
 

The Long War Against God: 
“When I Survey the Wondrous Cross . . .” 

 
Theme Verse: 
 

[READ   ] 1 Cor. 2:7-8 
7 But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, [even] the hidden 
[wisdom], which God ordained before the world unto our glory: 
8 Which none of the princes of this world knew: for had they known [it], 
they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. 
 
[READ   ] 1 Cor. 1:18  For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish 
foolishness; but unto us which are saved it is the power of God. 

 
Review: 
 

● In our fellowship we have followed the GRAND THEME OF THE BIBLE, the 
“story” that began early in Genesis and ends late in the Revelation.  This 
is the working of Almighty God as summarized in the words of Gen. 3:15: 
“The Seed of the Woman.”  We have surely seen how in the Book of All 
Books, the Bible, it is revealed how God knows so precisely the end from 
the beginning and has promised satan’s defeat AND his people’s ultimate 
redemption. 

 
● But does it not still amaze you that even with this great revelation so 

clearly in the creation itself (“The heavens declare the glory of God . . .”) 
and in the scriptures . . . the heart of man has so often remained in 
darkness and in unbelief.  Even God’s own people Israel, to whom he sent 
the prophets and for whom he worked such miracles and signs (as in the 
Exodus, for example) were, as we have seen in our recent fellowships, 
ultimately cast aside in their unbelief. And though Israel was indeed 
worthy of the worst of judgments, they were also promised deliverance, 
even, REDEMPTION.  But it was largely not understood how the Lord God 
would ultimately work out the sin issue which was at the heart of Israel’s 
rebellion AND the Gentiles as well.  

 
● The bright red thread of redemption through the shedding of the blood of 

a sacrificial animal was revealed even before the Mosaic Law and through 
that law it was imposed upon Israel.  In those rituals it was taught, if only 
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they could fully grasp it, that “Without shedding of blood is no remission 
[of sins]”: 

 
Lev 17:11  For the life of the flesh [is] in the blood: and I have given it to 
you upon the altar to make an atonement for your souls: for it [is] the 
blood [that] maketh an atonement for the soul. 
 
. . .  
 
Heb 9:22  And almost all things are by the law purged with blood; and 
without shedding of blood is no remission. 

 
● So this theme of the scripture was not one that should have been ignored. 

For most importantly, these sacrifices and ceremonial observances under 
the Law of Moses were all “types” pointing forward to the sufferings and 
death of the Lord Jesus as we see made so clear in Is. 53.  In other words, 
these sacred and required observances were “prophetic” in that they 
illustrated far in advance the completed sacrifice yet to come of Israel’s 
Messiah. 

 
● BUT APART FROM THIS, NEARLY ALL PROPHECY HAD BEEN IN 

REGARDS TO THE COMING KING WHO WOULD BE ISRAEL’S MESSIAH 
AND HIS KINGDOM RULE OF 1000 YEARS.  ONLY A SMALL 
PROPORTION OF PROPHECY WAS ABOUT THE DEATH AND 
RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD JESUS.  

 
● BUT THAT THERE WOULD BE TWO COMINGS OF MESSIAH WITH 

DIFFERENT PURPOSES IN MIND FOR EACH -- WAS NOT REVEALED IN A 
DETAILED WAY AND THERE WERE STILL MANY YET UNREVEALED 
SECRETS OR “MYSTERIES” RELATING TO THIS PROPHETIC PLAN OF 
GOD THAT WERE BY NECESSITY WITHHELD.  
 

● Scripture was clear that Messiah would come to fulfill the promises made 
to the nation of Israel and the Jews.  But there was also much revelation 
regarding how he would come into this world, born of a virgin, and in the 
end be rejected by his own people and crucified, dying a death that no 
man had ever died before.  And that would not be the end of it all, for 
there would be his glorious resurrection as well.  But much was still not 
revealed as to the true meaning of all of that.  And the primary emphasis 
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of prophecy was on Israel’s trials and tribulations but eventual blessings 
in the coming Kingdom of God when the Land of Promise would also be 
returned to Israel finally.  Israel’s King, their Messiah, would be the 
central focus in all of this, of course.  

 
● BUT MUCH WAS LEFT UNREVEALED STILL.  ONE REASON IS GIVEN IN 

PAUL’S FIRST LETTER TO THE CORINTHIANS: 
 

1 Cor. 2:7-8 
7 But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, [even] the hidden [wisdom], 
which God ordained before the world unto our glory: 
8 Which none of the princes of this world knew: for had they known [it], they 
would not have crucified the Lord of glory. 

 
● This is a profound teaching.  So there was in God’s perfect timing a focal 

point when “time’s fullness” would arrive (Gal. 4:4), and the Seed of the 
Woman would be brought forth -- but what would be accomplished in that 
coming had not been fully revealed and the sequence of its components 
was not revealed.  Many events that would lead up to his coming had 
been prophesied, but “the rest of the story”, the rejection of Israel’s 
Messiah by his own people and the full consequences of that rejection in 
his death, burial and resurrection, were not understood even though 
some of them had been revealed in what had already been written.  

 
● That even after his resurrection his own people would not believe on him 

(except in remarkably small numbers and certainly not “the nation itself”) 
stretches our hearts (and minds) to their limits.  And, furthermore, the 
great blessing that God had planned for the Gentiles as 1 Cor. 2 makes so 
clear was entirely unknown to the Jews at that time.  They still were 
focused on the King and his Kingdom, in which they had been promised 
such a significant inheritance.  Even the spiritual blessings of the New 
Covenant that HAD BEEN REVEALED in the Old Testament were hardly 
considered due to the brutal and dictatorial rule of Rome and their own 
fleshly desires that were common to all of mankind and not reserved only 
for Israel, of course.  For many of the spiritual blessings of the cross of 
Calvary were entirely unknown because that death of all deaths most 
“wonderful” had not been revealed yet in all of its dimensions, even by 
the greatest of Israel’s prophets, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel and Daniel. 
That revelation was reserved for the Apostle Paul, as we have seen in our 
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fellowships here recently. 
 

● THAT ISRAEL IN FACT COULD NOT BE SAVED BEFORE THE SEED OF 
THE WOMAN HAD COME FORTH AND BEFORE THE ATONEMENT 
THROUGH HIS SHED BLOOD HAD BEEN ACCOMPLISHED, WAS A MOST 
CRITICAL PART OF THIS REDEMPTIVE PLAN OF THE AGES.  AND HIS 
GLORIOUS RESURRECTION WAS THE SEAL OF THAT ONCE FOR ALL 
WORK - AND THAT WAS RECEIVABLE ONLY BY FAITH AND IN NO WISE 
THROUGH THE WORKS OF THE LAW.  THIS IS A PROFOUND TEACHING 
INDEED, IS IT NOT? 

 
[Any questions or comments?] 
 

● As we have seen in our last fellowship, it was the RISING of Israel in 
saving faith that would lead directly to the salvation of the Gentiles 
through Israel (in the Great Tribulation Period and then especially in the 
Millennial Kingdom) - according to the prophetic plan.  AND THIS THE 
JEWS SHOULD HAVE UNDERSTOOD WELL, SINCE IT WAS CLEARLY 
REVEALED THROUGH PROPHECY (AS IN IS. 60-65, FOR EXAMPLE). 
BUT ISRAEL HAD FALLEN!!  THAT WAS THE FACT.  AND THAT THE 
PLAN OF GOD WOULD BE INTERRUPTED TO MAKE WAY FOR A GREAT 
SALVATION FOR THE GENTILES INDEPENDENTLY OF ISRAEL WAS ALL 
PART OF THE MYSTERY REVEALED TO AND THROUGH PAUL AS WAS 
ALSO THE FULL REVELATION OF ALL THAT HAD BEEN 
ACCOMPLISHED THROUGH THE DEATH, BURIAL AND RESURRECTION 
OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST.  HE DIED FOR SINNERS, AND ROSE FOR 
OUR JUSTIFICATION.  AMEN. 

 
● BUT BEFORE ANY OF THIS COULD OCCUR, THERE HAD TO BE THE 

INCARNATION, THE BIRTH, THE PRESENTATION OF THE KINGDOM AS 
AT HAND, AND THE EVENTS LEADING UP TO THE CRUCIFIXION AND 
GLORIOUS RESURRECTION. 

 
● WE CONCLUDED LAST TIME WITH OUR LORD’S “TRIUMPHAL” ENTRY 

INTO JERUSALEM) AS RECORDED IN MATTHEW 21.  BUT LITTLE DID 
THE JEWS OF JERUSALEM AND JUDEA IN THAT DAY KNOW OF THE 
GREAT REDEMPTIVE PLAN OF GOD AND WHAT WAS NEXT ON THE 
PROPHETIC CALENDAR.  NOR DID GOD’S ENEMIES EITHER AS 1 COR. 2 
MAKES SO CLEAR.  AND SO IT MUST HAVE BEEN!   AMEN. 
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● That the Jewish leadership’s condemnation of our precious Lord Jesus, 

the several unjust trials, the beatings and scourgings, the cruelness of a 
death by crucifixion, his burial and then glorious resurrection, that all of 
this would be part of the plan of redemption of sinners, whether Jew or 
Gentile, is most amazing still to us today and was in no way understood 
even by those Jews who were closest to him. 

 
Transition: 
 

● As we proceed today, I will quote from a compelling statement of C. S. 
Lewis:  "Christianity, if false, is of no importance, and, if true, of infinite 
importance. The one thing it cannot be is moderately important."  
 
SO OUR QUESTION TODAY WILL BE THIS: CONSIDERING THAT THE 
RESURRECTION OF JESUS CHRIST IS AT THE CENTER OF A 
CHRISTIAN’S FAITH ACCORDING TO 1 COR. 15, HOW IMPORTANT IS 
THE RESURRECTION TO YOUR FAITH? TO MINE? 
 
1 Cor. 15:1-11 
1 Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the gospel which I preached unto you, 
which also ye have received, and wherein ye stand; 
2 By which also ye are saved, if ye keep in memory what I preached unto you, 
unless ye have believed in vain. 
3 For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that 
Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures; 
4 And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according 
to the scriptures: 
5 And that he was seen of Cephas, then of the twelve: 
6 After that, he was seen of above five hundred brethren at once; of whom 
the greater part remain unto this present, but some are fallen asleep. 
7 After that, he was seen of James; then of all the apostles. 
8 And last of all he was seen of me also, as of one born out of due time. 
9 For I am the least of the apostles, that am not meet to be called an 
apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. 
10 But by the grace of God I am what I am: and his grace which [was 
bestowed] upon me was not in vain; but I laboured more abundantly than 
they all: yet not I, but the grace of God which was with me. 
11 Therefore whether [it were] I or they, so we preach, and so ye believed. 
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THE RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST IS SO CRITICAL 
THEREFORE, THAT WE WILL NOW FOCUS OUR COMMENTS DIRECTLY 
ON THE RESURRECTION ITSELF AND ITS TESTIMONY, BUT FIRST, 
CONSIDER HIS DEATH AND HIS BURIAL, ALSO, THE APOSTLE HAS 
WRITTEN, SO ESSENTIAL TO THE GOSPEL AS HE HAD REVEALED IT: 

 
I. The Gospel:  Accomplished by His Death: 

 
[READ   ] John 19:30  When Jesus therefore had received the vinegar, he 
said, It is finished: and he bowed his head, and gave up the ghost. 
 

● These words SAY SO MUCH AND YET LEAVE SO MUCH UNSAID! 
It was reserved for the apostle Paul to teach the many details of 
what Christ had accomplished through his incomparable death, 
burial, and resurrection. 

 
● But it does say so powerfully here that “It is finished!”  And these 

are Christ’s own words.  The work that he had come to accomplish 
was finished and complete, once and for all: 

 
Heb. 9:12  Neither by the blood of goats and calves, but by his own 
blood he entered in once into the holy place, having obtained eternal 
redemption [for us]. 

 
II. The Gospel:  Grounded in His Burial: 

 
[READ   ] John 19:41-42 
41 Now in the place where he was crucified there was a garden; and in the 
garden a new sepulchre, wherein was never man yet laid. 
42 There laid they Jesus therefore because of the Jews' preparation [day]; for 
the sepulchre was nigh at hand.  

 
● So even the “burial” of our Lord Jesus Christ was critically 

important.  Why?  Because only the dead are buried.  And after 
three days in the tomb (and there were many witness of that fact by 
the guards, etc.) his death was assured for all. 

 
● And so his burial is included in the gospel statement of 1 Cor. 15 
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for good reason. 
 
III. The Gospel: Proven by His Resurrection: 

 
● It may be well to mention very quickly in passing here the twelve 

distinct appearances of our Lord after His resurrection. He 
appeared 14 (or more) times according to the scripture to: 

 
1. Mary Magdalene: Mk. 16; John 20:14. 
2. The women returning who had visited the tomb: Matt. 

28:9-10. 
3. Simon Peter: Lk. 24:34. 
4. The two disciples on the road to Emmaus: Lk. 24:13, etc. 
5. The apostles in Jerusalem, but Thomas was not present: 

John 20:19. 
6. The apostles at Jerusalem, a second time, when Thomas was 

present: John 20:26-29. 
7. Seven disciples fishing at the sea of Tiberias: John 21:1. 
8. The eleven disciples now in Galilee on that mountain: Matt. 

28:16. 
9. The more than 500 brethren at one time: 1 Cor. 15:6. 
10.James only: 1 Cor. 15:7 & compare Acts 1:14 (what a 

transformation)! 
11.All the apostles at the time of his ascension on Mount Olivet 

just before the ascension:  Lk. 24:51. 
12.Then, to Stephen at his martyrdom . . . 
13.To Paul, “out of due time” many years later: 1 Cor. 15:8-9. 
14.And, finally, again to John on the Isle of Patmos. 

 
● How about those two disciples that had heard that Christ had risen 

but had not believed it, it seems?  Our Lord Jesus met them as they 
walked on the road to Emmaus, not a long walk from Jerusalem. 
Think about this -- he chose THEM for this revelation of his 
resurrection glory!  This encounter would change their lives in a 
most essential way, I am sure. 

 
Lk. 24:13-17 
13 And, behold, two of them went that same day to a village called 
Emmaus, which was from Jerusalem [about] threescore furlongs. 
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14 And they talked together of all these things which had happened. 
15 And it came to pass, that, while they communed [together] and 
reasoned, Jesus himself drew near, and went with them. 
16 But their eyes were holden that they should not know him. 
17 And he said unto them, What manner of communications [are] these 
that ye have one to another, as ye walk, and are sad? 
 
[READ   ] Lk. 24:18-21 
18 And the one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answering said unto 
him, Art thou only a stranger in Jerusalem, and hast not known the 
things which are come to pass there in these days? 
19 And he said unto them, What things? And they said unto him, 
Concerning Jesus of Nazareth, which was a prophet mighty in deed 
and word before God and all the people: 
20 And how the chief priests and our rulers delivered him to be 
condemned to death, and have crucified him. 
21 But we trusted that it had been he which should have redeemed 
Israel: and beside all this, to day is the third day since these things 
were done. 
 

○ Note that Jesus “drew near” to these two disciples who had 
left Jerusalem carrying with them in their hearts many 
questions with few answers . . . 

 
○ There had been so many personal testimonies regarding the 

resurrection of our Lord that they were aware of or had 
themselves heard.  But no one seemed to “understand” what 
had happened.  And these two here recounted in words of 
doubt and amazement what had reportedly occurred and yet 
they were still so disappointed . . . 

 
○ Some key words: they “delivered him” and by implication, 

they “crucified him”.  “But we trusted . . .”  What had they 
trusted?  That is the question.  They knew well the one part 
of the story, regarding the King and His Kingdom.  But they 
did not believe in the necessity of our Lord’s death for sin 
and sinners, his burial, and his glorious resurrection!  WHAT 
ABOUT US? 
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○ How important is the resurrection of Jesus Christ?  To you? 
To me? 

 
[READ   ] Lk. 24:22-27 
22 Yea, and certain women also of our company made us astonished, 
which were early at the sepulchre; 
23 And when they found not his body, they came, saying, that they had 
also seen a vision of angels, which said that he was alive. 
24 And certain of them which were with us went to the sepulchre, and 
found [it] even so as the women had said: but him they saw not. 
25 Then he said unto them, O fools, and slow of heart to believe all 
that the prophets have spoken: 
26 Ought not Christ to have suffered these things, and to enter into 
his glory? 
27 And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, he expounded 
unto them in all the scriptures the things concerning himself. 

 
○ Oh, to be called a fool.  Such strong language.  And yet it 

clearly was so appropriate -- and true!  Ignorance was the 
dominant theme of the day, it seemed.  

 
○ BUT THE CONFUSION WAS DUE NOT TO SIMPLE UNBELIEF, 

BUT TO SELECTIVE UNBELIEF AS THE LORD SAID IN 
VERSE 25: “O fools, and slow of heart to believe all that the 
prophets have spoken:  Ought not Christ to have suffered 
these things, and to enter into his glory?” 

 
○ The revelation had been given but the hearts had still 

remained closed.  “All” that the prophets had revealed is so 
“telling” of the real problem.  They had not properly taken 
God at his word!!  They had been SELECTIVE in their belief. 

 
○ So appropriate was his words therefore:  “OH FOOLS”!  What 

about us?  How important is Christ’s resurrection to us?  To 
you, to me? 

 
[READ   ] Lk. 24:28-32 
28 And they drew nigh unto the village, whither they went: and he made 
as though he would have gone further. 
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29 But they constrained him, saying, Abide with us: for it is toward 
evening, and the day is far spent. And he went in to tarry with them. 
30 And it came to pass, as he sat at meat with them, he took bread, and 
blessed [it], and brake, and gave to them. 
31 And their eyes were opened, and they knew him; and he 
vanished out of their sight. 
32 And they said one to another, Did not our heart burn within us, 
while he talked with us by the way, and while he opened to us the 
scriptures? 

 
○ Note: The focus here is that it was by revelation that God had 

communicated with man through the scriptures (though here 
the “eyes” are mentioned, the “eyes” of faith). 

 
○ This was not seeing him eat with the eyes of the flesh -- this 

was “seeing” him as he truly was SPIRITUALLY - through 
illumination based on revelation -- so important. 

 
○ If we had the time, we could go to John 20 where is recorded 

a record of an event so precious and wonderful as to be 
beyond words except for what is written here, and with that 
John’s gospel ends.  That is the account of Thomas, the one 
called so often “doubting Thomas”. 

 
John 20:27-30 
27 Then saith he to Thomas, Reach hither thy finger, and behold 
my hands; and reach hither thy hand, and thrust [it] into my side: 
and be not faithless, but believing. 
28 And Thomas answered and said unto him, My Lord and my 
God. 
29 Jesus saith unto him, Thomas, because thou hast seen 
me, thou hast believed: blessed [are] they that have not seen, 
and [yet] have believed. 
30 And many other signs truly did Jesus in the presence of his 
disciples, which are not written in this book: 

 
○ How blessed are they that having not seen have yet believed. 

What about you and me, beloved?  What about us?  How 
important is Christ’s resurrection to us, to you, to me?  That 
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is the question. 
 
Final Conclusions and an Exhortation: 
 

● A compelling and perhaps heart rending quotation would be this as we 
close today, a quotation from C. S. Lewis:  "Christianity, if false, is of no 
importance, and, if true, of infinite importance. The one thing it cannot be 
is moderately important."  
 
SO THE QUESTION FOR US TODAY IS THIS: CONSIDERING THAT THE 
RESURRECTION OF JESUS CHRIST IS AT THE CENTER OF A 
CHRISTIAN’S FAITH ACCORDING TO 1 COR. 15, HOW IMPORTANT IS 
THE RESURRECTION TO YOUR FAITH? TO MINE? ARE WE ALSO 
“FOOLS”?  OR ARE WE BELIEVERS?  MAY IT BE THAT LATTER FOR 
GOD’S AND FOR OUR ETERNAL GLORY.  

 
“When I survey the wondrous cross 
On which the Prince of glory died, 
My richest gain I count but loss, 
And pour contempt on all my pride. 
Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast, 
Save in the death of Christ my God! 
All the vain things that charm me most, 
I sacrifice them to His blood. 
See from His head, His hands, His feet, 
Sorrow and love flow mingled down! 
Did e’er such love and sorrow meet, 
Or thorns compose so rich a crown? 
His dying crimson, like a robe, 
Spreads o’er His body on the tree; 
Then I am dead to all the globe, 
And all the globe is dead to me. 
Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
That were a present far too small; 
Love so amazing, so divine, 
Demands my soul, my life, my all.” 
 

1 Cor. 1:18  For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; 
but unto us which are saved it is the power of God. 
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HOW IMPORTANT IS OUR LORD’S RESURRECTION TO YOU, BELOVED?  TO 
ME?   LORD BLESS YOU ALL.  AMEN. 
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