
 

The Long War Against God: 
“When I Survey the Wondrous Cross . . . - Part 2” 

 
 
Review: 
 

● In our last meeting I quoted from C. S. Lewis:  "Christianity, if false, is of 
no importance, and, if true, of infinite importance. The one thing it cannot 
be is moderately important."  

 
I also read the lyrics of a well known and beloved hymn by Isaac Watts, 
“When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”: 
 

“When I survey the wondrous cross 
On which the Prince of glory died, 
My richest gain I count but loss, 
And pour contempt on all my pride. 
Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast, 
Save in the death of Christ my God! 
All the vain things that charm me most, 
I sacrifice them to His blood. 
See from His head, His hands, His feet, 
Sorrow and love flow mingled down! 
Did e’er such love and sorrow meet, 
Or thorns compose so rich a crown? 
His dying crimson, like a robe, 
Spreads o’er His body on the tree; 
Then I am dead to all the globe, 
And all the globe is dead to me. 
Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
That were a present far too small; 
Love so amazing, so divine, 
Demands my soul, my life, my all.” 

 
● These words of the hymn writer convey in a powerful way what Paul 

revealed in his letters and in his preaching and teaching regarding the 
finished work of Christ on Calvary’s Cross and the full benefits of his new 
life in the believer.  So the apostle Paul’s ministry and message are at the 
heart of both our faith and our words of praise, however humble they may 
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be in comparison to Paul’s.  Paul wrote so well of it in 1 Cor. 1:18:  For the 
preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us which are 
saved it is the power of God. 
 

● In Galatians chapter 6 Paul, with language even higher and more 
empowering, writes concerning this great salvation this:  

 
Gal. 6:14  But God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto me, and I unto the world.  
 
It is through words, “spiritual” words such as this that we know therefore 
the full meaning of the “cross of our Lord Jesus Christ”, a truth that 
transforms the heart of sinful man in every way, from the salvation of the 
soul & spirit to the dynamic empowering for living each day and hour for 
the glory of Almighty God through Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

 
● This will be our subject today. 

 
● In our fellowships here in the grand subject of the Gen. 3:15 promise 

concerning the Seed of the Woman we have seen how the Bible, from 
Genesis to Revelation, states so clearly that Messiah would come to fulfill 
the promises made to the nation of Israel and the Jews regarding a land 
(a kingdom) and a king.  That king would rule with the power of God and 
would (finally) defeat all of Israel’s perpetual enemies and bring them into 
a realm of perfect peace.  But, as we have seen, there was in the Bible 
also much revelation regarding how he would come into this world, being 
born of a virgin, and in the end be rejected by his own people and 
crucified, dying a death that no man had ever died before -- and that 
would not be the end of it all, for there would follow his glorious 
resurrection . . .  

 
● But much was still not revealed as to the full meaning of all of that. 

MUCH WAS LEFT UNREVEALED UNTIL THE APOSTLE PAUL WROTE HIS 
LETTERS AND MADE KNOWN TO MAN SO MUCH MORE THAN WHAT 
ISRAEL COULD EVER HAVE KNOWN BASED ON WHAT THE PROPHETS 
HAD WRITTEN.  
 
TODAY I WANT TO FOCUS OUR THOUGHTS ON WHAT PAUL REVEALED 
THERE.  THE DEATH AND RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD JESUS TRULY 
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DID PROVIDE THE FOUNDATION FOR ALL THAT WOULD FOLLOW 
INCLUDING THE FULFILLMENT OF EVERY PROMISE GOD HAD MADE TO 
ISRAEL REGARDING THEIR COMING KING AND KINGDOM.  
 
BUT IN ADDITION THE CROSS PROVIDED THAT ADDED BENEFIT THAT 
THE LORD JESUS BECAME ISRAEL’S REDEEMER NOT ONLY FROM 
THEIR ENEMIES BUT FROM SIN AND ITS POWER AS WELL.   
 
THROUGH CHRIST THE FULL EFFECT OF SATAN’S AND THEN ADAM’S 
AND EVE’S REBELLION WOULD BE OVERCOME, ONCE FOR ALL. 
THERE WERE HINTS TO THIS ADDITIONAL MEANING IN THE CROSS 
HERE AND THERE IN THE OLD TESTAMENT, BUT THE FULL 
REVELATION OF IT REMAINED FOR THE APOSTLE PAUL.  AND MUCH 
WAS KEPT SECRET, IN ORDER THAT THE LORD JESUS MIGHT BE 
CRUCIFIED AT THE HAND OF SINFUL MEN AND GLORIOUSLY RAISED IN 
PROOF OF HIS FINISHED WORK. 

 
● Today I want to examine carefully again a scripture we considered last 

week from 1 Cor. 2 and also consider its context in that chapter.  These 
verses are some of the most profound in all of the Bible regarding the 
great redemptive plan of Almighty God regarding the Seed of the Woman 
promise and its fulfillment.  As we read, take note of how personally Paul 
writes here.  We should not be able to read these verses without grasping 
onto the meaning of the words and their power to bring us new hope in 
the midst of a fallen, dark and sinful world. 

 
I. The Gospel:  Its Preaching and Effect 

 
[READ   ] 1 Cor. 2:1-5 
1 And I, brethren, when I came to you, came not with excellency of 
speech or of wisdom, declaring unto you the testimony of God. 
2 For I determined not to know anything among you, save Jesus 
Christ, and him crucified. 
3 And I was with you in weakness, and in fear, and in much trembling. 
4 And my speech and my preaching [was] not with enticing words 
of man's wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power: 
5 That your faith should not stand in the wisdom of men, but in the 
power of God. 
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● The great contrast here is between the power of God and the 
wisdom of men.  There is no overlap at all, Paul writes here.  No fair 
comparison is even possible. 

  
● Consider this verse - it states the same truth by using a negative 

term, “foolishness”: 
 

[READ   ] 1 Cor. 1:18  For the preaching of the cross is to them that 
perish foolishness; but unto us which are saved it is the power of God. 

 
● I am reminded of Lk. 24:25 “Oh fools . . .” from our last fellowship. 

 
● So we see that there the difference between the teaching that is 

Pauline is completely different and easily distinguished from that 
which is of the world and its ways.  It is the difference between true 
wisdom and foolishness, speaking spiritually, of course.  The one 
has and conveys the power of God and the other does not.  And it 
cannot.  

 
● It is clear that Paul’s words are written in a context of many false 

teachers already at work in the assemblies of his own day.  How 
much has happened since, and how relevant these words are to our 
circumstances today.  Amen. 
 

● Part 1: The Gospel:  Its Preaching and Effect - They were saved by 
believing it!! 

 
II. The Gospel:  Its Character and Distinctiveness 

 
[READ   ] 1 Cor. 2:6-8 
6 Howbeit we speak wisdom among them that are perfect: yet not the 
wisdom of this world, nor of the princes of this world, that come to 
nought: 
7 But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, [even] the hidden 
[wisdom], which God ordained before the world unto our glory: 
8 Which none of the princes of this world knew: for had they known 
[it], they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. 
 

● Analysis: 
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○ V. 6 the wisdom of God in a mystery (or a “sacred secret, 
never before revealed” 

○ V. 7a [even] the hidden [wisdom] 
○ V. 7b which God ordained before the world unto our glory, 

“before the world” designating that God’s plan for the Body 
of Christ was already certain in his mind before he created 
anything at all 

○ V. 8a Which none of the princes of this world knew:  
○ V. 8b for had they known [it], they would not have crucified 

the Lord of glory. 
 

● Interpretation: 
 

○ These words are the focal point of this entire section of this 
letter.  The preaching of the wisdom of God “in a mystery”. 

○ Verse 8 is one of the most remarkable verses in the Bible. 
 

■ The princes of this world are the same ones Daniel 
wrote about in Dan. 4:17 and chapters 10 & 11.  These 
are spirit beings, angels, cherubim, etc. that rule on 
earth from the heavenly realm.  This is satan’s world 
and he is the chief prince (see Ez. 38). 

 
■ It is revealed here that if those in a controlling position 

over the affairs of this earth and its people had know 
how God would be blessing us under grace, they 
would not have allowed the Son of God to be crucified. 
There are many levels of meaning here.  But at the 
minimum it means that by withholding the knowledge 
of what Christ’s death would accomplish the divine 
purpose behind Christ coming into this world allowed 
the evil ones whether in heaven or on earth to do their 
part in all of this.  This is astounding and there are 
many implications of this I cannot go into now. . . 

 
● Application: 

 
○ In this chapter we find a profound teaching on what God is 

doing today in our lives.  Little of that do we really 
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understand -- unless it is revealed in God’s word as it is here 
in these verses.  What is written must be taken to heart and 
understood by word of truth with the benefit of the Spirit’s 
teaching.  Otherwise we will be totally in the dark as are so 
many believers today.  Of course all unbelievers are in the 
dark regarding all spiritual matters.  That goes without 
saying. 

 
○ But what a blessing it is to know and understand what is 

written.  We have such hope in God as a result. 
 

○ We may rest in this truth through which we have been so 
wonderfully blessed.  Amen.  

 
● Part 1: The Gospel:  Its Preaching and Effect  - They were saved by 

believing it!! 
● Part 2: The Gospel:  Its Character and Distinctiveness - Revealed finally 

by God and knowable no other way. 
 
III. The Gospel:  Its Empowering 

 
[READ   ] 1 Cor. 2:9-11 
9 But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have 
entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared 
for them that love him. 
10 But God hath revealed [them] unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit 
searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God. 
11 For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of man 
which is in him? even so the things of God knoweth no man, but the 
Spirit of God. 
 

● V 9 The impossibility of natural man (whether by eye or ear or 
through the mind or heart) receiving the truths of God is boldly 
proclaimed here.  Paul is quite serious here, of course -- it is 
impossible for the natural man to know spiritual truth.  Many read 
and study the Bible for their own personal reasons that are not 
saved and do not have the Spirit of God to teach them.  They 
remain totally ignorant and dead in their sins. 
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● V 10 It takes the Spirit of God to reveal this truth -- there is not any 
other way. 

 
● V 11 As Paul writes so often, God’s work under grace is much 

about our knowing and our understanding who he is and what he is 
doing under grace and how different that is from what he was doing 
in other dispensational contexts.  There are many similarities but 
the differences are very important. 
 

● Praise God for the work of the Spirit in us to remove the blindness 
and give us light and truth in place of an otherwise dark spirit and 
soul.  Praise God for the hope these scriptures give us.  Amen. 
 

● Part 1: The Gospel:  Its Preaching and Effect  - They were saved by 
believing it!! 

● Part 2: The Gospel:  Its Character and Distinctiveness - Revealed finally 
by God and knowable no other way. 

● Part 3: The Gospel:  Its Empowering - It was the power of God working in 
them. 

 
IV. The Gospel:  Its Statement and Reception 

 
[READ   ] 1 Cor. 2:12-14 
12 Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit 
which is of God; that we might know the things that are freely given 
to us of God. 
13 Which things also we speak, not in the words which man's wisdom 
teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual things 
with spiritual. 
14 But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for 
they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know [them], because they 
are spiritually discerned. 

 
● Praise the Lord, Paul here again repeats himself about the “natural 

man” vs the “spiritual”.  The unsaved man cannot know the things 
of God.  Even the saved man cannot - apart from the work of the 
Holy Spirit in us through the written Word of God “completed” by 
Paul. 
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● I love verse 12 (and what an incredibly powerful statement this is): 
“ we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of 
God; that we might know the things that are freely given to us of God.”  

 
● Both the fact and the goal is stated here so simply.  “That we might 

know”.  And yet so many do not know because they have not yet 
grasped on to the full meaning of grace as Paul teaches it.  Isn’t 
this where much of the contention is between believers and the 
world.  We know and are assured that God has “freely” given us all 
things needed.  This is the essence of his grace, to freely give 
based on the finished work of our Lord Jesus, his shed blood, and 
his glorious resurrection.  Amen. 

 
● Verse 13 gets to the heart of the doctrine of inspiration, as well. 

The words God gives (or has given for the book is now complete) 
are the key.  They are spiritual words.  To ignore them or to cancel 
them out with “other words” that are not “spiritual” as Paul reveals 
it here, is to refuse the blessings God offers to us believers today. 
The consequence of that should be clear. 

 
● Part 1: The Gospel:  Its Preaching and Effect  - They were saved by 

believing it!! 
● Part 2: The Gospel:  Its Character and Distinctiveness - Revealed finally 

by God and knowable no other way. 
● Part 3: The Gospel:  Its Empowering - It was the power of God working in 

them. 
● Part 4: The Gospel:  Its Statement and Reception - Given by God in 

“spiritual words”, when received is the free gift that changes everything! 
 

Phil. 2:16  Holding forth the word of life; that I may rejoice in the day of Christ, 
that I have not run in vain, neither laboured in vain. 

 
● Take note well that the apostle here says the words are so important! 

Don’t ever forget the words of life! 
 
Final Conclusions and an Exhortation: 
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