
 

"The Pillars of the Earth -- Hannah’s Legacy - The Kings -  
Saul’s Replacement, David: 

How Have the Mighty Fallen?" Part 2 
 
A Little Review: 
 

Considering the nature of man, such as it is, and the nature of Almighty 
God, as it is, we are not surprised when the working of God seems to be far 
beyond human understanding.  
 

Rom. 11:33-34  
33 O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! 
how unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways past finding out! 
34 For who hath known the mind of the Lord? or who hath been his 
counsellor? 

 
For the Lord God works in human hearts to accomplish his mighty plan of 
redemption and the Seed of the Woman promises, starting in  
Gen. 3:15, shall be brought to pass.  
 
We have seen in our fellowship here how he has done this and most 
recently we have seen how God used a Gentile woman named Rahab and 
later two women, one named Deborah (who was one of Israel’s judges), and 
also a woman named Jael.  Later, the Lord God used another woman 
named Hannah (meaning “favored”) who was delivered of a son in her old 
age named Samuel (meaning “heard of God”) because he was given at her 
request by the Lord.  

  
● We then considered how Hannah’s Legacy was focused on her son Samuel 

who God used mightily during a time of Israel’s rebellion.  After Israel had 
been ruled for some time in the Land of the Promise by God himself with 
judges as mediators, the people had demanded a king and a king was 
provided through Samuel at God’s direction.  And God provided this king 
even though he had with him also promised that all human kings and 
kingdoms would be characterized by human weaknesses and sin which he 
would not ignore.  In other words, his judgment would fall in his selected 
time.  Nevertheless, the people chose their king knowing full well what the 
word of the Lord was in this matter.  Man’s ways are not the Lord’s. That is 
fully underscored here. 
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● In due time, the Lord rejected Saul, Israel’s first king, due to his outright 

refusal to obey his clear commandments.  You will remember that Saul 
offered sacrifices contrary to God’s commandments and also failed to fully 
destroy Israel’s enemies the Amalekites.  I am sure we all remember the 
famous verses there in 1 Samuel chapter 15: 

 
1 Sam. 15:14 “And Samuel said, What meaneth then this bleating of the sheep in 
mine ears, and the lowing of the oxen which I hear?” 

 
And then you will also remember God’s powerful reminder to Saul and to 
all believers as given through Samuel in verses 22 & 23: 

 
1 Sam. 15:22-23  
22 And Samuel said, Hath the LORD as great delight in burnt offerings and 
sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the LORD? Behold, to obey is better than 
sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of rams. 
23 For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as iniquity and 
idolatry. Because thou hast rejected the word of the LORD, he hath also 
rejected thee from being king. 

 
● Then, in our very last fellowship, we saw how God’s rejection of Saul, 

Israel’s first king, proceeded then to set for the the stage for the anointing 
of a new king in his place.  
 
A new king was chosen by God, David, and he was anointed by Samuel. 
However, Saul continued to rule in the place of the new king in the view of 
the people and in the view of David for some years.  His rule was 
consumed by warfare, however, and increasingly by his all consuming 
passion to destroy David.  We looked at the beginning of that period of 
history last time and will continue there today.  What we shall see is how 
Satan’s evil begets evil and how it eventually completely consumes anyone 
entirely given over to it.  
 
The history of Saul’s descent into the depths of Satan’s evil and his part in 
the Long War Against God, therefore, is what we continue to examine 
today. 

 
● Last time we also “looked behind the curtain”, as it were, and saw how 
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Satan as “the prince of this world” is not allowed to work unless allowed by 
God for his own purposes.  Job was our example there.  The great contrast 
and the key to understanding this part of 1 Samuel is revealed here -- the 
bottom line is that Holy Spirit was upon David, BUT an evil spirit was upon 
Saul.  What a difference that made!   We examined Satan’s work in Saul’s 
heart and you will remember these key words from 1 Sam. 16:13-15: 

 
○ [READ   ] 1 Sam. 16:13-16, 23  

13 Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the midst of his 
brethren: and the Spirit of the LORD came upon David from that day 
forward. So Samuel rose up, and went to Ramah. 
14 But the Spirit of the LORD departed from Saul, and an evil spirit 
from the LORD troubled him. 
15 And Saul's servants said unto him, Behold now, an evil spirit from 
God troubleth thee. 
16 Let our lord now command thy servants, which are before thee, to 
seek out a man, who is a cunning player on an harp: and it shall 
come to pass, when the evil spirit from God is upon thee, that he 
shall play with his hand, and thou shalt be well. 
. . . 
23 And it came to pass, when the evil spirit from God was upon Saul, 
that David took an harp, and played with his hand: so Saul was 
refreshed, and was well, and the evil spirit departed from him. 
 

● So Satan was at work here [with God’s allowance] to confuse 
Saul and the people and he does his job well.  Satan’s real 
purpose would shortly be revealed. 

 
● The Kingdom under David has now been delayed: The mark of God through 

David versus the mark of Satan through Saul is acknowledged.  Chapters 
17 & 18 detail Goliath’s slaying and make it clear that God is working 
through David -- and how even Saul knew it.  But he undertook neverthless 
to kill David anyway whatever the consequence to he himself: 

 
[READ   ] 1 Sam. 18:9-12 Saul’s first attempts to kill David fail . . . 
9 And Saul eyed David from that day and forward. 
10 And it came to pass on the morrow, that the evil spirit from God 
came upon Saul, and he prophesied in the midst of the house: and 
David played with his hand, as at other times: and there was a javelin 
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in Saul's hand. 
11 And Saul cast the javelin; for he said, I will smite David even to 
the wall with it. And David avoided out of his presence twice. 
12 And Saul was afraid of David, because the LORD was with him, 
and was departed from Saul. 
 
1 Sam. 18:28-29 The die is cast - Saul will find a way to kill David if he 
can. 
28 And Saul saw and knew that the LORD was with David, and that 
Michal Saul's daughter loved him. 
29 And Saul was yet the more afraid of David; and Saul became 
David's enemy continually. 

 
Today’s Outline: 
 

#1 - The Kingdom under David is Delayed: Michal Delivers David from 
Death 
#2 - The Kingdom under David is Delayed: David’s Selection is 
Acknowledged Even by Saul 
#3 - The Kingdom under David is Delayed: The Mighty have Fallen but 
David Still Remains! 
#4 - The Kingdom under David is Delayed: The Final Chapter 
#5 - David’s Own Words Regarding Saul - Effectively Saul’s Epigraph 

 
I. The Kingdom under David is Delayed: Michal Delivers David from Death: 

 
Now Saul’s scheme to destroy David even extended to using his own 
daughter, giving her in marriage to David.  To accomplish his plan to 
preserve David through whom the Seed of the Woman would ultimately 
come, God will now thwarts Satan’s plan.  She was not a great woman in so 
many other ways, and David eventually even puts a curse upon her 
regarding the bearing of his own children - for there would be none. 
 
[READ   ] 1 Sam. 19:8-12 
8 And there was war again: and David went out, and fought with the 
Philistines, and slew them with a great slaughter; and they fled from him. 
9 And the evil spirit from the LORD was upon Saul, as he sat in his house 
with his javelin in his hand: and David played with his hand. 
10 And Saul sought to smite David even to the wall with the javelin; but he 
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slipped away out of Saul's presence, and he smote the javelin into the wall: 
and David fled, and escaped that night. 
11 Saul also sent messengers unto David's house, to watch him, and to 
slay him in the morning: and Michal David's wife told him, saying, If thou 
save not thy life to night, to morrow thou shalt be slain. 
12 So Michal let David down through a window: and he went, and fled, and 
escaped. 

 
● So Saul’s strategy to use his daughter to open a path to exploit 

David in his weakness with women fails with her actually being used 
to deliver David from a sure death!  And again, God uses a woman!  

 
● The details here should bring to mind the deliverance of the spies in 

Jericho at the hand of Rahab and also Paul’s deliverance in 
Damascus so many centuries later.  

 
II. The Kingdom under David is Delayed: David’s Selection is Acknowledged 

Even by Saul: 
 

[READ   ] 1 Sam. 24:1-6  
1 And it came to pass, when Saul was returned from following the 
Philistines, that it was told him, saying, Behold, David is in the wilderness 
of Engedi. 
2 Then Saul took three thousand chosen men out of all Israel, and went to 
seek David and his men upon the rocks of the wild goats. 
3 And he came to the sheepcotes by the way, where was a cave; and Saul 
went in to cover his feet: and David and his men remained in the sides of 
the cave. 
4 And the men of David said unto him, Behold the day of which the LORD 
said unto thee, Behold, I will deliver thine enemy into thine hand, that thou 
mayest do to him as it shall seem good unto thee. Then David arose, and 
cut off the skirt of Saul's robe privily. 
5 And it came to pass afterward, that David's heart smote him, because he 
had cut off Saul's skirt. 
6 And he said unto his men, The LORD forbid that I should do this thing 
unto my master, the LORD'S anointed, to stretch forth mine hand against 
him, seeing he is the anointed of the LORD. 
 

● So Saul finds a cave, is tired, and goes in to sleep.  But David and his 
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men are already within.  The Lord has delivered Saul into their 
hands, just as they had hoped and prayed that he would! 

 
1 Sam. 24:14-22  
14 After whom is the king of Israel come out? after whom dost thou 
pursue? after a dead dog, after a flea. [Compare 26:20] 
15 The LORD therefore be judge, and judge between me and thee, and see, 
and plead my cause, and deliver me out of thine hand. 
16 And it came to pass, when David had made an end of speaking these 
words unto Saul, that Saul said, Is this thy voice, my son David? And Saul 
lifted up his voice, and wept. 
17 And he said to David, Thou art more righteous than I: for thou hast 
rewarded me good, whereas I have rewarded thee evil. 
18 And thou hast shewed this day how that thou hast dealt well with me: 
forasmuch as when the LORD had delivered me into thine hand, thou 
killedst me not.  
19 For if a man find his enemy, will he let him go well away? wherefore the 
LORD reward thee good for that thou hast done unto me this day. 
20 And now, behold, I know well that thou shalt surely be king, and that the 
kingdom of Israel shall be established in thine hand. 
21 Swear now therefore unto me by the LORD, that thou wilt not cut off my 
seed after me, and that thou wilt not destroy my name out of my father's 
house. 
22 And David sware unto Saul. And Saul went home; but David and his men 
gat them up unto the hold. 
 

● What a wonderful account we find here of the miraculous working of 
Almighty God on behalf of the Seed of the Woman promises.  God 
will preserve the Royal Line to Messiah!  And that is to be through 
David. 

● This sorrow reminds me of Judas after his betrayel of the Lord Jesus 
since Saul, in apparent repentance here, weeps.  But as we know 
from  Heb. 12:17, Judas also wept but it was not a true repentance. 

● Do we understand in its fulness what God is doing here?  I am sure 
we do not.  But his working is in the hearts and it is there that we 
must focus if would understand the will and purpose of God for his 
people.  Amen. 

 
III. The Kingdom under David is Delayed: The Mighty have Fallen but David 
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Still Remains: 
 

● Some time passes now as the plot thickens and Saul’s active pursuit 
of David reaches a feverish pitch.  But throughout Saul’s attempts to 
kill David, David refuses to take the matter into his own hand.  He will 
not ever seek to harm the Lord’s “anointed”.  This is one of the 
themes of 1 Samuel.  There are two anointed kings at this point in 
time.  How can this be resolved?  Verses 10 & 11 will explain it for us. 
The background here is that again, as in chapter 24 in the cave 
incident, the Lord has delivered Saul into David’s hand and killing 
him would be very easy.  Except for the matter of David’s 
conscience, that is, and except for the will and purpose of God. 

 
[READ   ] 1 Sam. 26:10-11  
10 David said furthermore, As the LORD liveth, the LORD shall smite him; or his 
day shall come to die; or he shall descend into battle, and perish. 
11 The LORD forbid that I should stretch forth mine hand against the 
LORD'S anointed . . . (David used the phrase “the Lord’s anointed” is found 
6 times in chapters 24 & 26 alone) 

 
● In the end, however, as Saul progressively comes face to face with 

his failure to kill David (as also in the cave incident of chapter 24) 
where Saul is sleeping and David is able to secure his personal 
things (even his spear and his water bottle) but does not kill him 
when he has clearly had the opportunity.  That God has given Saul 
over to David is therefore clearly made known to Saul and he weeps 
in sorrow. 

 
● Again, there are tears shed but as we shall see, the heart of Saul is 

desparately wicked and he cannot control his evil heart of rebellion. 
Satan was a murderer from the beginning and he is surely at work 
here in Saul’s heart -- but David is proving again and again that he is 
a man after God’s own heart. 

 
1 Sam. 26:11-25  
11 The LORD forbid that I should stretch forth mine hand against the 
LORD'S anointed: but, I pray thee, take thou now the spear that is at his 
bolster, and the cruse of water, and let us go. 
12 So David took the spear and the cruse of water from Saul's bolster; and 
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they gat them away, and no man saw it, nor knew it, neither awaked: for 
they were all asleep; because a deep sleep from the LORD was fallen upon 
them. 
-- 
13 Then David went over to the other side, and stood on the top of an hill afar off; 
a great space being between them: 
14 And David cried to the people, and to Abner the son of Ner, saying, 
Answerest thou not, Abner? Then Abner answered and said, Who art thou that 
criest to the king? 
15 And David said to Abner, Art not thou a valiant man? and who is like to thee in 
Israel? wherefore then hast thou not kept thy lord the king? for there came one of 
the people in to destroy the king thy lord. 
16 This thing is not good that thou hast done. As the LORD liveth, ye are worthy 
to die, because ye have not kept your master, the LORD'S anointed. And now 
see where the king's spear is, and the cruse of water that was at his bolster. 
17 And Saul knew David's voice, and said, Is this thy voice, my son David? 
And David said, It is my voice, my lord, O king. 
18 And he said, Wherefore doth my lord thus pursue after his servant? for 
what have I done? or what evil is in mine hand? 
-- 
19 Now therefore, I pray thee, let my lord the king hear the words of his 
servant. If the LORD have stirred thee up against me, let him accept an 
offering: but if they be the children of men, cursed be they before the 
LORD; for they have driven me out this day from abiding in the inheritance 
of the LORD, saying, Go, serve other gods. 
-- 
20 Now therefore, let not my blood fall to the earth before the face of the 
LORD: for the king of Israel is come out to seek a flea, as when one doth 
hunt a partridge in the mountains. [Compare 1 Sam. 24:14 After whom is the 
king of Israel come out? after whom dost thou pursue? after a dead dog, after a 
flea.] 
21 Then said Saul, I have sinned: return, my son David: for I will no more 
do thee harm, because my soul was precious in thine eyes this day: 
behold, I have played the fool, and have erred exceedingly. 
22 And David answered and said, Behold the king's spear! and let one of 
the young men come over and fetch it. 
23 The LORD render to every man his righteousness and his faithfulness: 
for the LORD delivered thee into my hand to day, but I would not stretch 
forth mine hand against the LORD'S anointed. 
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24 And, behold, as thy life was much set by this day in mine eyes, so let my 
life be much set by in the eyes of the LORD, and let him deliver me out of 
all tribulation. 
25 Then Saul said to David, Blessed be thou, my son David: thou shalt both 
do great things, and also shalt still prevail. So David went on his way, and 
Saul returned to his place. 
 

● So Saul again confesses that he knows that the Lord God has now 
chosen David to take his place.  But although we will not look at it 
ourselves, Saul will continue for four more chapters to attempt the 
destruction of David.  In Chapter 28, in the incident with the witch at 
Endor, Saul is thoroughly corrupted by Satan and uses Satan’s 
power to even impersonate Samuel as if he were raised from the 
dead (which I do not believe). 

 
● So Saul’s heart is dark and a repentance, a confession, or any 

promises for the future are all suspect.  In all of this we see the work 
of Satan himself.  Saul repents but continues in his now life 
culminating attempts to kill David.  Saul has now reached the end of 
his life and is still consumed (quite literally at this point) in his 
pursuits of David. 

 
IV. The Kingdom under David is Delayed: The Final Chapter 
 

Chapter 31 brings us to the end of this account and to the end of the 
history of Hannah’s legacy through her son Samuel who died in chapter 25. 
 
1 Sam. 31:1-6  
1 Now the Philistines fought against Israel: and the men of Israel fled from before 
the Philistines, and fell down slain in mount Gilboa. 
2 And the Philistines followed hard upon Saul and upon his sons; and the 
Philistines slew Jonathan, and Abinadab, and Malchishua, Saul's sons. 
3 And the battle went sore against Saul, and the archers hit him; and he 
was sore wounded of the archers. 
4 Then said Saul unto his armourbearer, Draw thy sword, and thrust me 
through therewith; lest these uncircumcised come and thrust me through, 
and abuse me. But his armourbearer would not; for he was sore afraid. 
Therefore Saul took a sword, and fell upon it. 
5 And when his armourbearer saw that Saul was dead, he fell likewise upon 
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his sword, and died with him. 
 
6 So Saul died, and his three sons, and his armourbearer, and all his men, 
that same day together. 
 

● And so the long episode in Israel’s history comes to an end.  As  
1 Sam. 26:10 made so clear, God would resolve the compelling issue 
in David’s life in his timing, not necessarily in David’s: “As the LORD 
liveth, the LORD shall smite him; or his day shall come to die; or he shall 
descend into battle, and perish.” 

 
● There are many lessons for all the children of God in these words.  If 

only we would rest in his perfect will and work.  We are in the very 
center of his purpose today, as always, and today, with all the riches 
of his grace!  Amen. 

 
● So this story will end and David will be King and what a King he shall 

be, even one after God’s own heart.  I trust now we know much more 
about what that means. 
 

V. David’s Own Words Regarding Saul - Effectively Saul’s Epigraph 
 

● Now we find David’s final words regarding Saul (Saul’s Epigraph -- 
and Dear Jonathan’s Too): 

 
2 Sam. 1:23-27  
23 Saul and Jonathan were lovely and pleasant in their lives, and in their 
death they were not divided: they were swifter than eagles, they were 
stronger than lions. 
24 Ye daughters of Israel, weep over Saul, who clothed you in scarlet, 
with other delights, who put on ornaments of gold upon your apparel. 
25 How are the mighty fallen in the midst of the battle! O Jonathan, 
thou wast slain in thine high places. 
26 I am distressed for thee, my brother Jonathan: very pleasant hast 
thou been unto me: thy love to me was wonderful, passing the love 
of women. 
27 How are the mighty fallen, and the weapons of war perished! 
 

● “How” is the key word here.  The answer is “a long and 
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difficult word” indeed, to quote a modern poet.  This obituary 
says it all -- from the new King David’s point of view.  And it is 
surely a demonstation in summary of all that has gone before. 

 
● It has been all a matter of the heart!  David was chosen to be a 

“man after God’s own heart” and it is clearly revealed here in 
these few verses.  David exclaims in words that are tender and 
yet profound that Saul, as God’s anointed, always deserved in 
his subjects (of whom was David himself) purity of respect and 
honor. 

 
● And, finally, when there were issues (as for years Saul was 

mercilessly attempting to kill him) he would wait on the Lord 
for his strength and cry out to him for deliverance.  Taking the 
situation into his own hands was a course he never 
considered to be proper.  God would deal with his own in his 
own way in his own time!!  What a lesson for us today. 

 
Overview / Application 
 

● Our section began with Saul set aside by Samuel but continuing to rule 
independently of the power of God.  David is now empowered but not 
installed formally as king.  The section ends with Saul, a broken and cursed 
man, committing suicide with David then finally becoming King formall. 
The final words are so powerful summarizing all of this: “How are the mighty 
fallen?”  The torch has passed and David is king.  Even Samuel has died 
(see chapter 25:1) and David has effectively taken his place as prophet and 
priest as well as as king in God’s timing. 

 
● As we saw over the last few weeks, the Lord God confirmed his promises 

regarding the Seed of the Woman as time passed.  He had brought Israel 
back into the promised land confirming the chosen land provision of those 
land promises.  

  
● After the Judges, Samuel was raised up as Hannah’s Legacy and finally, 

when the people had demanded it, the first king Saul.  And, in the end, as 
had been prophecied, Saul was proven to be the one who would lead Israel 
into further idolatry and rebellion.  Then, after that had been so abundantly 
shown through the many chapters of 1 Samuel, David, a man after God’s 
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own heart was raised up through the sovereign will of Almighty God to take 
his place. 

 
● In everything here we have seen that the redemptive plan regarding the 

Seed of the Woman was always in the very center of the working of God, 
whatever Satan had done and always in spite of the weaknesses and 
rebellion of Israel and the nations.  Hannah’s legacy was established in 
Samuel and her legacy would be great indeed continuing with the great 
King David and others in the royal line yet to come.  Although Hannah 
herself would not appear by name in the great hall of faith’s fame, Hebrews 
chapter 11, her son Samuel would.  And David would as well.  

 
Praise the Lord!  Amen. 
 
Rom. 11:33-34  
33 O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! how 
unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways past finding out! 
34 For who hath known the mind of the Lord? or who hath been his counsellor? 
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