
 

"The Pillars of the Earth -- Hannah’s Legacy - The Kings - Saul’s Selection" 
 
A Little Review: 
 

We have seen over several of our fellowships how Almighty God worked in 
the hearts of sinful men, women and children.  The Lord God does used 
even sinners, weak and frail ones, as vehicles and instruments to 
accomplish his mighty purpose of redemption according to the Seed of the 
Woman promises. 
 

● He even used a Gentile woman, Rahab, for Israel’s deliverance.  
 

● And then, we saw how the victory over the Canaanites was finally secured, 
when God raised up a woman named Jael, to finish that timely and so 
needed work against Sisera and the Canaanites.  She therefore went down 
in history along with Israel’s judge at the time, a woman named Deborah.  

  
● Then we read how God worked over many generations leading up to his 

two chosen ones, a man named Elkanah and a woman named Hannah. 
Hannah was, after some years of marriage, still barren and she cried out to 
God again and again that he might  deliver her of a son.  Her cries were in 
God’s timing heard.  And, in addition, Hannah had made a vow promising 
to give the son the Lord gave her back to him that he might serve the Lord 
God forever as a Nazarite.  

 
● In reference to these very events, we saw the theme of this book stated so 

movingly as well in 1 Sam. 2:7-8. 
 

1 Sam. 2:7-8 The LORD maketh poor, and maketh rich: he bringeth 
low, and lifteth up.  He raiseth up the poor out of the dust, and lifteth 
up the beggar from the dunghill, to set them among princes, and to 
make them inherit the throne of glory: for the pillars of the earth are 
the LORD'S, and he hath set the world upon them. 

 
● The rest of Hannah’s story, at least as recorded here, is found in the end of 

chapter 2 of 1 Samuel.  In the Lord’s timing and in circumstances he chose, 
Hannah and Elkanah had a son named Samuel.  As the child grew, he was 
after weaning delivered over to the Lord as Hannah had promised and he 
then dwelled in the house of God in Shiloh together with the priest Eli’s two 
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sons who were evil.  But God protected Samuel and revealed himself to 
him so that he might in the strength and wisdom of the Lord both serve as 
a prophet and as a judge over Israel.  His prophecies were fulfilled giving 
him great standing before the children of Israel, and, as verse 26 states, 
“And the child Samuel grew on, and was in favour both with the LORD, and also 
with men.” 

 
● Chapters 5 & 6 detail how the ark brought God's judgment and not blessing 

to whomever has captured it.  Finally, after several conflicts and war with 
the Philistines and Canaanites, God eventually brought though Samuel’s 
leadership 20 years of peace to Israel.  He even brought a revival and under 
his leadership the Canaanite religion was driven out of the land for a time. 

 
● But then again the Philistines prepared for battle again against the 

Israelites and the children of Israel, not very long after God had given them 
great victories.  In disbelief that God would protect them, they cried out to 
Samuel to pray for their deliverance.  God granted Samuel’s request 
miraculously as Samuel was offering up to God a burnt offering: 

 
1 Sam. 7:9-10, 15  
9 And Samuel took a sucking lamb, and offered it for a burnt offering 
wholly unto the LORD: and Samuel cried unto the LORD for Israel; and the 
LORD heard him. 
10 And as Samuel was offering up the burnt offering, the Philistines drew 
near to battle against Israel: but the LORD thundered with a great thunder 
on that day upon the Philistines, and discomfited them; and they were 
smitten before Israel. 
. . . 
15 And Samuel judged Israel all the days of his life. 
 

Today’s Outline: 
 

○ Hannah’s Legacy - Through Samuel, Israel’s Future Kingdoms are 
Revealed (chapter 8) 

○ Hannah’s Legacy - Through Samuel, Israel’s King is Prepared 
(Chapter 9) 

○ Hannah’s Legacy - Through Samuel, Israel’s King is Anointed, 
Enabled and Installed as King (Chapters 10-11) 

○ Hannah’s Legacy - Samuel’s “Song of Praise” is Bittersweet for it is 
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closed with a Warning (Chapter 12) 
 

I. Hannah’s Legacy - Through Samuel, Israel’s Future Kingdoms are 
Revealed (chapter 8) 

 
1 Sam. 8:1, 3-6  
1 And it came to pass, when Samuel was old, that he made his sons judges 
over Israel. 
. . . 
3 And his sons walked not in his ways, but turned aside after lucre, and 
took bribes, and perverted judgment. 
4 Then all the elders of Israel gathered themselves together, and came to 
Samuel unto Ramah, 
5 And said unto him, Behold, thou art old, and thy sons walk not in thy 
ways: now make us a king to judge us like all the nations. 
6 But the thing displeased Samuel, when they said, Give us a king to judge 
us. And Samuel prayed unto the LORD. 
 

● Samuel, when he was old, made his two sons to be judges over 
Israel.  But they were not honest before the people and took 
advantage of their power and position and began to take bribes. 
Israel’s elders therefore demanded that Samuel appoint a king over 
them (like the nations). 

● Samuel was very displeased by this and sought guidance from the 
Lord through prayer -- and the Lord answered . . . 

 
1 Sam. 8:7-9  
7 And the LORD said unto Samuel, Hearken unto the voice of the people in 
all that they say unto thee: for they have not rejected thee, but they have 
rejected me, that I should not reign over them. 
8 According to all the works which they have done since the day that I 
brought them up out of Egypt even unto this day, wherewith they have 
forsaken me, and served other gods, so do they also unto thee. 
9 Now therefore hearken unto their voice: howbeit yet protest solemnly 
unto them, and shew them the manner of the king that shall reign over 
them. 

 
● The Lord’s judgment as revealed to Samuel was that he should give 

in to their requests.  This was not a reflection of their rejection of 
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Samuel, the Lord explained, but rather the rejection of he himself. 
For they WOULD NOT have the Lord God to rule over them, he said. 

 
● After revealing their past history of rebellion, he then reveals their 

future history.  He explains to them what their kings would inevitably 
be like IF they proceed in the direction they want to go and against 
the will of the Lord.  BUT GOD GIVES THEM OVER TO THEIR OWN 
WILL AND AGREES TO PROVIDE THEM A KING BUT COMMANDS 
SAMUEL TO SOLEMNLY PROTEST THIS VERY UNWISE DECISION 
WITH CONSEQUENCES THAT WILL BE UNAVOIDABLE IF THEY 
CONTINUE IN THEIR REBELLION.  

 
[READ   ] 1 Sam. 8:10-16  
10 And Samuel told all the words of the LORD unto the people that asked of 
him a king. 
11 And he said, This will be the manner of the king that shall reign over 
you: He will take your sons, and appoint them for himself, for his chariots, 
and to be his horsemen; and some shall run before his chariots. 
12 And he will appoint him captains over thousands, and captains over 
fifties; and will set them to ear his ground, and to reap his harvest, and to 
make his instruments of war, and instruments of his chariots. 
13 And he will take your daughters to be confectionaries, and to be cooks, 
and to be bakers. 
14 And he will take your fields, and your vineyards, and your oliveyards, 
even the best of them, and give them to his servants. 
15 And he will take the tenth of your seed, and of your vineyards, and give 
to his officers, and to his servants. 
16 And he will take your menservants, and your maidservants, and your 
goodliest young men, and your asses, and put them to his work. 
 
[READ   ] 1 Sam. 8:17-22  
17 He will take the tenth of your sheep: and ye shall be his servants. 
18 And ye shall cry out in that day because of your king which ye shall 
have chosen you; and the LORD will not hear you in that day. 
19 Nevertheless the people refused to obey the voice of Samuel; and they 
said, Nay; but we will have a king over us; 
20 (1) That we also may be like all the nations; and (2) that our king may 
judge us, and (3) go out before us, and fight our battles. 
21 And Samuel heard all the words of the people, and he rehearsed them in 
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the ears of the LORD. 
22 And the LORD said to Samuel, Hearken unto their voice, and make them 
a king. And Samuel said unto the men of Israel, Go ye every man unto his 
city. 

 
● This is all prophetic, take note.  The “wills” and “shalls” add up to 12 

with many more implied.  Israel’s desire for a king in the place of the 
judges WILL NOT be a good thing for the nation.  So why would God 
provide it is the question.  We shall see as we proceed.  

 
● The reasons the people wanted a king are also revealed here in verse 

20: to make them like the other nations, that the king might be their 
judge, and that their king might fight their battles for them. 

 
1. Hannah’s Legacy - Through Samuel, Israel’s Future Kingdoms are 

Revealed  
 
[Your thoughts?] 
 

II. Hannah’s Legacy - Through Samuel, Israel’s King is Prepared (Chapter 9) 
 

1 Sam. 9:1-2, 6, 15-17, 21 
1 Now there was a man of Benjamin, whose name was Kish, the son of 
Abiel, the son of Zeror, the son of Bechorath, the son of Aphiah, a 
Benjamite, a mighty man of power. 
2 And he had a son, whose name was Saul, a choice young man, and a 
goodly: and there was not among the children of Israel a goodlier person 
than he: from his shoulders and upward he was higher than any of the 
people. 
 . . . 
6 And he [Saul’s servant] said unto him, Behold now, there is in this city a 
man of God, and he is an honourable man; all that he saith cometh surely 
to pass: now let us go thither; peradventure he can shew us our way that 
we should go. 
. . . 
15 Now the LORD had told Samuel in his ear a day before Saul came, 
saying, 
16 To morrow about this time I will send thee a man out of the land of 
Benjamin, and thou shalt anoint him to be captain over my people Israel, 
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that he may save my people out of the hand of the Philistines: for I have 
looked upon my people, because their cry is come unto me. 
17 And when Samuel saw Saul, the LORD said unto him, Behold the man 
whom I spake to thee of! this same shall reign over my people. 
. . .  
21  And Saul answered and said, Am not I a Benjamite, of the smallest of 
the tribes of Israel? and my family the least of all the families of the tribe of 
Benjamin? wherefore then speakest thou so to me? 
 
So God has selected this man of the tribe of Benjamin, a man of great 
stature but a man of equally great weakness, to be king over his people 
Israel.  As we shall see, he is, however, a great man when it comes to 
warfare.  And he is a man with weaknesses that will eventually in the 
course of time disqualify him as king.  Let’s see how this proceeds -- and 
remember, all of this has been already prophecied.  And, as we follow 
along here in the sacred record, we might be considering the question, 
“Why did God choose Saul?” 
 
#1 Hannah’s Legacy - Through Samuel, Israel’s Future Kingdoms are 
Revealed  
#2 Hannah’s Legacy - Through Samuel, Israel’s King is Prepared 
 

III. Hannah’s Legacy - Through Samuel, Israel’s King is Anointed, Enabled & 
Installed as King (Chapters 10-11) 

 
Saul will now be anointed by Samuel.  And, he will be enabled by God 
miraculously to prophesy and work signs before the people (chapter 10) 
that they might believe and know that he was given by Samuel AND by the 
Lord God.  But, it has also already been prophecied that this king (and all) 
would be a burden to Israel and not a blessing, at least in ways perhaps 
that only the Lord knew (as with David and Solomon, for example, when the 
kingdom was in its ascendency) 
 
[READ   ] 1 Sam. 10:1 Then Samuel took a vial of oil, and poured it upon his 
head, and kissed him, and said, Is it not because the LORD hath anointed 
thee to be captain over his inheritance? 
 

● Miracles will now be worked through Saul by the Lord to authenticate 
Saul as king.  Verse 7 makes that clear.  Signs, wonders and miracles 
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were often given by God for Israel’s sake and this will be an example 
of that.  

 
● So the purpose of these miracles seems clear.  They were firstly to 

convince the people to accept Saul’s leadership, and then, to give 
him great strength as a leader to deliver them from their enemies. 
But there seems to be so much more to these events! 

 
○ Israel has been turning against the Lord God and his plan for 

them in the Land of Promise.  He has now begun to prepare 
the way to give them what they have asked for --  but WITH A 
CAVEAT. 

○ He will give them a king but will also reveal again the future 
consequence of this.  Now there will be no IF’s. 

 
Saul will now be selected from all the people by “lots”.  This is very 
interesting indeed.  In Israel’s history God will often use what appears to be 
random change to men but of course, there are no accidents with God. 
 
1 Sam. 10:17-19 
17 And Samuel called the people together unto the LORD to Mizpeh; 
18 And said unto the children of Israel, Thus saith the LORD God of Israel, I 
brought up Israel out of Egypt, and delivered you out of the hand of the 
Egyptians, and out of the hand of all kingdoms, and of them that oppressed 
you: 
19 And ye have this day rejected your God, who himself saved you out of 
all your adversities and your tribulations; and ye have said unto him, Nay, 
but set a king over us. Now therefore present yourselves before the LORD 
by your tribes, and by your thousands. 
 
[This reminds me so much of Ex. 19 when the people in their arrogance had 
promised that they would obey the Lord in all ways when they had 
demonstrated already again and again that they would not obey.  In that 
case Mount Sinai began to shake and to smoke and there were great 
thunderings and lightnings.  The presentation to Israel of their king will in 
fact be not a blessing but a cursing]. 
 
20 And when Samuel had caused all the tribes of Israel to come near, the 
tribe of Benjamin was taken. 
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21 When he had caused the tribe of Benjamin to come near by their 
families, the family of Matri was taken, and Saul the son of Kish was taken: 
and when they sought him, he could not be found. 
22 Therefore they enquired of the LORD further, if the man should yet come 
thither. And the LORD answered, Behold, he hath hid himself among the 
stuff. 
23 And they ran and fetched him thence: and when he stood among the 
people, he was higher than any of the people from his shoulders and 
upward. 
24 And Samuel said to all the people, See ye him whom the LORD hath 
chosen, that there is none like him among all the people? And all the 
people shouted, and said, God save the king. 
25 Then Samuel told the people the manner of the kingdom, and wrote it in 
a book, and laid it up before the LORD. And Samuel sent all the people 
away, every man to his house. 
. . . 
26 And Saul also went home to Gibeah; and there went with him a band of 
men, whose hearts God had touched. 

 
● God has complied with the wishes of the people for a king and he 

has selected a king for them, in all of his own human weaknesses -- 
though he appeared in all ways to be a man of strength and a man 
who would lead the people well.  

 
○ So Saul will be selected - but where is he?  He cannot be 

found!  
 

● So the work of Almighty God through all of this should be clear. 
Some knew of it and were believers but many did not.  Chapter 8 
records Samuel’s very heavy and prophetic words which he records 
in a book and secures it for posterity.  This is very interesting 
indeed.  Is this the book of 1 Samuel? 

 
[Your comments?] 
 

Chapter 11 - Saul leads the Israelites in victory and is publically installed as 
king over Israel:  

 
1 Sam. 11:4-7 
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4 Then came the messengers to Gibeah of Saul, and told the tidings in the ears 
of the people: and all the people lifted up their voices, and wept. 
5 And, behold, Saul came after the herd out of the field; and Saul said, 
What aileth the people that they weep? And they told him the tidings of the 
men of Jabesh. 
6 And the Spirit of God came upon Saul when he heard those tidings, and 
his anger was kindled greatly. 
7 And he took a yoke of oxen, and hewed them in pieces, and sent them 
throughout all the coasts of Israel by the hands of messengers, saying, 
Whosoever cometh not forth after Saul and after Samuel, so shall it be 
done unto his oxen. And the fear of the LORD fell on the people, and they 
came out with one consent. 
 
Saul is now demonstrating the strength and wisdom of God even through 
his weakness.  Israel is now delivered from their immediate enemies 
through Saul’s leadership, and, again, the Lord God was exalted. 
 
1 Sam. 11:14-15 
 
14 Then said Samuel to the people, Come, and let us go to Gilgal, and 
renew the kingdom there. 
15 And all the people went to Gilgal; and there they made Saul king before 
the LORD in Gilgal; and there they sacrificed sacrifices of peace offerings 
before the LORD; and there Saul and all the men of Israel rejoiced greatly. 
 

● So Saul was made king in Gilgal, and, it would seem, the kingdom is 
off to a great start.  Saul is installed as king with all Israel’s approval, 
even though he had been anointed earlier. 

 
● Saul has already displayed his great weakness, and this is just the 

beginning.  But the Lord’s strength when needed has been displayed 
through him.  And he has led the children of Israel in victory over 
their enemies.  Again, it is the Lord that has been exalted. It seems 
that this will be an excellent start for the new kingdom under the king 
that the Lord has provided -- but we shall see that the seeds of 
failure in this new kingdom are already planted. 

 
Remember our question, “Why did God choose Saul?”  Do you know the 
answer yet? 
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#1 Hannah’s Legacy - Through Samuel, Israel’s Future Kingdoms are 
Revealed  
#2 Hannah’s Legacy - Through Samuel, Israel’s King is Prepared 
#3 Hannah’s Legacy - Through Samuel, Israel’s King is Anointed, Enabled 
& Installed as King 

 
IV. Hannah’s Legacy - Samuel’s “Song of Praise” is Bittersweet for it is Closed 

with a Warning (Chapter 12) 
 

Samuel’s Excellent “Song of Praise” now occurs.  This is a very wonderful 
part of this letter.  I will read it now and we will start here next time as we 
continue this segment of the sacred record in the Long War Against God. 
 
[READ   ] 1 Sam. 12:6-15  
6 And Samuel said unto the people, It is the LORD that advanced Moses 
and Aaron, and that brought your fathers up out of the land of Egypt. 
7 Now therefore stand still, that I may reason with you before the LORD of 
all the righteous acts of the LORD, which he did to you and to your fathers. 
8 When Jacob was come into Egypt, and your fathers cried unto the LORD, 
then the LORD sent Moses and Aaron, which brought forth your fathers out 
of Egypt, and made them dwell in this place. 
9 And when they forgat the LORD their God, he sold them into the hand of 
Sisera, captain of the host of Hazor, and into the hand of the Philistines, 
and into the hand of the king of Moab, and they fought against them. 
10 And they cried unto the LORD, and said, We have sinned, because we 
have forsaken the LORD, and have served Baalim and Ashtaroth: but now 
deliver us out of the hand of our enemies, and we will serve thee. 
11 And the LORD sent Jerubbaal, and Bedan, and Jephthah, and Samuel, 
and delivered you out of the hand of your enemies on every side, and ye 
dwelled safe. 
12 And when ye saw that Nahash the king of the children of Ammon came 
against you, ye said unto me, Nay; but a king shall reign over us: when the 
LORD your God was your king. 
13 Now therefore behold the king whom ye have chosen, and whom ye 
have desired! and, behold, the LORD hath set a king over you. 
14 If ye will fear the LORD, and serve him, and obey his voice, and not rebel 
against the commandment of the LORD, then shall both ye and also the 
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king that reigneth over you continue following the LORD your God: 
15 But if ye will not obey the voice of the LORD, but rebel against the 
commandment of the LORD, then shall the hand of the LORD be against 
you, as it was against your fathers. 
 

● The situation is clear -- the focus here is on the people and not on 
Saul.  This will change.  For now, though, we have here revealed a 
very large “IF” and that takes center stage starting here.  God has 
established an earthly kingdom.  The test will now be, will they obey 
the kings commands? 
 
THE SEEDS OF REBELLION HAVE BEEN PLANTED AND THEY WILL 
SURELY GROW AND BEAR FRUIT, EVEN THROUGH THEIR NEW 
KING, SAUL. 

 
Today, our Outline: Hannah’s Legacy - Through Samuel, Israel’s Future 
Kingdoms were Revealed , Through Samuel, Israel’s King was Prepared, 
Through Samuel, Israel’s King was Anointed, Enabled and Installed as 
King, and finally, perhaps the capstone on Hannah’s Legacy, Samuel’s 
“Song of Praise”,  was Bittersweet indeed for it closes with a Warning 
regarding all of Israel’s future kings, save one, Israel’s Messiah.  He as the 
Seed of the Woman, will be Victorious and will indeed bruise Satan’s heel 
forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
Remember our question, “Why did God choose Saul?”  Your thoughts? 

 
Overview / Application 
 

● In confirmation to his promises regarding the Seed of the Woman and his 
other promises after the Gen. 3:15 promise, God had finally brought the 
children of Israel into the promised land.  And then, after a long period of 
the Judges, God raised up Samuel and then Saul.  Saul was a man of great 
human attractiveness and was accepted by the people as their king.  He 
was a geat man of war for Israel when they were in surely in need of that. 
But he would be like all other kings and as prophecied, fail to deliver what 
was truly needed in Israel. 

 
● All mankind is weak but the Lord God is strong!  Hannah had her legacy in 

Samuel.  Samuel had selected Saul under the direction of God when the 
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people had rejected the Lord God.  But Saul would soon be himself 
rejected by God and replaced by another, David.  But through it all, God 
would himself be exalted and he would be glorified, not mankind, not even 
Israel itself, and certainly, not Saul as a man.  
 
Amen.  And, the redemptive plan regarding the Seed of the Woman would 
be accomplished, in spite of the weaknesses and rebellion of Israel and the 
nations.  Hannah’s legacy would be established through Samuel and it 
would be a great legacy indeed.  She would not appear by name in the 
great hall of faith’s fame, Hebrews chapter 11.  But her son Samuel would. 
 
Heb 11:32-34  
32 And what shall I more say? for the time would fail me to tell of Gedeon, and of 
Barak, and of Samson, and of Jephthae; of David also, and Samuel, and of the 
prophets: 
33 Who through faith subdued kingdoms, wrought righteousness, obtained 
promises, stopped the mouths of lions, 
34 Quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of 
weakness were made strong, waxed valiant in fight, turned to flight the armies of 
the aliens. 
 
Amen. 

 
NEXT TIME PART 3: Hannah’s Legacy - God Rejects a King and Chooses Another 
- David 
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