
“The Power and Place of the Word of God -  
Satan’s Temptation of Christ” 

Review: 

●  Recently we were challenged to consider the spiritual warfare we have 
been encouraged to enter into.  Eve’s failure was highlighted by the apostle 
Paul (as was Adam’s), a failure to properly apply the spiritual tools God had 
provided to these first of mankind.  That they failed to respond to Satan 
with the Word of the living God is clear.  How different it would have been if 
Eve (and Adam) had responded differently.  But instead the subtlety of 
Satan overcame Eve and Adam followed suit in rebellion against the 
revealed Word of God.  Do not forget these words by our Apostle: 

2 Cor. 11:3  But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve 
through his subtilty, so your minds should be corrupted from the simplicity 
that is in Christ. 

● Last time: 
○ Point #1: The Long War Against God Started with Satan’s Lies in the 

Heavenlies  
○ Point #2: The Long War Against God Continued with Satan’s Lies On 

Earth: Against Eve 
○ God’s word is powerful indeed and the abandonment of it brings 

unimaginable consequences.  Adam and Eve experienced it and so 
did Satan.  But he continues as God’s greatest enemy and the 
master of the opposition against God’s eternal plan of redemption. 

● The Long War Against God Started with Satan’s Lies in the Heavenlies:  

[READ   ] Is. 14:12-14 
12 How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! [how] art thou 
cut down to the ground, which didst weaken the nations! 
13 For thou hast said in thine heart, I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt 
my throne above the stars of God: I will sit also upon the mount of the 
congregation, in the sides of the north: 
14 I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will be like the most 
High. [See Rev. 20:1-3 and other scriptures such as Ez. 28] 

○ Of course, Satan did attempt to do just that — and more, for he 
attempted to present himself through lies and deceit to myriads of 
heavenly spirit beings (angels, seraphim, and cherubim) as exactly 
that, as God himself [or the most exalted one of all] causing a great 



rebellion against God as many followed after him due to his 
subtleties. 

○ This is a most remarkable revelation.  Using a contemporary king, 
the king of Babylon, the prophecy is given which has both a near 
term but partial and a far term but complete fulfillment.  
Nebuchadnezzar is a “foil” for Satan here who is operating him just 
like Peter is a foil for Satan in the Lord’s powerful condemnation of 
Satan in Mt. 16:23. 

○ This truly Satanic kind of deception continues today and will 
continue as long as Satan is allowed to deceive the world.   
[See Rev. 2:24 and many other scriptures to see this well confirmed].  
Unrestrained self-interest at the expense of all others, even God 
himself, is the heart of the issue here. 

● The Long War Against God Continued with Satan’s Lies On Earth: Against 
Eve: 

[READ   ] Gen. 3:1-5 
1 Now the serpent was more subtle than any beast of the field which the LORD 
God had made. And he said unto the woman, Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not 
eat of every tree of the garden? 
2 And the woman said unto the serpent, We may eat of the fruit of the trees of 
the garden: 
3 But of the fruit of the tree which [is] in the midst of the garden, God hath said, 
Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die. 
4 And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die: 
5 For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be 
opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil. 

○ Satan’s lies were compelling for Eve and then Adam and the saints 
have always had their hearts moved by them.  Satan is the great liar 
and the father of lies.  But the truth will prevail and it will be through 
Truth Incarnate, the very Son of God. 

○ The Lord God’s Ultimate Response to Satan’s Lies: The Word of God 
Made Flesh, the Truth Incarnate 

John 1:14 And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we 
beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of 
grace and truth. 

○ So we can expect that the ultimate conflict will be between Satan and 
or Lord Jesus face to face, and it was . . . 
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Our Subject Today: The Power and Place of the Word of God: The Direct Satanic 
Attack on Our Lord Jesus at the beginning of his earthly ministry 

Our Outline Today: 

● Point #1: Satan’s Attacks Background and Overview 
● Point #2: Satan’s Attacks in Detail as Found in Matt. 4 
● Point #3: Conclusions and Application 

I. Satan’s Direct Attack on Our Lord Jesus - Background and Overview: 

○ So this will be the ultimate encounter between truth, even the Truth 
Incarnate, and the Liar and Father of Lies. 

○ Don’t forget the background of this though. 

■ From God’s point of view: 

● Christ Jesus, the incarnate Son of God, has been 
manifested beyond the view of Satan and his 
emissaries.  For 30 years he has grown and prospered 
apparently under Satan’s radar even though kings and 
wise men had come and Egypt had been a refuge for the 
baby Jesus.     

● Satan had failed to thwart the plan of God with the 
manifestation in due time of the Seed.  He had failed 
with the destruction of the innocents, with Joseph, with 
the repudiation of Mary, even though he had arranged 
the death of Christ’s prophet and identifier, John. 

● Now though had finally come the time for his unveiling 
and Satan knows it for John has now revealed that this 
Jesus is in fact Israel’s Messiah, the Son of the Living 
God become flesh.  The God-Man now dwells with men!  
Amen.  [See John 1:10, 14, etc.] 

■ From Satan’s point of view: 

● Now the Seed of the Woman has finally been revealed 
for all to see, even Satan himself!  Satan will pounce 
upon him and attempt to directly destroy him.  He will 
use his greatest tools for this purpose, his deceptive 
lies for he is the father of lies. 
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● Now we shall see how the greatest test (so far) of 
Satan’s deception will proceed - and it is an example for 
us all! 

Our Scripture: 

Matt. 4:1-11 
1 Then was Jesus led up of the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted of the 
devil. 
2 And when he had fasted forty days and forty nights, he was afterward an 
hungred. 
3 And when the tempter came to him, he said, If thou be the Son of God, 
command that these stones be made bread. 
4 But he answered and said, It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, 
but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God. 
5 Then the devil taketh him up into the holy city, and setteth him on a pinnacle of 
the temple, 
6 And saith unto him, If thou be the Son of God, cast thyself down: for it is 
written, He shall give his angels charge concerning thee: and in [their] 
hands they shall bear thee up, lest at any time thou dash thy foot against a 
stone. 
7 Jesus said unto him, It is written again, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy 
God. 
8 Again, the devil taketh him up into an exceeding high mountain, and sheweth 
him all the kingdoms of the world, and the glory of them; 
9 And saith unto him, All these things will I give thee, if thou wilt fall down 
and worship me. 
10 Then saith Jesus unto him, Get thee hence, Satan: for it is written, Thou 
shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve. 
11 Then the devil leaveth him, and, behold, angels came and ministered unto 
him. 

○ Three tests by Satan and three victorious responses by our Lord 
Jesus: 

II. Satan’s Direct Attack on Our Lord Jesus - The First Attack: 

○ The Attack: Against the God-Man’s humanity: 

[READ   ] Matt. 4:1-4 
1 Then was Jesus led up of the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted of 
the devil. 
2 And when he had fasted forty days and forty nights, he was afterward 
an hungred. 
3 And when the tempter came to him, he said, If thou be the Son of 
God, command that these stones be made bread. 
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4 But he answered and said, It is written, Man shall not live by bread 
alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God. 

○ The Test: Work a miracle was Satan's challenge.  This was directed 
specifically to the circumstance at hand, great hunger due to 40 days 
of fasting 

○ The Response: The specific word of God needed.  
Quote: “… Man shall not live by bread alone . . .” Deut. 8:3: 

■ Deut. 8:3 And he humbled thee, and suffered thee to hunger, and 
fed thee with manna, which thou knewest not, neither did thy 
fathers know; that he might make thee know that man doth not live 
by bread only, but by every [word] that proceedeth out of the mouth 
of the LORD doth man live.” 

■ This is so appropriate as an introduction to our subject today.  
“every word” of God is so critical in spiritual warfare as God 
through Moses revealed in the wilderness so many centuries 
ago.  And God’s word is always to be honored - no exceptions! 

○ Analysis: 
■ Christ allowed the testing!  For it had a divine purpose.  Do 

our testings also have a divine purpose?  How might that 
change our response to our own testings? 

■ The hunger was great indeed. Satan knew that and chose this 
test with carefulness. 

■ Miracles are easy for the Lord.  And proving his deity might 
seem like a proper response here.  But yielding to Satan would 
give Satan the victory, of course. 

■ So scripture was used as the Lord’s defense.  And what a 
profound teaching from Deut. it was.  We must examine the 
context here to understand how the Lord was responding to 
Satan’s test. 

○ Application: 
■ There was a positive purpose in the test that the Lord had 

allowed.  So it was here. 
■ This was a situation different from anything that Israel had 

ever experienced.  Manna from heaven was entirely new. 
■ The Lord (in his perfect humanity - this is where the test here 

was focused) had never experienced hunger before.  But the 
test was designed to prove that he could endure this human 
challenge.  The word of God would be his solace as it taught 
him the truth in question here that true and authentic living is 
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above the circumstances of this life.  By faith we CAN endure 
all things. 

■ Here the word of God sustained the Lord against Satan’s 
challenge.  The word of the Lord was enough.  Not bread alone 
but by every word that God has given.  Amen. 

III. Satan’s Direct Attack on Our Lord Jesus - The Second Attack: 

○ The Attack: Against God’s faithfulness regarding his promises 

[READ   ] Matt. 4:5-7 
5 Then the devil taketh him up into the holy city, and setteth him on a 
pinnacle of the temple, 
6 And saith unto him, If thou be the Son of God, cast thyself down: for 
it is written, He shall give his angels charge concerning thee: and in 
[their] hands they shall bear thee up, lest at any time thou dash thy 
foot against a stone. 
7 Jesus said unto him, It is written again, Thou shalt not tempt the 
Lord thy God. 

○ The Test: Submit to Satan's command to prove that God's promise is 
true - "cast thyself down . . ." 

○ The Response: The specific word of God needed.  
Quote: "Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God . . .”  

○ Note that this attack was in fact quite subtle.  Satan had correctly 
quoted the scripture (Ps. 91:12-13).  What if he had obeyed Satan?  
Would he have been preserved by the angels?  Yes, of course.  But 
the key to understanding here is in the details.  Christ’s response 
selects Ex. 17.   

○ Ex. 17:2-7 
2 Wherefore the people did chide with Moses, and said, Give us water that 
we may drink. And Moses said unto them, Why chide ye with me? 
wherefore do ye tempt the LORD? 
3 And the people thirsted there for water; and the people murmured 
against Moses, and said, Wherefore [is] this [that] thou hast brought us up 
out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and our cattle with thirst? 
4 And Moses cried unto the LORD, saying, What shall I do unto this 
people? they be almost ready to stone me. 
5 And the LORD said unto Moses, Go on before the people, and take with 
thee of the elders of Israel; and thy rod, wherewith thou smotest the river, 
take in thine hand, and go. [too much water brought this event!] 
6 Behold, I will stand before thee there upon the rock in Horeb; and thou 
shalt smite the rock, and there shall come water out of it, that the people 

	 �6



may drink. And Moses did so in the sight of the elders of Israel. [too little 
water brought this event!] 
7 And he called the name of the place Massah, and Meribah, because of 
the chiding of the children of Israel, and because they tempted the 
LORD, saying, Is the LORD among us, or not? 

○ Analysis: 
■ Yes, Christ had allowed this testing!  For it had as always a 

divine purpose:  
● Their thirst was great and Satan knew it.  
● This situation was custom engineered by the Lord for 

the benefit of the children of Israel.  The issue was the 
Lord’s timing in all of this.  This situation was 
engineered by the Lord that they might learn to always 
TRUST IN THE LORD AND HIS PERFECT PROVISION 
whatever the circumstances may be we may find 
ourselves in. 

■ So scripture was used as the Lord’s defense.  And what a 
profound teaching from Exodus it was.  Again, we must be 
careful to examine the context or we may easily miss the point 
here. 

■ Application: 
● I believe the key to understanding Christ’s response has 

to do with the testing of Israel in the wilderness and 
Moses’s response.  Scripture records this in Ex. 17 but 
that is not the only place it is mentioned.  We must 
study to learn more by reading the rest of the 
Pentateuch.  Numbers 20:8-12 has the answer.  Moses 
stuck the rock TWICE, not once.  And worse, he had 
been told to speak to the rock!   So only the word of the 
Lord was needed.  The “smiting” was figurative only!  
Moses had disobeyed the Lord and there was a severe 
consequence - that he would not be allowed to enter the 
promised land! 

● What was the error of Moses here?  Moses was 
deceived and bowed before the tempting of the Lord by 
Israel.  What was his error?  It was to obey the Lord but 
to ADD TO HIS INSTRUCTIONS WHAT SEEMS RIGHT, to 
hasten or assist in the work of the Lord. 

● So the word of the Lord WAS THE POWER OF GOD, the 
vehicle God had chosen.  To go contrary to the revealed 
word brought great consequences.  Christ believed God 
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and simply quoted the scripture without anything else.  
That is the lesson here.  And it is the lesson for us 
today.  Do not add to the word of God.  The false 
teachers do this continually to the great harm of the 
people of God.  QUESTION: DO WE TEMPT THE LORD 
GOD IN HOW WE RESPOND TO THE CIRCUMSTANCES 
OF LIFE HE HAS BROUGHT TO US?  OR DO WE 
SUBMIT TO HIS WILL “APPROVING THE PERFECT AND 
GOOD WILL OF ALMIGHTY GOD” - Rom. 12:1-2. 

IV. Satan’s Direct Attack on Our Lord Jesus - The Third Attack: 

○ The Attack: This is the ultimate attack - Satan calls for worship by 
the Son of God and he will risk paying anything for it!  This will be 
the ultimate and therefore final test.  The test of WORSHIP!  

[READ   ] Matt. 4:8-10 
8 Again, the devil taketh him up into an exceeding high mountain, and 
sheweth him all the kingdoms of the world, and the glory of them; 
9 And saith unto him, All these things will I give thee, if thou wilt fall 
down and worship me. 
10 Then saith Jesus unto him, Get thee hence, Satan: for it is written, 
Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve. 

○ The Test: Worship Satan and receive the world he rules as prince 

○ The Response: The specific word of God needed.  
Quote: "Then saith Jesus unto him, Get thee hence, Satan: for it is 
written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt 
thou serve.”  

Ex. 20:3-5 (see also Ex. 34:14-15; Deut. 5:7-9) 
3 Thou shalt have no other gods before me. 
4 Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness [of 
any thing] that [is] in heaven above, or that [is] in the earth beneath, or 
that [is] in the water under the earth: 
5 Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them: for I the 
LORD thy God [am] a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers 
upon the children unto the third and fourth [generation] of them that hate 
me; 

○ The context here in Matt. 4 is so important for our understanding.  
The emphasis is on worship.  What is that?  “Worship” means 
“worth ship”, a proper reflection of the worth or true value and 
position of the worshipped person (or object).  Satan demanded to 
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be #1 to the Lord Jesus, the Son of God.  But he was the subject, not 
the Lord!  This was the ultimate test, then, was it not?  Christ needed 
only to quote the first commandment to defeat him!!  

  
■ The great question here is how can this be?  How can it be 

that Satan can be so easily defeated?  It was Satan’s lack of 
worship of the creator (the pre-incarnate Son of God who now 
stood before him) that led to his fall, of course.  Now he is 
required to bow to the Lord Jesus.  Not only is this the 
ultimate test for our Lord but it is also the fundamental and 
ultimate test for Satan.  But Satan will not and cannot bow to 
the Lord Jesus without losing everything he believes he has 
gained by his rebellion.  And the Lord Jesus will not and 
cannot bow to Satan, of course. 

■ So the challenge ends.  Satan has been defeated and leaves 
the Lord.  The test is over.  Our Lord is victorious. 

○ Analysis: 

■ So again, scripture was used as the Lord’s defense.  And what 
a profound teaching from Deut. it was.  As always, we must 
carefully examine the context. 

■ Critical here is Christ’s absolute willingness to let the power of 
God’s word of promise and truth work.  He employed no other 
defense against Satan’s blows.  What an example this should 
be to us.  Amen. 

○ Application: 

○ [READ   ] Matt. 4:11 Then the devil leaveth him, and, behold, angels 
came and ministered unto him. [their ministry to his humanity was so 
needed due to exhaustion, incredible thirst and exceedingly great 
hunger] 

○ And so the Lord was victorious over Satan's greatest challenges 
here.  What a wonderful example this is for us.  The sword of the 
Spirit is the word of God.  There is the power, even over the greatest 
of God's creation who is now his greatest enemy -- and our's too! 

Conclusions and Application 

○ The word of God is powerful indeed and is in the center of God's 
working always! 

○ Satan's lies and deceptions are designed to oppose the word of God. 
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○ The incarnate Son of God has come forth with redemption by his 
grace.  But the conflict continues and Satan's methods are evolved 
based on the nature of the conflict.  He is subtle and deceptive and 
often compelling.  Many believe him instead of God and live this life 
for his glory, whether they know it or not. 

○ Most critical here in this teaching is Christ’s example of absolute 
willingness to let the power of God’s word of promise and truth 
work.  He employed no other defense against Satan’s blows.  What 
an example this should be to us.  Amen. 

2 Cor. 11:3  But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve through 
his subtilty, so your minds should be corrupted from the simplicity that is in 
Christ.
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