
 

The Long War Against God: 
The Nation Is Delivered Again - by a Faithful Woman  

through the Sovereignty of God! 
 
Our Theme Verses: 
 
Gen. 3:15 And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed 
and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel. 
 
1 Cor. 4:9  For I think that God hath set forth us the apostles last, as it were appointed 
to death: for we are made a spectacle unto the world, and to angels, and to men. 
 
2 Chron. 21:7 Howbeit the LORD would not destroy the house of David, because of the 
covenant that he had made with David, and as he promised to give a light to him and to 
his sons for ever. 
 
Rom. 15:4 For whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our learning, 
that we through patience and comfort of the scriptures might have hope. 
  
Review: 
 

● For 40 years, Saul reigned over Israel as its King.  Then David reigned for 
40 years.  Finally, David’s son Solomon also reigned for 40 years.  

 
● Then, you will remember, Solomon passed his throne to Rehoboam, his 

son but God’s chosen people and nation increasingly did not follow in the 
footsteps of their father David, but rather in Solomon’s footsteps. 
Solomon, you remember, compromised the faith by marrying many foreign 
and unbelieving women further sowing seeds of rebellion.  The character of 
the generations following king Solomon tolerated evil (idolatry, 
homosexuality), made alliances with evil nations like Egypt, and married 
gentile wives who further lead them and the nation astray.  In our last 
fellowship we considered Jezebel, the evil wife of king Ahab, in the 
Northern Kingdom of the Ten Tribes.  Of course, as we saw, things were 
not much better in the Southern Kingdom. 

  
● Let’s not forget our theme here.  For nearly a year now it has been on 

Satan’s Long War Against God and how he has used  every available 
means to thwart the God’s plan through the Seed of hte Woman promised 
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in Gen. 3:15.  Indeed, that plan will lead to his destruction.  And if he can 
destroy the Royal Line, he has succeeded! 

 
● A Kingdom Divided (Israel Has Been Corrupted, Its Kings and Its People): 

 
○ Unquestionably, Solomon’s son Rehoboam failed as Israel’s king 

leading to civil war.   A military man of renown, named Jeroboam, 
gained the support of many in the ten northern tribes.  He promised 
the people relief from the burdens that Solomon and then his son 
Rehoboam had required of the people of Israel for so long. 

 
● Scripture indicates that the Lord raised up Jeroboam in this time but 

also foretold how his evil would further corrupt the people and would 
bring great destruction on the nation.  It is no wonder that God’s 
chosen nation would go so far into evil under Jeroboam and sons 
with their parallels in the southern kingdom.  Nevertheless, we are 
probably amazed every time we read this history lesson. 

 
● The history of the Northern Kingdom Through Jeroboam (The Ten 

Tribes) 
○ King Nadab (evil) 
○ King Baasha (evil) 
○ King Elah (evil) 
○ King Zimri (evil) 
○ King Omri (evil) 
○ King Ahab (evil, evil, evil) (marries Jezebel) 

■ Ahab and Jezebel have a daughter, Athaliah, who then 
marries Jehosaphat’s son,  King Joram 

○ King Jehoram (evil, evil evil) - kills all of Jehoshaphat’s sons 
except Joram. 

 
● The history of the Southern Kingdom Beginning with Rehoboam (The 

Two Tribes) 
 

○ King Abijam (succeeds Rehoboam) - evil 
○ King Asa - evil 
○ King Jehosophat - righteous - 2 Chron. 19:2-4; 22:9 But he 

entered into a treaty with Ahab, and  consequently, married his 
son, Joram, to Ahab’s daughter! 
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○ King Joram (Jehoram) - his daughter, Jehosheba, was wife to 
the high priest Jehoiada - resetablishes the worship of Baal 
and made the daughters of the people temple prostitutes 

 
● The scene was now set for our study last time focusing on King 

Joram who married Athaliah, the daughter of Ahab & Jezebel!  He 
killed all of his brothers (2 Chron. 21:4)  and then the Arabians killed 
any brothers that somehow excaped (2 Chron. 21:17 & 22:1) -- 
EXCEPT one, Ahaziah 

● Then, King Ahaziah and when he died, his mother, now the Queen 
Mother, killed “all the seed royal” - 2 Chron. 22:10, in other words, 
she searched far and wide for any remaining of royal blood, and 
destroyed any that were found.  But one. Joash, a child, was still 
alive and was preserved by the high priest and his wife for six years 
(2 Chron. 23:3). Joash, was then installed as king by the high priest 
who gathered the support of the people as God clearly intervened to 
preserve the “seed royal”: 
 

● [READ   ] 2 Chron. 23:3, 21  
3 And all the congregation made a covenant with the king in the house of 
God. And he said unto them, Behold, the king's son shall reign, as the 
LORD hath said of the sons of David. 
. . . 
21 And all the people of the land rejoiced: and the city was quiet, after that 
they had slain Athaliah with the sword. 

 
Background for Today: 
 
For a while now, 1 Sam. 2:8 has been a key verse for us here in this fellowship. 
“He raiseth up the poor out of the dust, and lifteth up the beggar from the dunghill, to 
set them among princes, and to make them inherit the throne of glory: for the pillars of 
the earth are the LORD'S, and he hath set the world upon them.” 
 
We considered a number of examples of this from scripture, all relating directly to 
the promise given in Gen. 3:15 regarding “the seed of the woman”. 
 
In each example we considered God used ordinary, common men, women, and 
children.  How about us?  He is using us!  Be encouraged! 
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Rom. 15:4 For whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our 
learning, that we through patience and comfort of the scriptures might have hope. 

 
Background of our study today: 
 
The years of captivity allow God to work in a wonderful but mysterious way 
God pronounced a curse upon the kingdom of Judah because of the sins of her 
king Manasseh (2 Kings 21:10-16) 
 
Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon was given victory over Judah and her kings 
and princes, thousands of her people, soldiers and even artisans were taken into 
captivity in Babylon (2 Kings 24:10-16) 
 
Eleven years later even the temple was burned and the people as a whole were 
carried off into captivity with only a small number left in the land to farm and care 
for the vineyards (2 Kings 25:2-21) 
 
Nearly seventy years the children of Israel had been kept in captivity and 
eventually Nebuchadnezzar and the Babylonians were conquered by the Persians 
 

● But God prospered the Jews greatly during this time of captivity (Jeremiah 
29:5-7) 

● Daniel became prime minister in Babylon (Daniel 2:48) 
● Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah had been elevated to high position in the 

provinces of Babylon (Daniel 3:30) 
● Some Jews were taken to the Persian capital (Shushan) and God prospered 

them there including Mordecai (Esther 2:5-6) 
● And, finally, Esther, a young woman under the care of her cousin Mordecai 

since her father died, was chosen queen of Persia in place of the king's 
wife, Vashti upon occasion of Vashti's disobedience to the king  
(Esther 2:15-18) 

● Now the stage is set for God to continue his sovereign work preserving the 
nation and the "seed of the woman" according to his promises 

 
● God now worked through Esther to deliver the nation.  And, Satan's work 

continues in this case through his "servant", Haman, who was above all the 
princes of the kingdom and second in line to the king himself in power, and 
worshiped as a “little God” by the people who bowed before him 
reverently: 
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● This is a four act drama of great significance for the nation of Israel and 
also for us.  God has often worked in human history to accomplish his 
purposes as the apostle Paul stated so well in 1 Cor. 4:9: 

 
1 Cor. 4:9  For I think that God hath set forth us the apostles last, as it were 
appointed to death: for we are made a spectacle unto the world, and to angels, 
and to men. 

 
And so he work here in Old Testament times.  We will consider the first two 
acts of the drama today with the final two in our next fellowship, Lord 
willing.  These acts may be described in this way: 
 

○ Act 1: The Preparation for Deliverance through a Faithful Jewish Man 
Named Mordecai and a Faithful Jewish Woman Named Esther 

 
○ Act 2:  The Protagonist, a Descendant of Esau Named Haman  

 
○ Act 3: The Provision of Deliverance by the Lord God 

 
○ Act 4: The Proclamation of Victory of the Jewish People through the 

Sovereign Work of God Almighty 
 

I. Act 1: The Preparation for Deliverance through a Faithful Jewish Man 
Named Mordecai and a Faithful Jewish Woman Named Esther: 

 
● Satan's strategy is to use the gentile Persians and primarily Haman, 

a Caananite, to accomplish his purpose of destroying the exiled 
nation, but God will interfere in the most direct way possible, though 
his enemies will not know it until too late . . . 

 
● But the Lord God has raised up a Jew named Mordecai who will not 

bow before a man, certainly not before Haman, so in his wrath, 
Haman determines to have Mordecai and all Jews killed  

 
● His plan was detailed and subtle and even specified the day for the 

killings approximately one year later 
 

● But God, through a Jewish man named Mordecai and a Jewish 
woman named Esther will now be used of the Lord to deliver his 
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people from total destruction. 
  

● The Background - Who is Esther?  And who is Mordecai?:  
  

Esther 2:1-23 [The stage is set with the main players, Mordecai and 
adopted daughter, Esther] 
1 After these things [regarding the displacement of Queen Vasti for 
her insolence and disobedience], when the wrath of king Ahasuerus 
was appeased, he remembered Vashti, and what she had done, and what 
was decreed against her. 
2 Then said the king's servants that ministered unto him, Let there be fair 
young virgins sought for the king: 
3 And let the king appoint officers in all the provinces of his kingdom, that 
they may gather together all the fair young virgins unto Shushan the 
palace, to the house of the women, unto the custody of Hege the king's 
chamberlain, keeper of the women; and let their things for purification be 
given them: 
4 And let the maiden which pleaseth the king be queen instead of Vashti. 
And the thing pleased the king; and he did so. 

 
[READ   ] Esther 2:5-11  
5 Now in Shushan the palace there was a certain Jew, whose name 
was Mordecai, the son of Jair, the son of Shimei, the son of Kish, a 
Benjamite; 
6 Who had been carried away from Jerusalem with the captivity 
which had been carried away with Jeconiah king of Judah, whom 
Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon had carried away. 
7 And he brought up Hadassah, that is, Esther, his uncle's daughter: 
for she had neither father nor mother, and the maid was fair and 
beautiful; whom Mordecai, when her father and mother were dead, 
took for his own daughter. 
8 So it came to pass, when the king's commandment and his decree 
was heard, and when many maidens were gathered together unto 
Shushan the palace, to the custody of Hegai, that Esther was 
brought also unto the king's house, to the custody of Hegai, keeper 
of the women. 
9 And the maiden pleased him, and she obtained kindness of him; 
and he speedily gave her her things for purification, with such things 
as belonged to her, and seven maidens, which were meet to be given 
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her, out of the king's house: and he preferred her and her maids unto 
the best place of the house of the women. 
10 Esther had not shewed her people nor her kindred: for Mordecai 
had charged her that she should not shew it. 
11 And Mordecai walked every day before the court of the women's 
house, to know how Esther did, and what should become of her. 
 
12 Now when every maid's turn was come to go in to king Ahasuerus, 
after that she had been twelve months, according to the manner of the 
women, (for so were the days of their purifications accomplished, to wit, 
six months with oil of myrrh, and six months with sweet odours, and with 
other things for the purifying of the women;) 
13 Then thus came every maiden unto the king; whatsoever she desired 
was given her to go with her out of the house of the women unto the king's 
house. 
14 In the evening she went, and on the morrow she returned into the 
second house of the women, to the custody of Shaashgaz, the king's 
chamberlain, which kept the concubines: she came in unto the king no 
more, except the king delighted in her, and that she were called by name. 
15 Now when the turn of Esther, the daughter of Abihail the uncle of 
Mordecai, who had taken her for his daughter, was come to go in unto the 
king, she required nothing but what Hegai the king's chamberlain, the 
keeper of the women, appointed. And Esther obtained favour in the sight 
of all them that looked upon her. 
16 So Esther was taken unto king Ahasuerus into his house royal in the 
tenth month, which is the month Tebeth, in the seventh year of his reign. 
 
[READ   ] Esther 2:17-20  
17 And the king loved Esther above all the women, and she obtained 
grace and favour in his sight more than all the virgins; so that he set 
the royal crown upon her head, and made her queen instead of 
Vashti. 
18 Then the king made a great feast unto all his princes and his servants, 
even Esther's feast; and he made a release to the provinces, and gave 
gifts, according to the state of the king. 
19 And when the virgins were gathered together the second time, then 
Mordecai sat in the king's gate. 
 
20 Esther had not yet shewed her kindred nor her people; as 

7 



 

Mordecai had charged her: for Esther did the commandment of 
Mordecai, like as when she was brought up with him. 

 
● So we see how the second chapter provides the foundations of this 

amazing drama of recorded sacred history.  Haman has not yet been 
introduced.  But Mordecai and Esther will play the key parts in this 
amazing drama as it unfolds to the glory of God and his people. 

 
● The drama’s key players [dramatis personae and story line]: 

 
○ Mordecai is a Benjamite carried off into captivity by 

Nebuchadnezzar into Babylon and is living in Persia since the 
Persian empire has now conquered the Babylonian empire. 

○ Esther, or Hadasseh, is a young woman who has been raised 
by Mordecai after her father, Mordecai’s uncle, has died and 
she then bacame an orphan after her mother’s death. 

○ The young women of the land who are unmarried are 
compelled (important) to enter into the king’s harem when his 
wife, Vashti, is dispossed by the king.  A new queen will be 
chosen from these. 

○ Esther is chosen to be queen and a great feast is planned to 
introduce her to the people. 

 
Esther 2:21-23  [The plot thickens]  
21 In those days, while Mordecai sat in the king's gate, two of the king's 
chamberlains, Bigthan and Teresh, of those which kept the door, were 
wroth, and sought to lay hand on the king Ahasuerus. 
22 And the thing was known to Mordecai, who told it unto Esther the 
queen; and Esther certified the king thereof in Mordecai's name. 
23 And when inquisition was made of the matter, it was found out; 
therefore they were both hanged on a tree: and it was written in the book 
of the chronicles before the king. 

 
○ Esther’s father Mordecai has learned of the plot [he sits in the 

gate of the city and knows all in the kingdom, it seems] on the 
king’s life and has told Esther of it so she might inform the 
king. 

○ The two usurpers are arrested and hanged.  This sets the 
stage for Act 2 of this amazing drama of God’s intervention in 
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a foreign land in order to deliver his people from imminent 
destruction. 

 
[Your comments / questions?] 
 

II. Act 2: The Protagonist Revealed: Descendant of Esau Named Haman: 
 

● Esther 3:1-5  
1 After these things did king Ahasuerus promote Haman the son of 
Hammedatha the Agagite, and advanced him, and set his seat above 
all the princes that were with him. 
2 And all the king's servants, that were in the king's gate, bowed, and 
reverenced Haman: for the king had so commanded concerning him. 
But Mordecai bowed not, nor did him reverence. 
3 Then the king's servants, which were in the king's gate, said unto 
Mordecai, Why transgressest thou the king's commandment? 
4 Now it came to pass, when they spake daily unto him, and he 
hearkened not unto them, that they told Haman, to see whether 
Mordecai's matters would stand: for he had told them that he was a 
Jew. 
5 And when Haman saw that Mordecai bowed not, nor did him 
reverence, then was Haman full of wrath. 

 
● Remember who Agag was?  He was a decendent of Amalek and king 

of the Amalekites and who was therefore a decendent of Esau.  That 
should tell us a lot about Haman.  His hatred of the Jews was inbred 
and deep indeed. 

 
● Mordecai from the beginning refused to bow and worship before 

Haman even though the king had commanded it.  Further demands 
were unheeded and when Haman heard of this open rebellion, he 
was filled with anger. 

  
● But Haman’s issues went far beyond this disobedience.  Verse 6 

makes that so plain: 
 

● Insofar as anti-semiticism is often (though not in absolutely every 
case) Satanic (as we have seen so often now in our study of the 
theme of the Seed of the Woman and The Long War Against God), 
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especially in a circumstance such as this where we have read here 
that “Haman sought to destroy all the Jews that were throughout the 
whole kingdom of Ahasuerus, even the people of Mordecai”, Satan is 
clearly at work, right?  But will he succeed this time?  We shall see. 
He has failed so often.  The Lord God has made promises to this 
people and has his own plan of victory as Gen. 3:15 so clearly states.  
 
[READ    ] Esther 3:6-11  
6 And he thought scorn to lay hands on Mordecai alone; for they had 
shewed him the people of Mordecai: wherefore Haman sought to destroy 
all the Jews that were throughout the whole kingdom of Ahasuerus, even 
the people of Mordecai. 
7 In the first month, that is, the month Nisan, in the twelfth year of king 
Ahasuerus, they cast Pur, that is, the lot, before Haman from day to day, 
and from month to month, to the twelfth month, that is, the month Adar. 
8 And Haman said unto king Ahasuerus, There is a certain people 
scattered abroad and dispersed among the people in all the provinces of 
thy kingdom; and their laws are diverse from all people; neither keep they 
the king's laws: therefore it is not for the king's profit to suffer them. 
9 If it please the king, let it be written that they may be destroyed: and I will 
pay ten thousand talents of silver to the hands of those that have the 
charge of the business, to bring it into the king's treasuries. 
10 And the king took his ring from his hand, and gave it unto Haman the 
son of Hammedatha the Agagite, the Jews' enemy. 
11 And the king said unto Haman, The silver is given to thee, the people 
also, to do with them as it seemeth good to thee. 

 
● Haman has been given great power by the king to do his will 

regarding the Jews. 
 

● The death warrant for all Jews is signed by Haman. 
 
Conclusions / Application: 
 

● God’s sovereign will SHALL be accomplished though all the forces of evil 
[and even Satan himself] are aligned against it. 

 
● At this time in Israel’s history, God had already prepared his “pillars of the 

earth”, as it were, though the outlines of the battle were not clearly seen by 
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God’s people or by the heathern nations such as Babylon or Persia (as we 
see here).  In the divine drama before us today, those “pillars” include 
Mordecai and Esther. 

 
● Satan has also prepared his instruments and here we see a man named 

Haman, a descendent of Esau who hates the Jewish people with all of his 
heart.  

 
● But, though Satan’s powers in this world are great indeed, they never can 

compare to the power of the Lord God Almighty.  And, as we shall see in 
our next fellowship, Haman’s (and Satan’s) own pride will lead to his 
downfall and the victory of the Lord God and his people over the evils that 
Satan will unleash in his fury to destroy the people of God and along with 
it, the Seed of the Woman. 

 
● Praise be to God for his great work of redemption and thanks to his name 

for including us in it!  And he is still working today in and through us saints 
of the most high God.  Amen and praise the Lord for the part we can play! 
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