
 

"The Pillars of the Earth - Hannah’s Legacy - The Last Judges” 
  
A Little Review: 
 

We have seen over several of our fellowships how Almighty God worked in 
the hearts of sinful men, women and children.  Not man but God, Not even 
the nation of Israel, God’s chosen ones, but the Lord God.  He alone is 
sovereign.  There is no greater contrast than this in the Old testament.  But 
the Lord God uses even sinners, even weak and frail ones, as vehicles and 
instruments to accomplish his mighty purpose of redemption according to 
the Seed of the Woman promises. 
 

● He even used a Gentile woman, Rahab, for Israel’s deliverance.  The sacred 
commentary on that was given in Matt. 1:5-6 where we saw how central 
Rahab was to the genealogy of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
● And then, we saw how the victory over the Canaanites was finally secured, 

when God raised up a woman, the wife of Heber, the grandson of Jethro, 
the father-in-law of Moses, to finish that timely and so needed work against 
Sisera and the Canaanites.  Her name, Jael, therefore went down in history 
along with Israel’s judge at the time, a woman named Deborah.  

 
Finally, in our last fellowship, we saw so clearly (and I hope and pray that it was a 
great blessing indeed) how God worked, again during the period of the judges 
"behind the scenes", often invisibly and often also in ways only his people knew.  
 
We saw from the sacred pages of scripture how the Lord God used his two 
chosen servants Elkanah & Hannah in that Long War,  You will recall that Hannah 
was barren and in anguish of soul and spirit called out to God asking again for 
son.  Her devout cries were heard.  She had made a vow promising to give this 
son that the Lord provides back to the Lord to server him forever as a Nazarite.  
 

1 Sam. 1:11 And she vowed a vow, and said, O LORD of hosts, if thou wilt 
indeed look on the affliction of thine handmaid, and remember me, and not forget 
thine handmaid, but wilt give unto thine handmaid a man child, then I will give 
him unto the LORD all the days of his life, and there shall no razor come upon his 
head. 
 
1 Sam. 1:20, 22  Wherefore it came to pass, when the time was come about 
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after Hannah had conceived, that she bare a son, and called his name 
Samuel, saying, Because I have asked him of the LORD. . . But Hannah 
went not up; for she said unto her husband, I will not go up until the child 
be weaned, and then I will bring him, that he may appear before the LORD, 
and there abide for ever. 

 
● In reference to these very events, we saw the theme of this book stated so 

movingly as well in 1 Sam. 2:7-8. 
 

1 Sam. 2:7-8 The LORD maketh poor, and maketh rich: he bringeth low, and 
lifteth up.  He raiseth up the poor out of the dust, and lifteth up the beggar 
from the dunghill, to set them among princes, and to make them inherit the 
throne of glory: for the pillars of the earth are the LORD'S, and he hath set 
the world upon them. 

 
● The rest of Hannah’s story, at least as recorded here, is found in the end of 

chapter 2 of 1 Samuel: 
 

1 Sam. 2:11-12, 26 
11 And Elkanah went to Ramah to his house. And the child did minister 
unto the LORD before Eli the priest. 
12 Now the sons of Eli were sons of Belial; they knew not the LORD. 
. . . 
26 And the child Samuel grew on, and was in favour both with the LORD, 
and also with men. 

 
● Everything here in 1 Samuel is about Israel’s history from God’s point of 

view, isn’t it?  Our lesson today will be about that, but interspersed with 
God’s viewpoint we shall see how the enemy of God works to prevent 
God’s plan and to display his glory.  And often, it is very difficult to see the 
work of God in the midst of Satan’s work.  But the scripture reveals it so 
clearly, by, as it were, “many infallible proofs”. 

 
Let us consider now specifically Hannah's legacy as it is revealed here in  
1 Samuel and especially through her son, Samuel, declared by God to be both a 
new prophet AND a new judge - and in fact, together with his sons, the very last 
judges, because Samuel will be used to bring in the Davidic Kingdom near the 
end of his life.  And, in addition, we shall see, that God desires NOT a kingdom of 
men, who are frail and weak and often most sinful, but rather his own Kingdom . . 
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. , and in his timing even that shall be accomplished through his son, our savior, 
our Lord Jesus Christ! 
 
Our Outline for Today: 
 

● Hannah’s Legacy - God Prepares Samuel to Serve the Lord (chapter 3) 
● Hannah’s Legacy - God Filfills His First Words to Samuel (chapter 4) 

 
The major themes therefore of these chapters are: 
 

● The sovereignty of God over this earth and its people 
● The care and concern of God for Israel 
● The recognition of only a few that God is intersecting with the affairs of this 

world 
● The selection by God of those who are weak and powerless in themselves 

to change the course of history as “the pillars of the earth”!  Amen. 
 

I. Hannah’s Legacy - God Prepares Samuel to Serve the Lord (chapter 3) 
 

1 Sam. 3:1-18  
1 And the child Samuel ministered unto the LORD before Eli. And the word 
of the LORD was precious in those days; there was no open vision. 
2 And it came to pass at that time, when Eli was laid down in his place, and 
his eyes began to wax dim, that he could not see; 
3 And ere the lamp of God went out in the temple of the LORD, where the 
ark of God was, and Samuel was laid down to sleep; 
4 That the LORD called Samuel: and he answered, Here am I. 
5 And he ran unto Eli, and said, Here am I; for thou calledst me. And he 
said, I called not; lie down again. And he went and lay down. 
6 And the LORD called yet again, Samuel. And Samuel arose and went to 
Eli, and said, Here am I; for thou didst call me. And he answered, I called 
not, my son; lie down again. 
7 Now Samuel did not yet know the LORD, neither was the word of the 
LORD yet revealed unto him. 
8 And the LORD called Samuel again the third time. And he arose and went 
to Eli, and said, Here am I; for thou didst call me. And Eli perceived that the 
LORD had called the child. 
9 Therefore Eli said unto Samuel, Go, lie down: and it shall be, if he call 
thee, that thou shalt say, Speak, LORD; for thy servant heareth. So Samuel 
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went and lay down in his place. 
10 And the LORD came, and stood, and called as at other times, Samuel, 
Samuel. Then Samuel answered, Speak; for thy servant heareth. 
-- 
11 And the LORD said to Samuel, Behold, I will do a thing in Israel, at which 
both the ears of every one that heareth it shall tingle. 
12 In that day I will perform against Eli all things which I have spoken concerning 
his house: when I begin, I will also make an end. 
13 For I have told him that I will judge his house for ever for the iniquity which he 
knoweth; because his sons made themselves vile, and he restrained them not. 
14 And therefore I have sworn unto the house of Eli, that the iniquity of Eli's 
house shall not be purged with sacrifice nor offering for ever. 
15 And Samuel lay until the morning, and opened the doors of the house of the 
LORD. And Samuel feared to shew Eli the vision. 
16 Then Eli called Samuel, and said, Samuel, my son. And he answered, 
Here am I. 
17 And he said, What is the thing that the LORD hath said unto thee? I pray 
thee hide it not from me: God do so to thee, and more also, if thou hide any 
thing from me of all the things that he said unto thee. 
18 And Samuel told him every whit, and hid nothing from him. And he said, 
It is the LORD: let him do what seemeth him good. 
. . . 
[READ   ] 1 Sam. 3:19-21  
19 And Samuel grew, and the LORD was with him, and did let none of his 
words fall to the ground. 
20 And all Israel from Dan even to Beersheba knew that Samuel was 
established to be a prophet of the LORD. 
21 And the LORD appeared again in Shiloh: for the LORD revealed himself 
to Samuel in Shiloh by the word of the LORD. 
 

●  Verses 9-10: Therefore Eli said unto Samuel, Go, lie down: and it shall 
be, if he call thee, that thou shalt say, Speak, LORD; for thy servant 
heareth. So Samuel went and lay down in his place.  And the LORD 
came, and stood, and called as at other times, Samuel, Samuel. Then 
Samuel answered, Speak; for thy servant heareth. 

 
● Verse 11: And the LORD said to Samuel, Behold, I will do a thing in 

Israel, at which both the ears of every one that heareth it shall tingle. 
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●  Verses 19-21: And Samuel grew, and the LORD was with him, and did 
let none of his words fall to the ground.  And all Israel from Dan even to 
Beersheba knew that Samuel was established to be a prophet of the 
LORD. And the LORD appeared again in Shiloh: for the LORD revealed 
himself to Samuel in Shiloh by the word of the LORD. 

 
● So Hannah’s Legacy Develops with the Lord God Preparing Samuel 

to Serve the Lord, even while very young indeed.  He served in the 
house of the Lord in Shiloh wearing a linen ephod and the little coat 
that his mother renewed every year. 

 
○ The Lord began to speak also to Samuel at this time and 

Samuel heard the word of the Lord, he repeated it to others (Eli 
first!), and began his life as a judge over Israel and as a 
prophet. 

○ This was the beginning Hannah’s legacy and also the 
beginning of the transition to Israel’s Kingdom under first Saul 
and then David.  Samuel would be used to anoint both of them. 

○ Let us not forget that God changed human weakness into his 
strength throughout all of this and exalted his sovereignty 
over the nation even though Eli and his sons were not 
honorable, nor were even Samuel’s sons, the last of Israel’s 
judges.  But it was God who was ultimately in control, though 
Hannah and Samuel were used as his vehicles of the word and 
of his mercy and strength.  For such a time as this, as it were, 
the Lord God chose these earthen vessels to manifest forth 
his strength. 

 
II. Hannah’s Legacy - God Filfills His First Words to Samuel (chapter 4) 

 
Remember Verse 11: And the LORD said to Samuel, Behold, I will do a 
thing in Israel, at which both the ears of every one that heareth it shall 
tingle. 

 
God's word to Samuel will now be fulfilled with the death on the same day 
of both of Eli’s sons and, sadly, this will cost even the ark will to be lost to 
the Philistines in battle. 

 
[READ   ] 1 Sam. 4:1-9  
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1 And the word of Samuel came to all Israel. Now Israel went out against 
the Philistines to battle, and pitched beside Ebenezer: and the Philistines 
pitched in Aphek. 
2 And the Philistines put themselves in array against Israel: and when they 
joined battle, Israel was smitten before the Philistines: and they slew of the 
army in the field about four thousand men. 
3 And when the people were come into the camp, the elders of Israel said, 
Wherefore hath the LORD smitten us to day before the Philistines? Let us 
fetch the ark of the covenant of the LORD out of Shiloh unto us, that, when 
it cometh among us, it may save us out of the hand of our enemies. 
4 So the people sent to Shiloh, that they might bring from thence the ark of 
the covenant of the LORD of hosts, which dwelleth between the cherubims: 
and the two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, were there with the ark of 
the covenant of God. 
5 And when the ark of the covenant of the LORD came into the camp, all Israel 
shouted with a great shout, so that the earth rang again. 
6 And when the Philistines heard the noise of the shout, they said, What 
meaneth the noise of this great shout in the camp of the Hebrews? And they 
understood that the ark of the LORD was come into the camp. 
7 And the Philistines were afraid, for they said, God is come into the camp. 
And they said, Woe unto us! for there hath not been such a thing heretofore. 
8 Woe unto us! who shall deliver us out of the hand of these mighty Gods? 
these are the Gods that smote the Egyptians with all the plagues in the 
wilderness. 
9 Be strong, and quit yourselves like men, O ye Philistines, that ye be not 
servants unto the Hebrews, as they have been to you: quit yourselves like men, 
and fight. 
 
[READ   ] 1 Sam. 4:10-22 
10 And the Philistines fought, and Israel was smitten, and they fled every 
man into his tent: and there was a very great slaughter; for there fell of 
Israel thirty thousand footmen. 
11 And the ark of God was taken; and the two sons of Eli, Hophni and 
Phinehas, were slain. 
12 And there ran a man of Benjamin out of the army, and came to Shiloh 
the same day with his clothes rent, and with earth upon his head. 
13 And when he came, lo, Eli sat upon a seat by the wayside watching: for 
his heart trembled for the ark of God. And when the man came into the city, 
and told it, all the city cried out. 
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14 And when Eli heard the noise of the crying, he said, What meaneth the 
noise of this tumult? And the man came in hastily, and told Eli. 
15 Now Eli was ninety and eight years old; and his eyes were dim, that he 
could not see. 
16 And the man said unto Eli, I am he that came out of the army, and I fled 
to day out of the army. And he said, What is there done, my son? 
17 And the messenger answered and said, Israel is fled before the 
Philistines, and there hath been also a great slaughter among the people, 
and thy two sons also, Hophni and Phinehas, are dead, and the ark of God 
is taken. 
18 And it came to pass, when he made mention of the ark of God, that he 
fell from off the seat backward by the side of the gate, and his neck brake, 
and he died: for he was an old man, and heavy. And he had judged Israel 
forty years. 
19 And his daughter in law, Phinehas' wife, was with child, near to be 
delivered: and when she heard the tidings that the ark of God was taken, 
and that her father in law and her husband were dead, she bowed herself 
and travailed; for her pains came upon her. 
20 And about the time of her death the women that stood by her said unto her, 
Fear not; for thou hast born a son. But she answered not, neither did she regard 
it. 
21 And she named the child Ichabod, saying, The glory is departed from 
Israel: because the ark of God was taken, and because of her father in law 
and her husband. 
22 And she said, The glory is departed from Israel: for the ark of God is 
taken. 

 
● Verses 18-21: And the messenger answered and said, Israel is fled before the 

Philistines, and there hath been also a great slaughter among the people, and 
thy two sons also, Hophni and Phinehas, are dead, and the ark of God is taken. 

 
● So we see here that the theme of this chapter is very simple.  Man’s 

religious works can never take the place of true faithfulness and God’s will 
shall always be accomplished, no matter what.  This is all a lesson in great 
contrasts: 

○ If only the children of Israel had known what God wanted and what 
he would do, with or without them!  But they did not.  They were 
blinded. 

○ But God’s promise was fulfilled regarding the house of Eli: 
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1 Sam. 2:34 And this shall be a sign unto thee, that shall come upon thy 
two sons, on Hophni and Phinehas; in one day they shall die both of them. 

 
And then in chapter 3: 

 
1 Sam. 3:11-13  
11 And the LORD said to Samuel, Behold, I will do a thing in Israel, at 
which both the ears of every one that heareth it shall tingle. 
12 In that day I will perform against Eli all things which I have spoken 
concerning his house: when I begin, I will also make an end. 
13 For I have told him that I will judge his house for ever for the 
iniquity which he knoweth; because his sons made themselves vile, 
and he restrained them not. 

 
○ So Hannah’s Legacy Develops with the Lord God Preparing Samuel 

to Serve the Lord and now God Fulfils His first prophecies regarding 
Eli’s sons.  Samuel is thereby established as both prophet and judge 
over all Israel.  Oh, has God fulfilled his words through Hannah’s 
song of praise regarding the working of Almighty God in his 
establishing the earth on little ones such as she and her son, even 
upon the very “pillars of the earth”!  Amen. 

 
. . . [much time passes] . . .  
 
Ch. 5 - The ark brings God's judgment -- whereever the ark is located, the 
consequence for those people is great. 
 
Ch. 6  - The ark is returned after 7 months with the Philistines to the Israelites due 
to the severe consequences for the inhabitants of any area where the ark rests.  
 
Ch. 7 - For 20 years there is peace in Israel under Samuel's guidance and 
direction - verses 7 -15 
 

1 Sam. 7:7-12 
7 And when the Philistines heard that the children of Israel were gathered 
together to Mizpeh, the lords of the Philistines went up against Israel. And when 
the children of Israel heard it, they were afraid of the Philistines. 
8 And the children of Israel said to Samuel, Cease not to cry unto the LORD our 
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God for us, that he will save us out of the hand of the Philistines. 
9 And Samuel took a sucking lamb, and offered it for a burnt offering wholly unto 
the LORD: and Samuel cried unto the LORD for Israel; and the LORD heard him. 
10 And as Samuel was offering up the burnt offering, the Philistines drew near to 
battle against Israel: but the LORD thundered with a great thunder on that day 
upon the Philistines, and discomfited them; and they were smitten before Israel. 
11 And the men of Israel went out of Mizpeh, and pursued the Philistines, and 
smote them, until they came under Bethcar. 
12 Then Samuel took a stone, and set it between Mizpeh and Shen, and called 
the name of it Ebenezer, saying, Hitherto hath the LORD helped us. 
-- 
1 Sam. 7:13-15 
13 So the Philistines were subdued, and they came no more into the coast 
of Israel: and the hand of the LORD was against the Philistines all the days 
of Samuel. 
14 And the cities which the Philistines had taken from Israel were restored 
to Israel, from Ekron even unto Gath; and the coasts thereof did Israel 
deliver out of the hands of the Philistines. And there was peace between 
Israel and the Amorites. 
15 And Samuel judged Israel all the days of his life. 
 

● God therefore establishes Hannah’s Legacy - God Filfills His First Words to 
Samuel after preparing her son so well even from his earliest days in the 
house of the Lord. 

● Hannah’s Legacy has been established indeed!  Amen. 
 
Application: 
 

● What was Hannah's legacy?  
● How was her "song of praise" proven to be absolutely true and faithful?  
● How does Hannah's legacy illustrate the theme of our lessons, the long war 

against God?  
● How can her example become a special blessing to us today?  
● Have you been blessed through Hannah's example? 
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