
 

Monthly Grace Fellowship 
Milford, January 7, 2018 

Basic Bible Doctrines: “Sanctification - An Introduction” 
 
Five Foundational Scriptures: 
 

● 2 Cor. 10:3-5 
3 For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the flesh: 
4 (For the weapons of our warfare [are] not carnal, but mighty through God 
to the pulling down of strong holds;) 
5 Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself 
against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to 
the obedience of Christ; 
 

● Eph. 6:12 
For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, 
against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against 
spiritual wickedness in high [places]. 

 
● 2 Thess. 2:1-10 

1 Now we beseech you, brethren, by the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
and [by] our gathering together unto him, 
2 That ye be not soon shaken in mind, or be troubled, neither by spirit, nor 
by word, nor by letter as from us, as that the day of Christ is at hand. 
3 Let no man deceive you by any means: for [that day shall not come], 
except there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the 
son of perdition; 
4 Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is 
worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing 
himself that he is God. 
5 Remember ye not, that, when I was yet with you, I told you these things? 
6 And now ye know what withholdeth that he might be revealed in his time. 
7 For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: only he who now letteth 
[will let], until he be taken out of the way. 
8 And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume 
with the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of his 
coming: 
9 [Even him], whose coming is after the working of Satan with all power 
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and signs and lying wonders, 
10 And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; 
because they received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved. 

 
● Col. 2:18 

Let no man beguile you of your reward in a voluntary humility and 
worshipping of angels, intruding into those things which he hath not seen, 
vainly puffed up by his fleshly mind . . . 
 

● 2 Cor. 4:15-18 
15 For all things [are] for your sakes, that the abundant grace might 
through the thanksgiving of many redound to the glory of God. 
16 For which cause we faint not; but though our outward man perish, yet 
the inward [man] is renewed day by day. 
17 For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far 
more exceeding [and] eternal weight of glory; 
18 While we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which 
are not seen: for the things which are seen [are] temporal; but the things 
which are not seen [are] eternal. 

 
Review:  
 

● Spiritual Blindness was our theme in our latest fellowship.  We considered 
some of the many types of blindness we are subject to and how these are 
some of our greatest enemies as we walk in this world of darkness and sin. 
My plan was to continue with that today looking at a number of those 
different kinds of blindness in some detail.  But it was not to be so.  That 
would have taken us away from scripture itself for some time and I realized 
that was not what was needed now.  

 
● We have considered in great detail what it means to place oneself under 

legal principles and what the inevitable consequence of that always is. 
Since legalism is the very essence of religion and religion is satan’s 
greatest tool in blinding the hearts of mankind, we spent much time on that 
as the apostle Paul has as well in his letters.  The many contrasts between 
faith and works, between grace and law, are made so clear in his teaching. 
We have learned there how very powerful grace is.  

  
● Our natural tendency, however, is to place ourselves back under some law 
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or other not realizing the spiritual danger in this.  Those dangers can easily 
be seen by studying Paul’s many statements regarding the Mosaic Law and 
legal principles in general.  Several of those bold statements are these: 
 

○ “The law made sin to be fully known in all of its depth" (Rom. 7:7). 
 

○ "The law was not intended to provide life, an inheritance or 
righteousness" (Gal. 2:21; 3:18, 21) 

 
○ "The law never made anything perfect" (Heb. 7:19) 

 
○ "The law could provide only a shadow of the good to come" (Heb. 10) 

 
● So the Pauline teaching should be clear.  The burden of the law, however, 

is great indeed, having been Israel’s rule for nearly two thousand years, 
and then passed down in the churches as if it still is valid today.  Most 
believers today consider our views on grace to be extreme if not downright 
heretical (witness the books today on “hyper-grace”, for example).  
 
But even in the face of such great opposition by the religious leaders of his 
own day, the apostle of the Gentiles does write so very, very boldly: 

 
Gal. 3:10 For as many as are of the works of the law are under the curse: for it is 
written, Cursed is every one that continueth not in all things which are written in 
the book of the law to do them. 

 
● In comparison, Paul often writes, that the glories of God’s unlimited grace 

are greater far than what the Law could ever or did ever deliver for Israel: 
 

Rom. 5:17 
17 For if by one man's offence death reigned by one; much more they which 
receive abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness shall reign in life by 
one, Jesus Christ.) 
 

Introduction to the Fundamentals of the Doctrine of Sanctification: 
 

● We have considered spritual blindness in a number of dimensions in our 
last several fellowships.  Paul writes clearly on this subject in most of his 
letters, but our fallen nature inevitably seeks experience and confirmation 
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of “spiritual success”.   “Religion”, in its various and often subtle forms, 
powerfully attracts our fallen nature to itself and binds in ways that are 
beyond our understanding.  With the Pauline teaching on this subject so 
clear, we should know well that the seeking of spiritual experience and 
personal confirmation of achievement before a righteous and holy God will 
lead to even greater errors than a worldly and fleshly life. 

 
● So be skeptical of every “new” doctrine that comes along.  Ask yourself, 

how can this or that “new” teaching or method take the place of the holy 
word of Almighty God, the Bible?  The devil is in the details of every one of 
these teachings!  

 
● Today we will try only to lay a foundation for some future studies on the 

great doctine of the Sanctification of the Believer.  We will not look much 
today at how that word is used (see word study at end of handout please) 
saving that for future studies. 

 
I. “We do not war after the flesh” / “we wrestle not against flesh and blood”: 

 
2 Cor. 10:1-5 
1 Now I Paul myself beseech you by the meekness and gentleness of Christ, 
who in presence [am] base among you, but being absent am bold toward you: 
2 But I beseech [you], that I may not be bold when I am present with that 
confidence, wherewith I think to be bold against some, which think of us as if we 
walked according to the flesh. 
3 For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the flesh: 
4 (For the weapons of our warfare [are] not carnal, but mighty through God 
to the pulling down of strong holds;) 
5 Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself 
against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to 
the obedience of Christ; 
 
Eph. 6:12 
For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, 
against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against 
spiritual wickedness in high [places]. 
 

● Using the apostle Paul as our example, his utmost battle in this life 
was not against “flesh” or “blood”, terms that have a very wide 
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range of meanings.  Rather, they were against “spiritual forces” 
residing “in the heavenlies”!  The battles he waged (and ours too) 
therefore were were of a different sort than what we might have 
thought and the enemy far greater indeed, for even satan himself 
was in the very center of those battles! 

 
● The battle, in fact, is spiritual at its root.  It is not worldly, carnal or 

fleshly although the flesh is often involved.  The greatest battles are 
against the greatest array of spiritual forces satan can amass, for the 
religious systems of this world are his creation and he is their 
Prince. 

 
● And let us never forget that religion in all of its forms (except for the 

one true religion, that of Israel’s as defined in Israel’s Law given 
through Moses, which religion has for now been set aside) has been 
explicitly designed by satan himself to always cover up its source so 
that the religious practitioner will always think that he is serving God 
when in reality he is serving satan or his anti-christ (“anti” meaning 
“substitute”).  Those captured by a religion are bound by the flesh in 
the very service of their God, a very radical, but true, teaching 
indeed.  This is identified in Titus 2:12 by the word “worldly”.  The 
root word for “worldly” is “world” or “cosmos” in Greek, found 187 
times in the New Testament. 

 
[Discussion?] 
 

II. “For the mystery of iniquity is already working . . .”: 
 

2 Thess. 2:1-10 
1 Now we beseech you, brethren, by the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and 
[by] our gathering together unto him, 
2 That ye be not soon shaken in mind, or be troubled, neither by spirit, nor by 
word, nor by letter as from us, as that the day of Christ is at hand. 
3 Let no man deceive you by any means: for [that day shall not come], 
except there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the 
son of perdition; 
4 Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is 
worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing 
himself that he is God. 
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5 Remember ye not, that, when I was yet with you, I told you these things? 
6 And now ye know what withholdeth that he might be revealed in his time. 
7 For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: only he who now letteth 
[will let], until he be taken out of the way. 
8 And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume 
with the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of his 
coming: 
9 [Even him], whose coming is after the working of Satan with all power 
and signs and lying wonders, 
10 And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; 
because they received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved. 
 

● The teaching here is simple enough although very profound: one of 
satan’s greatest works will be during the Great Tribulation period 
when the entire world will become his subject in ways never before 
seen (witness “the mark of the beast”, the signs and wonders, etc.) 
However, there is a previously unrevealed working today that is of a 
similar sort.  It is called here “the mystery of iniquity” or “the secret 
of lawlessness”. 

 
● The essence of that working is, as verse 9 says so well,  “the working 

of Satan with all power and signs and lying wonders.”  And, as verse 7 
states, that working is already a reality, even now during the 
dispensation of the grace of God. 

 
● What are our defenses against such power?  With such foes we must 

be always vigilant since we fight not against earthly foes but 
heavenly ones indeed.  The miracles and signs so often put forth in 
proof of God’s work are therefore not at all a proof of the true God’s 
working.  In fact they are the opposite.  It is satan’s work to capture 
the minds and hearts of those unaware and blinded of God’s 
abundant grace. 

 
[Discussion?] 
 
III. “Let no man beguile you of your reward in a voluntary humility . . .”: 

 
Col. 2:18 
Let no man beguile you of your reward in a voluntary humility and 
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worshipping of angels, intruding into those things which he hath not seen, 
vainly puffed up by his fleshly mind. [please read from verse 13 through the 
end of the chapter for the full impact of this most enlightening teaching] 
 

● Here the apostle is quite explicit in identifying the mark of satan’s 
working.  It is as “anti-christ”, now lowercase “a”, but then, in the 
Tribulation period yet to come, uppercase “A”. 

● A “voluntary humility” - be ever so careful of this, for it is the mark of 
all religions and religious systems.  True humility can never be 
“voluntary” or founded in the will of man. 

● “Intruding into those things which he hath not seen”, and pumped up 
by the flesh for no godly or truly spiritual end.  This is the path of 
religion, to “intrude”, to go, where no man many go in a godly 
manner. 

● The book stores and the Internet (and the churches) are filled to 
overflowing with aids and tools promoting the religion of antichrist 
and his worship - and all is promoted in the name of Almighty God!! 

● The Babylonian religion of Nimrod and Semiramis (his wife) reign 
supreme in the world’s religions of whatever name they are found. 

 
[Discussion?] 
 
IV. “While we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are 

not seen . . .”: 
 

● 2 Cor. 4:15-18 
15 For all things [are] for your sakes, that the abundant grace might 
through the thanksgiving of many redound to the glory of God. 
16 For which cause we faint not; but though our outward man perish, yet 
the inward [man] is renewed day by day. 
17 For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far 
more exceeding [and] eternal weight of glory; 
18 While we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which 
are not seen: for the things which are seen [are] temporal; but the things 
which are not seen [are] eternal. 
 

● The contrast here is so great and this statement of our lives in the 
spirit so powerful.  Doesn’t it draw you into a faithful worship of the 
true and living God and always away from the world and its 
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[presumed] pleasures.  The spiritual power of God’s grace is 
unlimited.  It cannot ever fail you! 

  
●  We must “stop” looking at and being burdened by the “afflictions” 

of this current realm and rather “start” looking at “the things which are 
not seen”.  They are only seen through faith and never by sight. 

 
● The reason for this is clear:  The one is focused on satan’s world 

which is passing away, while the other is focused on “ the things 
which are [are] eternal” and are therefore the things of God. 

  
[Discussion?] 
 
Conclusions / Exhortation: 
 

● The connection of our study today with our new subject, Santification, 
should be clear.  None of what we have seen in the Pauline teachings 
considered today is compatible with the many false teachings often 
promoted regarding the sanctification of the believer.  Perfect, complete, or 
total sanctification, sinless perfection, second blessings, baptisms for 
power, etc., etc., are all beyond the scope of and contrary to what God is 
doing today under grace.  So many movements today are thoroughly 
ungodly and often even satanic though they hide for cover under the name 
“christian”.  

 
● Beware of what purports to be “new” and “better”.  How can there be 

anything better than the revealed word of the Almighty God and his 
working under grace?  There is no “new spirituality” today apart from the 
“new age religion”, and that is as old as the hills of Canaan or Babylon! 
Satan’s reinventions to suit the “spirit of the times” or his evil and worldly 
workings are in essence always the same.  There can be nothing better 
than Christ’s riches in glory according tp God’s unlimited grace, at least in 
this life: 

 
Col. 2:13-3:4 
13 And you, being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of your flesh, hath 
he quickened together with him, having forgiven you all trespasses; 
14 Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was 
contrary to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross; 
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15 [And] having spoiled principalities and powers, he made a shew of them 
openly, triumphing over them in it. 
16 Let no man therefore judge you in meat, or in drink, or in respect of an 
holyday, or of the new moon, or of the sabbath [days]: 
17 Which are a shadow of things to come; but the body [is] of Christ. 
18 Let no man beguile you of your reward in a voluntary humility and 
worshipping of angels, intruding into those things which he hath not seen, 
vainly puffed up by his fleshly mind, 
19 And not holding the Head, from which all the body by joints and bands having 
nourishment ministered, and knit together, increaseth with the increase of God. 
20 Wherefore if ye be dead with Christ from the rudiments of the world, why, as 
though living in the world, are ye subject to ordinances, 
21 (Touch not; taste not; handle not; 
22 Which all are to perish with the using;) after the commandments and doctrines 
of men? 
23 Which things have indeed a shew of wisdom in will worship, and humility, and 
neglecting of the body; not in any honour to the satisfying of the flesh. 
-- 
1 If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ 
sitteth on the right hand of God. 
2 Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth. 
3 For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God. 
4 When Christ, [who is] our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him 
in glory. 

 
Next Time: Biblical Sanctification - True Doctrine and False 
 

I. Three Views on Sanctification --  The First: Total Sanctification  
II. Three Views on Sanctification --  The Second: Partial Sanctification 
III. Three Views on Sanctification --  The Third: Pauline Sanctification 

 
 
Word Study for Next Fellowship [I have tagged them individually according to 
their context]: 
 
Sanctify (the Verb) 
 
OF GOD OR GOD’S REALM Mat 6:9, After this manner therefore pray ye: Our 
Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. 
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OF GOD OR GOD’S REALM     Mat 23:17, Ye fools and blind: for whether is 
greater, the gold, or the temple that sanctifieth the gold? 
 
OF GOD OR GOD’S REALM    Mat 23:19, Ye fools and blind: for whether is 
greater, the gift, or the altar that sanctifieth the gift? 
 
OF GOD OR GOD’S REALM     Luk 11:2, And he said unto them, When ye pray, 
say, Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. 
Thy will be done, as in heaven, so in earth. 
 
OF GOD OR GOD’S REALM     Joh 10:36, Say ye of him, whom the Father hath 
sanctified, and sent into the world, Thou blasphemest; because I said, I am the 
Son of God? 
 
SANCTIFICATION BY TRUTH    Joh 17:17, Sanctify them through thy truth: thy 
word is truth. 
 
SANCTIFICATION BY TRUTH        Joh 17:19, And for their sakes I sanctify myself, 
that they also might be sanctified through the truth. 
 
POSITIONAL SANCTIFICATION    Act 20:32, And now, brethren, I commend you to 
God, and to the word of his grace, which is able to build you up, and to give you 
an inheritance among all them which are sanctified. 
 
POSITIONAL SANCTIFICATION    Act 26:18, To open their eyes, and to turn them 
from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan unto God, that they may 
receive forgiveness of sins, and inheritance among them which are sanctified by 
faith that is in me. 
 
PRACTICAL SANCTIFICATION        Rom 15:16, That I should be the minister of 
Jesus Christ to the Gentiles, ministering the gospel of God, that the offering up of 
the Gentiles might be acceptable, being sanctified by the Holy Ghost. 
 
POSITIONAL SANCTIFICATION     1Co 1:2, Unto the church of God which is at 
Corinth, to them that are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints, with all 
that in every place call upon the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, both theirs and 
ours: 
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POSITIONAL SANCTIFICATION    1Co 6:11, And such were some of you: but ye 
are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of the Lord 
Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God. 
 
PRACTICAL SANCTIFICATION        1Co 7:14, For the unbelieving husband is 
sanctified by the wife, and the unbelieving wife is sanctified by the husband: else 
were your children unclean; but now are they holy. 
 
POSITIONAL SANCTIFICATION      Eph 5:26, That he might sanctify and cleanse it 
with the washing of water by the word, 
 
PRACTICAL SANCTIFICATION        1Th 5:23, And the very God of peace sanctify 
you wholly; and I pray God your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved 
blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
PRACTICAL SANCTIFICATION        1Ti 4:5, For it is sanctified by the word of God 
and prayer. 
 
PRACTICAL SANCTIFICATION        2Ti 2:21, If a man therefore purge himself from 
these, he shall be a vessel unto honour, sanctified, and meet for the master's use, 
and prepared unto every good work. 
 
POSITIONAL SANCTIFICATION     Heb 2:11, For both he that sanctifieth and they 
who are sanctified are all of one: for which cause he is not ashamed to call them 
brethren, 
 
POSITIONAL SANCTIFICATION     Heb 2:11, For both he that sanctifieth and they 
who are sanctified are all of one: for which cause he is not ashamed to call them 
brethren, 
 
POSITIONAL SANCTIFICATION     Heb 9:13, For if the blood of bulls and of goats, 
and the ashes of an heifer sprinkling the unclean, sanctifieth to the purifying of 
the flesh: 
 
POSITIONAL SANCTIFICATION     Heb 10:10, By the which will we are sanctified 
through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. 
 
POSITIONAL SANCTIFICATION     Heb 10:14, For by one offering he hath 
perfected for ever them that are sanctified. 
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POSITIONAL SANCTIFICATION     Heb 10:29, Of how much sorer punishment, 
suppose ye, shall he be thought worthy, who hath trodden under foot the Son of 
God, and hath counted the blood of the covenant, wherewith he was sanctified, 
an unholy thing, and hath done despite unto the Spirit of grace? 
 
 POSITIONAL SANCTIFICATION    Heb 13:12, Wherefore Jesus also, that he might 
sanctify the people with his own blood, suffered without the gate. 
 
PRACTICAL SANCTIFICATION    1Pe 3:15, But sanctify the Lord God in your 
hearts: and be ready always to give an answer to every man that asketh you a 
reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear: 
 
PRACTICAL SANCTIFICATION        Rev 22:11, He that is unjust, let him be unjust 
still: and he which is filthy, let him be filthy still: and he that is righteous, let him 
be righteous still: and he that is holy, let him be holy still. 
 
Sanctification (the Noun): 
 
PRACTICAL SANCTIFICATION   Rom 6:19, I speak after the manner of men 
because of the infirmity of your flesh: for as ye have yielded your members 
servants to uncleanness and to iniquity unto iniquity; even so now yield your 
members servants to righteousness unto holiness. 
 
PRACTICAL SANCTIFICATION  Rom 6:22, But now being made free from sin, and 
become servants to God, ye have your fruit unto holiness, and the end 
everlasting life. 
 
POSITIONAL SANCTIFICATION     1Co 1:30, But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, 
who of God is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and 
redemption: 
 
PRACTICAL SANCTIFICATION  1Th 4:3, For this is the will of God, even your 
sanctification, that ye should abstain from fornication: 
 
PRACTICAL SANCTIFICATION  1Th 4:7, For God hath not called us unto 
uncleanness, but unto holiness. 
 
ROOT MEANING  2Th 2:13, But we are bound to give thanks alway to God for you, 
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brethren beloved of the Lord, because God hath from the beginning chosen you 
to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth: 
 
PRACTICAL SANCTIFICATION 1Ti 2:15, Notwithstanding she shall be saved in 
childbearing, if they continue in faith and charity and holiness with sobriety. 
 
PRACTICAL SANCTIFICATION  Heb 12:14, Follow peace with all men, and 
holiness, without which no man shall see the Lord: 
 
PRACTICAL SANCTIFICATION 1Pe 1:2, Elect according to the foreknowledge of 
God the Father, through sanctification of the Spirit, unto obedience and 
sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ: Grace unto you, and peace, be multiplied. 
 
Note: I have not included the standard Greek word for “holy” which occurs 229 
times in the Greek New Testament!  Do a word study on that if you have the 
energy! 
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