
 

The Long War Against God: 
The Nation Is Delivered Again - by a Faithful Woman  

through the Sovereignty of God! - Part 2 
 
Our Theme Verses: 
 
Gen. 3:15 And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed 
and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel. 
 
1 Cor. 4:9  For I think that God hath set forth us the apostles last, as it were appointed 
to death: for we are made a spectacle unto the world, and to angels, and to men. 
  
Review: 
 

● For nearly a year now it has been on Satan’s Long War Against God and 
how he has used  every available means to thwart the God’s plan through 
the Seed of the Woman promised in Gen. 3:15.  Indeed, that plan will lead to 
his destruction.  And if he can destroy the Royal Line, he has succeeded! 

 
● For a while now, 1 Sam. 2:8 has been a key verse for us here in this 

fellowship.   “He raiseth up the poor out of the dust, and lifteth up the beggar 
from the dunghill, to set them among princes, and to make them inherit the 
throne of glory: for the pillars of the earth are the LORD'S, and he hath set the 
world upon them.” 

 
● Hannah’s song there did not contradict God’s plan for the Seed of the 

Woman for Hannah’s song was indeed prophetic, but God had also 
promised to judge Israel’s kings and the nation itself and did so in 722 B.C. 
in the Assyrian Captivity for the Northern Kingdom and in 605 B.C. with the 
Babylonian Captivity of the Southern Kingdom. 

 
● In process of time, Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon was given victory 

over Judah and her kings and princes, thousands of her people, soldiers 
and even artisans were taken into captivity in Babylon (2 Kings 24:10-16) 

 
● Eleven years later even the temple was burned and the people as a whole 

were carried off into captivity with only a small number left in the land to 
farm and care for the vineyards (2 Kings 25:2-21) 
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● Nearly seventy years the children of Israel had been kept in captivity and 
eventually Nebuchadnezzar and the Babylonians were conquered by the 
Persians.  During this time of transition, the stage was set for the 
Esther-related events to unfold: 

 
○ But God preserved (and surely even in many ways “prospered” the 

Jews during this time of captivity (Jeremiah 29:5-7), much as he had 
done so many centuries before in Egypt.  You know the story about 
Daniel and his friends well.  That all occured in the Babylonian 
Kingdom.  But when the Persians defeated the Babylonians, some 
Jews were taken to the Persian capital (Shushan) and God prospered 
them there.  Mordecai and Esther were among them (Esther 2:5-6). 

 
○ Then, finally, Esther, a young woman under the care of her cousin 

Mordecai since her father died, was chosen queen of Persia in place 
of the king's wife, Vashti upon occasion of Vashti's disobedience to 
the king (Esther 2:15-18).  

 
○ The stage was therefore set for the continuing of God’s sovereign 

work in preserving the nation as a man named Haman, a Canaanite (a 
descendant of Agag!), who was set above all the princes of the 
kingdom, second in power and glory only to the king himself.  In fact, 
Haman received worship from the Persian people as a “little God” 
and required that everyone bow before him as if he were God 
himself.  Mordecai had refused to bow before him and in his anger 
against Mordecai and the Jews in general, he proposed an ordinance 
whereby all the Jews in the kingdom would be killed (Esther 3:10-13). 

 
● As we saw in our last fellowship, the book of Esther is really a four act 

drama of great significance for the nation of Israel and also for us.  We 
considered the first two acts of the drama last time and include today the 
two final ones.  The plan then will be to add a final act, Act 5 next time 
when we will continue with a commentary of the Festival of Purim which is 
still celebrated by Jews today.  The yearly celebration by the Jews has a 
prophetic meaning as well in it as we shall see. 
 
These acts of this great drama may be described in this way: 
 

○ Act 1: The Preparation for Deliverance through a Faithful Jewish Man 
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Named Mordecai and a Faithful Jewish Woman Named Esther 
 

○ Act 2:  The Protagonist Revealed, a Descendant of Esau Named 
Haman  

 
○ Act 3: God Provides Deliverance Through His Chosen Ones, The 

Pillars of the Earth 
 

○ Act 4: God Delivers His People When All Hope Had Been Lost 
 

● The theme of this great story is fundamentally that God has prepared his 
faithful ones, Mordecai and Esther, for a great work they are not even 
aware of. 

 
● Satan's strategy, on the other hand, is to thwart the working of Almighty 

God using the gentile Persians and primarily Haman, a descendant of Esau, 
a Caananite, to accomplish his purpose of destroying the exiled nation. 
But God interferes with the execution of the evil plan in the most direct way 
possible, though his enemies will not know it until too late . . .  So while 
Satan has very well prepared Haman for the execution of his plan to 
exterminate the Jews, the Lord raises up more “pillars of the earth” to carry 
out his plan regarding the nation of Israel and ultimately the Seed of the 
Woman! 

  
● So, in Act 1 of this drama Mordecai and Esther have been prepared and 

now, as we have seen, the key to understanding this great Biblical drama is 
found in chapter 2, where the Jew Mordecai is daily sitting in the king’s 
gate where he is made aware of everything that is happening in the 
kingdom: 

 
Esther 2:21-23  [The plot thickens]  
21 In those days, while Mordecai sat in the king's gate, two of the king's 
chamberlains, Bigthan and Teresh, of those which kept the door, were wroth, and 
sought to lay hand on the king Ahasuerus. 
22 And the thing was known to Mordecai, who told it unto Esther the queen; and 
Esther certified the king thereof in Mordecai's name. 
23 And when inquisition was made of the matter, it was found out; therefore they 
were both hanged on a tree: and it was written in the book of the chronicles 
before the king. 
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○ So Esther’s adoptive father, Mordecai, learns of the plot and tells 

Esther who then informs the king. 
○ The two usurpers are arrested and hanged.  This sets the stage for 

Act 2 of this amazing drama of God’s intervention in a foreign land in 
order to deliver his people from imminent destruction. 

 
[Your comments / questions?] 
 

● In Act 2, we find The Protagonist Revealed to be a Descendant of Esau 
Named Haman: 

 
● Esther 3:1-5  

1 After these things did king Ahasuerus promote Haman the son of 
Hammedatha the Agagite, and advanced him, and set his seat above 
all the princes that were with him. 
2 And all the king's servants, that were in the king's gate, bowed, and 
reverenced Haman: for the king had so commanded concerning him. 
But Mordecai bowed not, nor did him reverence. 
. . .  
5 And when Haman saw that Mordecai bowed not, nor did him 
reverence, then was Haman full of wrath. 

 
● Mordecai from the beginning refused to bow and worship before 

Haman even though the king had commanded it.  Further demands 
were unheeded and when Haman heard of this open rebellion, he 
was filled with anger.  His anger was so great that he determined to 
have all Jews in the kingdom killed: 

 
● Esther 3:6 Haman sought to destroy all the Jews that were throughout the 

whole kingdom of Ahasuerus, even the people of Mordecai., 
 

● Haman is then given the authority by the king to carry out his plan 
after his bribery of the king with ten thousand talents of silver and 
Esther and Mordecai and then all of the people learn of the evil plan 
of Haman’s who has signed their death warrant. 

 
Introduction: 
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Let us stop for a moment and take note of what is really happening here:  this 
story is all about how God was working, and not about what the appearances 
were.  What did Haman know about what God was doing?  Nothing.  Did Esther or 
Mordecai know?  They knew little as the developments occured.  It only became 
known in the course of time.  Satan was sure he would be victorious and so was 
Haman, his instrument, of course.  But God was working all along to preserve and 
the bless the Jews THOUGHT THAT WAS NOT APPARENT AT ALL FOR SOME 
TIME.  And God had prepared through many years and probably many 
generations of faithful parents these two “pillars of the earth” to stand in 
Haman’s way as God’s tools for, as we shall now see, “for such a time as this.” 
 
[Cross-section analogy] 
 

I. Act 3: God Provides Deliverance Through Faithful Esther and Mordecai 
 

● Due to the matter of the rebellion that was put down by Mordecai’s 
role as informant and Esther’s role and the new queen, a queen who 
has a father that is now seen by the king in the most positive light 
possible, the story unfolds. . .  Haman now makes his move not 
knowing that he will be destroyed through his own boastful 
arrogance. 

 
● The challenge to Esther . . . 

 
[READ   ] Esther 4:13-14 [Mordecai exhorts Esther regarding her part 
in this great work of God now reaching its climax] 
13 Then Mordecai commanded to answer Esther, Think not with thyself 
that thou shalt escape in the king's house, more than all the Jews. 
14 For if thou altogether holdest thy peace at this time, then shall there 
enlargement and deliverance arise to the Jews from another place; but 
thou and thy father's house shall be destroyed: and who knoweth 
whether thou art come to the kingdom for such a time as this? 
 

● What an amazing and so prophetic a statement indeed from 
Mordecai’s lips this is. 

 
● Esther’s response to Mordecai’s (and really, God Almighty’s) 

challenge . . . 
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[READ   ] Esther 4:15-17 
15 Then Esther bade them return Mordecai this answer, 
16 Go, gather together all the Jews that are present in Shushan, and 
fast ye for me, and neither eat nor drink three days, night or day: I 
also and my maidens will fast likewise; and so will I go in unto the 
king, which is not according to the law: and if I perish, I perish. 
17 So Mordecai went his way, and did according to all that Esther had 
commanded him. 

 
● God now works through Esther to deliver the nation through a 

remarkable turn of events.  Chapter 5-6 
 

● Est. 5:1-4  
1 Now it came to pass on the third day, that Esther put on [her] royal 
[apparel], and stood in the inner court of the king's house, over against the 
king's house: and the king sat upon his royal throne in the royal house, 
over against the gate of the house. 
2 And it was so, when the king saw Esther the queen standing in the 
court, [that] she obtained favour in his sight: and the king held out to 
Esther the golden sceptre that [was] in his hand. So Esther drew near, and 
touched the top of the sceptre. 
3 Then said the king unto her, What wilt thou, queen Esther? and what [is] 
thy request? it shall be even given thee to the half of the kingdom. 
4 And Esther answered, If [it seem] good unto the king, let the king and 
Haman come this day unto the banquet that I have prepared for him. 
 
Est. 5:9-14  
9 Then went Haman forth that day joyful and with a glad heart: but when 
Haman saw Mordecai in the king's gate, that he stood not up, nor moved 
for him, he was full of indignation against Mordecai. 
10 Nevertheless Haman refrained himself: and when he came home, he 
sent and called for his friends, and Zeresh his wife. 
11 And Haman told them of the glory of his riches, and the multitude of his 
children, and all [the things] wherein the king had promoted him, and how 
he had advanced him above the princes and servants of the king. 
12 Haman said moreover, Yea, Esther the queen did let no man come in 
with the king unto the banquet that she had prepared but myself; and to 
morrow am I invited unto her also with the king. 
13 Yet all this availeth me nothing, so long as I see Mordecai the Jew 
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sitting at the king's gate. 
14 Then said Zeresh his wife and all his friends unto him, Let a 
gallows be made of fifty cubits high, and to morrow speak thou unto 
the king that Mordecai may be hanged thereon: then go thou in 
merrily with the king unto the banquet. And the thing pleased 
Haman; and he caused the gallows to be made.  
 

● Such amazing and fateful counsel has been privided by Haman’s 
wife and friends! 

 
● And now we shall see how God directly influences the king to desire 

to reward Mordecai, exactly the opposite of what Satan has 
motivated Haman to do!!  What a turn of events indeed.  

 
[READ   ] Esther 6:1 On that night could not the king sleep, and he 
commanded to bring the book of records of the chronicles; and they 
were read before the king. 

 
● So the king determines to exhalt Mordecai for his part in saving his 

own life.  And Haman is consequently trapped by his own pride and 
ambition . . . 

 
[READ   ] Esther 6:4-6  
4 And the king said, Who [is] in the court? Now Haman was come 
into the outward court of the king's house, to speak unto the king to 
hang Mordecai on the gallows that he had prepared for him. 
5 And the king's servants said unto him, Behold, Haman standeth in 
the court. And the king said, Let him come in. 
6 So Haman came in. And the king said unto him, What shall be done 
unto the man whom the king delighteth to honour? Now Haman 
thought in his heart, To whom would the king delight to do honour 
more than to myself? 
 
Esther 6:7-10  
7 And Haman answered the king, For the man whom the king 
delighteth to honour, [again, Haman’s arrogance overshadows his 
own wisdom here as he wrongly assumes that he knows the king’s 
motives when he does not in fact know them at all] 
8 Let the royal apparel be brought which the king [useth] to wear, 
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and the horse that the king rideth upon, and the crown royal which is 
set upon his head: 
9 And let this apparel and horse be delivered to the hand of one of 
the king's most noble princes, that they may array the man [withal] 
whom the king delighteth to honour, and bring him on horseback 
through the street of the city, and proclaim before him, Thus shall it 
be done to the man whom the king delighteth to honour. 
10 Then the king said to Haman, Make haste, [and] take the apparel 
and the horse, as thou hast said, and do even so to Mordecai the 
Jew, that sitteth at the king's gate: let nothing fail of all that thou hast 
spoken. [Haman in now trapped by his own words!] 
 
Esther 6:11 Then took Haman the apparel and the horse, and arrayed 
Mordecai, and brought him on horseback through the street of the 
city, and proclaimed before him, Thus shall it be done unto the man 
whom the king delighteth to honour. 

 
● The Banquet . . . 

 
Est. 7:1-10  
1 So the king and Haman came to banquet with Esther the queen. 
2 And the king said again unto Esther on the second day at the 
banquet of wine, What [is] thy petition, queen Esther? and it shall be 
granted thee: and what [is] thy request? and it shall be performed, 
[even] to the half of the kingdom. 
3 Then Esther the queen answered and said, If I have found favour in 
thy sight, O king, and if it please the king, let my life be given me at 
my petition, and my people at my request: 
4 For we are sold, I and my people, to be destroyed, to be slain, and 
to perish. But if we had been sold for bondmen and bondwomen, I 
had held my tongue, although the enemy could not countervail the 
king's damage. 
5 Then the king Ahasuerus answered and said unto Esther the queen, 
Who is he, and where is he, that durst presume in his heart to do so? 
6 And Esther said, The adversary and enemy [is] this wicked Haman. 
Then Haman was afraid before the king and the queen. 
 
7 And the king arising from the banquet of wine in his wrath [went] into the 
palace garden: [. . . for he had so much on his mind now that God’s 
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working in his kingdom has begun to be revealed so clearly that 
even in his blindness to the workings of God he can begin to see] 
and Haman stood up to make request for his life to Esther the queen; for 
he saw that there was evil determined against him by the king. 
8 Then the king returned out of the palace garden into the place of the 
banquet of wine; and Haman was fallen upon the bed whereon Esther 
[was]. Then said the king, Will he force the queen also before me in the 
house? As the word went out of the king's mouth, they covered Haman's 
face. 
9 And Harbonah, one of the chamberlains, said before the king, 
Behold also, the gallows fifty cubits high, which Haman had made for 
Mordecai, who had spoken good for the king, standeth in the house 
of Haman. Then the king said, Hang him thereon. 
10 So they hanged Haman on the gallows that he had prepared for 
Mordecai. Then was the king's wrath pacified. 

 
● And so Haman is executed instead of Mordecai.  This ends Act 2 of 

this divine drama.  The Lord God, working behind the scenes, 
through the Pillars of the Earth, and even in the lost Persian’s minds 
and hearts, from Haman to the king himself, has turned the tables 
entirely against Satan’s plan for the total destruction of the Jews. 
But there is much more to this story yet to unfold.  Let us see how 
this develops in Act 4. . . 

 
II. Act 4: God Delivers His People Through His Chosen Ones, The Pillars of 

the Earth 
 

● As we carefully read in chapter 7, verses 5 & 6, 8:3ff, etc., we see that 
Haman’s execution order for the Jews is not cancelled though Esther 
has pleaded with the king in that regard.   For king’s edicts cannot be 
changed has had already been revealed.  But the king issues a new 
proclamation which allows the Jews the right of self defense to kill 
any that come against them and to take their property!  What an 
amazing reversal. 

 
● This is a story of great consequence.  Let's finish by reading the rest 

of chapter 8: 
 

Esther 8:7-17  
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7 Then the king Ahasuerus said unto Esther the queen and to 
Mordecai the Jew, Behold, I have given Esther the house of Haman, 
and him they have hanged upon the gallows, because he laid his 
hand upon the Jews. 
8 Write ye also for the Jews, as it liketh you, in the king's name, and 
seal [it] with the king's ring: for the writing which is written in the 
king's name, and sealed with the king's ring, may no man reverse. 
 
9 Then were the king's scribes called at that time in the third month, that 
[is], the month Sivan, on the three and twentieth [day] thereof; and it was 
written according to all that Mordecai commanded unto the Jews, and to 
the lieutenants, and the deputies and rulers of the provinces which [are] 
from India unto Ethiopia, an hundred twenty and seven provinces, unto 
every province according to the writing thereof, and unto every people 
after their language, and to the Jews according to their writing, and 
according to their language. 
 
10 And he wrote in the king Ahasuerus' name, and sealed [it] with the 
king's ring, and sent letters by posts on horseback, [and] riders on 
mules, camels, [and] young dromedaries: 
11 Wherein the king granted the Jews which [were] in every city to 
gather themselves together, and to stand for their life, to destroy, to 
slay, and to cause to perish, all the power of the people and province 
that would assault them, [both] little ones and women, and [to take] 
the spoil of them for a prey, 
12 Upon one day in all the provinces of king Ahasuerus, [namely], upon 
the thirteenth [day] of the twelfth month, which [is] the month Adar. 
13 The copy of the writing for a commandment to be given in every 
province [was] published unto all people, and that the Jews should be 
ready against that day to avenge themselves on their enemies. 
14 [So] the posts that rode upon mules [and] camels went out, being 
hastened and pressed on by the king's commandment. And the 
decree was given at Shushan the palace. 
15 And Mordecai went out from the presence of the king in royal 
apparel of blue and white, and with a great crown of gold, and with a 
garment of fine linen and purple: and the city of Shushan rejoiced 
and was glad. 
16 The Jews had light, and gladness, and joy, and honour. 
17 And in every province, and in every city, whithersoever the king's 
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commandment and his decree came, the Jews had joy and gladness, 
a feast and a good day. And many of the people of the land became 
Jews; for the fear of the Jews fell upon them. 

 
Conclusions / Applications: 
 

● God has totally and sovereignly intervened in the affairs of the nation in 
exile, first in Babylon and now in Persia. 

 
● Satan’s powers and authority have been proven again to be NOT 

UNLIMITED and NOT INEXHAUSTIBLE.  But the Lord God’s ARE!  Amen 
and amen. 

 
● I do not know what you challenges are today, beloved, but God does.  And 

as he did in the days of Mordecai and Esther at least 450 years before 
Christ came into this world of sin and darkness, he intersects in your life 
and mine in ways we cannot be unaware of.  Look up, for your redemption 
is near.  Listen for the shout and love his appearing.  His voice will be 
heard and our inheritance is heavenly and eternal, not on this earth.  

  
● God is both Just and the Justifier of the one believing in Jesus, and his will 

shall be accomplished, both here now in your life and eternally, just as it 
was in the days of Esther.  You are the pillars of the earth.  Amen. 

 
● God has often worked in human history to accomplish his purposes as the 

apostle Paul stated so well in 1 Cor. 4:9: 
 

1 Cor. 4:9  For I think that God hath set forth us the apostles last, as it were 
appointed to death: for we are made a spectacle [theater] unto the world, and to 
angels, and to men. 
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