
 

Monthly Grace Fellowship 
Hebron, Aug. 6, 2017 

“Basic Bible Doctrines: 
Life -- the Keystone of Grace” 

 
Theme Verses: 
 

“But to him that worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth the 
ungodly, his faith is counted for righteousness.” Rom. 4:5 
 
“Wherefore then serveth the law? It was added because of transgressions, 
till the seed should come to whom the promise was made; and it was 
ordained by angels in the hand of a mediator.”  Gal. 3:19  

 
“Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive 
unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Let not sin therefore reign in 
your mortal body, that ye should obey it in the lusts thereof.  Neither yield 
ye your members [as] instruments of unrighteousness unto sin: but yield 
yourselves unto God, as those that are alive from the dead, and your 
members [as] instruments of righteousness unto God.”  Rom. 6:11-13 

 
“O wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me from the body of this 
death?  I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord. So then with the mind I 
myself serve the law of God; but with the flesh the law of sin.” Rom. 7:24-25 

 
Review: 
 

● What was the Law all about?  In summary, he has written extensively (and 
we considered many scriptures over the past several months) . . . 

○ Concerning the indwelling sin nature (Rom. 7), regarding our 
salvation (Rom. 4:4-5), and finally in reference to our sanctification 
(Gal. 3:11-14) 

○ Regarding all three, Paul’s answer is a negative.  It does not relate at 
all.  And this is true even for Jews! 
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● A central teaching on the Law is given in Gal. 3:19-26: 
 

Gal. 3:19-26 
19 Wherefore then serveth the law? It was added because of 
transgressions, till the seed should come to whom the promise was made; 
and it was ordained by angels in the hand of a mediator. 
20 Now a mediator is not a mediator of one, but God is one. 
21 Is the law then against the promises of God? God forbid: for if there had 
been a law given which could have given life, verily righteousness should 
have been by the law. 
22 But the scripture hath concluded all under sin, that the promise by faith 
of Jesus Christ might be given to them that believe. 
23 But before faith came, we were kept under the law, shut up unto the faith 
which should afterwards be revealed. 
24 Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we 
might be justified by faith. 
25 But after that faith is come, we are no longer under a schoolmaster. 
26 For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus. 

 
Summary of 10 Pauline Statements Regarding Law: 
 

● "The law was added ‘because of transgressions’" (Gal. 3:19) 
 

● “The law entered that the offence might abound" (Rom. 5:20) 
 

● “The law encouraged the sinful passions" (Rom. 5:5) 
 

● “The law made sin to be fully known in all of its depth" (Rom. 7:7). 
 

● "The law was a pedagogue or ‘child trainer’ until Christ should come"  
(Gal. 3: 24) 

 
● "The law was never intended for the righteous -- but was given for sinners"  

(1 Tim. 1:9) 
 

● "The law was not intended to provide life, an inheritance or righteousness" 
(Gal. 2:21; 3:18, 21) 

 
● "The law never made anything perfect" (Heb. 7:19) 

 
● "The law provided only a shadow of good things still future" (Heb. 10) 
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● “The law was the basis for God’s curse upon the Jew.” because of their 
disobedience (Gal. 3:10; Neh.10:29; Dan. 9:11) 
 

So the Pauline teaching should be clear.  Since Paul so clearly has stated the 
purpose and intent of the Law, and how it has been suspended and set aside 
under grace, why are so many imposing it still upon us?  
 

Gal. 3:10 For as many as are of the works of the law are under the curse: for it is 
written, Cursed is every one that continueth not in all things which are written in 
the book of the law to do them. 

 
Your comments? 
 
For two of our fellowships here we have discussed the relationship between the 
believer under grace and works. 
 
We saw in chapter 5, verses 16-26 of Galatians the answer to our many questions 
about this connection.  Though the expression “good works” is not even found in 
that section of scripture or anywhere in the Galatians letter, there is teaching 
regarding good works in Romans, Ephesians, 1 & 2 Timothy, Titus and Hebrews.  
 
So “good works” is a major subject of Paul’s letters. But the Pauline teaching on 
this subject is entirely different from the Biblical teaching concerning good works 
as found under the Legal System of either the Mosaic Law or under the Kingdom 
Gospel and rule. I hope that is well understood.  
 
Any questions about that before we proceed? 
 
The Key Scripture Passage On the Fruit of the Spirit: 
 
Gal. 5:16-26  
16 This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh. 
17 For [or, in that case] the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the 
flesh: and these are contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the things that 
ye would. 
18 But [or, indeed] if ye be led of the Spirit, ye are not under the law. 
19 Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these; Adultery, fornication, 
uncleanness, lasciviousness, 
20 Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies, 
21 Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like: of the which I tell you 
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before, as I have also told you in time past, that they which do [practise] such things 
shall not inherit the kingdom of God. 
22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, 
faith, 
23 Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law. 
24 And they that are Christ's have crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts. 
25 If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. 
26 Let us not be desirous of vain glory, provoking one another, envying one another. 
 
The Teaching in Gal. 5 (Repeated from our last lesson): 
 

● Verse 16:  We find here an exhortation to “walk appropriately” and its 
consequence.  But the correct interpretation of this verse is that it states a 
consequence that assumes that a condition has been and is being fulfilled 
-- that we are in fact walking by the Spirit.  This is a profound statement and 
is in effect a promise.  This truth is at the heart of the Christian life of the 
believer under grace. 

 
● Verses 17: This verse is the explanation (see the word “for” at the 

beginning) of verse 16.  In that case (and in that case alone) as verse 16 
indicates, the Holy Spirit defeats the power of the flesh providing liberty 
and the opportunity to bring forth the fruit of the Spirit.  Otherwise, the 
flesh dominates and its works are the result.   Those works are never 
pleasing to God.  Never! 

 
● Verse 18: This is the condition of man: There is a great contrast between 

the life of the Spirit and the life under the law (remember Romans  
chapter 7).  The two are fundamentally different. 

 
● Verses 19-21: The works of the flesh are here enumerated (in part, and they 

cannot be listed in full, of course).  These works are inevitable if one is not 
walking by the Spirit. 

 
● Verse 22-23a: The greatest contrast to evil works is the fruit of the Spirit. 

 
● Verse 23b:  This is a profound statement regarding the law - our life in the 

Spirit is so different from what the law is able to produce that the two do 
not even relate, or, in Paul’s inspired words here,  “Against such there is 
no law!” 
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● Verses 24-26: The essence of the abundant Christian life is powerfully 

outlined.  May we take it to heart. 
 

● There are essentially two possible interpretations here: 
 

1) A common non-dispensational or “covenant” view is that verse 16 is 
a combination of a positive and a negative with the latter part being a 
negative prohibition : “Walk in the Spirit and (in other words) you 
MUST NOT carry out the lusts of the flesh!”  In other words, this is 
the regulation, the law of God, regarding the life of the believer.  But 
there is no hope for victory then, at least not that is identified here. 
One somehow is to call on the Holy Spirit to provide a special and 
termporary empowering for victory over sin as an active thing.  This 
goes contrary to the illustration given in Eph. 5:18 “And be not drunk 
with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit . . .” where the 
connection with the Holy Spirit is not active but passive.  Another 
similar passage is in Rom. 6 regarding the “reckoning”.  
 
According to this view verse 17 of Gal. 5 states the permanent 
conflict between the flesh and the Spirit.  Again, but there is no 
empowering here for victory. 

 
2) Our view, on the other hand, is that Verse 17 is explanatory to verse 

17 and states what is happening WHEN and ONLY WHEN the 
condition of verse 16, the “walking by the Spirit” is occuring.  When 
we are “walking” as God intends (compare with “living” in verse 25), 
we are RESTING from the battle against the flesh since the Holy 
Spirit has at that point taken over the battle entirely.  OTHERWISE, 
the battle would necessarily continue -- AS IT ALWAYS MUST WHEN 
ONE IS PLACING ONESELF UNDER A LAW, WHETHER THE LAW OF 
MOSES OR ANY OTHER LAW.  This is also the only interpretation 
that fits the context of this chapter and also the teachings found 
elsewhere in Paul’s letters such as in Eph. 5 and Rom. 6 - 8.  
 
One further point to be added, is this:  This passage does not give a 
“rule” or provide a “method” for victory in the Christian life over our 
enemies.  If it did, it would encourage lawlessness, and be against 
true victory, as such things always short-circuit the working of grace 
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in one’s life.  
 
Some Introductory Words for our Study Today: 
 

Rom. 6:14-15  
14 For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not under the law, but 
under grace. 
15 What then? shall we sin, because we are not under the law, but under grace? 
God forbid. 
 

The Great Contrast: 
 

● We have come full circle.  We are back to Romans, today, in chapter 6. 
Last time I said (see page 5, end) that the great exposition in Gal. 5 
regarding Law and Grace does not give a “rule” or provide a “method” for 
victory in the Christian life over our enemies.  If it did, it would encourage 
lawlessness, and be against true victory, as such things always 
short-circuit the working of grace in one’s life.  

 
I hope that since that study has been on our minds since then and that 
today’s study will further underscore that teaching.  

 
● Today we will continue that subject and especially focus on how true life in 

Christ can be lived by each believer today.  Law says that is impossible, for 
law results in condemnation and death.  But Grace says that this new life is 
available to all.  

 
● The apostle’s exposition in the Romans builds on itself one step, one piece 

at a time.  We have considered many of those pieces as we outlined here, 
the basic doctrines of the Bible, and most lately, the teaching concerning 
Law versus Grace and Works versus Faith.  But in chapter six of the 
Romans, the apostle, in dealing with the same general subject, reaches a 
climax in this teaching in versus 14 and 15.  But, as always, when we see 
the word “for” we must ask what it is there for.  Let us see. 

 
The Scripture (where the highlightings are relevant to today’s study): 
 
Rom. 6:1-14  
1 What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound? 
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2 God forbid. How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein? 
3 Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into 
his death? 
4 Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised 
up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness 
of life. 
5 For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in 
the likeness of his resurrection: 
6 Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be 
destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin. 
7 For he that is dead is freed from sin. 
8 Now if we be dead with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with him: 
9 Knowing that Christ being raised from the dead dieth no more; death hath no more 
dominion over him. 
10 For in that he died, he died unto sin once: but in that he liveth, he liveth unto God. 
11 Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto 
God through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
12 Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, that ye should obey it in the lusts 
thereof. 
13 Neither yield ye your members as instruments of unrighteousness unto sin: but yield 
yourselves unto God, as those that are alive from the dead, and your members as 
instruments of righteousness unto God. 
14 For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not under the law, but under 
grace. 
 
Discussion Questions: 
 

1. Note that verses 2-7 are in past tenses.  Why?  What are they about? Do 
tenses make a great difference for our understanding? 

 
2. Verses 8-10 preceed the BASIS of the exhortation set before for us today in 

verses 11-14.  What is the BASIS of that exhortation?  Statements of FACT 
are NOT EXHORTATIONS, but are often the BASIS for exhortations. 

 
3. Verses 11-14 here provide a powerful exhortation.  What is it? Do you 

understand it?  Comments?  Questions? 
 

4. What is the main subject here?  HINT: what is common to verses 2, 5, 8, 10 
& 11? 
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5. How would you compare the exhortation in verses 11-14 to that in Gal. 5:16 

and verses following there?  
 

6. What about LIFE?  Life is the KEYSTONE of the abundance of grace.  The 
teaching here is profound and powerful.  Let’s discuss it! 

 
NEXT TIME: Chapters 7 & 8 of the Romans.  We shall continue there Lord willing. 
Enjoy! 
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