
 

Monthly Grace Fellowship 
Milford, June 11, 2017 

“Basic Bible Doctrines: 
Works or Fruit - What Should Our Focus Be?” 

Gal. 5:16-26  
 
Theme Verses: 
 

“But to him that worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth the 
ungodly, his faith is counted for righteousness.” Rom. 4:5 
 
“O wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me from the body of this 
death?  I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord. So then with the mind I 
myself serve the law of God; but with the flesh the law of sin.” Rom. 7:24-25 
 
“Wherefore then serveth the law? It was added because of transgressions, 
till the seed should come to whom the promise was made; and it was 
ordained by angels in the hand of a mediator.”  Gal. 3:19  

 
Review - What was the Law all about?  Concerning the Indwelling Sin Nature 
 

Why does the apostle Paul cry out at the end of chapter 7 of the Romans: 
“O wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me from the body of this 
death?”  Because the indwelling Flesh or Sin Nature still found in every 
believer has so successfully bound believer to evil passions.  Those 
passions of the flesh he has taught there are even more controlling when 
we voluntarily place ourselves under a legal principle.  I hope and pray that 
we are grasping this most essential truth! 

 
Review - What was the Law all about?  As Regarding Our Salvation: 
 

Rom. 4:4-5  
4 Now to him that worketh is the reward not reckoned of grace, but of debt. 
5 But to him that worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth the 
ungodly, his faith is counted for righteousness. 
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● These two, grace and debt, are incompatible.  Why?  Paul writes here 
with characteristic boldness and simplicity that even the reprobate’s 
evil works cannot keep him from heaven’s glory -- IF he believes God 
and takes him at his word as did our forerunner in faith, Abraham. 

 
● WE MUST CONCLUDE THAT TODAY, UNDER GOD’S UNLIMITED 

GRACE, LAW IS NOT (AND CANNOT BE) RELEVANT TO OUR 
SALVATION! 

 
Review - What was the Law all about? As Regarding Our Sanctification: 
 

Gal. 3:11-14 
11 But that no man is justified by the law in the sight of God, it is evident: 
for, The just shall live by faith. 
12 And the law is not of faith: but, The man that doeth them shall live in 
them. 
13 Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse 
for us: for it is written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree: 
14 That the blessing of Abraham might come on the Gentiles through Jesus 
Christ; that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith. 

 
● Paul’s testimony of how God had worked when he came to Galatia 

preaching the gospel is key here.  Instead of preaching to them a 
legal and religious system of requirements, he rather preached the 
crucified Christ and “displayed” him before them! Verse 1 sets the 
stage here for the apostle’s teaching here: 

 
Gal. 3:1 “O foolish Galatians, who hath bewitched you, that ye 
should not obey the truth, before whose eyes Jesus Christ hath 
been evidently set forth, crucified among you?”  
 

● These Galatian unbelievers had responded in saving faith and had 
received the gift of the Spirit as all believers have.  They knew 
therefore the reality and the power of God’s grace.   It is still exactly 
the same today.  These believers had dis-graced the working of God 
by tuening back to the Law and therefore he calls them here “fools”. 
And so they were. 

 
● In summary, the law short-circuits the working of grace.  Many today 
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just like in those early days are trying to layer grace on top of law (or 
vice versa) so that the presumed “benefits” of the Mosaic Law may 
continue today -- but these attempts always lead to a legalistic 
religious system and so they always fail.  AGAIN, THE LAW IS NOT 
RELEVANT TO OUR SALVATION, OR, OUR SANCTIFICATION! 

 
● But, of course, once understanding the negatives, one then may ask 

“what then was the law for?”  Verse 19 is key as we saw in our last 
fellowship: 

 
Our Central Scripture Last Time: 
 

Gal. 3:19  Wherefore then serveth the law? It was added because of 
transgressions, till the seed should come to whom the promise was made; and it 
was ordained by angels in the hand of a mediator. 

 
#1 - The Purpose of the Law according to Gal. 3:19 
 

Gal. 3:19-29  
19 Wherefore then serveth the law? It was added because of transgressions, till 
the seed should come to whom the promise was made; and it was ordained by 
angels in the hand of a mediator. 
20 Now a mediator is not a mediator of one, but God is one. 

 
● The Law of Moses was given “because of” transgressions (also 

translated “for the sake of” or “to facilitate or benefit”).  The 
revelation of the promises to Abraham and his seed were not well 
received by the nation of Israel.  Therefore the Law was given that 
they might know their sin much more thoroughly than before. 
Through the Law, they learned that they were even “desparately 
wicked! 

 
● This means that the Law was not given to the children of Israel as a 

blessing.  
 
#2 - The Meaning of Law and Legal Works Contrasted with Promise and Faith 
 

21 Is the law then against the promises of God? God forbid: for if there had been 
a law given which could have given life, verily righteousness should have been 
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by the law. 
22 But the scripture hath concluded all under sin, that the promise by faith of 
Jesus Christ might be given to them that believe. 

 
● The Law in itself is not evil in any sense.  The issue is that the Law 

and the Flesh are like oil and water -- they cannot be mixed 
successfully.  Grace is always short-circuited by legal requirements, 
or, to put this a little differently, law-works, under grace, are 
welcomed by men but not God. 

 
● Verses 21 & 22 reveal that the Law was not intended to bring 

righteousness or life!  But the promise was.  Praise the Lord. 
 

● The only logical conclusion really is that those who were “under” the 
Law and who were bound by it (the Israelites) could be saved ONLY 
according to the terms of the promises given to Abraham regarding 
the Seed of the Woman.  The Seed of the Woman is Israel’s Messiah 
and their coming King.  Only faith therefore (and in no way the works 
of the Law can save anyone, no matter what religion teaches! 

 
#3 - The Place of the Law Illustrated with the “School Boy” Analogy 
 

23 But before faith came, we were kept under the law, shut up unto the faith 
which should afterwards be revealed. 
24 Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we 
might be justified by faith. 
25 But after that faith is come, we are no longer under a schoolmaster. 
 

● What was the context here?  It was, of course, Israel and Israel’s law 
and their God-ordained servitude under that law.  These verses are 
not therefore directly about Gentiles. 

 
● What was the extent of that servitude?  Its beginning?  Its ending? 

 
● What were the effects of that servitude? Some key words here 

include: 
○ ”Kept under”:  This means protected as in a fort or a garrison 

as in 2 Cor. 11:32 
○ “Shut up”: Same word in verse 22 where it is translated 

Page 4 



 

“concluded”.  The idea is concretely portrayed in Lk. 5:6 where 
fish are held in a net! 

○ “Our schoolmaster”: We have our word “pedagogue” which is 
the same word as this taken into English letter by letter.  Take 
note that pedagogues are not thought of very highly because 
of their dictatorial control of the young ones.  This word was 
chosen by the Holy Spirit with perfection, of course, to 
correctly communicate Paul’s message regarding the Law. 

 
● What was the intent of that servitude?  

○ “To bring us ‘unto’ Christ”: This signifies a coming to Christ or 
a coming up to the time of Christ.  I think the latter is more 
appropriate to the context. 

○ “That we might be justified by faith”: In other words, by faith in 
distinction to the works of the law. 

 
● THE BOTTOM LINE HERE: Verse 25: “But after that faith is come, we 

are no longer under a schoolmaster.”  So we (and Paul meant including 
even the Jews!) are today no longer bound by the Mosaic Law! 

 
The Key Question for Today: 
 
"Works or Fruit - What Should Our Focus Be?"  This is a profound question and 
one that we hope to be able to answer today. 
 
To answer it we need to ask and answer another question:  What is the 
relationship today between the believer and “good works”?  Since we are not 
under the law but under grace, does it therefore follow logically that from God’s 
point of view our works are irrelevant?  Chapter 5, verses 16-26 answer those 
questions in a way we might not have expected.  In fact, the expression “good 
works” is not even found there or anywhere in the Galatians letter although much 
teaching regarding this is found in Romans, Ephesians, 1 & 2 Timothy, Titus and 
Hebrews.  
 
So “good works” is a major subject of Paul’s letters.  Paul simply exhorts often 
that grace believers ought not to “forget” good works, for they are helpful to 
many, especially other believers.  This is quite different from under the kingdom 
gospel, for example, where good works are a major part of the believer’s witness 
to the lost.  Titus 3:8! 
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Perhaps we can also today gain an understanding of why this subject is not a 
central focus in Galatians even though “works” are very much his focus in this 
letter. 
 

● Works are portrayed negatively in Galatians.  Why?  Do you remember our 
last studies? 

● Does our heavenly father not care about our works at all? 
● What is the “problem” with our works and how can we learn to deal with it? 

 
A Very Relevant Verse: Heb. 9:14 How much more shall the blood of Christ, 
who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without spot to God, purge your 
conscience from dead works to serve the living God? 

 
● The answers to these questions provided here in Gal. 5 are radical and 

must be taken to heart or we will always by captured and enslaved in a 
works-based religious system which is in every case contrary to God’s 
plan and purpose under grace.  Those works brought forth in that context 
are “dead works” according to Heb. 9:14.  Those are solemn words indeed. 

 
Today’s Scriptures: 
 
Gal. 5:16-26  
16 This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh. 
17 For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these are 
contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye would. 
18 But if ye be led of the Spirit, ye are not under the law. 
19 Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these; Adultery, fornication, 
uncleanness, lasciviousness, 
20 Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies, 
21 Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like: of the which I tell you 
before, as I have also told you in time past, that they which do such things shall not 
inherit the kingdom of God. 
22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, 
faith, 
23 Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law. 
24 And they that are Christ's have crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts. 
25 If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. 
26 Let us not be desirous of vain glory, provoking one another, envying one another. 

Page 6 



 

 
● Verse 16:  We find here an exhortation to walk appropriately and its 

consequence.  But than that but the true interpretation of this verse is that 
it states an IF - THEN relationship assuming the condition stated -- that we 
are walking by the Spirit.  This is a profound statement and its truth is at 
the heart of the Christian life of the believer under grace. 

 
● Verses 17: This verse is the explanation (see the word “for” at the 

beginning) of verse 16.  In that case (and in that case alone) as verse 16 
indicates, the Holy Spirit defeats the power of the flesh providing liberty 
and the opportunity to bring forth the fruit of the Spirit.  Otherwise, the 
flesh dominates us and its works are the result.   Those works are never 
pleasing to God.  Never! 

 
● Verse 18: This is the condition of man: There is a great contrast between 

the life of the Spirit and the life under the law (remember Romans  
chapter 7) 

 
● Verses 19-21: The works of the flesh are here enumerated (in part, and they 

cannot be listed in full, of course). 
 

● Verse 22-23a: The greatest contrast to evil works is the fruit of the Spirit. 
 

● Verse 23b:  A profound statement regarding the law - our life in the Spirit is 
so different than what the law produces in one’s life that the two do not 
even relate! 

 
● Verses 24-26: The essence of the abundant Christian life is powerfully 

outlined here.  May we always take these words to heart.  Amen. 
 
Discussion: 
 

● Have we learned the Pauline teaching well or are we still in bondage to law 
with their legal / religious systems?  Your thoughts? 

 
● If we have not learned yet the futility of a legal system, why have we found 

this so difficult?  
 

● If we are still bound by a religious and works-oriented system,  all the 
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baggage of the past must be cast off so we can move ahead under grace 
and its full abundance - Rom. 5:17. 

 
● REMEMBER, WORKS CAN EASILY SHORT-CIRCUIT THE WORKINGS OF 

GRACE IN OUR LIVES.  THE CONSEQUENCES OF THIS TRUTH ARE VERY 
PROFOUND INDEED.  AMEN? 

 
Our question at the beginning was simply this:  "Works or Fruit - What Should 
Our Focus Be?"  Do you know the answer? 
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