
 

The Long War Against God: 
The Nation Is Delivered Again - by a Faithful Woman  

through the Sovereignty of God! - Part 8 
The Eighth Festival, Purim 

 
Our Theme Verses: 
 
Heb. 10:1 For the law having a shadow of good things to come, [and] not the very 
image of the things, can never with those sacrifices which they offered year by year 
continually make the comers thereunto perfect. 
 
Col. 2:16-17  
16 Let no man therefore judge you in meat, or in drink, or in respect of an holyday, or of 
the new moon, or of the sabbath [days]: 
17 Which are a shadow of things to come; but the body [is] of Christ. 
 
Review: 
 

● We have spent much time in the book of Esther and have seen how at the 
end of the book The Festival of Purim was established as a 
REMEMBRANCE of God’s great and miraculous salvation of the Jews in 
that time.  That festival was commanded to be celebrated yearly “forever” 
as a sacred time of remembrance and reflection on how God will always 
keep his promises regarding the Gen. 3:15 promise regarding the Seed of 
the Woman. We will address that festival today. 

 
● We also looked at the seven so-called “festivals” in the Hebrew calendar in 

our recent fellowships here and saw the considerable details provided in 
Leviticus 23 concerning them. 

These are all found In Leviticus 23 where we find the seven festivals 
outlined in detail (of course, some were “feasts” and some were not at all 
“feasts”).  These “feasts” are required by the Lord God for Israel and divide 
the calendar year into special days and weeks devoted to REMEMBRANCE, 
remembrance of how God worked in their deliverance from Egypt.  These 
all look back to God’s working on behalf of his people Israel but (and this is 
key) then they all also look forward to their Messianic fulfilment in our Lord 
Jesus and his redemptive work on Calvary’s cross.  An additional 
dimension of this “prophetic” dimension in these feasts relates to the 
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coming Millennial (and Messianic) Kingdom, the 1000 year long rule of 
Christ himself on this earth from a throne in Jerusalem.  We have already 
seen, our earlier fellowships, how our Lord Jesus Christ has already 
fulfilled many of these “prophetic” types and parallels in his first coming. 
But more remains and some of these types have not yet been completely 
fulfilled.  Some of the types remain as pointers to the future and that we 
shall consider further today. 

● Last time we saw how God had instituted a New Calendar for his People 
Israel as revealed in Exodus just before God delivered Israel from bondage 
in Egypt: 

 
Ex. 12:1-2  “And the LORD spake unto Moses and Aaron in the land of 
Egypt, saying, This month [shall be] unto you the beginning of 
months: it [shall be] the first month of the year to you.” 
 

● All of Israel’s life religiously from that period forward was therefore 
regulated by this new calendar according to the sacred events prescribed 
there.  Everything in the life of the people was to be governed by feasts and 
holy days as defined there.  The new calendar was a lunar calendar, not a 
solar calendar as most of the nations of the earth observed.  The month, 
being defined by the moon’s phases, began when the New Moon was first 
seen and ended when the Moon disappeared entirely from the sky.  The 
mid point ot the month was always a Full Moon.  But there were always 
adjustments to be made since the exact length of the lunar cycle was not 
exactly 30 days to the hour and minute and no even number of 30 day 
months can ever match exactly the solar year which is a little over 365 days 
in length.  So days and months needed to be added to accomodate that so 
that the special feasts that were focused on the agricultural realities of the 
Jewish people could continue to match the actual seasons of the year. 
Specifically, the 12th month Adar is usually 29 days in length, but it is 30 
days long on a leap year and Adar II, a 29 day extra month is added 7 times 
every 19 years, all to make the lunar and solar calandars to synchronize 
properly.  For the management of this there were some in Israel’s priestly 
class who were dedicated to keeping the calendar “correct”.  

 
○ “Of course such a calendar must be adjusted to keep the year in step with the 

seasons, but so also must our solar calendar, used in most of the world today. The 

difference is that our year is only about a fourth of a day less than the true year of 

the seasons, determined by the sun, whereas the common lunar year of 12 

“moon” months is 10 or 11 days shorter than the true solar year. We adjust our 
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solar-calendar year by letting the error run for 4 years, until a whole day is 

accumulated, which we add as the 29th of February. In the lunar calendar the 

larger error of 10 or 11 days is allowed to run until a month is accumulated; by 

adding a 13th month every 2 or 3 years (7 times in 19 years) this difference is 

compensated for.”  Quotation from biblechronologytimeline.com 

 

○ Now God had, you will remember, established the heavenly markers 
(especially of the sun and the moon) for mankind to always take note 
of, as revealed in Genesis: 

 
Gen. 1:14: “And God said, Let there be lights in the firmament of the 
heaven to divide the day from the night; and let them be for signs, and for 
seasons, and for days, and years.” 
 
This word “seasons” here is the same word used in Lev. 23:4 
regarding the “season” of the Passover.  The word means “sacred 
occasion” or “holy moment”. 

 
○ And so it was for Israel.  Their entire lives were governed by this 

sacred calendar imposed upon them from that day forth. 
 

● The Feasts according to Lev. 23 (and Ex. 13) - Reviewed: 
 

   0.     New Year - 1 Nisan - The Jewish New Year 
I. *** Passover*** - 14 Nisan - (will still be celebrated in the Millennial 

Kingdom, but looking back, not forward!) - 10 Nisan begins the 
preparation for the Passover 

II. Unleavened Bread - 15 Nisan (7 days long) - Fulfilled in the 
Crucifixion 

III. Firstfruits - 16 Nisan - Partially fulfilled in Christ’s Resurrection - 
Completed in the last resurrections before the Kingdom is 
established) 

IV. Pentecost - 6 Sivan - 3rd month - the coming of the Holy Spirit - a 
foreshadowing and then the fulfillment when the kingdom is 
established 

V. Trumpets - 1 Tisri - 7th month - at Second coming 
VI. Day of Atonement - 10 Tisri - ??  When full redemption is provided to 

all God’s saints, whether resurrected or entrants directly from the 
Great Tribulation 

VII. ***Tabernacles*** - 15 Tisri - The 1000 Kingdom itself 
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○ But we know that for Israel it bacame little more than religious ritual. 

Perhaps that is the essential meaning of Paul’s words used so often 
in his epistles where he says the Law was a “burden” and a “curse”. 
Inherently it was not such in itself, but when the flesh took hold of it 
that was the consequence, failure, self condemnation, and defeat. 

 
○ Then, we may rightly ask, did God intend for these ceremonies and 

rituals to be honored also throughout the 1000 year kingdom?  And if 
so, why?  We have already seen that he did command them to be 
obeyed by all Israel even throughout the Millennial Kingdom. 

 
● Understanding this requires that we distinguish between religious works 

devoid of faith and a faithful service that is based on the work of Christ that 
was accomplished in his atonement.  Comprehending that distinction 
enables us to understand “the spiritual” meaning of those ceremonial 
activities and makes all the difference. 

 
● We specifically focused on the Passover and read from Isaiah 53 where the 

great Old Testament prophet Isaiah wrote of Israel's Savior as a lamb. 
Quite clearly, many New Testament scripture references declare that this 
type was fulflled in the death of our Lord as the Lamb of God that taketh 
away the sins of the world is so clear. You will remember the words well: 

Is. 53:6-7  

6 All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his 
own way; and the LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of us all. 

7 He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his 
mouth: he is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep 
before her shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his mouth. 

○ We must conclude that these types and their fulfillment in the plan of 
Almighty God are very important indeed.  This one, the Passover, 
and the next one (chronologically), the Feast of Unleavened Bread 
(this one represents the crucifixion of our Lord Jesus), have been so 
gloriously fulfilled.  And in many scriptures the children of Israel are 
to commemorate, to remember this sacrifice, even in the Kingdom 
itself (Ezek. 40:39-42 & 43:18-46:24, Is. 56:7 & 66:20-23, Jer. 33:18 and 
Zech. 14:16-20).  
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○ I will remind you of only one in Jeremiah 33, the great “new 
covenant” section of that book: 

 
Jer. 33:17-22  
17 For thus saith the LORD; David shall never want a man to sit upon the 
throne of the house of Israel; 
18 Neither shall the priests the Levites want a man before me to offer 
burnt offerings, and to kindle meat offerings, and to do sacrifice 
continually. 
19 And the word of the LORD came unto Jeremiah, saying, 
20 Thus saith the LORD; If ye can break my covenant of the day, and my 
covenant of the night, and that there should not be day and night in their 
season; 
21 [Then] may also my covenant be broken with David my servant, that he 
should not have a son to reign upon his throne; and with the Levites the 
priests, my ministers. 
22 As the host of heaven cannot be numbered, neither the sand of the sea 
measured: so will I multiply the seed of David my servant, and the Levites 
that minister unto me. 
 

● This certainly has not been fulfilled to the current day.  Jewish 
history does in no way confirm the historical truth of it.  We are 
forced to conclude that even AFTER the death, burial and 
resurrection of our Lord Jesus, Israel’s Messiah, even after those 
O.T. type pointing forward to to Messiah have been fulfilled, even 
then the sacrificial system would be continued! 

 
● Well, in Lev. 23 it is made clear that these holy days were to be 

continued “forever”.  The language there make it so clear. 
○ V. 14 re. Firstfuits - always (“olam”) 
○ V. 21 re. Pentecost - always (“olam”) 
○ V. 31 re. Atonement - forever (“olam”) 
○ V. 41 re. Tabernacles - forever (“olam”) 

 
● And so, scripture confirms that these festival would continue in the 

Kingdom itself.  A number of them are mentioned specifically in 
prophecy including The Feast of Passover and the Feast of 
Tabernacles (see, for example, Ez. 45:21-25 & Zech. 14:16, 18, 19. 
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● This brings us finally to our subject for today, the Festival of Lots or 
Purim (meaning “lots”) . . . , for seven Festivals each year were not 
enough for the Lord - he want an additional one, the eighth. 

 
I. A Final Festival is Added, Making Eight -  Purim 

 
We learned in our studies in Esther that Mordecai & Esther, co-regents, as 
it were, in the Persian kingdom of Ahasuarus, once the children of Israel 
had been delivered from Haman’s death warrant by the powerful and 
redeeming hand of God himself, proclaimed a festival to be celebrated on a 
specific date in the calendar, AFTER the last festival, the Festival of 
Tabernacles.  We read of that in Esther chapters 9: 
 
[READ   ] Est. 9:20-24  
20 And Mordecai wrote these things, and sent letters unto all the Jews that 
[were] in all the provinces of the king Ahasuerus, [both] nigh and far, 
21 To stablish [this] among them, that they should keep the fourteenth day 
of the month Adar, and the fifteenth day of the same, yearly, 
22 As the days wherein the Jews rested from their enemies, and the month 
which was turned unto them from sorrow to joy, and from mourning into a 
good day: that they should make them days of feasting and joy, and of 
sending portions one to another, and gifts to the poor. 
23 And the Jews undertook to do as they had begun, and as Mordecai had 
written unto them; 
24 Because Haman the son of Hammedatha, the Agagite, the enemy of all 
the Jews, had devised against the Jews to destroy them, and had cast Pur, 
that [is], the lot, to consume them, and to destroy them; 
 
[READ   ] Est. 9:25-28 
25 But when [Esther] came before the king, he commanded by letters that his 
wicked device, which he devised against the Jews, should return upon his own 
head, and that he and his sons should be hanged on the gallows. 
26 Wherefore they called these days Purim after the name of Pur. Therefore for 
all the words of this letter, and [of that] which they had seen concerning this 
matter, and which had come unto them, 
27 The Jews ordained, and took upon them, and upon their seed, and upon 
all such as joined themselves unto them, so as it should not fail, that they 
would keep these two days according to their writing, and according to 
their [appointed] time every year; 
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28 And [that] these days [should be] remembered and kept throughout 
every generation, every family, every province, and every city; and [that] 
these days of Purim should not fail from among the Jews, nor the memorial 
of them perish from their seed. 
 
[READ   ] Est. 9:29-32 
29 Then Esther the queen, the daughter of Abihail, and Mordecai the Jew, 
wrote with all authority, to confirm this second letter of Purim. 
30 And he sent the letters unto all the Jews, to the hundred twenty and 
seven provinces of the kingdom of Ahasuerus, [with] words of peace and 
truth, 
31 To confirm these days of Purim in their times [appointed], according as 
Mordecai the Jew and Esther the queen had enjoined them, and as they 
had decreed for themselves and for their seed, the matters of the fastings 
and their cry. 
32 And the decree of Esther confirmed these matters of Purim; and it was 
written in the book. 

 
Today I want to consider the meaning of that festival, for it is profound and 
prophetically significant as you might expect, after having studied the book 
of Esther here so carefully these last weeks. 

 
II. The Meaning of the Purim Festival 

 
● What are the key features of the book of Esther? 

○ Haman reveals himself presenting himself as “a god” 
○ Mordecai refused to bow and worship Haman 
○ Esther is positioned as queen through a sequence of very 

dramatic events 
○ Mordecai is honored, equally through very significant events 
○ Haman is executed 
○ Mordecai and Esther are made co-regents 
○ A new self-defense edict is made to give the Jews deliverance 
○ Purim is established 

 
● What does “purim” mean? It means “lot”!  You remember well how 

Haman had determined the “proper” day for the Jews to be 
destroyed, by the casting of Lots. . . So this is a celebration of God’s 
sovereign rule over. 
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● What does the festival of Purim communcate to the participants? 

○ Remember the sacred calendar leading up to Purim end in the 
seventh month, the month Tisri, with the Feast of Trumpets 
occuring on the 1st of that month, the Day of Atonement 
following on the 10th of the month and the Feast of 
Tabernacles beginning on the 15th of the same month.  
 
Tabernacles clearly is intended to be fulfilled when the 
children of Israel finally receive the fullness of their earthly 
kningdom promises in the promised and long awaited 1000 
year Kingdom itself. 

 
But then, Festival #8, Purim, is established AFTER 
Tabernacles . . . , on the 14th and 15th days of the TWELFTH 
MONTH, ADAR! 

 
● The duration and extent of the celebration of Purim: 

 
Esther 9:28 And [that] these days [should be] remembered and kept 
throughout every generation, every family, every province, and every city; 
and [that] these days of Purim should not fail from among the Jews, nor 
the memorial of them perish from their seed. (even stronger than the 
Leviticus 23 verses where “olam” is used.  Here it is a negative with 
a time word, denying the end of the regimen) 
 

○ First note here that Purim is AFTER Tabernacles and 
Tabernacles will be fulfilled therefore in the Millennial 
Kingdom itself.  We conclude at the minimum that any 
prophetic meaning of this feast must relate to the Millennial 
reign of Christ and most likely to the end of that 1000 year 
reign.  When the period of the Tabernacles ends (at the end of 
the Kingdom), then the Purim period can begin.  But what 
might that meaning be? 

 
○ Note that in Esther Purim has everything to do with Israel’s 

and the Lord’s victory over Haman who is a type of Anti-Christ, 
the False Prophet, and the Beast.  They are Satan’s tools 
during the Great Tribulation period leading up to the second 
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coming od Christ and the establishing of the Kingdom.  They 
all are defeated, however, by Christ at his Second coming, at 
which point according to Revelation 19:19-20,  

 
Rev. 19:19-20  
19 And I saw the beast, and the kings of the earth, and their 
armies, gathered together to make war against him that sat on the 
horse, and against his army. 
20 And the beast was taken, and with him the false prophet that 
wrought miracles before him, with which he deceived them that had 
received the mark of the beast, and them that worshipped his 
image. These both were cast alive into a lake of fire burning with 
brimstone. 

 
But this is not the end of the story, for the next three verses 
give us the insight we need for understanding Purim: 

 
Rev. 20:1-3  
1 And I saw an angel come down from heaven, having the key of 
the bottomless pit and a great chain in his hand. 
2 And he laid hold on the dragon, that old serpent, which is the 
Devil, and Satan, and bound him a thousand years, 
3 And cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a 
seal upon him, that he should deceive the nations no more, till the 
thousand years should be fulfilled: and after that he must be 
loosed a little season. 
 
And then a few verses later, the culmination of the story: 
 
[READ   ] Rev. 20:7-10  
7 And when the thousand years are expired, Satan shall be loosed 
out of his prison, 
8 And shall go out to deceive the nations which are in the four 
quarters of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them together to 
battle: the number of whom [is] as the sand of the sea. 
9 And they went up on the breadth of the earth, and compassed the 
camp of the saints about, and the beloved city: and fire came down 
from God out of heaven, and devoured them. 
10 And the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire 
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and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet [are], and 
shall be tormented day and night for ever and ever. 
 
So, at the end of the 1000 year reign of Christ Satan’s released 
from his prison and deceives the nations to surround and 
attack the holy City and the people of Israel yet again. 

 
○ Could Purim’s fulfillment have then to do with Satan’s final 

destruction???  And, there may be another dimension to this 
as well.  Remember when the Amalekites did to Israel (Ex. 
17:14; Deut. 25:19)?  The commandment was to destroy the 
Amalekites utterly, but you will remember that Saul failed to do 
this to his own destruction (1 Sam. 15:3).  But God also gave 
prophecies through Moses, through Balaam, and many other 
prophets regarding the coming Millennial Kingdom and 
Israel’s part in it. 

 
○ Some of these prophecies were surely fulfilled in large 

measure when Haman was executed and Israel destroyed the 
Amalekites.  However, like the other Festivals and Feasts, 
although Purim is a Remembrance Celebration, it also points 
forward to what is yet to come.  And if so, the Amalekites of 
the Old Testament would have a counterpart in the Millennial 
Kingdom.  From Revelation 20, it would seem that that 
counterpart would be the nations Satan gathers together 
against Israel after his release at the end of the Kingdom. 

 
○ Just three scriptures come to mind regarding the ultimate 

destruction of the Amalekites: 
 

Ex. 17:13-16  
13 And Joshua discomfited Amalek and his people with the edge of 
the sword. 
14 And the LORD said unto Moses, Write this [for] a memorial in a 
book, and rehearse [it] in the ears of Joshua: for I will utterly put 
out the remembrance of Amalek from under heaven. 
15 And Moses built an altar, and called the name of it Jehovahnissi: 
16 For he said, Because the LORD hath sworn [that] the LORD 
[will have] war with Amalek from generation to generation. 

10 



 

 
Num. 24:13-20  
13 If Balak would give me his house full of silver and gold, I cannot 
go beyond the commandment of the LORD, to do [either] good or 
bad of mine own mind; [but] what the LORD saith, that will I speak? 
14 And now, behold, I go unto my people: come [therefore, and] I 
will advertise thee what this people shall do to thy people in the 
latter days. 
15 And he took up his parable, and said, Balaam the son of 
Beor hath said, and the man whose eyes are open hath said: 
16 He hath said, which heard the words of God, and knew the 
knowledge of the most High, [which] saw the vision of the 
Almighty, falling [into a trance], but having his eyes open: 
17 I shall see him, but not now: I shall behold him, but not 
nigh: there shall come a Star out of Jacob, and a Sceptre shall 
rise out of Israel, and shall smite the corners of Moab, and 
destroy all the children of Sheth. 
18 And Edom shall be a possession, Seir also shall be a 
possession for his enemies; and Israel shall do valiantly. 
19 Out of Jacob shall come he that shall have dominion, and 
shall destroy him that remaineth of the city. 
20 And when he looked on Amalek, he took up his parable, and 
said, Amalek [was] the first of the nations; but his latter end 
[shall be] that he perish for ever. 
 
[READ   ] Deut. 25:19 Therefore it shall be, when the LORD thy 
God hath given thee rest from all thine enemies round about, 
in the land which the LORD thy God giveth thee [for] an 
inheritance to possess it, [that] thou shalt blot out the 
remembrance of Amalek from under heaven; thou shalt not 
forget [it]. 

 
● Finally, what conclusions, if any, may be reasonably drawn about the 

timing of all of this.  Is the word of God specific on this also, 
perhaps? 

 
○ There are many statements, especially in Daniel and in 

Revelation, regarding exact timeframes. 
○ Many time frames are enumerated there for 1260 days (“time, 
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times, and a half time”, or, three and a half years), 1290 days (3 
½ years plus one lunar month of 30 days), 42 months, etc. 

○ There is much evidence that God works on his prophetic plan 
(and his schedule) even “according to the day”.  

 
○ For example: 

■ “On the selfsame day” -  
 

Ex. 12:40-41  
40 Now the sojourning of the children of Israel, who dwelt in 
Egypt, [was] four hundred and thirty years. 
41 And it came to pass at the end of the four hundred 
and thirty years, even the selfsame day it came to pass, 
that all the hosts of the LORD went out from the land of 
Egypt. 

 
■ So it is only to be expected that the prophetic 

significance of the Feasts of the Lord and of his sacred 
calendar would perfectly match.  But can we know today 
exactly HOW they match?  That is really a profound 
question.  In our next meeting, Lord willing, we will 
consider that question specifically - can the Festival of 
Purim and the exact details of the Hebrew calendar, be 
used to set even the very dates of these events in 
Israel’s future? 

 
III. A Final Conclusions Regarding Purim (for us today) 

 
● For those of us living in the Dispensation of the Grace of God, the 

Hebrew calendar including the feasts and special seasons have a 
meaning defined by the apostle Paul in his letter to the Colossians: 

 
Col 2:16-17  
16 Let no man therefore judge you in meat, or in drink, or in respect 
of an holyday, or of the new moon, or of the sabbath [days]: 
17 Which are a shadow of things to come; but the body [is] of Christ. 
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● In 1 Corinthians the apostle also makes a powerful statement 
regarding Israel’s feasts where he writes with reference to the 
Passover: 
 
1 Cor. 5:6-8  
6 Your glorying [is] not good. Know ye not that a little leaven leaveneth the 
whole lump? 
7 Purge out therefore the old leaven, that ye may be a new lump, as ye 
are unleavened. For even Christ our passover is sacrificed for us: 
8 Therefore let us keep the feast, not with old leaven, neither with the 
leaven of malice and wickedness; but with the unleavened [bread] of 
sincerity and truth. 

 
● So Israel’s feasts and special days, even the Hebrew calendar itself, 

has no literal applicability to us, the members of the Body of Christ. 
But there are SPIRITUAL IMPLICATIONS nevertheless, Paul writes. 
He exhorts us to “keep the feast”, not by participating in the events 
themselves along with unbelieving Jews, but rather, to honor the 
principle of them in our lives as a whole, as unblemished, and 
authentic to the truth of grace and the finished work of Christ.  And 
so shall we do, if we want to “imitate Paul” properly.  Amen and 
amen. 

 
● Two further scripture references from Hebrews should illustrate this 

teaching of the apostle well: 
 

Heb. 10:1 For the law having a shadow of good things to come, [and] not 
the very image of the things, can never with those sacrifices which they 
offered year by year continually make the comers thereunto perfect. 
 
Heb. 7:19 For the law made nothing perfect, but the bringing in of a better 
hope [did]; by the which we draw nigh unto God. 
 
Draw nigh unto God, beloved!  Our “better hope” is so superior to 
Israel’s hope under the Mosaic Covenant, is it not? 
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