
 
 

The Long War Against God: 
The Nation Is Delivered Again - by a Faithful Woman  

through the Sovereignty of God! - Part 3 
 
Theme Verses: 
 
Gen. 3:15 And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed 
and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel. 
 
Pro. 16:33 The lot is cast into the lap; but the whole disposing thereof [is] of the LORD. 
 
1 Cor. 4:9  For I think that God hath set forth us the apostles last, as it were appointed 
to death: for we are made a spectacle unto the world, and to angels, and to men. 
  
Review: 
 

● For nearly a year now we have been focused here on Satan’s Long War 
Against God and how he has used every available means to thwart God’s 
plan through the Seed of the Woman promised in Gen. 3:15.  Indeed, that 
plan would, he well knew, lead to his destruction.  And if he could only 
destroy the Royal Line, he will have succeeded! 

 
● For a while now, 1 Sam. 2:8 has been a key verse for us here in this 

fellowship.   “He raiseth up the poor out of the dust, and lifteth up the beggar 
from the dunghill, to set them among princes, and to make them inherit the 
throne of glory: for the pillars of the earth are the LORD'S, and he hath set the 
world upon them.” 

 
● Hannah’s song there did not contradict God’s plan for the Seed of the 

Woman for Hannah’s song was indeed prophetic, but God had also 
promised to judge Israel’s kings and the nation itself and did so in 722 B.C. 
in the Assyrian Captivity for the Northern Kingdom and in 605 B.C. with the 
Babylonian Captivity of the Southern Kingdom. 

 
● In process of time, Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon was given victory 

over Judah and her kings and princes, thousands of her people, soldiers 
and even artisans were taken into captivity in Babylon (2 Kings 24:10-16) 

 
● Eleven years later even the temple was burned and the people as a whole 
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were carried off into captivity with only a small number left in the land to 
farm and care for the vineyards (2 Kings 25:2-21) 

 
● A significant portion of the seventy years of bondage of the children of 

Israel prophesied by Jeremiah (see chapter 29) has been fulfilled and in 
God’s timing eventually Nebuchadnezzar and the Babylonians were 
conquered by the Persians.  During this time of transition, the stage was 
set for the Esther-related events to unfold: 
 

○ We have seen how the book of Esther is really a four act drama of 
great significance for the nation of Israel.  We have now looked in 
detail to all four acts of this drama.  Today we will add the Epilogue, 
a portion of scripture of great significance, not only for Israel and 
their future blessings in the land of promise during the 1000 year 
kingdom, but also, as we shall see in our next meeting, for us as 
well. The Festival of Purim, which arose out of the circumstances we 
find revealed in the book of Esther, is still celebrated by Jews today. 
As we shall see, this yearly celebration by the Jews has a profound 
prophetic meaning for Israel and for all mankind as well. 

 
○ The stage was therefore set for the continuing of God’s sovereign 

work in preserving the nation when a man named Haman, a 
Canaanite (a descendant of Agag!), was in Persia set above all the 
princes of the kingdom, second in power and glory only to the king 
himself.  In fact, Haman received worship from the Persian people as 
a “little God” and required that everyone bow before him as if he 
were God himself.  Mordecai had refused to bow before him and in 
his anger against Mordecai and the Jews in general, he proposed an 
ordinance whereby all the Jews in the kingdom would be killed 
(Esther 3:10-13). 

 
● The four acts of this great drama may be described in this way: 

 
○ Act 1: The Preparation for Deliverance through a Faithful Jewish Man 

Named Mordecai and a Faithful Jewish Woman Named Esther 
 

■ In some ways this is the theme of this entire book:  God is 
always preparing his people for his great work on this earth 
and Esther and Mordecai are the “men and women for all 
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seasons” as it were here. 
 

○ Act 2:  The Protagonist Revealed, a Descendant of Esau Named 
Haman  

 
■ You will remember Agag, whom Saul spared and Samuel 

executed in obedience to God’s command.  A descendant of 
Agag, a man named Haman takes the center stage in several 
middle chapters in this book.  He determines to have all the 
Jews killed and specifically Mordecai whom he especially 
despises, a Jew who sits in the gate of the king’s house and 
who seems to have gained great favor with the king. 

 
○ Act 3: God Provides Deliverance Through His Chosen Ones, The 

Pillars of the Earth 
 

■ Due to the matter of the rebellion that was put down by 
Mordecai’s role as informant and Esther’s role and the new 
queen, a queen who has a father that is now seen by the king 
in the most positive light possible, the story unfolds. . . 
Haman now makes his move not knowing that he will be 
destroyed through his own boastful arrogance. 

 
■ Mordecai’s challenge to Esther was simply this: 

 
[READ   ] Esther 4:13-14 [Mordecai exhorts Esther regarding 
her part in this great work of God now reaching its climax] 
13 Then Mordecai commanded to answer Esther, Think not with 
thyself that thou shalt escape in the king's house, more than 
all the Jews. 
14 For if thou altogether holdest thy peace at this time, then shall 
there enlargement and deliverance arise to the Jews from another 
place; but thou and thy father's house shall be destroyed: and who 
knoweth whether thou art come to the kingdom for such a time 
as this? 

 
■ What an amazing and so prophetic a statement indeed from 

Mordecai’s lips this is. 
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■ Esther’s response to Mordecai’s challenge is so simple and 
yet so profound: 

 
Esther 4:15-17 
15 Then Esther bade them return Mordecai this answer, 
16 Go, gather together all the Jews that are present in 
Shushan, and fast ye for me, and neither eat nor drink three 
days, night or day: I also and my maidens will fast likewise; 
and so will I go in unto the king, which is not according to the 
law: and if I perish, I perish. 
17 So Mordecai went his way, and did according to all that Esther 
had commanded him. 

 
○ God now works through Esther to deliver the nation through a 

remarkable turn of events and Haman is executed instead of 
Mordecai.  This ended Act 3 of this divine drama.  The Lord God, 
working behind the scenes, through the Pillars of the Earth, and even 
in the lost Persians minds and hearts, from Haman to the king 
himself, has turned the tables entirely against Satan’s plan for the 
total destruction of the Jews.  But there is much more to this story 
yet to unfold.  In Act 4, God Deliveres His People Through His 
Chosen Ones, The Pillars of the Earth, and Esther and Mordecai 
again take the center stage. 

 
○ But, as we saw, carefully reading chapter 7, verses 5 & 6, 8:3ff, etc., 

Haman’s execution order for the Jews was not actually cancelled 
though Esther had pleaded with the king in that regard.   For in the 
customs of the day, a king’s edicts can never be changed once 
declared.  But as we also saw in our last fellowship, a king may issue 
a new proclamation and that is what occured here.  Now the Jews are 
given the right of self defense to kill any that come against them and 
to take their property!  What an amazing reversal indeed and that will 
be our starting place today as we finish up our study in Esther: 

 
I. The Profound Meaning of the “Pur” (Esther 3 & Isaiah 47) 

 
● The die is cast, one might have thought.  Surely it seemed that way 

to the Jews in Persia when Mordecai and Esther took the center 
stage in this blessed account of how God worked in the waning days 
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of the captivity of the Jewish people in Babylon and Persia. . . 
 

● But the Lord God had a different plan altogether than what had 
appeared to the people, including God’s chosen servants, these who 
are truly “the pillars of the earth”, raised up by God. 

 
 

Esther 3:1-10  
1 After these things did king Ahasuerus promote Haman the son of 
Hammedatha the Agagite, and advanced him, and set his seat above 
all the princes that [were] with him. 
2 And all the king's servants, that [were] in the king's gate, bowed, 
and reverenced Haman: for the king had so commanded concerning 
him. But Mordecai bowed not, nor did [him] reverence. 
3 Then the king's servants, which [were] in the king's gate, said unto 
Mordecai, Why transgressest thou the king's commandment? 
4 Now it came to pass, when they spake daily unto him, and he hearkened 
not unto them, that they told Haman, to see whether Mordecai's matters 
would stand: for he had told them that he [was] a Jew. 
5 And when Haman saw that Mordecai bowed not, nor did him 
reverence, then was Haman full of wrath. 
6 And he thought scorn to lay hands on Mordecai alone; for they had 
shewed him the people of Mordecai: wherefore Haman sought to destroy 
all the Jews that [were] throughout the whole kingdom of Ahasuerus, 
[even] the people of Mordecai. 
7 In the first month, that [is], the month Nisan, in the twelfth year of 
king Ahasuerus, they cast Pur, that [is], the lot, before Haman from 
day to day, and from month to month, [to] the twelfth [month], that 
[is], the month Adar. 
8 And Haman said unto king Ahasuerus, There is a certain people 
scattered abroad and dispersed among the people in all the provinces of 
thy kingdom; and their laws [are] diverse from all people; neither keep they 
the king's laws: therefore it [is] not for the king's profit to suffer them. 
9 If it please the king, let it be written that they may be destroyed: and I will 
pay ten thousand talents of silver to the hands of those that have the 
charge of the business, to bring [it] into the king's treasuries. 
10 And the king took his ring from his hand, and gave it unto Haman the 
son of Hammedatha the Agagite, the Jews' enemy. 
. . . 
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12 Then were the king's scribes called on the thirteenth day of the 
first month, and there was written according to all that Haman had 
commanded unto the king's lieutenants, and to the governors that 
[were] over every province, and to the rulers of every people of every 
province according to the writing thereof, and [to] every people after 
their language; in the name of king Ahasuerus was it written, and 
sealed with the king's ring. 
. . . 
13 And the letters were sent by posts into all the king's provinces, to 
destroy, to kill, and to cause to perish, all Jews, both young and old, 
little children and women, in one day, [even] upon the thirteenth 
[day] of the twelfth month, which is the month Adar, and [to take] the 
spoil of them for a prey. 
 

● Isn’t it interesting how Haman here is a type of Satan himself. 
There is so much to this that it would take us all of today and 
next week’s fellowship as well to consider it in all of its detail, 
but I am sure you see the parallels clearly already. 

● Mordecai will not bow and worship Haman and this has 
incurred his deadly wrath. 

● So the order was given that Mordecai and all Jews would be 
killed.  The order is written and sent out during the 
preparations for the Passover, as it turns out, on the 13th day 
of Nisan (Passover is on the 14th day, the very next day. This 
is so interesting. 

● The destruction order was to be carried out at the end of the 
year in the last month, the month Adar.  

● I think all of these dates were chosen by the lot, by the “pur”. 
This is a profound consideration which we will speak more 
about in our next fellowship, Lord willing.  

 
[READ   ] Is. 47:10-13  
7 And thou saidst, I shall be a lady for ever: [so] that thou didst not lay 
these [things] to thy heart, neither didst remember the latter end of it. 
8 Therefore hear now this, [thou that art] given to pleasures, that dwellest 
carelessly, that sayest in thine heart, I [am], and none else beside me; I 
shall not sit [as] a widow, neither shall I know the loss of children: 
9 But these two [things] shall come to thee in a moment in one day, the 
loss of children, and widowhood: they shall come upon thee in their 
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perfection for the multitude of thy sorceries, [and] for the great abundance 
of thine enchantments. 
10 For thou hast trusted in thy wickedness: thou hast said, None 
seeth me. Thy wisdom and thy knowledge, it hath perverted thee; 
and thou hast said in thine heart, I [am], and none else beside me. 
11 Therefore shall evil come upon thee; thou shalt not know from 
whence it riseth: and mischief shall fall upon thee; thou shalt not be 
able to put it off: and desolation shall come upon thee suddenly, 
[which] thou shalt not know. 
12 Stand now with thine enchantments, and with the multitude of thy 
sorceries, wherein thou hast laboured from thy youth; if so be thou 
shalt be able to profit, if so be thou mayest prevail. 
13 Thou art wearied in the multitude of thy counsels. Let now the 
astrologers, the stargazers, the monthly prognosticators, stand up, 
and save thee from [these things] that shall come upon thee. 
14 Behold, they shall be as stubble; the fire shall burn them; they shall not 
deliver themselves from the power of the flame: [there shall] not [be] a 
coal to warm at, [nor] fire to sit before it. 
15 Thus shall they be unto thee with whom thou hast laboured, [even] thy 
merchants, from thy youth: they shall wander every one to his quarter; 
none shall save thee. 

 
● So easily the “die was cast”, as it were, by Haman, Satan’s tool in 

Persia.  But little did Haman and the Persians know that God hated 
their perverse “sorceries” and would eventually bring them to 
destruction.  When they were at the height of their power and beauty, 
the seeds of their destruction were already sown, but they knew little 
of it . . .  The Isaiah passage is so powerful in this regard, that 
Satan’s and his world’s deceptions are so powerful with man -- but 
underneath is God working to accomplish his mighty purpose: 

 
Verse 13: Thou art wearied in the multitude of thy counsels. Let now the 
astrologers, the stargazers, the monthly prognosticators, stand up, and 
save thee from [these things] that shall come upon thee. 
 
The “pur” was the “lot”.  The ancient peoples of the world has been 
thoroughly deceived by the Satanic perversions of God given signs 
and wonders, that they had what amounted to a lottery every day it 
seems in the king’s court! 
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● Remember Lucifer and his fall from heaven’s glory (Isaiah 14 & 

Ezekiel 28)?  Haman is truly a type of Satan in this historical account, 
isn’t he?  The parallels here are so profound. 

 
● Now God did use lots in Israel’s history on occasion, but it was not 

to be misused.  Haman and the Persians misused it and incurred the 
wrath of Almighty God in the process. 

 
Prov. 16:33 The lot is cast into the lap; but the whole disposing thereof [is] 
of the LORD. 

 
II. The Deliverance Is Provided (Esther 8) 

 
[READ   ] Esther 8:7-8; 10-11  
7 Then the king Ahasuerus said unto Esther the queen and to Mordecai the 
Jew, Behold, I have given Esther the house of Haman, and him they have 
hanged upon the gallows, because he laid his hand upon the Jews. 
8 Write ye also for the Jews, as it liketh you, in the king's name, and seal [it] 
with the king's ring: for the writing which is written in the king's name, and 
sealed with the king's ring, may no man reverse. 
 
9 Then were the king's scribes called at that time in the third month, that [is], the 
month Sivan, on the three and twentieth [day] thereof; and it was written 
according to all that Mordecai commanded unto the Jews, and to the lieutenants, 
and the deputies and rulers of the provinces which [are] from India unto Ethiopia, 
an hundred twenty and seven provinces, unto every province according to the 
writing thereof, and unto every people after their language, and to the Jews 
according to their writing, and according to their language. 
 
10 And he wrote in the king Ahasuerus' name, and sealed [it] with the 
king's ring, and sent letters by posts on horseback, [and] riders on mules, 
camels, [and] young dromedaries: 
11 Wherein the king granted the Jews which [were] in every city to gather 
themselves together, and to stand for their life, to destroy, to slay, and to 
cause to perish, all the power of the people and province that would 
assault them, [both] little ones and women, and [to take] the spoil of them 
for a prey, 
12 Upon one day in all the provinces of king Ahasuerus, [namely], upon the 
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thirteenth [day] of the twelfth month, which [is] the month Adar. 
13 The copy of the writing for a commandment to be given in every province 
[was] published unto all people, and that the Jews should be ready against that 
day to avenge themselves on their enemies. 
14 [So] the posts that rode upon mules [and] camels went out, being 
hastened and pressed on by the king's commandment. And the decree was 
given at Shushan the palace. 
15 And Mordecai went out from the presence of the king in royal apparel of 
blue and white, and with a great crown of gold, and with a garment of fine 
linen and purple: and the city of Shushan rejoiced and was glad. 
16 The Jews had light, and gladness, and joy, and honour. 
17 And in every province, and in every city, whithersoever the king's 
commandment and his decree came, the Jews had joy and gladness, a 
feast and a good day. And many of the people of the land became Jews; for 
the fear of the Jews fell upon them. 

 
● What a blessing indeed this was.  The Jews has been reprieved from 

the sentence of death that had been upon them due to Haman’s 
decree.  Their bondage has been replaced with liberty, their sadness 
and grief with the prospect soon coming, was replaced with “light, 
and gladness, and joy, and honour”.  

 
● And so will it be some day, yet future, when all of this will be fulfilled 

prophetically as well.  God is not finished with the children of Israel 
yet, praise his name! 

 
● But note well that Haman’s decree has not been cancelled at all.  It 

still is a valid commandment sealed with the king’s ring!  But now 
the deliverance of Almighty God has been declared.  It’s provision hs 
been proclaimed!  The warfare remains but the victory is assured. 
As the children of God act to defend themselves from the attacks of 
the enemy, God will be with them to give victory.  

 
● The enemy will be destroyed and will be destroyed completely.  But 

the victory will be the Lord’s!  Amen.  What a blessing it is to 
consider this remarkable turn of events. 

 
III. Epilogue, Scene 1: The Deliverance is Accomplished (Esther 9:1-16) 
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[READ   ] Esther 9:2-5  
1 Now in the twelfth month, that is, the month Adar, on the thirteenth day of the 
same, when the king's commandment and his decree drew near to be put in 
execution, in the day that the enemies of the Jews hoped to have power over 
them, (though it was turned to the contrary, that the Jews had rule over them that 
hated them;) 
2 The Jews gathered themselves together in their cities throughout all the 
provinces of the king Ahasuerus, to lay hand on such as sought their hurt: 
and no man could withstand them; for the fear of them fell upon all people. 
3 And all the rulers of the provinces, and the lieutenants, and the deputies, 
and officers of the king, helped the Jews; because the fear of Mordecai fell 
upon them. 
4 For Mordecai was great in the king's house, and his fame went out 
throughout all the provinces: for this man Mordecai waxed greater and 
greater. 
5 Thus the Jews smote all their enemies with the stroke of the sword, and 
slaughter, and destruction, and did what they would unto those that hated 
them. 
6 And in Shushan the palace the Jews slew and destroyed five hundred 
men. 
7 And Parshandatha, and Dalphon, and Aspatha, 
8 And Poratha, and Adalia, and Aridatha, 
9 And Parmashta, and Arisai, and Aridai, and Vajezatha, 
10 The ten sons of Haman the son of Hammedatha, the enemy of the Jews, slew 
they; but on the spoil laid they not their hand. 
11 On that day the number of those that were slain in Shushan the palace was 
brought before the king. 
12 And the king said unto Esther the queen, The Jews have slain and 
destroyed five hundred men in Shushan the palace, and the ten sons of 
Haman; what have they done in the rest of the king's provinces? now what 
is thy petition? and it shall be granted thee: or what is thy request further? 
and it shall be done. 
13 Then said Esther, If it please the king, let it be granted to the Jews which 
are in Shushan to do to morrow also according unto this day's decree, and 
let Haman's ten sons be hanged upon the gallows. 
14 And the king commanded it so to be done: and the decree was given at 
Shushan; and they hanged Haman's ten sons. 
15 For the Jews that were in Shushan gathered themselves together on the 
fourteenth day also of the month Adar, and slew three hundred men at Shushan; 
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but on the prey they laid not their hand. [“prey” = “spoil”, cf. verse 10, same 
word] 
16 But the other Jews that were in the king's provinces gathered themselves 
together, and stood for their lives, and had rest from their enemies, and slew of 
their foes seventy and five thousand, but they laid not their hands on the prey, 
[compare verse 15] 

 
● So the enemy of the people, Haman, and his ten sons were destroyed 

instead of the children of Israel.  Also, all those who came against 
the Jews in accord with Haman’s ruling were also destroyed in the 
battle that was fought on the 13th and on the 14th day of Adar, 
exactly one month, 30 days, before the feast of the Passover. 

 
● But isn’t it interesting that the Jews needed to be faithfully part of the 

solution here.  If they did not defend themselves, the enemy would 
be victorious.  Blood needed to be shed here just as in the Exodus 
account of God’s deliverance of the people from Egypt.  In this case 
it was the blood of God’s and the Jew’s enemies that was shed. 

 
● So there was much to be thankful to God for as these events 

unfolded there in Persia on the fateful days of 13 & 14 Adar.  But it 
was not a fateful day except for Israel’s enemies.  God worked to 
deliver his people again from imminent destruction as he had done 
so often before.  And when the warfare had ended, the time of 
feasting and gladness could begin . . . 
 

IV. Epilogue, Scene 2: The Deliverance is Celebrated (Esther 9:17-32) 
 

● The time of feasting and celebration had finally come: 
 
17 On the thirteenth day of the month Adar; and on the fourteenth day of the 
same rested they, and made it a day of feasting and gladness. 
18 But the Jews that were at Shushan assembled together on the thirteenth day 
thereof, and on the fourteenth thereof; and on the fifteenth day of the same they 
rested, and made it a day of feasting and gladness. 
19 Therefore the Jews of the villages, that dwelt in the unwalled towns, 
made the fourteenth day of the month Adar a day of gladness and feasting, 
and a good day, and of sending portions one to another.  [and so the Feast 
of Purim began and is still celebrated today among the Jews] 
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--  
20 And Mordecai wrote these things, and sent letters unto all the Jews that 
were in all the provinces of the king Ahasuerus, both nigh and far, 
21 To stablish this among them, that they should keep the fourteenth day 
of the month Adar, and the fifteenth day of the same, yearly, 
22 As the days wherein the Jews rested from their enemies, and the month 
which was turned unto them from sorrow to joy, and from mourning into a 
good day: that they should make them days of feasting and joy, and of 
sending portions one to another, and gifts to the poor. 
23 And the Jews undertook to do as they had begun, and as Mordecai had 
written unto them; 
24 Because Haman the son of Hammedatha, the Agagite, the enemy of all 
the Jews, had devised against the Jews to destroy them, and had cast Pur, 
that is, the lot, to consume them, and to destroy them; 
25 But when Esther came before the king, he commanded by letters that 
his wicked device, which he devised against the Jews, should return upon 
his own head, and that he and his sons should be hanged on the gallows. 
26 Wherefore they called these days Purim after the name of Pur. Therefore 
for all the words of this letter, and of that which they had seen concerning 
this matter, and which had come unto them, 
27 The Jews ordained, and took upon them, and upon their seed, and upon 
all such as joined themselves unto them, so as it should not fail, that they 
would keep these two days according to their writing, and according to 
their appointed time every year; 
28 And that these days should be remembered and kept throughout every 
generation, every family, every province, and every city; and that these 
days of Purim should not fail from among the Jews, nor the memorial of 
them perish from their seed. 
29 Then Esther the queen, the daughter of Abihail, and Mordecai the Jew, 
wrote with all authority, to confirm this second letter of Purim. 
30 And he sent the letters unto all the Jews, to the hundred twenty and 
seven provinces of the kingdom of Ahasuerus, with words of peace and 
truth, 
31 To confirm these days of Purim in their times appointed, according as 
Mordecai the Jew and Esther the queen had enjoined them, and as they 
had decreed for themselves and for their seed, the matters of the fastings 
and their cry. 
32 And the decree of Esther confirmed these matters of Purim; and it was 
written in the book. 
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● So the celebration was to continue always!!  This means that the 

prophetic relevance of this for Israel’s history needs to be 
understood.  Although we plan to consider that in some detail in our 
next fellowship, the way all of this fits so much into the sacred 
Jewish calendar is striking and must hold some significance.  The 
casting of the lots by the Persians was despised by Almighty God 
and was used as the basis for their ultimate destruction, but God 
used the same lots to teach the Jews a mighty and precious lesson -- 
that God controls even the lots!  And he can and will use them for his 
on purpose and for the preservation of the Seed of the Woman!! 
Amen. 

 
● So the calendar IS important and there are surely prophetic 

dimensions to this as well, though they may be hidden still from our 
prying eyes and inquiring minds (see Dan. 11 & 12). 

 
● And there is spiritual truth also forshadowed here.  Haman’s decree 

was for the destruction and death of all (“the wages of sin is death”) 
and the redemption decree of Mordecai and Esther (“but the gift of 
God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord”).  We will look at 
this in detail next as we consider even more chapters in the long and 
blessed record of God’s word regarding the Seed of the Woman and 
the long war against God. 

 
Conclusions / Applications: 
 

● It is encouraging to me in a profound and powerful sense to read what God 
did during the history of the nation of Israel, even when they were in 
rebellion, even when they were in the captivities (Egypt, Assyria, Babylon, 
Persia) and even while they are (as in our current day) in dispersion around 
the world.  I hope and pray that it has been a blessing for you as well to 
consider this part of God’s revelation to man and to see the depth of the 
teachings of God’s holy, perfect, and preserved word of truth. 

 
● God is both Just and the Justifier of the one believing in Jesus, and his will 

shall be accomplished, both here now in your life and eternally, just as it 
was in the days of Esther.  You are the pillars of the earth.  Amen. 
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● And, he will always use his chosen servants, even weak ones such as 
ourselves! 
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