
 

Monthly Grace Fellowship 
Milford, May 7, 2017 

“Basic Bible Doctrines: 
Wherefore then Serveth the Law? - Part 3” 

Rom. 4 & Gal. 3  
 
Theme Verses: 
 

“But to him that worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth the 
ungodly, his faith is counted for righteousness.” Rom. 4:5 
 
“O wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me from the body of this 
death?  I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord. So then with the mind I 
myself serve the law of God; but with the flesh the law of sin.” Rom. 7:24-25 
 
“Wherefore then serveth the law? It was added because of transgressions, 
till the seed should come to whom the promise was made; and it was 
ordained by angels in the hand of a mediator.”  Gal. 3:19  

 
Review - What was the Law all about?  Concerning the Indwelling Sin Nature 
 

Why does the apostle Paul cry out at the end of chapter 7 of the Romans: 
“O wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me from the body of this 
death?”  Because the indwelling Flesh or Sin Nature still found in every 
believer has so successfully bound believer to evil passions.  Those 
passions of the flesh he has taught there are even more controlling when 
we voluntarily place ourselves under a legal principle.  I hope and pray that 
we are grasping this most essential truth! 

 
Review - What was the Law all about?  As Regarding Our Salvation: 
 

Rom. 4:1-5  
1 What shall we say then that Abraham our father, as pertaining to the flesh, hath 
found? 
2 For if Abraham were justified by works, he hath whereof to glory; but not 
before God. 
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3 For what saith the scripture? Abraham believed God, and it was counted 
unto him for righteousness.  The scripture quoted was Gen. 15:6. 
4 Now to him that worketh is the reward not reckoned of grace, but of debt. 
5 But to him that worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth the 
ungodly, his faith is counted for righteousness. 

 
● Verse 3 here was one of several scriptures that the Protestant 

Reformation turned upon (quoted from Genesis 15:6): “Abraham 
believed God, and it was counted unto him for righteousness”. 
Catholicism had become thoroughly focused on works and not faith, 
with the so-called sacraments right in the very center.  But nothing 
like that had anything at all to do with Abraham’s salvation according 
to this verse. 

 
● Verses 4 & 5 are so critical and must be understood, or we will be 

trapped by legalism’s demands always: “Now to him that worketh is the 
reward not reckoned of grace, but of debt.  But to him that worketh not, but 
believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for 
righteousness.”  

 
● These two, grace and debt, are incompatible.  Why?  Paul writes here 

with characteristic boldness and simplicity that even the reprobate’s 
evil works cannot keep him from heaven’s glory -- IF he believes God 
and takes him at his word as did our forerunner in faith, Abraham.  
 
THE LAW IS NOT (AND CANNOT BE) RELEVANT TO OUR 
SALVATION! 

 
Review - What was the Law all about? As Regarding Our Sanctification: 
 

Gal. 3:1-18  
1 O foolish Galatians, who hath bewitched you, that ye should not obey the 
truth, before whose eyes Jesus Christ hath been evidently set forth, 
crucified among you? 
... 
 
11 But that no man is justified by the law in the sight of God, it is evident: 
for, The just shall live by faith. 
12 And the law is not of faith: but, The man that doeth them shall live in 
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them. 
13 Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse 
for us: for it is written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree: 
14 That the blessing of Abraham might come on the Gentiles through Jesus 
Christ; that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith. 

 
● Verse 1 begins this third chapter with personal testimony regarding 

Paul’s ministry among the Galatians.  He had not preached to them a 
legal and religious system of requirements.  Instead, he had 
preached the crucified Christ and “displayed” him before them!  

 
 
 

“O foolish Galatians, who hath bewitched you, that ye should not 
obey the truth, before whose eyes Jesus Christ hath been evidently 
set forth, crucified among you?”  
 

These Galatian unbelievers had responded in saving faith and had 
received the gift of the Spirit as all believers have.  They knew 
therefore the reality and the power of God’s grace.  That they had 
turned away from that saving grace was therefore so dis-graceful!  It 
was and is still today the same. 

 
● He goes on in verses 11 - 13 to express, again so boldly, what the 

essence of Law is:  “But that no man is justified by the law in the sight of 
God, it is evident: for, The just shall live by faith.  And the law is not of 
faith: but, The man that doeth them shall live in them. Christ hath 
redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us: for it is 
written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree”: 

 
○ As I emphasized in our last fellowship, this was all about the 

curse of God that was inevitably upon everyone who was 
“under” or “of” the works of the law.  The answer to the ‘why’ 
question is also given here: Because they could not keep all of 
the commandments.  Therefore they were under a curse!  So 
life abundant could never follow from that kind of religious 
obedience.  It is that simple. 

 
○ The real import of these verses is that the law (really, “any” 
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law) always short-circuits the working of grace.  Therefore the 
many attempts down through the ages to somehow layer 
grace on top of law in order to preserve the “benefits” of the 
Mosaic Law have therefore always failed.  Paul explains very 
clearly in these verses in Galatians what the true nature of law 
is.  We really must take this to heart.  THE LAW IS NOT 
RELEVANT TO OUR SANCTIFICATION! 

 
● So the argument is simple: Paul quotes from Hab. 2:4 in the O.T.  All 

have failed the “legal test” and therefore have become a curse before 
God.  But Christ, our holy and innocent “lamb” became a curse for 
us and was crucified and died on behalf of our sins, fully paying the 
penalty for them.  Now, as we continue here, we shall see how the 
apostle uses the statement of verse 19 to set the stage for the rest of 
his teaching on this subject.  Amen.  

 
Our Scripture Today: 
 

Gal. 3:19-29  
19 Wherefore then serveth the law? It was added because of transgressions, till 
the seed should come to whom the promise was made; and it was ordained by 
angels in the hand of a mediator. 
20 Now a mediator is not a mediator of one, but God is one. 
-- 
21 Is the law then against the promises of God? God forbid: for if there had been 
a law given which could have given life, verily righteousness should have been 
by the law. 
22 But the scripture hath concluded all under sin, that the promise by faith of 
Jesus Christ might be given to them that believe. 
-- 
23 But before faith came, we were kept under the law, shut up unto the faith 
which should afterwards be revealed. 
24 Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we 
might be justified by faith. 
25 But after that faith is come, we are no longer under a schoolmaster. 
-- 
26 For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus. 
27 For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 
28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither 
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male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus. 
29 And if ye be Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the 
promise. 

 
I. The Purpose of the Law according to Gal. 3:19 

 
Gal. 3:19-29  
19 Wherefore then serveth the law? It was added because of transgressions, till 
the seed should come to whom the promise was made; and it was ordained by 
angels in the hand of a mediator. 
20 Now a mediator is not a mediator of one, but God is one. 

 
● The Law of Moses was given “because of” transgressions (also 

translated “for the sake of” or “to facilitate or benefit”).  The 
revelation of the promises to Abraham and his seed were not well 
received by the nation of Israel.  Therefore the Law was given that 
they might know their sin much more thoroughly than before. 
Through the Law, they learned that they were even “desparately 
wicked! 

 
● This means that the Law was not given to the children of Israel as a 

blessing.  Despite centuries (millennia?) of teaching to the contrary, 
the Mosaic Law was not a “blessing” for the Israeli people.  This is 
not intended to contradict the benefits of the law (medically or 
socially, etc.) in practical ways.  Those things distinguished the 
children of Israel from the Gentile nations, clearly.  Those benefits 
are clear.  But the issue was the nature of the law itself.  The Law 
short-circuits the working of the promise and the spiritual blessings 
of faith.  

 
● Today we are not under the law but under grace!  When we 

voluntarily, freely, conform to principles of living found in the Mosaic 
Law, we may benefit accordingly.  But not all of the Law is beneficial 
today.  In fact, not all of the Law has anything at all to do with what is 
good and righteous and holy.  Perhaps you might like to share some 
examples of this? 
 
The essence of all legal systems is explained further in the next 
verses: 
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II. The Meaning of Law and Legal Works Contrasted with Promise and Faith 

 
21 Is the law then against the promises of God? God forbid: for if there had been 
a law given which could have given life, verily righteousness should have been 
by the law. 
22 But the scripture hath concluded all under sin, that the promise by faith of 
Jesus Christ might be given to them that believe. 

 
● The Law in itself is not evil in any sense.  The issue is that the Law 

and the Flesh are like oil and water -- they cannot be mixed 
successfully.  Grace is always short-circuited by legal requirements, 
or, to put this a little differently, law-works, under grace, are 
welcomed by men but not God. 

 
● Verse 21 reveals that the Law was not intended to bring 

righteousness or life!  But the promise was.  Praise the Lord. 
 

● The only logical conclusion that may be drawn from this is that those 
who were “under” the Law and who were bound by it (the Israelites) 
could be saved ONLY according to the terms of the promises given 
to Abraham regarding the seed of the woman, the deliverer, the 
savior, Israel’s Messiah and their coming King.  It was faith alone 
therefore and not the works of the Law that could save them! 

 
III. The Place of the Law Illustrated with the “School Boy” Analogy 

 
23 But before faith came, we were kept under the law, shut up unto the faith 
which should afterwards be revealed. 
24 Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we 
might be justified by faith. 
25 But after that faith is come, we are no longer under a schoolmaster. 
 

● What was the context here?  It was, of course, Israel and Israel’s law 
and their God-ordained servitude under that law.  These verses are 
not therefore directly about Gentiles. 

 
● What was the extent of that servitude?  Its beginning?  Its ending? 
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● What were the effects of that servitude? Some key words here 
include: 

○ ”Kept under”:  This means protected as in a fort or a garrison 
as in 2 Cor. 11:32 

○ “Shut up”: Same word in verse 22 where it is translated 
“concluded”.  The idea is concretely portrayed in Lk. 5:6 where 
fish are held in a net! 

○ “Our schoolmaster”: We have our word “pedagogue” which is 
the same word as this taken into English letter by letter.  Take 
note that pedagogues are not thought of very highly because 
of their dictatorial control of the young ones.  This word was 
chosen by the Holy Spirit with perfection, of course, to 
correctly communicate Paul’s message regarding the Law. 

 
● What was the intent of that servitude?  

○ “To bring us ‘unto’ Christ”: This signifies a coming to Christ or 
a coming up to the time of Christ.  I think the latter is more 
appropriate to the context. 

○ “That we might be justified by faith”: In other words, by faith in 
distinction to the works of the law. 

 
● THE BOTTOM LINE HERE: Verse 25: “But after that faith is come, we 

are no longer under a schoolmaster.”  So we (and Paul meant including 
even the Jews!) are today no longer bound by the Mosaic Law! 

 
IV. The Relevance of the Law to Believers under Grace Today 
 

26 For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus. 
27 For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 
28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither 
male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus. 
29 And if ye be Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the 
promise. 

 
● This is the most excellent and “positive” teaching here in this 

chapter.  
○ The teaching here reveals that it is by faith and not by works of 

law that we are “Abraham’s seed” and therefore the “heirs 
according to the promise”!  These last verses therefore 
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summarize so well the Christian faith UNDER THE 
MANIFESTATION OF GOD’S GRACE THROUGH CHRIST, 
APART FROM THE WORKS OF THE LAW! 

 
○ The first word in both verses 26 & 27 is “for”!  These verses 

are both explanatory and a summary of the teaching here.  
 

○ The “wall of partition” (Eph. 2:14) between Jews and Greeks 
has been set aside.  The same is true of many other divisions 
created by the Mosaic system of Law. They had all been set 
aside for this dispensation of the grace of God. 

 
● Rom. 15:4 should be taken to heart as it is the key to a proper 

understanding of all scripture written for believers of other 
dispensations, “it is for our learning”.  Those requirements, so 
important for believers in other dispensations, are for our “faith” but 
not for our “obedience”!  This cannot be overstated.  

 
Conclusions / Applications: 
 

● Most of Paul’s letters have as a central theme the many excellencies of 
grace compared with the law.  Take note! 

 
● The dispensation of the grace of God has been established as revealed 

through Paul; the Mosaic Law has been set aside as has Israel.  God 
preserves the Jews today for his future program and his many promises 
requires their continued existence.  And don’t forget, Abraham and his 
descendants who were promised the kingdom. 

 
OH JOY!  CHRIST IS RISEN.  AND NOW GRACE ABOUNDS.  THE LAW HAS BEEN 
SET ASIDE,  FOR GRACE INDEED REIGNS! 
 
THANKS BE UNTO GOD FOR HIS UNSPEAKABLE GIFT. 
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