
 

The Long War Against God: 
“When I Survey the Wondrous Cross . . . - Part 3” 

 
 
Review: 
 
Last time I again read the lyrics of a most beloved hymn, “When I Survey the 
Wondrous Cross”, written in about 1707 by Isaac Watts: 
 

“When I survey the wondrous cross 
On which the Prince of glory died, 
My richest gain I count but loss, 
And pour contempt on all my pride. 

 
Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast, 
Save in the death of Christ my God! 
All the vain things that charm me most, 
I sacrifice them to His blood. 
 
See from His head, His hands, His feet, 
Sorrow and love flow mingled down! 
Did e’er such love and sorrow meet, 
Or thorns compose so rich a crown? 
His dying crimson, like a robe, 
Spreads o’er His body on the tree; 
Then I am dead to all the globe, 
And all the globe is dead to me. 
Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
That were a present far too small; 
Love so amazing, so divine, 
Demands my soul, my life, my all.” 

 
● In these final lines of the hymn the writer conveys in such a powerful way 

what Paul revealed in his letters and in his preaching and teaching 
regarding the finished work of Christ on Calvary’s Cross and the full 
benefits of his new life in the believer.  As it was for Isaac Watts it must 
also be for us.  The apostle Paul’s ministry and message must be at the 
heart of both our faith and our words of praise, however humble they may 
be in comparison to Paul’s.  
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Paul wrote so well of what that must start in 1 Cor. 1:18 :  For the preaching 
of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us which are saved it is 
the power of God. 
 

● What is this implying and what conclusion should we draw from this? 
That every believer has had to start in the same place, with the gospel or 
good news which is ITSELF the vehicle God has ordained to 
communicate his power for sinners.  That is something to be known and 
to be remembered, for there are so many consequences of it . . . We 
considered this last time and surely know that the question “how must we 
be saved?” is so clear.  We must believe the gospel to be saved and take 
God at his word regarding his son, our Lord Jesus Christ.  Apart from that 
there is no beginning in true and authentic life -- what scripture calls 
“eternal” life. 

 
● Moving on, we also have seen in our other fellowships what Paul wrote in 

chapter 2 where he begins to further reveal this amazing grace: 
 

1 Cor. 2:6-13 
6 Howbeit we speak wisdom among them that are perfect: yet not the wisdom 
of this world, nor of the princes of this world, that come to nought: 
7 But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, [even] the hidden 
[wisdom], which God ordained before the world unto our glory: 
8 Which none of the princes of this world knew: for had they known [it], 
they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. 
 
9 But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have 
entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for 
them that love him. 
10 But God hath revealed [them] unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth 
all things, yea, the deep things of God. 
11 For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of man which is in 
him? even so the things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God. 

 
12 Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which 
is of God; that we might know the things that are freely given [χαρίζομαι] 
to us of God. 
13 Which things also we speak, not in the words which man's wisdom teacheth, 
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but which the Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiritual. 
 

● So there greatest issue here for the enemies of God was the future 
blessing of us!!  Most amazing and profound, isn’t it?  BUT WHAT 
FURTHER BLESSINGS COULD PAUL BE WRITING ABOUT HERE?  IT 
CLEARLY SAYS HERE THAT “IF THE PRINCES OF THIS WORLD HAD 
KNOWN” GOD’S PLAN THAT THEY WOULD NOT HAVE CRUCIFIED” OUR 
LORD JESUS.  PART OF THIS MUST REFER TO THE WAY THE 
CRUCIFIXION FIGURED IN THE PLAN OF GOD.  SATAN’S ULTIMATE 
DEFEAT WAS SEALED AT THAT POINT, OF COURSE.  BUT THERE IS 
MORE AS WELL THAT THEY DID NOT KNOW ACCORDING TO THIS 
PASSAGE THAT VERSES 9 & 12 REVEAL -- THE GREAT BLESSINGS 
THAT WOULD BE FREELY GIVEN TO US!  MOST REMARKABLE INDEED. 

 
IT ARE THESE ADDITIONAL BLESSINGS THAT WE WILL FOCUS UPON 
TODAY.  THERE IS AN ADDITIONAL DEPTH OF MEANING TO THE 
WORDS “THE CROSS OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST”: 
 

● The Cross: Christ’s Resurrection Life in Its Revelation: 
● The Cross: Resurrection Life in Its Practical Outworking: 
● The Cross: Christ’s Resurrection Life and Its Full Display (in Paul’s Life): 

 
I. The Cross: Christ’s Resurrection Life in Its Revelation: 

 
[READ   ] 1 Cor. 2:1-5 
1 And I, brethren, when I came to you, came not with excellency of speech 
or of wisdom, declaring unto you the testimony of God. 
2 For I determined not to know anything among you, save Jesus Christ, 
and him crucified. 
3 And I was with you in weakness, and in fear, and in much trembling. 
4 And my speech and my preaching [was] not with enticing words of 
man's wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power: 
5 That your faith should not stand in the wisdom of men, but in the power 
of God. 
 

● Paul is writing of his entry into Corinth and how his ministry with these 
Corinthians was accomplished.  Special, “spiritual words”, 1 Cor. 2:13 
were given by Paul regarding the Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
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● These “spiritual words” are all about these blessings to be freely given to 
that will believe the glorious gospel.   It is through words, “spiritual” 
words such as this that we know therefore the full meaning of the “cross 
of our Lord Jesus Christ”, truths that transform the heart of sinful man in 
every way, from the salvation of the soul & spirit to the dynamic 
empowering for living each day and hour for the glory of Almighty God 
through Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

 
● But now, today I want to answer more fully this question:  “How MAY we 

then live?” considering the power available through the risen Lord Jesus 
and his “life-giving spirit” which we have all received? [see 1 Cor. 15:45 
for the “life-giving spirit”]  

 
● The Cross: Christ’s Resurrection Life in Its Revelation: 

 
II. The Cross: Resurrection Life in Its Practical Outworking: 

 
[READ   ] Rom. 6:1-10  [The foundational truth that must be known] 
1 What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound? 
2 God forbid. How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein? 
3 Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ 
were baptized into his death? 
4 Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as 
Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we 
also should walk in newness of life. 
5 For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be 
also [in the likeness] of [his] resurrection: 
6 Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with [him], that the body of 
sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin. 

 
7 For he that is dead is freed from sin. 
8 Now if we be dead with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with him: 
9 Knowing that Christ being raised from the dead dieth no more; death hath no 
more dominion over him. 
10 For in that he died, he died unto sin once: but in that he liveth, he liveth unto 
God. 
 
[READ   ] Rom. 6:11-13 [The gracious exhortation that should follow 
knowing] 
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11 Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive 
unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
12 Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, that ye should obey it in the 
lusts thereof. 
13 Neither yield ye your members [as] instruments of unrighteousness unto 
sin: but yield yourselves unto God, as those that are alive from the dead, 
and your members [as] instruments of righteousness unto God. 

 
● Such a powerful and critical teaching is found here - if we 

would desire to know what has already been accomplished 
through the cross-work of our Lord Jesus.  The facts are 
given - what will our response be?  The PRACTICAL 
OUTWORKING of this in our lives as we LIVE out the 
resurrection life that we have been freely granted is outlined 
here and it is in no other place so revealed. 

 
● KNOW → RECKON → YIELD (PRESENT).  THIS IS THE 

CENTRAL TEACHING HERE. THIS IS THE WAY OF GRACE. 
A PROPER RESPONSE TO WHAT GOD HAS ALREADY DONE 
IS THE KEY TO VICTORY.  “RECKON” IS THE KEY WORD. 

  
● But what is this baptism mentioned in verses 3 & 4?  

 
It is surely NOT WITH WATER as it IS A REAL BAPTISM (OR 
IDENTIFICATION), God’s IDENTIFICATION OF US SINNERS 
WITH THE LORD HIMSELF IN HIS (1) DEATH, (2) BURIAL, 
AND (3) RESURRECTION. 

 
● Knowledge precedes action.  But one must reckon upon it to 

see the power of God displayed.  The same teaching is found 
in Col. 2: 

  
Col. 2:9-12 
9 For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily. 
10 And ye are complete in him, which is the head of all principality 
and power: 
11 In whom also ye are circumcised with the circumcision 
made without hands, in putting off the body of the sins of the 
flesh by the circumcision of Christ: 
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12 Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with 
[him] through the faith of the operation of God, who hath 
raised him from the dead. 

 
● So here as has been often said (only here the meaning of that 

phrase is profoundly true) “knowledge is power”. And the 
key teaching here is that when that knowledge is taken to 
heart and reckoned upon in faith, God does the rest of the 
work.  We are set free to yield or present ourselves to God 
and walk in newness of life.  Christ’s resurrection life is then 
enjoyed by us as we actively share it with him!  Amen. 

 
● The Cross: Christ’s Resurrection Life in Its Revelation: 
● The Cross: Resurrection Life in Its Practical Outworking: 

 
III. The Cross: Christ’s Resurrection Life and Its Full Display (in Paul’s Life): 

 
Gal. 2:19-21 [Paul’s personal testimony of how he lived with this great 
knowledge as defined in Rom. 6] 
19 For I through the law am dead to the law, that I might live unto God. 
20 I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth 
in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son 
of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me. 
21 I do not frustrate the grace of God: for if righteousness [come] by the 
law, then Christ is dead in vain. 

  
● Note also the simplicity here.  Works righteousness is of no value. 

Only the faith of Christ is needed. . . and the Life of Christ will 
spring forth. 

 
● Note that the enemy in all of this is the law (really, “law”, without 

the definite article).  Any law short-circuits the working of God 
under grace. 

 
● Paul’s example should be a great encouragement to us.  For if he 

lived this life, so can we!  The question for us then is:  Will we? 
 

● Finally, we must not forget to put a focus on Gal. 6:14, a verse that 
Isaac Watts had clearly in mind when he wrote those powerful lines 
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of his great hymn: 
 

“Did e’er such love and sorrow meet, 
Or thorns compose so rich a crown? 
His dying crimson, like a robe, 
Spreads o’er His body on the tree; 
Then I am dead to all the globe, 
And all the globe is dead to me. 
Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
That were a present far too small; 
Love so amazing, so divine, 
Demands my soul, my life, my all.” 

 
Gal. 6:14  But God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto me, and 
I unto the world.  

 
● Such profound and powerful teaching this is.  That God had 

planned such a blessing for his children as this -- deliverance from 
the power and control of the world, Satan’s cosmos, where he is 
still Prince.  This is a satanic realm ruled from the heavenlies.  
 
NO WONDER PAUL WROTE THAT IF SATAN HAD KNOWN OF 
THESE BLESSINGS OF “THE CROSS”, HE WOULD NEVER HAVE 
ALLOWED OUR LORD JESUS TO BE CRUCIFIED.  FOR INSTEAD 
OF CHRIST’S DEATH BEING THE END OF THE LONG WAR 
AGAINST GOD, WITH SATAN AS VICTOR OVER THE LORD GOD 
AND HIS CHRIST, THROUGH THIS SAME EVENT SATAN WOULD 
BE DEFEATED, NOW AND ETERNALLY.  AND WE INSTEAD WHO 
HAVE BELIEVED WOULD BE THE RECIPIENTS OF SUCH GLORY 
AND GRACE.  PRAISE THE LORD AND AMEN! 

 
● The Cross: Christ’s Resurrection Life in Its Revelation: 
● The Cross: Resurrection Life in Its Practical Outworking: 
● The Cross: Christ’s Resurrection Life and Its Full Display (in Paul’s Life): 

 
Conclusion & Application: 
 

● One other scripture underscores our teaching today so well that I would 
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like us to read it now in closing.  In 2 Cor. 4, Paul explains how God is 
working today in ways that are not apparent to the natural mind or even 
visible to the eye of the flesh, yet his working under grace is real and 
transforming for all of us who have learned what Paul is writing of here so 
powerfully: 

 
[READ   ] 2 Cor. 4:6-12 
6 For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath 
shined in our hearts, to [give] the light of the knowledge of the glory of 
God in the face of Jesus Christ. 
7 But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency of the 
power may be of God, and not of us. 
8 [We are] troubled on every side, yet not distressed; [we are] perplexed, 
but not in despair; 
9 Persecuted, but not forsaken; cast down, but not destroyed; 
10 Always bearing about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the 
life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our body. 
11 For we which live are alway delivered unto death for Jesus' sake, that 
the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our mortal flesh. 
12 So then death worketh in us, but life in you. 

 
● So in the Cross a foundation was laid (as the rulers of this world were 

ignorant) for a working of God far more glorious than the world had ever 
known. . . 

 
● The KNOW → RECKON → YIELD of Rom. 6 is applied here personally in 

Paul’s own life.  It should be for us as well.  There is no taint of legalism 
here at all.  No mere ethical or even religious system to be obeyed.  No 
working to increase our faith, to become more like Jesus, or to endure 
somehow the trials of this life.  

 
● How many know of this, even today?  So few, so few, though it is revealed 

so clearly in these scriptures.  Amen.  BUT WE KNOW IT!  MAY WE 
RECKON ON ITS TRUTH, YIELD, AND ENJOY THE LORD AS HE WORKS 
OUT HIS FRUIT IN US.  FOR, AS PAUL HAS SO OFTEN WRITTEN, GOD’S 
WORKING IN US IS MOST GLORIOUS INDEED!  AMEN.  

 
[READ   ] Rom. 8:17-18 
17 And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be 
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that we suffer with [him], that we may be also glorified together. 
18 For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time [are] not worthy [to be 
compared] with the glory which shall be revealed in us. 
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