
 

The Long War Against God: 
“When I Survey the Wondrous Cross . . . - Part 4 

Strength through Weakness for God’s Eternal Glory!” 
 
 
Review: 
 

● IN OUR LAST TWO FELLOWSHIPS WE FOCUSED ON HOW GOD’S 
DELIVERANCE FOR SINNERS UNDER HIS ABUNDANT GRACE HAD 
BEEN PLANNED FROM BEFORE THE FOUNDATION OF THE WORLD. 
BUT WHAT FURTHER BLESSINGS COULD PAUL BE WRITING ABOUT 
WHEN HE WROTE IN 1 COR. 2 THAT “IF THE PRINCES OF THIS WORLD 
HAD KNOWN” GOD’S PLAN THAN THEY WOULD NOT HAVE CRUCIFIED” 
OUR LORD JESUS.  
 
A VERY SIGNIFICANT PART OF THIS MUST REFER TO THE WAY THE 
CRUCIFIXION FIGURED IN THE PLAN OF GOD.  SATAN’S ULTIMATE 
DEFEAT WAS SEALED AT THAT POINT, OF COURSE, THOUGH HE 
CLEARLY DID NOT KNOW IT.  
 
BUT THERE IS MORE AS WELL THAT THEY DID NOT KNOW ACCORDING 
TO THIS PASSAGE THAT VERSES 9 & 12 REVEAL -- THE GREAT 
BLESSINGS THAT WOULD BE FREELY GIVEN TO US!  MOST 
REMARKABLE INDEED. 

 
WE HAD THAT AS OUR FOCUS LAST TIME  -- THE ADDITIONAL DEPTH 
OF MEANING TO THE WORDS “THE CROSS OF OUR LORD JESUS 
CHRIST”, GOING BEYOND THE HISTORY OF WHAT HAPPENED AT 
CALVARY, TO WHAT WAS SPIRITUALLY ACCOMPLISHED IN CHRIST’S 
DEATH, BURIAL AND RESURRECTION IN REGARD TO US WHO ARE 
MEMBERS OF CHRIST’S HEAVENLY BODY, THE CHURCH. 
 

● The Cross: Christ’s Resurrection Life in Its Revelation: 
 

1 Cor. 2:1-5 
1 And I, brethren, when I came to you, came not with excellency of speech 
or of wisdom, declaring unto you the testimony of God. 
2 For I determined not to know anything among you, save Jesus Christ, 
and him crucified. 
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3 And I was with you in weakness, and in fear, and in much trembling. 
4 And my speech and my preaching [was] not with enticing words of 
man's wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power: 
5 That your faith should not stand in the wisdom of men, but in the power 
of God. 

 
● The Cross: Resurrection Life in Its Practical Outworking: 

 
Rom. 6:3-13  
3 Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ 
were baptized into his death? 
4 Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as 
Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we 
also should walk in newness of life. 
[5 For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be 
also [in the likeness] of [his] resurrection: 
6 Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with [him], that the body of 
sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin.] 
. . . 
11 Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive 
unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
12 Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, that ye should obey it in the 
lusts thereof. 
13 Neither yield ye your members [as] instruments of unrighteousness unto 
sin: but yield yourselves unto God, as those that are alive from the dead, 
and your members [as] instruments of righteousness unto God. 

 
● KNOW → RECKON → YIELD (PRESENT).  THIS IS THE CENTRAL 

TEACHING HERE. THIS IS THE WAY OF GRACE.  A PROPER 
RESPONSE TO WHAT GOD HAS ALREADY DONE IS THE KEY TO 
VICTORY.  “RECKON” IS THE KEY WORD. 

 
● In faith, taking God at his word, considering the full meaning of his 

death, burial and resurrection. Knowing by faith that we have been 
so identified with Christ that we share in the full “spiritual” benefits 
of his death (bearing our sins in his body on the tree), his burial, 
and also in his resurrection to heaven’s glory, we are then enabled 
to RECKON all of this to be true and thereby to LIVE in the realm of 
it.  WE CAN THEREFORE PRESENT OUR BODIES AS LIVING 
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SACRIFICES AND LIVE OUT THE BENEFITS OF WHAT CHRIST 
ACCOMPLISHED FOR US. 

 
● Paul’s example should be a great encouragement to us. For if he 

lived this life, AND GAVE US HIS STRONG TESTIMONY 
REGARDING IT, so can we!  The question for us then is:  Will we? 
PAUL’S WORDS SHOULD RING SO TRUE WITH OUR OWN 
EXPERIENCE: 

 
Gal. 6:14  But God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto me, and 
I unto the world.  

 
● Those ending verses of Isaac Watts’ hymn state the same theme: 

 
“. . . I am dead to all the globe, 
And all the globe is dead to me. 

 
● Such profound and powerful teaching this is.  That God had planned such 

a blessing for his children as this -- A COMPLETE AND FULL 
DELIVERANCE OF GOD’S PEOPLE FROM SATAN’S WORLD SYSTEM 
where he is still Prince.  

 
NOW, ONWARDS FOR OUR SUBJECT TODAY:  
OUR CIRCUMSTANCES IN THIS LIFE WHATEVER THEY MAY BE, ARE 
OPPORTUNITIES FOR CHRIST’S STRENGTH TO BE MADE PERFECT IN OUR 
WEAKNESS, OR, “Strength through Weakness for God’s (and Our) Eternal 
Glory!”  
 
2 Cor. 12:9 says it so well, doesn’t it?  The apostle, in his human weaknesses, 
called out to the Lord, even three times, we writes, for deliverance from “the 
thorn in the flesh”.  But the Lord did not answer that prayer . . . 
 
2 Cor. 12:9  And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is 
made perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, 
that the power of Christ may rest upon me. 
 
It is this “power of Christ” referred to here in verse 9 that Paul had displayed to 
the Corinthians and is now revealing throughout this letter.  “Strength through 
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Weakness for God’s Glory!”  That is his theme here and that is our theme today. 
 
Indeed, in ways the world can never understand (neither the carnal minds of 
believers), it is through this marvelous grace that God’s power is being fully 
manifested today under this dispensational plan.  As Paul continues in this 
mighty revelation to the Corinthians in the next chapter (but there are no 
chapter divisions on the original, or course): 
 
2 Cor. 13:3-4 
3 Since ye seek a proof of Christ speaking in me, which to you-ward is not weak, 
but is mighty in you. 
4 For though he was crucified through weakness, yet he liveth by the power of 
God. For we also are weak in him, but we shall live with him by the power of 
God toward you. 
 
The princes of this world know nothing of this power under God’s gracious 
ruling today.  This is the Dispensation of the Grace of God, which the rulers of 
this world find “foolishness” indeed.  But towards us who are saved they are 
the power of God. And, Paul’s spiritual words of grace are the power of God (or, 
the vehicle God uses to convey his power) not only for our salvation, but also 
for our sanctification. As we shall see today, these words give hope in times of 
trial and distress which cannot come from any other source. Only God through 
his word can provide such blessings. 
 
Our outline: 
 

● Through the Circumstances of Life, We Are Being Transformed by Faith: 
● Through the Circumstances of Life, We Are Being Transformed by His 

Faithfulness: 
● Through the Circumstances of Life, We Shall Be Encouraged By Paul’s 

Example!!  Amen. 
 

I. Through the Circumstances of Life, We Are Being Transformed by Faith: 
 

[READ   ] 2 Cor. 5:1-8 
1 For we know that if our earthly house of [this] tabernacle were dissolved, we 
have a building of God, an house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 
2 For in this we groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed upon with our house 
which is from heaven: 
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3 If so be that being clothed we shall not be found naked. 
4 For we that are in [this] tabernacle do groan, being burdened: not for that we 
would be unclothed, but clothed upon, that mortality might be swallowed up of 
life. 
 
5 Now he that hath wrought us for the selfsame thing [is] God, who also 
hath given unto us the earnest of the Spirit. 
6 Therefore [we are] always confident, knowing that, whilst we are at 
home in the body, we are absent from the Lord: 
7 (For we walk by faith, not by sight:) 
8 We are confident, [I say], and willing rather to be absent from the body, 
and to be present with the Lord. 

 
● Our Desire - verses 1-4: verses one through four give us God‘s 

promise for the future whatever our trials today are even if they 
leave lead to death, we have the promise of God regarding the 
future. Resurrection glory awaits us, for that is his promise in 
Christ Jesus.  

  
● God’s Provision - verses 5-8: But that is not all. We have the 

EARNEST OF THE SPIRIT he says in verse five, and therefore we 
are confident. Through weakness, our weakness, God’s strength is 
made perfect -- and it is revealed in us, whatever our 
circumstances, AS WE WALK BY FAITH AND NOT BY SIGHT. 

  
● Through the Circumstances of Life, We Are Being Transformed by Faith: 

 
II. Through the Circumstances of Life, We Are Being Transformed by His 

Faithfulness: 
 

[READ   ] Rom. 8:28-34 
28 And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to 
them who are the called according to [his] purpose. 
 
29 For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate [to be] conformed to the 
image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren. 
30 Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he 
called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified. 
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31 What shall we then say to these things? If God [be] for us, who [can be] 
against us? 
32 He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he 
not with him also freely give us all things? 
33 Who shall lay anything to the charge of God's elect? [It is] God that justifieth. 
34 Who [is] he that condemneth? [It is] Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen 
again, who is even at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for 
us. 
 
[READ   ] Rom. 8:35-39 
35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? [shall] tribulation, or distress, 
or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 
36 As it is written, For thy sake we are killed all the day long; we are accounted 
as sheep for the slaughter. 
37 Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved 
us. 
38 For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor 
principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, 
39 Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us 
from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 
● The divine logic here: 

○ 31 If God [be] for us, who [can be] against us? 
○ 32 He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for 

us all, how shall he not with him also freely give us all things? 
○ 33 Who shall lay anything to the charge of God's elect? [It is] 

God that justifieth. 
○ 34 Who [is] he that condemneth? [It is] Christ that died, yea 

rather, that is risen again, who is even at the right hand of God, 
who also maketh intercession for us. 

○ 35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? [shall] 
tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or 
peril, or sword? 

 
● The divine consequence for us: 

○ 36 As it is written, For thy sake we are killed all the day long; 
we are accounted as sheep for the slaughter. 

○ 37 Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors 
through him that loved us. 
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○ 38 For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor 
angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor 
things to come, 

○ 39 Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be 
able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ 
Jesus our Lord. 

○ So great salvation!  God’s strength manifested through our 
weakness.  And “more than conquerors through him that 
loved us”.  Such words. 

 
○ The work of the Lord is so great that we are thereby “more 

than conquerors” (Rom. 8:37) and the work of the Lord is so 
great that we are thereby “constrained” (Rom. 8:38). 

 
○ But there is more here than may have met your eye, and this 

is the key teaching today: 
 

■ Note the words in verse 36: “For thy sake we are killed all 
the day long; we are accounted as sheep for the 
slaughter.”  And then the words in verse 37: “in all these 
things”.   There is so much here, isn’t there?  

■ Both Christ’s love and the love of God are mentioned 
(verses 35, 37 & 39).  In all cases this perfect love is 
underscored BUT REMARKABLY, THEY ARE 
UNDERSCORED AND HIGHLIGHTED IN a specific 
context, that of our sufferings.  

■ So it has been clearly established then therefore that 
“God’s strength [is] manifested through our weakness.” 

■ But it is by faith that it must be received, BECAUSE not 
even “tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or 
famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword” are able to 
“separate us from the love of Christ?”  Those are a 
reality, but in no way to they indicate that God’s love is 
being held or compromised.  What a teaching. 

  
● Christ’s LOVE is the keynote here.  This TRUTH IS SO POWERFUL, 

SO LITERALLY OVERWHELMING that it shall transform the 
darkness of this world and this life into eternal glory.  Christ’s love 
shall NEVER fail us.  
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Do you believe this, brethren?  Are you convinced?  Persuaded? 
Transformed by His perfect love? Am I?  

 
[READ   ] 2 Cor. 4:16-18 
16 For which cause we faint not; but though our outward man perish, yet 
the inward [man] is renewed day by day. 
17 For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far 
more exceeding [and] eternal weight of glory; 
18 While we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are 
not seen: for the things which are seen [are] temporal; but the things which are 
not seen [are] eternal. 

 
● This fits so perfectly with the Romans 8.  But it adds a keynote that 

we must remember if we are to enjoy all that the Lord is offering to 
his precious saints. 

  
● Verses 16 through 18 explains the dynamics of grace so well: 

○ Our outward man is perishing however the inner man is 
being renewed [by Almighty God].  Therefore we do not 
“faint” or “give up”. 

○ We know that the trials of the present time are part of the 
divine plan under grace and that they SHALL LEAD TO OUR 
ETERNAL GLORY AND BLESSING.  Amen!! 

○ And, finally, all of these blessings in the current time 
including our not fainting whatever our circumstances are 
possible only because “We look [are looking] not at the 
things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen: 
for the things which are seen [are] temporal; but the things 
which are not seen [are] eternal.” 

○ This is most blessed. We have the entire key here to 
victorious living as a believer under grace, AND IT IS 
SUMMARIZED SO POWERFULLY BY THESE FEW KEY 
WORDS, “WHILE WE LOOK . . .”  BELOVED, WHERE ARE 
YOU, WHERE AM I LOOKING?  WHAT IS OUR FAITH FIXED 
UPON?  THE THINGS OF THIS WORLD OR THE MATTERS OF 
THE HEART AND THE PROMISES OF OUR GLORIOUS 
FUTURE? 
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● Through the Circumstances of Life, We Are Being Transformed by Faith: 
● Through the Circumstances of Life, We Are Being Transformed by His 

Faithfulness: 
 
III. Through the Circumstances of Life, We Shall Be Encouraged By Paul’s 

Example!!  Amen. 
 

[READ   ] 2 Cor. 5:12-15 
12 For we commend not ourselves again unto you, but give you occasion 
to glory on our behalf, that ye may have somewhat to [answer] them 
which glory in appearance, and not in heart. 
13 For whether we be beside ourselves, [it is] to God: or whether we be 
sober, [it is] for your cause. 
14 For the love of Christ constraineth us; because we thus judge, that if 
one died for all, then were all dead: 
15 And [that] he died for all, that they which live should not henceforth 
live unto themselves, but unto him which died for them, and rose again. 
 

● The work of the Lord was so great that Paul was “constrained” to 
minister grace to all whatever the consequences to him personally 
might be.  And we are thereby “constrained” as well by his example 
- 2 Cor. 5:14: NOTE AGAIN HERE THAT IT IS THE LOVE OF CHRIST 
THAT IS CONSTRAINING US, NOTHING LESS IS GIVEN AND 
NOTHING MORE IS NEEDED.  Praise the Lord for such an 
exhortation, such a gracious exhortation.  There is no law here, 
only grace.  And the glory awaits all who are so motivated.  

 
● Brethren, are you, am I so constrained? Paul’s example is there to 

prove that it can and may be done - with the Lord’s help always. 
Amen. 

 
● Through the Circumstances of Life, We Are Being Transformed by Faith: 
● Through the Circumstances of Life, We Are Being Transformed by His 

Faithfulness: 
● Through the Circumstances of Life, We Shall Be Encouraged By Paul’s 

Example!!  Amen. 
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Conclusion & Application: 
 
These words from the great hymn express it well, nearly quoting from Paul’s 
own words: 

 
“See from His head, His hands, His feet, 
Sorrow and love flow mingled down! 
Did e’er such love and sorrow meet, 
Or thorns compose so rich a crown? 
His dying crimson, like a robe, 
Spreads o’er His body on the tree; 
Then I am dead to all the globe, 
And all the globe is dead to me. 
Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
That were a present far too small; 
Love so amazing, so divine, 
Demands my soul, my life, my all.” 

 
So be it.  Enjoy the Lord -- and his inexhaustible grace, BY WHICH WE ARE 
“DEAD TO ALL THE GLOBE AND ALL THE GLOBE IS DEAD TO ME”.  PRAISE 
THE LORD AND AMEN.  
 
WE KNOW WHAT THE PRINCES OF THIS WORLD NEVER KNEW.  THEY 
CRUCIFIED THE LORD OF GLORY NOT KNOWING IT WOULD BRING THEIR 
DEMISE AND DEFEAT AND OUR OWN GLORY.  
 
Col. 3:1-4 
1 If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ 
sitteth on the right hand of God. 
2 Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth. 
3 For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God. 
4 When Christ, [who is] our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him in 
glory. 
 
IS IT WORTH IT ALL?  AMEN.  REJOICE! 
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