
 

Monthly Grace Fellowship 
Milford, December 10, 2017 

Basic Bible Doctrines:  

“True Liberty Under Grace -- From Darkness to Light” 
 
Some Transforming Scriptures: 
 
“For if by one man's offence death reigned by one; much more they which receive 
abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness shall reign in life by one, 
Jesus Christ.”  Rom. 5:17  
 
“Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto 
God through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal 
body, that ye should obey it in the lusts thereof.  Neither yield ye your members 
[as] instruments of unrighteousness unto sin: but yield yourselves unto God, as 
those that are alive from the dead, and your members [as] instruments of 
righteousness unto God.”  Rom. 6:11-13 
 
“O wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me from the body of this death?  I 
thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord. So then with the mind I myself serve 
the law of God; but with the flesh the law of sin.  [There is] therefore now no 
condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but 
after the Spirit.  For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free 
from the law of sin and death.” Rom. 7:24-8:2 
 
“But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that 
raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit 
that dwelleth in you.  Therefore, brethren, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live 
after the flesh.  For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die: but if ye through the 
Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live.”  
Rom. 8:11-13 
 
“[This] I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh. 
For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these 
are contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye would. 
But if ye be led of the Spirit, ye are not under the law.” Gal. 5:16-18 
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Review:  
 

● As we have seen here in several studies based on Paul’s letter to the 
Romans, chapters 5 through 8, many (but not all, of course) of the benefits 
of the death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ have been already 
applied to us!  Most importantly, true liberty from “the law of sin and death” 
(chapter 8, verse 2) is one of those -- and in its place we have (also verse 2) 
“the law of the Spirit of life” and “newness of life” in Christ Jesus. 
Learning of this new principle of life with its entirely different dynamic is a 
great blessing indeed, but blindness in many forms may still grip our 
hearts and minds, even after many years as believers and as students of 
his word.  Why is this so, we might ask? 

 
● As always, for us to gain the blessings of Almighty God in all of their 

fullness requires that we take God at his word.  That word is very specific 
and is found in Paul’s letters that focus on the dynamic of living out the 
Christian Life day by day and hour by hour.  We must access this GRACE 
DYNAMIC or we will miss out on the blessings that are freely available to 
every believer today. 

 
● THE KEY FOR OUR UNDERSTANDING OF THIS GRACE IS THIS central 

teaching of chapters 5-8 of the great Romans letter and chapter 5 of the 
great Galatians letter.  Our spirits as believers are alive unto God and may 
therefore grow in wisdom and understanding.  This opens to us a realm of 
liberty that is most glorious indeed and a mode of living so different from a 
life based on law keeping.  Attempting to model Christ in our daily living, 
“enduring until the end”, and anything else so-called “christian” 
psychologists and teachers want to impose upon us due to their many and 
varied “legalisms” simply cannot compare.  Worse, they short-circuit the 
working of God under grace leaving us ultimately with a life that grieves the 
Holy Spirit.  

 
Let’s Now Discuss Some Impediments to Living in Liberty Under Grace: 
 
Indeed, there may still be many forms of blindness on our hearts as believers 
today.  The fact is simply that we may never have entered fully into the realm of 
this abundant grace though we committed our lives to the Lord many years ago. 
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Let’s make a list of some or them to guide our discussion: 
 

1. Living in the realm of the flesh will always stand in the way (that is, actively 
bringing forth the works of the flesh as enumerated in Gal. 5).  As we have 
seen in our last several meetings, when we are controlled by the indwelling 
flesh (or are “carnal”, as Paul boldly declares), we cannot relate properly to 
the work of God and his abundant grace. 

 
2. In addition, allowing our minds to drift to worldly things or the flesh  

(Rom. 7 & 8 & 12:1-2) will at the minimum make us vulnerable to many and 
varied attacts of the enemy.  Even worse, we may become trapped in an 
enemy stronghold.  This is profoundly dangerous spiritually and the 
consequences are potentially long lasting. 

 
3. It is satan’s desire that we give in to his deceptions which will inevitably 

include false teachings concerning critical Bible doctrines. Many leading 
and respected evangelicals today are proponents of at least some of these 
evil doctrines: 
 

a. Concerning the Scriptures: Many teachers, even in traditionally 
“evangelical” groups, have slowly over the last century given up the 
key doctrine of “Sola Scriptura” and in its place have a Bible that is 
primarily the work of man seeking after God.  There is hardly a more 
dangerous teaching today since everything in the faith rests on 
God’s revealed word. 

 
b. Concerning creation: The enemyof our souls attacked the creation 

teaching of Genesis from the beginning, but especially since Darwin 
this has become a fundamental error in many groups.  Liberalism 
and later neo-evangelicalism and the so-called “emergent” church 
have further destroyed the foundations of our faith to the degree that 
many traditionally Biblical seminaries and Bible colleges today no 
longer subscribe to a literal interpretation of the creation chapters in 
Genesis. 

 
c. Concerning salvation by grace through faith, apart from works:  This 

is the issue of the true gospel or good news for sinners today.  Many 
today deny the distinction Paul makes between the gospel of the 
grace of God and the gospel of the kingdom.  But the consequence 
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of mixing law and grace even with regard to the good news 
concerning our salvation is the most serious error of all since it 
removes the hope of salvation by grace through faith altogether. 

 
b. Concerning the nature of God:  This is the view that God has 

elevated love above everything (even above his righteousness or his 
word of truth) and that therefore he accepts or will accept (nearly) 
everyone.  This error lies at the heart of all the worlds religions.  All 
religions define works as the ultimate basis for the salvation they 
promote. 

 
c. Concerning the nature of man and “total depravity”: This teaching 

claims that the human nature of the unsaved or the nature of sin 
dwelling still within every believer is “not totally depraved” and that 
therefore every person is “basically good”.  Alternatively, some hold 
that the old or sin nature in a believer is dead and therefore cannot 
any longer influence us.  A consequence of these false teachings is 
that we may become progressively “better and better” (or should be, 
if only . . .) 

 
d. Concerning law and legal principles in general:  There are several 

dimensions of this including: 
 

i. That we are somehow still under the law today [whether that of 
Moses or the Kingdom] and that Christ’s death for our sin and 
sins, his burial, and his physical and bodily resurrection do 
not cancel out the legal requirement of God for our own 
personal righteousness. 

ii. That we cannot know grace apart from law and our failure to 
live up to it and so law an grace are opposites sides of the 
same “spiritual coin”, as it were, and must co-exist together. 

iii. Another common and related view is that good works are 
required for salvation. 

 
All of these are not only false but enslave the human spirit and blind 
the heart effectively cancelling the completed work of Christ for 
sinners.  
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e. Concerning the working of God thorough miraculous signs and 
wonders:  The changing of focus from the work of God under grace 
and his transforming power in the human heart (so often invisible to 
our five senses) over to visible experience and feelings is one of 
satan’s greatest deceptions.  God has worked miraculously often in 
Israel’s history and shall again.  But today his working is in “earthen 
vessels” that the glory may be not ours but remain his.  Indeed, as 
Paul learned and shared with us, “his grace is sufficient” even in the 
midst of trials and suffering.  We bear in our bodies the suffering of 
our Lord Jesus Christ! (2 Cor. 4:11). 

 
The Bottom Line 
 

● The many levels of blindness are some of our greatest enemies in this life 
of the spirit. 

 
● The true gospel of the grace of God must be grasped by faith or there 

cannot even be found a starting point in piercing the darkness of the evil 
one.  Apart from this gospel we will be cast under and kept imprisoned by a 
legal system of some kind, whether derived from the Bible or some other 
religious system. 

 
● The teachings of grace bringing the light of the knowledge of the glory of 

God and those unsearchable riches are required for the fulfilling of God’s 
plan for us believers day by day. This involves the Pauline teaching 
regarding the Dispensational Plan of God.  Wthout Rightly Dividing the 
Word of Truth (2 Tim. 2:15), and, of course, comprehending it, we are 
inevitably under bondage in some fashion to the sin nature and a religious 
system of some sort. This is made so very clear in Rom. 7.  There is hardly 
a subject so clearly taught in Paul’s letters than this one. 

 

∴  Pauline doctrine is essential for our understanding and our walk. 
 
Scripture is clear if the word is rightly divided.  This can easily be seen by 
studying Paul’s many statements regarding law: 
 

● "The law was added ‘because of transgressions’" (Gal. 3:19) 
 

● “The law entered that the offence might abound" (Rom. 5:20) 
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● “The law encouraged the sinful passions" (Rom. 5:5) 

 
● “The law made sin to be fully known in all of its depth" (Rom. 7:7). 

 
● "The law was a pedagogue or ‘child trainer’ until Christ should come"  

(Gal. 3: 24) 
 

● "The law was never intended for the righteous -- but was given for sinners"  
(1 Tim. 1:9) 

 
● "The law was not intended to provide life, an inheritance or righteousness" 

(Gal. 2:21; 3:18, 21) 
 

● "The law never made anything perfect" (Heb. 7:19) 
 

● "The law provided only a shadow of good things still future" (Heb. 10) 
 

● “The law was the basis for God’s curse upon the Jew.” because of their 
disobedience (Gal. 3:10; Neh.10:29; Dan. 9:11) 
 

So the Pauline teaching should be clear.  Since Paul so clearly has stated the 
purpose and intent of the Law for his people Israel, and how it has been 
suspended and set aside under grace for us Gentiles, why are so many imposing 
it still upon us?  Your thoughts? 
 

Gal. 3:10 For as many as are of the works of the law are under the curse: for it is 
written, Cursed is every one that continueth not in all things which are written in 
the book of the law to do them. 
 

Finding Our Way Out of Blindness and into the Glorious Light of God’s Grace: 
 
2 Cor. 3:13-15  
13 And not as Moses, [which] put a vail over his face, that the children of Israel 
could not stedfastly look to the end of that which is abolished: 
14 But their minds were blinded: for until this day remaineth the same vail 
untaken away in the reading of the old testament; which [vail] is done away in 
Christ. 
15 But even unto this day, when Moses is read, the vail is upon their heart. 
 
2 Cor. 3:16-18  
16 Nevertheless when it shall turn to the Lord, the vail shall be taken away. 
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17 Now the Lord is that Spirit: and where the Spirit of the Lord [is], there [is] 
liberty. 
18 But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are 
changed into the same image from glory to glory, [even] as by the Spirit of the 
Lord. 
 
2 Cor. 4:1-7  
1 Therefore seeing we have this ministry, as we have received mercy, we faint 
not; 
2 But have renounced the hidden things of dishonesty, not walking in craftiness, 
nor handling the word of God deceitfully; but by manifestation of the truth 
commending ourselves to every man's conscience in the sight of God. 
3 But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost: 
4 In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe 
not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, 
should shine unto them. 
5 For we preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord; and ourselves your 
servants for Jesus' sake. 
6 For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our 
hearts, to [give] the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus 
Christ. 
7 But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency of the power 
may be of God, and not of us. 
 
2 Cor. 10:1-5  
1 Now I Paul myself beseech you by the meekness and gentleness of Christ, who 
in presence [am] base among you, but being absent am bold toward you: 
2 But I beseech [you], that I may not be bold when I am present with that 
confidence, wherewith I think to be bold against some, which think of us as if we 
walked according to the flesh. 
3 For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the flesh: 
4 (For the weapons of our warfare [are] not carnal, but mighty through God to the 
pulling down of strong holds;) 
5 Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the 
knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of 
Christ; 
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