
“The Power and Place of the Word of God -  
The Large Picture” 

Review: 

● Recently we were challenged to consider the spiritual warfare we have 
been encouraged to enter into.  Eve’s failure was highlighted by the apostle 
Paul (as was Adam’s), a failure to properly apply the spiritual tools God had 
provided to these first of mankind.  That they failed to respond to Satan 
with the Word of the living God is clear.  How different it would have been if 
Eve (and Adam) had responded differently.  But instead the subtlety of 
Satan overcame Eve and Adam followed suit in rebellion against the 
revealed Word of God.  Do not forget these words by our Apostle: 

2 Cor. 11:3  But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve 
through his subtilty, so your minds should be corrupted from the simplicity 
that is in Christ. 

Review: The Power and Place of the Word of God: The Direct Satanic Attack on 
Our Lord Jesus at the beginning of his earthly ministry 

● Satan’s Direct Attack on Our Lord Jesus - The First Attack: 

○ The Attack: Against the God-Man’s humanity: 

Matt. 4:3-4 
3 And when the tempter came to him, he said, If thou be the Son of 
God, command that these stones be made bread. 
4 But he answered and said, It is written, Man shall not live by bread 
alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God. 

○ The Test: Work a miracle at Satan's command.  This was directed 
specifically to the circumstance at hand, great hunger due to 40 days 
of fasting 

○ The Response: The specific word of God needed.  
Quote: “… Man shall not live by bread alone . . .” Deut. 8:3: 

○ The Lord (in his perfect humanity - this is where the test here was 
focused) had never experienced hunger before.  But the test was 
designed to prove that he could endure this human challenge.  The 
word of God would be his solace as it taught him the truth in 
question here that true and authentic living is above the 
circumstances of this life.  By faith we CAN endure all things. 



○ Here the word of God sustained the Lord against Satan’s challenge.  
The word of the Lord was enough.  Not bread alone but by every 
word that God has given.  Amen. 

● Satan’s Direct Attack on Our Lord Jesus - The Second Attack: 

○ The Attack: Against God’s faithfulness regarding his promises 

Matt. 4:5-7 
5 Then the devil taketh him up into the holy city, and setteth him on 
a pinnacle of the temple, 
6 And saith unto him, If thou be the Son of God, cast thyself down: 
for it is written, He shall give his angels charge concerning thee: 
and in [their] hands they shall bear thee up, lest at any time thou 
dash thy foot against a stone. 
7 Jesus said unto him, It is written again, Thou shalt not tempt the 
Lord thy God. 

○ The Test: Submit to Satan's command to prove that God's promise is 
true - "cast thyself down . . .”   

○ The Response: The specific word of God needed.  
Quote: "Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God . . .”  

○ Note that this attack was in fact quite subtle.  Satan had correctly 
quoted the scripture (Ps. 91:12-13).   Christ’s response is to select 
Ex. 17.   

○ I believe the key to understanding Christ’s response has to do with 
the testing of Israel in the wilderness and Moses’s response.  
Scripture records this in Ex. 17 but that is not the only place it is 
mentioned.  We must study to learn more by reading the rest of the 
Pentateuch.  Numbers 20:8-12 has the answer.  Moses stuck the rock 
TWICE, not once.  And worse, he had been told to speak to the rock!   
So only the word of the Lord was needed.  The “smiting” was 
figurative only!  Moses had disobeyed the Lord and there was a 
severe consequence - that he would not be allowed to enter the 
promised land! 

● Satan’s Direct Attack on Our Lord Jesus - The Third Attack: 

○ The Attack: This is the ultimate attack - Satan calls for worship by 
the Son of God and he will risk paying anything for it!  This will be 
the ultimate and therefore final test.  The test of WORSHIP!  
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Matt. 4:8-10 
8 Again, the devil taketh him up into an exceeding high mountain, 
and sheweth him all the kingdoms of the world, and the glory of 
them; 
9 And saith unto him, All these things will I give thee, if thou wilt fall 
down and worship me. 
10 Then saith Jesus unto him, Get thee hence, Satan: for it is 
written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt 
thou serve. 

The Test: Worship Satan and receive the world he rules as prince 

○ The Response: The specific word of God needed.  
Quote: "Then saith Jesus unto him, Get thee hence, Satan: for it is 
written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt 
thou serve.”  

○ The context here in Matt. 4 is so important for our understanding.  
The emphasis is on worship.  What is that?  “Worship” means 
“worth ship”, a proper reflection of the worth or true value and 
position of the worshipped person (or object).  Satan demanded to 
be #1 to the Lord Jesus, the Son of God.  But he was the subject, not 
the Lord!  This was the ultimate test, then, was it not?  Christ needed 
only to quote the first commandment to defeat him!!  

○ So again, scripture was used as the Lord’s defense.  And what a 
profound teaching from Deut. it was.  As always, we must carefully 
examine the context. 

● Application: 

○ Critical here is Christ’s absolute willingness to let the power of 
God’s word of promise and truth work.  He employed no other 
defense against Satan’s blows.  What an example this should be to 
us.  If in the greatest example of defense against spiritual attack, 
even by Satan himself was accomplished by the proper use of the 
Word of God, then our trials and testings here in this world may also 
be responded to effectively in this same manner.  Amen. 

Matt. 4:11 Then the devil leaveth him, and, behold, angels came and 
ministered unto him. [their ministry to his humanity was so needed 
due to exhaustion, incredible thirst and exceedingly great hunger] 

○ And so the Lord was victorious over Satan's greatest challenges 
here.  What a wonderful example this is for us.  The sword of the 
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Spirit is the word of God.  There is the power, even over the greatest 
of God's creation who is now his greatest enemy -- and our's too! 

Today: "The Power and Place of the Word of God - The Larger Picture 

I. The Background of Earthly Events - Heavenly Events and Spiritual 
Warfare: 

○ Now we enter into our main teaching this morning.  What we shall 
see is that a great spiritual warfare has been taking place in the 
heavens between God and his spiritual hosts and Satan and his 
fallen spirit beings.  This effects our world here as well and we shall 
consider that today.  In doing this we shall better grasp the true 
essence of spiritual warfare.  We shall see how in the last analysis it 
is through the word of the living God that victory in spiritual warfare 
may be gained -- and only through that. 

○ To begin with, let us look to the summary given in the Book of 
Revelation of the Long War Against God found in chapter 12 of the 
Revelation.  When Satan fell, he was cast down from the heavens to 
earth allowing him to begin his Long War Against God.  Before that 
the “war” was only in the heavens (see 2 Cor. 11:13-15).  What we 
shall see is that before Satan was cast down to the earthly realm the 
spiritual warfare was only fought in the heavenly realm.  After he was 
cast down is was waged on earth as well.  But the affairs on earth as 
they developed historically were influenced profoundly by what was 
happening in the heavens. 

○ Revelation chapter 12 summarized the entire period of warfare from 
beginning to end: 

[READ   ] Rev. 12:7-13 
7 And there was war in heaven: Michael and his angels fought 
against the dragon; and the dragon fought and his angels, 
8 And prevailed not; neither was their place found any more in 
heaven. 
9 And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the 
Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out 
into the earth, and his angels were cast out with him. 
10 And I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, Now is come 
salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the power 
of his Christ: for the accuser of our brethren is cast down, which 
accused them before our God day and night. 
11 And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the 
word of their testimony; and they loved not their lives unto the 
death. 
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12 Therefore rejoice, [ye] heavens, and ye that dwell in them. Woe to 
the inhabiters of the earth and of the sea! for the devil is come down 
unto you, having great wrath, because he knoweth that he hath but 
a short time. 
13 And when the dragon saw that he was cast unto the earth, he 
persecuted the woman [Israel] which brought forth the man [child]. 

○ So there was angelic war in heaven (verse 7) but as a consequence 
of the Lord's victory in that spiritual conflict Satan and his demonic 
forces were cast down into the earthly realm where the battle 
continued there.  And again, as always, as we shall see, it is only "by 
the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony" that the 
earthly war war fought, yes, to the death in many cases but also 
victoriously. 

And so the Long War now continued on the earth itself with the 
Genesis account of Satan’s temptation of Eve which we have 
already considered and will not look at again today. 

  
○ Before the Law of Moses: 

■ The man Job is set forth in the Bible as a great example of 
how a believer may live in this world by faith.  Let us consider 
him quickly.  What we shall see is that he is a model for how 
spiritual warfare may be waged, even today for us who are 
living in the dispensation of the grace of God. 

Job 1:6-12 
6 Now there was a day when the sons of God came to present 
themselves before the LORD, and Satan came also among 
them. 
7 And the LORD said unto Satan, Whence comest thou? Then 
Satan answered the LORD, and said, From going to and fro in 
the earth, and from walking up and down in it. 
8 And the LORD said unto Satan, Hast thou considered my 
servant Job, that [there is] none like him in the earth, a perfect 
and an upright man, one that feareth God, and escheweth evil? 
9 Then Satan answered the LORD, and said, Doth Job fear God 
for nought? 
10 Hast not thou made an hedge about him, and about his 
house, and about all that he hath on every side? thou hast 
blessed the work of his hands, and his substance is increased 
in the land. 
11 But put forth thine hand now, and touch all that he hath, and 
he will curse thee to thy face. 
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12 And the LORD said unto Satan, Behold, all that he hath [is] 
in thy power; only upon himself put not forth thine hand. So 
Satan went forth from the presence of the LORD . . . 

Job 2:1-7 
1 Again there was a day when the sons of God came to present 
themselves before the LORD, and Satan came also among 
them to present himself before the LORD. 
2 And the LORD said unto Satan, From whence comest thou? 
And Satan answered the LORD, and said, From going to and 
fro in the earth, and from walking up and down in it. 
3 And the LORD said unto Satan, Hast thou considered my 
servant Job, that [there is] none like him in the earth, a perfect 
and an upright man, one that feareth God, and escheweth evil? 
and still he holdeth fast his integrity, although thou movedst 
me against him, to destroy him without cause. 
4 And Satan answered the LORD, and said, Skin for skin, yea, 
all that a man hath will he give for his life. 
5 But put forth thine hand now, and touch his bone and his 
flesh, and he will curse thee to thy face. 
6 And the LORD said unto Satan, Behold, he [is] in thine hand; 
but save his life. 
7 So went Satan forth from the presence of the LORD, and 
smote Job with sore boils from the sole of his foot unto his 
crown . . . 

Job 42:10, 16-17 
10 And the LORD turned the captivity of Job, when he prayed 
for his friends: also the LORD gave Job twice as much as he 
had before. 
. . . 
16 After this lived Job an hundred and forty years, and saw his 
sons, and his sons' sons, [even] four generations. 
17 So Job died, [being] old and full of days. 

○ Some conclusions may be drawn from Job's great testimony under 
spiritual attack by Satan's forces that were arrayed all around him.  
The attacks were never direct, person to person, but Satan's world 
system was where they came from and they came fiercely and 
relentlessly and Job suffered so greatly as a result.  But it was all for 
a great and Godly purpose.  

■ What happens on the earth reflects what is happening in 
heaven.  In this case Job is tested and tried at Satan’s hand. 

■ God allows the testing knowing its outcome.  Satan does not 
know its outcome and believes his work in believers life will 
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accomplish his purpose and not God’s, but he errs.  The will 
of God is accomplished even though the believer suffers 
greatly.  But in the end the believer is blessed even more than 
before the testing.  Praise the Lord!  Everything works 
according to God’s great plan. 

■ Job’s words after the first great test are most instructive in 
understanding how Job responded to this great attack from 
the enemy: 

[READ   ] Job 1:20-22 
20 Then Job arose, and rent his mantle, and shaved his head, 
and fell down upon the ground, and worshipped, 
21 And said, Naked came I out of my mother's womb, and 
naked shall I return thither: the LORD gave, and the LORD 
hath taken away; blessed be the name of the LORD. 
22 In all this Job sinned not, nor charged God foolishly. 

■ I provide this to illustrate how spiritual warfare is 
accomplished.  God in the heavens and Satan here with his 
demons may wreck havoc in a believer’s life, but the believer 
may in the end be victorious even if he has lost everything.  
We may not have to battle Satan directly, but we do find 
ourselves in the middle of Satan’s world system with all of its 
deceptions and may be delivered from their enticing powers 
by resting in his eternal care, whatever happens to us here.  
Praise be to Almighty God and “blessed be the name of the 
Lord”!  

○ After the Law of Moses was Instituted: 

Jude 1:9  Yet Michael the archangel, when contending with the devil he 
disputed about the body of Moses, durst not bring against him a railing 
accusation, but said, The Lord rebuke thee.  

■ Note here that spiritual warfare fought here on earth within the 
domain of the Satanic world system that Satan is Prince and 
Ruler of affects even such matters as the burial of Moses's 
body!  Note that this spiritual warfare involves the Word of 
God and that Satan DOES REPOND to the simple word of the 
living God, here as delivered by the archangel Michael! 

■ And this continues even on the level of nations themselves as 
they rise and fall throughout history.  We often think human 
history unfolds as mankind determines it — but in fact there is 
much going on behind the scenes that we are never aware of: 
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[READ   ] Dan. 9:21  Yea, whiles I [was] speaking in prayer, even 
the man Gabriel, whom I had seen in the vision at the beginning, 
being caused to fly swiftly, touched me about the time of the 
evening oblation. [see also Dan. 8:16] 

[READ   ] Dan. 10:13  But the prince of the kingdom of Persia 
withstood me one and twenty days: but, lo, Michael, one of the 
chief princes, came to help me; and I remained there with the 
kings of Persia. [See also Dan. 10:21] 

[READ   ] Dan 12:1  And at that time shall Michael stand up, the 
great prince which standeth for the children of thy people: and 
there shall be a time of trouble, such as never was since there 
was a nation [even] to that same time: and at that time thy people 
shall be delivered, every one that shall be found written in the 
book. 

■ We can only imagine what warfare was going on there in 
heaven regarding these earthly affairs in the national sphere.   
The archangel Michael’s greatest work involves the nation of 
Israel and God prophetic plan for his people, the Jews.  And in 
that regard, the many trials and tribulations of God’s people 
on earth are reflected in the heavens where spiritual warfare is 
always under way, it seems. 

○ During Christ’s earthly ministry: 

[READ   ] Matt. 16:23  But he turned, and said unto Peter, Get thee 
behind me, Satan: thou art an offence unto me: for thou savourest 
not the things that be of God, but those that be of men. 

[READ   ] Luke 22:31-32 
31 And the Lord said, Simon, Simon, behold, Satan hath desired [to 
have] you, that he may sift [you] as wheat: 
32 But I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not: and when thou 
art converted, strengthen thy brethren. 

■ Note that the spiritual warfare here is person to person, Satan 
directly confronts and seeks to influence God’s people, Peter 
himself a good example.  And again, it is the word of the Lord 
that delivers Satan’s defeat. 

■ Again and again we see the same here.  But now we begin to 
see that there are dispensational changes due to what God is 
doing at the time and Satan’s response to that, but in all cases 
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it is the power of the Word of God, even when delivered by the 
apostles and other believers as seen here, that God’s work 
and will are always accomplished.  Satan opposes with 
everything he has in his arsenal, but the Lord is always 
victorious in the end. 

Conclusions and Application 

○ The word of God is powerful indeed and is in the center of God's 
working always! 

○ Satan's lies and deceptions are designed to oppose the word of God. 

○ The incarnate Son of God has come forth with redemption by his 
grace.  But the conflict continues and Satan's methods are evolved 
based on the nature of the conflict.  He is subtle and deceptive and 
often compelling.  Many believe him instead of God and live this life 
for his glory, whether they know it or not.  True spiritual warfare has 
been replaced with a pseudo spiritual warfare which is so many 
ways (all?) exalts and worships Satan himself and his system rather 
than Almighty God and our Lord Jesus Christ. 

○ Turning away from the word of grace during this dispensation of the 
grace of God will always lead to spiritual failure.  That is where the 
churches are increasingly today as they turn to a new kind of 
liberalism which is hardly different at all from the social gospel of 
years past. 

○ Paul’s prayer at the end of Ephesians is telling.  To pray for him that 
he might  with boldness proclaim the “mystery of the gospel”.  
Amen.
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