
“Two Gospel Preachings - The Dispensational Division” 

Review:  Last time we looked at "The Power and Place of the Word of God - Grace 
Reigns” 

● For the sake of a quick review, in our last fellowship our emphasis was on 
Grace reigning today under the Dispensation or the administration of the 
Grace of God.  Before Grace, the word was prophetic looking forward to 
Messiah and the coming Kingdom fulfilling Israel’s many promises and in 
accord with their covenants 

○ When we look carefully at the scripture record, we see that the 
traditional division of before the cross or after the Cross is not the 
proper dividing line.  For the early Acts preaching proves that all  of 
God working was still in light of the coming Kingdom. 

○ As the history of the Acts develops we see clearly that the key 
distinction between the Kingdom preaching and the preaching of 
grace is the distinction between “Under the Law” and “Not Under the 
Law but Under Grace”.  There are are also other critical distinctions 
as well such as different apostles or ministers sent by God (Paul vs. 
the Twelve, for example) and the very different and distinctive 
messages that they preached. 

● Today I want to summarize our teachings on these distinctives between 
Law and Grace by focusing on the question: “What is God doing today, 
under grace” versus “What God was doing or will yet do in reference to the 
promised Kingdom”.  I hope and pray that any confusions that have 
persisted in your minds will be addressed as we consider the 
Dispensational Context of these separate and distinctive messages.  
Rightly Dividing the Word of Truth is absolutely critical or we will surely 
not have the truth but only confusion and lies, ultimately Satan’s 
deceptions.  Those, by the way, are running rampant in the world and in the 
churches today with New Age so-called spirituality and the Emergent 
Church.   

Our Title: “Two Gospel Preachings - The Critical Dispensational Division” 

I. Two Gospel Preachings - The Grace of God and Its Distinctive Gospel 

○ The contrasts between the Kingdom preaching and the preaching 
appropriate for Grace are many and profound: 



■ The language used gives us the most important pointer to the 
greatest contrast: “grace + faith” vs. “law + works”.  We see 
that so clearly in the relevant scriptures, first regarding the 
dispensation itself, the working of God in his people today, 
then regarding the gospel of grace, and then the spiritual work 
of warfare against God’s enemies: 

● The Dispensation of the Grace of God: 
2 Cor. 9:8 And God [is] able to make all grace abound 
toward you; that ye, always having all sufficiency in all 
[things], may abound to every good work: 

Rom. 6:14-15 (see also Rom. 3:19 and 11:5-6) 
14 For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not 
under the law, but under grace. 
15 What then? shall we sin, because we are not under the 
law, but under grace? God forbid. 

Gal. 5:18  But if ye be led of the Spirit, ye are not under the 
law. [See also 5:23 and many other scriptures such as 
Gal. 3:10; 1 Cor. 9:20-21; Gal. 4:4-5, 21]. 

● The Gospel of the Grace of God: 

Eph. 2:8-9 
8 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of 
yourselves: [it is] the gift of God: 
9 Not of works, lest any man should boast. 

Rom. 11:6 And if by grace, then [is it] no more of works: 
otherwise grace is no more grace. But if [it be] of works, 
then is it no more grace: otherwise work is no more work. 

1 Cor. 15:4-8 
4 And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third 
day according to the scriptures: 
5 And that he was seen of Cephas, then of the twelve: 
6 After that, he was seen of above five hundred brethren 
at once; of whom the greater part remain unto this 
present, but some are fallen asleep. 
7 After that, he was seen of James; then of all the 
apostles. 
8 And last of all he was seen of me also, as of one born 
out of due time. 
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○ Dispensational contrasts necessitate distinctions 
in the appropriate gospels preached as well.  For 
entry into the blessings of the dispensational 
program of God requires the faith through the 
appropriate gospel or good news that is 
preached. 

Rom 1:16  For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: 
for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one 
that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek. 

○ 1 Cor. 15:1-4 summarizes “the content” of that 
gospel for today, and all is based on the finished 
work of Christ and that is its focus - “Christ died 
for our sins”.  We must look back to that as a 
completely finished work.  All the benefits if that 
finished work have not yet been provided and will 
not be until we reach heaven’s glory, but the 
benefits regarding our sin and sins has been 
largely provided and we must look back to it as 
an established fact or we will be profoundly 
confused about the work of God today under 
grace. 

● Finally, our spiritual warfare under grace is also 
distinctive as we have seen.  The finished work of Christ 
is central to that warfare as noted in Eph. chapter 6.: 

Eph. 6:10-13 
10 Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the 
power of his might. 
11 Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to 
stand against the wiles of the devil. 
12 For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against 
principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the 
darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high 
[places]. 
13 Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that 
ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done 
all, to stand. 

○ It begins with the exhortation regarding the 
“truth” and after listing several defensive pieces 
of the full “armament of God”, it ends with the 
exhortation regarding the Word of God as the 
SWORD OF THE SPIRIT. 
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○ Christ’s imputed righteousness is foundational 
and must be reckoned upon or the attacks of the 
enemy cannot be defeated 

○ The word (utterance) of God is the sword of the 
Spirit 

● We must not forget that Satan’s greatest tool in this 
spiritual warfare against God and his saints is false 
doctrine: 

[READ   ] 1 Tim. 4:1  Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, 
that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, 
giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils. 

○ So, to summarize, we must conclude that the working of God’s 
unlimited grace in the Dispensation of the Grace of God determines 
the character of the Gospel itself appropriate for this dispensation 
(stating the terms and conditions for entry into the dispensation) and 
the appropriate spiritual warfare.  Grace reigns indeed in all and 
every way today.   

● But then the preaching of the Kingdom is so different and we have seen 
something of that already in our mini-series on the power of God through 
his Word, haven’t we? 

○ As we have seen, the preaching of grace is very much in contrast 
with the preaching of the kingdom even though the Lord Jesus is the 
central focus in each.  For in the preaching of the Kingdom, all looks 
forward to the work of Christ as Prophet / Priest / King according to 
Prophecy and not to our completed salvation through the shed 
blood, death and resurrection of our precious Savior the Lord Jesus 
Christ.  SALVATION IS TO BE A FUTURE BENEFIT OF OUR FAITH 
PLUS OUR WORKS TO BE DELIVERED AT THE SECOND COMING 
OF MESSIAH AND THE ESTABLISHING OF THE KINGDOM WHICH 
WOULD BE OUR HOPE, OUR EARTHLY HOPE — IF WE WERE 
KINGDOM SAINTS.  BUT SAINTS UNDER THE GRACE MESSAGE 
ALREADY POSSESS THE IMPUTED RIGHTEOUSNESS OF CHRIST 
AND HIS SPIRITUAL SALVATION.   

○ Now I would like us to look at some details of this that we have not 
considered before.  To do that we need to examine the Kingdom 
DISPENSATIONALLY itself from several perspectives: 

	 �4



II. Two Gospel Preachings - The 1000 Year Millennial Kingdom and Its Nature 

○ The coming Kingdom, an overview (many scriptures could be 
referenced, if only we had the time) 

■ Its purpose in the plan of God: 

● For Israel - to fulfill God’s promises and covenants that 
require an earthly kingdom where righteousness reigns 

● For the Gentiles - previously “without God and without 
hope” and “strangers from the covenants and 
promises): God always intended for Israel to evangelize 
the world but they did not and could not due to their 
rebellion and sin. 

● For Christ Himself - to in God’s timing “to draw all men 
unto himself”: For he was and is indeed “the Lamb of 
God that taketh away the sin of the world”. 

■ Three phases to the preaching of the Kingdom Dispension: 

● Its promise - Through Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Moses, 
David and the prophets: First to Abraham were the land 
promises given and the promise of the seed (remember 
Gen. 3:15?) 

● Its proclamation - Through Christ and his disciples: In 
his earthly ministry the Kingdom was preached as “at 
hand” and “near”, if only Israel would receive him as 
King and Lord. - but they would not.  Some did (the elect 
remnant) but the majority never did. 

● Its postponement due to Israel’s rejection of their 
Messiah and His Kingdom - Acts 2, 3, Stephen’s 
stoning: This postponement ushered in Saul’s 
conversion and through him the Dispensation of the 
Grace of God.  Amen and praise the Lord for God’s 
abundant grace as revealed to and through Paul, what 
had been previously kept secret had now been revealed 
to his saints saved by grace through faith alone! 

■ Kingdom details (as found in many Old and New Testament 
scriptures) 

● The Kingdom on earth will be established by Christ at 
his second coming with reigning with David and the 
apostles (theocratic and universal - from Jerusalem) 
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ruling mankind with “an iron hand” and requiring 
obedience to the Millennial Law.  By force 
righteousness will be established for a thousand years 
(see 2 Sam. 7).  Is length will be literally 1000 years:  

[READ   ] Rev. 20:4  And I saw thrones, and they sat upon 
them, and judgment was given unto them: and [I saw] the 
souls of them that were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, 
and for the word of God, and which had not worshipped the 
beast, neither his image, neither had received [his] mark 
upon their foreheads, or in their hands; and they lived and 
reigned with Christ a thousand years. 

● The curse on the earth and on mankind will be removed 
with accompanying universal healing for all those 
entering and the lifespan of mankind again approaching 
1000 years as at the beginning of the creation (see Is. 11 
& 65 and many more). 

■ Satan will be bound with his demons in 
“the bottomless pit” until near the end of 
the 1000 years when they will be released 
for the final Satanic attack on the rule of 
God (terminating in the Battle of 
Armageddon) - Rev. 20 

■ The Holy Spirit will be upon the true 
believers enabling an obedience to the Law 
of the King unheard of in earlier times (but 
foreshadowed in the early chapters of the 
Acts).  Ez. 36 & 37 provides the detailed 
revelation of this: 

[READ   ] Ez. 36:24-28 
Ez. 36:22-36 
22 Therefore say unto the house of Israel, Thus 
saith the Lord GOD; I do not [this] for your sakes, 
O house of Israel, but for mine holy name's sake, 
which ye have profaned among the heathen, 
whither ye went. 
23 And I will sanctify my great name, which was 
profaned among the heathen, which ye have 
profaned in the midst of them; and the heathen 
shall know that I [am] the LORD, saith the Lord 
GOD, when I shall be sanctified in you before their 
eyes. 
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24 For I will take you from among the heathen, 
and gather you out of all countries, and will 
bring you into your own land. 
25 Then will I sprinkle clean water upon you, 
and ye shall be clean: from all your filthiness, 
and from all your idols, will I cleanse you. 
26 A new heart also will I give you, and a new 
spirit will I put within you: and I will take away 
the stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give 
you an heart of flesh. 
27 And I will put my spirit within you, and 
cause you to walk in my statutes, and ye shall 
keep my judgments, and do [them]. 
28 And ye shall dwell in the land that I gave to 
your fathers; and ye shall be my people, and I 
will be your God. 
29 I will also save you from all your 
uncleannesses: and I will call for the corn, and will 
increase it, and lay no famine upon you. 
30 And I will multiply the fruit of the tree, and the 
increase of the field, that ye shall receive no more 
reproach of famine among the heathen. 
31 Then shall ye remember your own evil ways, 
and your doings that [were] not good, and shall 
lothe yourselves in your own sight for your 
iniquities and for your abominations. 
32 Not for your sakes do I [this], saith the Lord 
GOD, be it known unto you: be ashamed and 
confounded for your own ways, O house of Israel. 
33 Thus saith the Lord GOD; In the day that I shall 
have cleansed you from all your iniquities I will also 
cause [you] to dwell in the cities, and the wastes 
shall be builded. 
34 And the desolate land shall be tilled, whereas it 
lay desolate in the sight of all that passed by. 
35 And they shall say, This land that was desolate 
is become like the garden of Eden; and the waste 
and desolate and ruined cities [are become] 
fenced, [and] are inhabited. 
36 Then the heathen that are left round about you 
shall know that I the LORD build the ruined 
[places, and] plant that that was desolate: I the 
LORD have spoken [it], and I will do [it]. 
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● For the fulfillment of Israel’s covenant promises for land 
and liberty and blessings on this earth by necessity (see 
Gen. 12 & 15 and the many renewals of this promise to 
Isaac, Jacob, Moses, David and the prophets). 

● The population (at the beginning of the Kingdom) - 
glorified saints and believers from the Tribulation in 
natural bodies still:  The unrighteous (unsaved) will be 
removed from the earth before the Kingdom is 
established (see the parable of the 10 Virgins, etc.) 

● Worship centered in Jerusalem and sacrificial system 
restored - Tabernacles reinstated 

■ This will be the work of God in the Kingdom.  The gospel of 
the Kingdom must necessarily support that in its content, just 
like the gospel of the grace of God supports the working of 
God in the Dispensation of the Grace of God.  We shall see 
that it does. 

III. Two Gospel Preachings - The Gospel of the Kingdom as Preached by Christ 
& the Twelve 

○ The preaching of the Kingdom in its essence is the announcement 
that the Kingdom of Christ on earth is “at hand” or “near”: 

■ It provides the requirements for entry into the coming 
Kingdom, just like the gospel of grace does for today: 

● As preached through Christ: 

Mk. 1:14-15 
14 Now after that John was put in prison, Jesus came 
into Galilee, preaching the gospel of the kingdom of 
God, 
15 And saying, The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of 
God is at hand: repent ye, and believe the gospel.  

Matt. 4:17, 23  From that time Jesus began to preach, and 
to say, Repent: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. . . 
And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their 
synagogues, and preaching the gospel of the kingdom, 
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and healing all manner of sickness and all manner of 
disease among the people. 

Matt. 9:35  And Jesus went about all the cities and villages, 
teaching in their synagogues, and preaching the gospel of 
the kingdom, and healing every sickness and every 
disease among the people. 

Matt. 24:14  And this gospel of the kingdom shall be 
preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations; 
and then shall the end come. 

● As preached through the 12 apostles - before the cross: 

[READ   ] Matt. 10:5-8 
5 These twelve Jesus sent forth, and commanded them, 
saying, Go not into the way of the Gentiles, and into 
[any] city of the Samaritans enter ye not: 
6 But go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. 
7 And as ye go, preach, saying, The kingdom of heaven 
is at hand. 
8 Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast 
out devils: freely ye have received, freely give. 

● As preached through the apostles - after the cross: 

Acts 1:4-8 
4 And, being assembled together with [them], commanded 
them that they should not depart from Jerusalem, but wait for 
the promise of the Father, which, [saith he], ye have heard of 
me. 
5 For John truly baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized 
with the Holy Ghost not many days hence. 
6 When they therefore were come together, they asked 
of him, saying, Lord, wilt thou at this time restore again 
the kingdom to Israel? 
7 And he said unto them, It is not for you to know the 
times or the seasons, which the Father hath put in his 
own power. 
8 But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is 
come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both 
in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and 
unto the uttermost part of the earth. 

Mk. 16:15-20 
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15 And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and 
preach the gospel to every creature. 
16 He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he 
that believeth not shall be damned. 
17 And these signs shall follow them that believe; In my 
name shall they cast out devils; they shall speak with new 
tongues; 
18 They shall take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly 
thing, it shall not hurt them; they shall lay hands on the sick, 
and they shall recover. 
19 So then after the Lord had spoken unto them, he was 
received up into heaven, and sat on the right hand of God. 
20 And they went forth, and preached every where, the Lord 
working with [them], and confirming the word with signs 
following. Amen. 

■ The preaching of the Earthly Kingdom in its content: 

● The Kingdom of Heaven / God is “at hand” - it was being 
“announced” in the preaching of the gospel of the 
kingdom. 

● Repentance was the proper response to that kingdom 
message and enduring “to the end” was a requirement.  
The law must be kept. 

● Signs and wonders of healings, etc. were authenticating 
for this gospel of the kingdom being at hand or “just 
around the corner” 

Acts 4:27-30 [Miracles in his name] 
27 For of a truth against thy holy child Jesus, whom 
thou hast anointed, both Herod, and Pontius Pilate, 
with the Gentiles, and the people of Israel, were 
gathered together, 
28 For to do whatsoever thy hand and thy counsel 
determined before to be done. 
29 And now, Lord, behold their threatenings: and 
grant unto thy servants, that with all boldness they 
may speak thy word, 
30 By stretching forth thine hand to heal; and that 
signs and wonders may be done by the name of thy 
holy child Jesus. 

● There is no explanation of what this kingdom is here 
because everyone already knew much about it from the 
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Old Testament accounts in Moses, in the Psalms and in 
the Prophets!  It had been promised to Israel from 
Abraham and then David onwards as we have seen.  It 
involved liberty, land, a king (Israel’s anointed one or 
“messiah”) 

● What was the nature of the REPENTANCE required for 
entry into this kingdom, we should new ask? 

Conclusions and Exhortation: 

● There are so many differences here in these preachings.  It is the same 
Lord Jesus that is at the center of the different messages, but the work of 
God during those different dispensational workings of God are entirely 
different. 

● I hope that is now clear.  The false teachers pervert these critical 
distinctions and willingly lead many into slavery to sin and Satan in the 
process.  Take note and discern the spirits for they are evil and at work all 
around us every day.  They preach a different gospel and are promoting a 
different dispensation altogether, taking God’s word out of context and 
providing an open door for Satan to deceive God’s people and the world 
using even miracles and signs which are in this case demonically 
energized. 

● But praise God for the simplicity which is in Christ Jesus and set your 
minds on things above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God.  
Set your affections on things above and not on this earth, for your life is 
hid with Christ in God. “ Amen and amen. 

● And let us never forget the critical distinctions we have learned between 
Grace and the Kingdom: 

Grace Kingdom Comments

The preaching of the good 
news concerning the grace 
of God

The preaching of the good 
news concerning the 
Kingdom of the Heavens 
(the Millennial Kingdom) 
with signs and miracles 
accompanying this 
preaching

Note:  There are no 
accompanying signs and 
miracles (the “signs and 
lying wonders”of 2 
Thesss. 2:9) associated 
with the preaching of 
grace.  The false teachers 
abound in their denial of 
this basic principle.
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● Turning away from the word of grace during this dispensation of the grace 
of God will always lead to spiritual failure.  That is where the churches are 
increasingly today as they turn to a new kind of liberalism which is hardly 
different at all from the social gospel of years past. 

● Paul’s prayer at the end of Ephesians is telling.  To pray for him that he 
might with boldness proclaim the “mystery of the gospel”.  Amen. 

The believer is 
encouraged to receive the 
abundance of grace and to 
bear the fruit of the Spirit 
in the realm of newness of 
life.

The believer is 
encouraged to keep the 
entire law (as enhanced 
and intensified 
appropriately for the 
Kingdom ministry) and 
manifest good works 
accordingly.

Note: The fruit of the 
Spirit is not to be equated 
with the Kingdom notion 
of good works.  The fruit 
many manifest itself in 
good works, but that is not 
the only way the spiritual 
gifts believer’s possess 
today may be used.

The believer is 
encouraged to reckon on 
the completed work of 
Christ for our sins and our 
identification with him in 
his death, burial, and 
resurrection.

The believer must endure 
to the end to be saved 
whatever the challenges, 
even if persecution to the 
death and martyrdom 
seem near.

Note: Under the preaching 
of the kingdom, the 
believer is to look forward 
to the blessing, under 
grace we look by faith to 
their present reality.

Salvation is a free gift and 
a current possession of all 
believers.

Salvation is to be gained 
by enduring to the end and 
is not a current possession 
by the believer.

Note: Assurance of 
salvation is not possible 
under the preaching of the 
Kingdom as it is today 
under grace.

Resting in the sufficiency 
of God’s grace is the 
essence of Christian living 
today.

Resting in the reality of 
God’s presence as proven 
by his miraculous working 
is the essence of living 
under the kingdom rule.

Note: Victory in spiritual 
warfare today is entirely 
based on resting in the 
sufficiency of God’s 
grace; under the kingdom 
rule faith plus miraculous 
signs provide the victory.

Grace Kingdom Comments
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