
 

The Long War Against God: 
“The Preaching of the Kingdom of God by Paul - Part 4” 

 
 
Introduction: 
 
Paul’s distinctive revelation is written to the members of the Body of Christ and 
is all about Christian living.  This is all about what God is doing today, under 
grace, what therefore the kingdom of God is today.  For the Kingdom of God is 
all about what God the creator, savior, and redeemer is doing now, today.  And 
today grace reigns according to the great letter to the Romans: 
 
Rom. 5:20-21 
20 Moreover the law entered, that the offence might abound. But where sin abounded, 
grace did much more abound: 
21 That as sin hath reigned unto death, even so might grace reign through 
righteousness unto eternal life by Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
The apostle Paul often writes about the life we have as believers which he calls 
in Romans “newness of life” (Rom. 6:4).  This is not merely a different way of 
writing about law keeping by adding the Holy Spirit as so many 
anti-dispensational writers are teaching.  Paul often does however bring in the 
law when writing about this subject.  But he usually writes of it “negatively” and 
never presents it as our “solution” to sin or ungodliness.  In fact he points out 
that “love fulfills” the law and that against love and the other aspects of the fruit 
that the Holy Spirit brings forth in our Christian lives there is never a legal 
prohibition!  
 
Through his teachings, taken in their various contexts in his letters, we may 
understand that his writings on the subject of the Christian life under grace are 
not merely restatements of the law in a “post-Cross” or “new testament” sense, 
but rather that Paul’s teachings show how the flesh which we still possess as 
believers today, a nature of sin still dwelling within each of us, is the source of 
so much evil in the lives of believers.   And, on the other side, the Spirit which 
every believer possesses is equally the key to the new life we are enabled to 
enjoy as believers.  We will further look into these teachings today. 
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Review: 
 

● If you have been with us here in our fellowship recently, you will 
remember that we looked specifically at the teaching concerning 
LIBERTY IN CHRIST JESUS as Paul wrote of it it the great letter to the 
Romans, chapter 6.  We saw there much teaching on the Christian life and 
how to live life to the fullest, under grace, and NOT UNDER THE 
BONDAGE OF A LEGAL SYSTEM, WHETHER MOSAIC OR OTHERWISE. 
Rom. 5-8, 12, 13 etc.  

 
● You will remember, if you were with us in our last fellowship, how Paul 

unveils this powerful teaching in that chapter.  His main focus there was 
on the contrast there was between law requirements (with their inevitable 
bondage to the sin nature and its weakness), on the one hand, and the 
abundance of grace, on the other, with its accompanying liberty 

 
○ Paul begins here with this great question, “Shall we continue in 

sin?”, verse 1. 
 

○ Then, in verses 3 - 7 we see our identification with Christ in his 
death, burial and resurrection which provides the key to our 
blessings under God’s administration of his grace. 

 
○ In verses 8 - 10, we see the basis for our hope in a new quality of 

life, his resurrection life, and with our participation in that. 
 

○ Verses 11 - 14 provide the revelation of the dynamic of living under 
grace with the KNOW - RECKON - YIELD summary statement of 
that.  And even though it is so clearly stated here, so many 
nevertheless teach that Paul’s view of the Christian life is 
inadequate and that more “techniques” for living are needed. 
These so often are powerless and merely religious practices that 
harm rather than help the believer enjoy all that the Lord has 
provided under grace.  They are teaching this at their peril though 
many, many will follow them like lemmings running towards the 
spiritual cliffs that surround their teachings. 

 
● Because we are not under the law, we are free -- and the profound 

consequence of this is that the bondage of sin has been broken. 
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However, the sin nature remains in us and if we place ourselves back 
under the law, the sin nature responds in power and our eventual defeat 
according to Romans 7.  

 
● Again, and let me repeat this, Paul’s teachings about God’s rule under 

grace are not merely a rehashing or restating of the Mosaic and Kingdom 
legal teachings.  That is a great error being propagated by so many.  The 
critically essential teachings Paul gives in his letters is totally distinctive 
and not merely a matter of a different style or emphasis in comparison 
with the other apostles and their writings.  It is a different teaching 
altogether because the work of God today under grace is NOT THE SAME 
AS the working of God under law.  To confuse the two leads to bondage 
and purely religious works.  That is NOT the essence of God’s working 
under grace today. 

 
● Paul often uses a great analogy in explaining this working of God under 

grace, the putting on a garment: 
 

○ Gal. 3:27  For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ 
have put on Christ. [See also Eph. 6:11 and other references to 
“putting on” what Christ has already accomplished for us sinners 
saved by grace.  Of course, as we have seen, this was 
accomplished when we first believed and were therefore saved.] 

 
○ Compare with another gracious exhortation: 

 
Rom. 13:8-14 
8 Owe no man any thing, but to love one another: for he that loveth 
another hath fulfilled the law. 
9 For this, Thou shalt not commit adultery, Thou shalt not kill, Thou shalt 
not steal, Thou shalt not bear false witness, Thou shalt not covet; and if 
[there be] any other commandment, it is briefly comprehended in this 
saying, namely, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. 
10 Love worketh no ill to his neighbour: therefore love [is] the fulfilling of 
the law. 
11 And that, knowing the time, that now [it is] high time to awake out of 
sleep: for now [is] our salvation nearer than when we believed. 
12 The night is far spent, the day is at hand: let us therefore cast off the 
works of darkness, and let us put on the armour of light. 
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13 Let us walk honestly, as in the day; not in rioting and drunkenness, 
not in chambering and wantonness, not in strife and envying. 
14 But put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provision for 
the flesh, to [fulfil] the lusts [thereof]. 

 
● So what we have seen is that the essence of law and legal promises and 

covenants is that obedience brings blessings and disobedience bring the 
opposite, the judgment of Almighty God.  Grace, on the other hand, is 
very different.  In some ways it is the exact opposite, providing freely the 
blessings promised but then expecting fruitfulness based on those 
gracious provisions.  Grasping this critical difference is so important. 
 

● When we take by faith what has already been accomplished for us, by 
faith “putting in on”, our lives are transformed.  This is the practical 
working out in our daily lives of the KNOW - RECKON - YIELD exhortation 
of Romans 6.  

 
● In our last lesson we looked at what stands written in Exodus and in 

Deuteronomy regarding the Law and its many inescapable demands. 
This is summarized for us in the Pauline letters (for example, Galatians), 
the essence of the Law is restated so clearly: 

 
○ Gal. 3:10  For as many as are of the works of the law are under the 

curse: for it is written, Cursed [is] every one that continueth not in all 
things which are written in the book of the law to do them. 

 
● We could look at a number of other examples.  But it should be 

transparently clear that the essence of Law is that all commandments 
MUST BE KEPT or the Law has been broken and the judgment must be 
delivered.  Only the mercies of God will prevent that. 

 
[Questions / comments?] 
 

● Today I would like to hopefully finish up our study in Paul’s writings 
regarding now what we also read of last time in Galatians chapter 5. 
There Paul mentions the Holy Spirit of God in contrast to what the Law 
could provide.  That will be our central focus today, the Holy Spirit’s 
dynamic enabling of our lives under grace in contrast to what the Law 
could provide which is only condemnation and death. 
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● Our outline today: 

 
○ Life Under Grace is NOT Limited or Enhanced by Law (Gal. 5:1-6) 
○ Life Under Grace is Empowered by the Spirit of God (Gal. 5:5) 
○ Life Under Grace is Available Today! (Gal. 5:16-23) 

 
I. Life Under Grace is NOT Limited or Enhanced by Law (Gal. 5:1-6): 

 
● [READ   ] Gal. 5:1-6 

1 Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us 
free, and be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage. 
2 Behold, I Paul say unto you, that if ye be circumcised, Christ shall 
profit you nothing. 
3 For I testify again to every man that is circumcised, that he is a 
debtor to do the whole law. 
4 Christ is become of no effect unto you, whosoever of you are 
justified by the law; ye are fallen from grace. 
5 For we through the Spirit wait for the hope of righteousness by 
faith. 
6 For in Jesus Christ neither circumcision availeth anything, nor 
uncircumcision; but faith which worketh by love. [See also  
Gal. 3:10ff and Col. 2:13-23] 
 

● The ceremonial law is clearly in view here and not the Ten 
Commandments.  But that does not mean that the exhortation here 
applies only to the ceremonial law as Paul makes so clear in 
Romans chapter 7. 

 
● Note that liberty (verse 1) is the keynote of this gracious 

exhortation, not bondage to the Law.  The contrast with that 
bondage is stated in verses 2-4 in terms of the “debt” or 
“obligation” which the Law imposes on all that are subject to its 
demands. 

 
● That there is no benefit to submission to the Law is also stated in 

verse 4 but just the opposite, the blessing of the grace through 
Jesus Christ and his completed sacrifice for our sins is in effect 
cancelled out for believers submitting to the Law. 
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● But in contrast, those who abide in Christ’s grace may rest in it 

“waiting” for the righteousness that Christ has delivered to us 
freely to be matched by his precious fruit in us.  Take note also that 
in verse 6 it is restated (so there can be no confusion at all) that the 
works of the Law (circumcision here selected from the list of 
Mosaic requirements) “do not even count at all”.  What does make 
a difference however is “faith which worketh by love”!  Amen. 

 
● So the exhortation to us is clear: we must cast off the burdens of 

the Law and enjoy God’s grace, for today Grace Rules! 
 

II. Life Under Grace is Empowered by the Spirit of God (Gal. 5:5): 
 

● Gal. 5:5  For we through the Spirit wait for the hope of righteousness by 
faith. 
 

● This is a most glorious and encouraging truth of how God is 
working today in his people, the church.  It is “through the Spirit”, a 
clear reference to the Holy Spirit of God which we all possess as 
members of His Glorious Body. 

 
● All members of the Body of Christ possess the Holy Spirit as a 

constant presence as Romans chapter 8 declare (see also Eph. 1:13 
& 2 Cor. 1:22): 

 
○ [READ   ] Rom. 8:9-11 

9 But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of 
God dwell in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is 
none of his. 
10 And if Christ [be] in you, the body [is] dead because of sin; but the 
Spirit [is] life because of righteousness. 
11 But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in 
you, he that raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken your 
mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you. 

 
● The powerful “dynamic” of living under grace AS OPPOSED TO 

LAW is based on the presence and work of the Holy Spirit in each 
believer.  The challenge for today then is how to access that power 
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in our lives.  That is the subject of our concluding teaching today, 
found also here in Galatians chapter 5. 

 
[Your Comments / Questions?] 
 

III. Life Under Grace is Available Today! (Gal. 5:16-26) 
 

● [READ   ] Gal. 5:16-26 
16 [This] I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust 
of the flesh. 
17 For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: 
and these are contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the 
things that ye would. 
18 But if ye be led of the Spirit, ye are not under the law. 
19 Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are [these]; Adultery, 
fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness, 
20 Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, 
seditions, heresies, 
21 Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like: of the 
which I tell you before, as I have also told [you] in time past, that they 
which do [or practice] such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God. 
22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, 
goodness, faith, 
23 Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law. 
24 And they that are Christ's have crucified the flesh with the affections 
and lusts. 
25 If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. 
26 Let us not be desirous of vain glory, provoking one another, envying 
one another. 

 
● Verse 16:  We find here an exhortation to “walk appropriately” and 

its consequence.  But the correct interpretation of this verse is that 
it includes and implied IF - THEN relationship that assumes a 
condition being fulfilled -- that we are walking by the Spirit.  This is 
a profound statement (and it is a promise) and its truth is at the 
heart of the Christian life of the believer under grace. 

 
● Verses 17: This verse is the explanation (see the word “for” at the 

beginning) of verse 16.  In that case (and in that case alone) as 

7 



 

verse 16 indicates, the Holy Spirit defeats the power of the flesh 
providing liberty and the opportunity to bring forth the fruit of the 
Spirit.  Otherwise, the flesh dominates and its works, often quite 
religious in nature, are the result.   Those works are never pleasing 
to God.  Never! 

 
● Verse 18: This is the condition of man: There is a great contrast 

between the life of the Spirit and the life under the law (remember 
Romans chapter 7).  The two are fundamentally different. 

 
● Verses 19-21: The works of the flesh are here enumerated (in part, 

as they cannot be listed in full, of course).  These works are 
inevitable if one is not walking by the Spirit. 

 
● Verse 22-23a: The greatest contrast to evil works is the fruit of the 

Spirit.  Many “segments” are listed.  Isn’t this glorious? 
 

● Verse 23b:  This is a profound statement regarding the law - our life 
in the Spirit is so different from what the law is able to produce that 
the two do not even relate!  “Against such there is no law!” THIS IS 
SO GLORIOUS.  WILL WE REST IN THIS LIFE CHANGING TRUTH? 
WILL WE? 

 
● Verses 24-26: The essence of the abundant Christian life is 

powerfully outlined here.  May we always take these words to heart. 
We have here also in this culminating statement the addition of the 
gracious teaching regarding our identification with Christ in his 
death AND resurrection (verses 24 & 25).  Amen.  

 
Some summary comments: 
 

● The liberty we have in Christ Jesus is wonderful indeed!  We are 
not  under law but under grace. 

 
● Therefore we need not be concerned about keeping the many 

aspects of Moses law or any other law.  That law has been 
“fulfilled” and no law can possibly prohibit true love.  And, against 
the fruit of the Spirit there is no law! 
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● If we will “walk by the Spirit” we will see our sinful flesh subdued 
by the Spirit as he carries on that battle that otherwise would surely 
leave us spiritually broken and in defeat.  But when he is fighting 
against the flesh (instead of grieving within us as we continue in 
bondage to the flesh and its sin) we are set free in our spirits to 
enjoy him and his fruit.  What a blessing that is! 

 
Let grace reign!  Rom. 5:17  “For if by one man's offence death reigned by 
one; much more they which receive abundance of grace and of the gift of 
righteousness shall reign in life by one, Jesus Christ.)” 

 
[Your Comments?] 
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