them in bondage even though it also 
allowed a limited fellowship with the Lord through these altar and 
temple observances as a covering for sin.  But, as the apostle said 
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so strongly in Rom. 3:20: “For by the Law is the knowledge of sin”, 
and so no one could be justified in his sight through the works of 
that law. 

○ This is therefore about how the Lord sees us sinners and not about 
how we see ourselves as measured by a compromised standard 
entirely inadequate for the purpose. 

II. The True Judaism Under Moses Law — What Did the Law Actually Say: 

[READ   ] Genesis 17:10-14 
10 This is my covenant, which ye shall keep, between me and you and thy 
seed after thee; Every man child among you shall be circumcised. 

11 And ye shall circumcise the flesh of your foreskin; and it shall be a token of 
the covenant betwixt me and you. 

12 And he that is eight days old shall be circumcised among you, every man 
child in your generations, he that is born in the house, or bought with money of 
any stranger, which is not of thy seed. 

13 He that is born in thy house, and he that is bought with thy money, must 
needs be circumcised: and my covenant shall be in your flesh for an everlasting 
covenant. 

14 And the uncircumcised man child whose flesh of his foreskin is not 
circumcised, that soul shall be cut off from his people; he hath broken my 
covenant. 

Deuteronomy 29:15-20 
15 But with him that standeth here with us this day before the LORD our God, 
and also with him that is not here with us this day: 

16 (For ye know how we have dwelt in the land of Egypt; and how we came 
through the nations which ye passed by; 

17 And ye have seen their abominations, and their idols, wood and stone, silver 
and gold, which were among them:) 

18 Lest there should be among you man, or woman, or family, or tribe, 
whose heart turneth away this day from the LORD our God, to go and serve 
the gods of these nations; lest there should be among you a root that 
beareth gall and wormwood;  
19 And it come to pass, when he heareth the words of this curse, that he 
bless himself in his heart, saying, I shall have peace, though I walk in the 
imagination of mine heart, to add drunkenness to thirst:  
20 The LORD will not spare him, but then the anger of the LORD and his 
jealousy shall smoke against that man, and all the curses that are written in 
this book shall lie upon him, and the LORD shall blot out his name from 
under heaven. 
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Deuteronomy 29:24-29 
24 Even all nations shall say, Wherefore hath the LORD done thus unto this 
land? what meaneth the heat of this great anger?  
25 Then men shall say, Because they have forsaken the covenant of the 
LORD God of their fathers, which he made with them when he brought 
them forth out of the land of Egypt:  
26 For they went and served other gods, and worshipped them, gods whom 
they knew not, and whom he had not given unto them:  
27 And the anger of the LORD was kindled against this land, to bring upon 
it all the curses that are written in this book:  
28 And the LORD rooted them out of their land in anger, and in wrath, and 
in great indignation, and cast them into another land, as it is this day.  
29 The secret things belong unto the LORD our God: but those things 
which are revealed belong unto us and to our children for ever, that we may 
do all the words of this law. 

[READ   ] Deuteronomy 30:1-6 
1 And it shall come to pass, when all these things are come upon thee, the 
blessing and the curse, which I have set before thee, and thou shalt call them to 
mind among all the nations, whither the LORD thy God hath driven thee, 

2 And shalt return unto the LORD thy God, and shalt obey his voice according to 
all that I command thee this day, thou and thy children, with all thine heart, and 
with all thy soul; 

3 That then the LORD thy God will turn thy captivity, and have compassion upon 
thee, and will return and gather thee from all the nations, whither the LORD thy 
God hath scattered thee. 

4 If any of thine be driven out unto the outmost parts of heaven, from thence will 
the LORD thy God gather thee, and from thence will he fetch thee: 

5 And the LORD thy God will bring thee into the land which thy fathers 
possessed, and thou shalt possess it; and he will do thee good, and multiply 
thee above thy fathers. 

6 And the LORD thy God will circumcise thine heart, and the heart of thy 
seed, to love the LORD thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, 
that thou mayest live. 

Jeremiah 4:4 Circumcise yourselves to the LORD, and take away the 
foreskins of your heart, ye men of Judah and inhabitants of Jerusalem: lest 
my fury come forth like fire, and burn that none can quench it, because of 
the evil of your doings. 

○ So under Moses Law circumcision was also a matter of the heart 
above the physical mark itself.  But the religion of Judaism had 
perverted that into something simply physical and perhaps ethnic(?), 
something inherently “religious”, something which was not more 
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than a fleshly kind of worship, much as exists today in many 
meetings called “worship” or “spiritual” when they are so very far 
from that in fact, at least as the Lord God is concerned.  Many of 
them are in fact worshipful and spiritual, but only in reference to 
satan himself. 

○ Paul is here in the Romans explaining what the previous 
requirements of circumcision and legal obedience were in the 
essence.   And he so often does that by using the Old Testament 
itself actually!  For the Law was always about the matters of the 
heart and not about works alone!! 

  
III. The True Judaism Under Moses Law — What Does This Mean for Jews? 

[READ   ] Romans 2:25-27  
25 For circumcision verily profiteth, if thou keep the law: but if thou be a 
breaker of the law, thy circumcision is made uncircumcision.  
26 Therefore if the uncircumcision keep the righteousness of the law, shall not 
his uncircumcision be counted for circumcision? 

27 And shall not uncircumcision which is by nature, if it fulfil the law, judge 
thee, who by the letter and circumcision dost transgress the law? 

○ So the apostle here is teaching that regarding circumcision (and that 
is here in this section the portion of the Law that is specifically 
singled out) the physical mark of circumcision was a mark looking 
forward, as it were, to a spiritual circumcision yet to come. 

○ The application to Jews here is radical indeed, for he says explicitly 
that failure to “keep the law” CANCELLED OUT the value of one’s 
circumcision!!  For a Jew who saw circumcision as a bedrock to 
support him and stand upon when all else failed, this was very bad 
news indeed.  But ALL of the Law was to be kept, not just one or a 
few precepts or commandments.  So circumcision was of itself 
nothing unless it were in the context of the entire Mosaic system 
including the ceremonial law, of course.  For by the law is the 
knowledge of sin! 
 
There is a similar and parallel issue with water baptism today, for it 
is a religious symbol and may in fact be nothing more, but that is a 
subject for another time. 

○ But Paul is writing here about how it HAD BEEN for the Jews when 
they were “under that law of Moses”.  He is writing about the 

10/22/23	 9



previous dispensation that was all “of that Law” given from Sinai 
and then again just before the entry into the land of promise.  But 
now when he is writing the Romans, that dispensation had already 
passed away and now grace reigned as has already been written 
here in chapter one and is especially emphasized later here in this 
letter and in others of Paul’s letters.  And in this current 
dispensation, “there is neither Jew nor Greek, male or female, bond 
or free”, you will recall. 
 
Well, now, back to the teaching here which we will now finish up for 
today.   

IV. The True Judaism Under Moses Law — What Does This Mean for Gentiles? 

○ The teaching for Gentiles that Paul now reveals is exactly contrary to 
that for Jews, isn’t it?   
 
The former is negative, the latter so very positive.  The Jews were 
under that Law and it condemned them though the ceremonial 
system was provided to them for a considerable time before it was 
taken away and they were left without any way to cover their sins at 
all.   
 
Paul just cannot say that much about law that is positive, it seems.  
There were at least two reasons for that: 1) Under grace no one was 
under that law any longer, and 2) The perverted “law” that the 
Pharisees, Scribes, and Sadducees were promoting (and, we should 
add the Judaizers too, of course) was in no way what Moses had 
given to Israel so long before. 
 
But the Gentiles were never under that law and were not therefore 
to be held accountable by it.  What was their circumstance before a 
holy and righteous God therefore? 

Romans 2:26-29  
26 Therefore if the uncircumcision keep the righteousness of the law, shall 
not his uncircumcision be counted for circumcision?  
27 And shall not uncircumcision which is by nature, if it fulfil the law, judge 
thee, who by the letter and circumcision dost transgress the law?  
28 For he is not a Jew, which is one outwardly; neither is that circumcision, 
which is outward in the flesh:  
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29 But he is a Jew, which is one inwardly; and circumcision is that of the 
heart, in the spirit, and not in the letter; whose praise is not of men, but of 
God. 

○ Dispensationally speaking, therefore, back during the times of which 
Paul has been writing here in chapter 2, the Gentiles were not under 
the Law of Moses as they never had been.  But they were still being 
held accountable to the revelation that they had been given in the 
heavens and that was passed down from generation to generation 
(think of Enoch and Job, for example, both mentioned so gloriously 
in the scriptures, for their shining examples of faith and obedience). 

○ So Paul ends the chapter on such a positive note regarding Gentile 
salvation in times past, and will begin the next chapter with these 
stimulating words: 

Romans 3:1-2 
1 What advantage then hath the Jew? or what profit is there of circumcision?  
2 Much every way: chiefly, because that unto them were committed the oracles of 
God. 

Conclusions / Application: 

● This teaching of the apostle today given to us here in chapter two boldly 
declares that being in God’s sight a Jew and being circumcised as entirely 
spiritual and not a matter of the flesh!  I am often amazed by how bold the 
apostle is but this reaches the ultimate, doesn’t it?  The conclusion:  
Gentiles could be Jews and could be circumcised spiritually down through 
time until today where there is neither Jew nor Greek.  For today it is all a 
matter of the heart and of the spirit and NOT IN THE LETTER, as it were.   
 
What Paul has done here is to show that the religious systems of the Jews 
and the Gentiles as perverted by the enemy never provided a true and 
authentic structure of worship of Almighty God.  Only the revelation of God 
itself could provide that as it had from the beginning onwards.  Amen and 
amen. 

● As we proceed next time, Lord willing, we will see how this is yet further 
developed here in the great letter to the Romans.  Other dispensational 
plans will be brought under Paul’s microscope as he examines them next 
with a special focus on Abraham and his promises and on Moses and his 
Law. 
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