
 

The Long War Against God: 
Introduction to Daniel - The Seventy Weeks Prophecy 

 
Our Theme Verses: 
 
Is. 44:28 
28 That saith of Cyrus, [He is] my shepherd, and shall perform all my pleasure: 
even saying to Jerusalem, Thou shalt be built; and to the temple, Thy foundation 
shall be laid . . . 
 
Dan. 9:1-2  
1 In the first year of Darius the son of Ahasuerus, of the seed of the Medes, which was 
made king over the realm of the Chaldeans; 
2 In the first year of his reign I Daniel understood by books the number of the 
years, whereof the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah the prophet, that he 
would accomplish seventy years in the desolations of Jerusalem. 
 
Dan. 9:24-27  
24 Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and upon thy holy city, to 
finish the transgression, and to make an end of sins, and to make reconciliation 
for iniquity, and to bring in everlasting righteousness, and to seal up the vision 
and prophecy, and to anoint the most Holy. 
25 Know therefore and understand, [that] from the going forth of the commandment 
to restore and to build Jerusalem unto the Messiah the Prince [shall be] seven 
weeks, and threescore and two weeks: the street shall be built again, and the wall, 
even in troublous times. 
26 And after threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but not for himself: 
and the people of the prince that shall come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary; 
and the end thereof [shall be] with a flood, and unto the end of the war desolations are 
determined. 
27 And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week: and in the midst of 
the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for the 
overspreading of abominations he shall make [it] desolate, even until the 
consummation, and that determined shall be poured upon the desolate.[shall . . . shall] 
 
Review: 
 

● As I have commented so often here in our fellowships around the topic of 
The Long War Against God, the prophecy found in Gen. 3:15 concerning 
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the Seed of the Woman takes center stage in Biblical history.  That is not 
surprising considering that in an ultimate sense, Satan is committed to 
destroying this plan by destroying this seed.  Since he is not omnicient he 
must also try to destroy the children of Israel and that nation.  Much of the 
Old Testament is the history of Satan’s many failed attempts to accomplish 
his purpose. 

 
● In that regard, we have been focused on the O.T. books of Esther and now 

Daniel and see there in great detail how Satan has worked and the Lord 
God has responded.  We have seen how there are many links and parallels 
between Esther and Daniel, not the least of these being that Esther is 
prophetic in its types while Daniel is prophetic in its detailed prophecies. 
And both are “messianic” having many prophetic overtones in reference to 
the second coming of Christ, the millennial reign of Christ in the 1000 year 
kingdom, and in the events at the end of the Kingdom with the final 
destruction of Satan.  So the historical events in the books (especially in 
Esther) have future fulfillments as types point forward to their antitypes.  

 
● The time periods covered in the two books are also overlapping.  They 

come close to being the same, in fact.  The geographical and national 
focus, however, in Esther is Persia, and that in Daniel is Babylon.  Babylon 
is taken captive by Persia in due time and then the two become one. 
Daniel, exiled in Babylon, mentions the Persian rulers Ahasuerus, Darius 
and Cyrus in that regard. 

 
○ In fact, Daniel mentions in his book five or more kings by name. 

Having lived through the entire seventy year Babylonian and Persian 
Captivities, he knew them all.  Daniel was carried off by 
Nebuchaddnezzar and lived, it seems, until the return to the land. 
That is a period of at least seven kings, four in Babylon and three in 
Persia.  

 
■ So we know from this that Daniel lived during the reigns of the 

Babylonian king Nebuchadnezzar and his apparently short 
lived successors, and then also during the reigns of the 
Persian kings Ahasuerus, Darius, and Cyrus, giving a total life 
of in excess of 85 years.  Daniel lived to be a wise elder 
statesman in Babylon and continued living as an aged man 
under the Persian king Cyrus.  So his lifespan covered the 
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pre-exilic period, the exilic period, and the earliest part of the 
post-exilic period of Israel’s history.  

 
● Daniel - An Introduction - Chapter 1 

 
○ We saw how when Nebuchaddnezzar defeated the Southern 

Kingdom of Judah, he took captive many including a number of 
“select” children.  And in this all, nothing is more clear than that God 
was very much at work in this Gentile kingdom even in this captivity: 

 
○ Dan. 1:20 And in all matters of wisdom [and] understanding, that the 

king enquired of them, he found them ten times better than all the 
magicians [and] astrologers that [were] in all his realm. 

 
● The Theme of Daniel is Revealed 

 
Dan. 4:17 This matter [is] by the decree of the watchers, and the demand by the 
word of the holy ones: to the intent that the living may know that the most 
High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomsoever he will, and 
setteth up over it the basest of men.  

 
○ Daniel’s prophecies (and as supplemented by Isaiah and Jeremiah) 

establish once and for all that in every circumstance God remains in 
control, and more so, that God rules even over the hearts of sinful 
kings and rulers in Babylon and Persia.  This theme is critical to 
understanding Daniel.  Daniel opens the Times of the Gentiles in 
Biblical history.   Now during this time God will raise up Gentile 
nations to bring Israel into bondage as he had promised, but (and 
this is very important) as he does so he will also continue to reveal 
himself through these same Gentile rulers and nations.  

 
● The miraculous nature of Daniel’s prophecies is made clear first of all with 

the seventy years prophecy which has now already been completely 
fulfilled.  Then there is the 70 weeks (of years) prophecy.  The former 
prophecy concerning the 70 years was fulfilled exactly as written.  The 
latter prophecy regarding the 70 weeks has been already partially fulfilled 
with the death of our Lord Jesus Christ occuring on the very day that the 
prophecy indicated!! 
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● The Southern Kingdom will be delivered from bondage to the Babylonians 
 

○ The context of Daniel is revealed in the Pre-exilic prophets Isaiah and 
Jeremiah.  First of all there is that amazing reference in Isaiah giving 
the very name of Israel’s future Gentile deliverer.  Around two 
centuries BEFORE the event highlighted in Daniel’s prophecies 
relating to the return of the children if Israel to the Land of Promise, 
God reveals though the prophet Isaiah their return at his appointed 
time, AND even the name of their deliverer (Is. 44:28, Cyrus)!  

 
● But Daniel writes of even more when he proclaims the prophecy of 

Jeremiah as given in Jer. 25 where the exact length of their captivity is 
revealed: 

 
○ Dan. 9:1-2  

1 In the first year of Darius the son of Ahasuerus, of the seed of the 
Medes, which was made king over the realm of the Chaldeans; 
2 In the first year of his reign I Daniel understood by books the number of 
the years, whereof the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah the prophet, 
that he would accomplish seventy years in the desolations of Jerusalem. 

 
○ The reference here is back to another pre-exilic prophet, Jeremiah, 

who God called to reveal this in his chapter 25.  As a later chapter 
shows (chapter 36), God had given Jeremiah to the nation to 
proclaim that he was giving them one final chance for national 
repentance.  But they did not repent and in fact the king even burned 
the word of the Lord revealing that last chance.  The Lord had given 
Judah one last chance to mend their ways, to repent of their 
disobedience and lawlessness regarding his law as given through 
Moses, but they would not.  And so the exile would occur in God’s 
timing and we read of that in Jeremiah chapter 25: 

 
Jer. 25:11  And this whole land shall be a desolation, [and] an 
astonishment; and these nations shall serve the king of Babylon 
seventy years.  

 
○ Daniel had learned of this prophecy in Jeremiah and it changed his 

entire outlook and provided a transforming hope to the people in 
exile.  And the day of their approaching deliverance was now finally 
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at hand!  The Israelites abandoned their idolatry once and for all due 
to these (and other revelations) perhaps because there was in the 
nation’s eyes such a compelling proof now that there was only one 
God and that it was Jehovah.  Daniel’s discovery of the Jeremiah 
prophecy (after apparently having been lost for so many years 
during the earlier captivity) is recorded in his chapter 9: 

 
● This is a high point indeed in the sacred history here recorded. And 

God did indeed deliver Israel under Cyrus the king just as he said he 
would -- and exactly at the appointed time.  Jeremiah had declared 
that this time frame was “appointed”, and that it would be 
“accomplished”, and now Daniel has recounted the same!  The 
profound effect of all of this on the nation should not be 
underestimated. 

 
● Now, with that as our background, we shall move ahead to what is 

perhaps in some ways the greatest prophecy in the entire Old 
Testament, the prophecy of the “Seventy Weeks” found in chapter 9: 

 
I. The “Seventy Weeks” Prophecy of Daniel 9: The Revelation Itself 

 
● What did I mean when I said that this prophecy was “perhaps in 

some ways the greatest prophecy in the entire Old Testament”?  I 
meant simply that this is probably the most specific prophecy in the 
entire Bible regarding the exact timing of the coming of Messiah and 
then the coming Tribulation Period. 

 
[READ   ] Dan. 9:24-27  
24 Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and upon thy holy 
city, to finish the transgression, and to make an end of sins, and to 
make reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in everlasting 
righteousness, and to seal up the vision and prophecy, and to anoint 
the most Holy. 
25 Know therefore and understand, [that] from the going forth of the 
commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem unto the Messiah 
the Prince [shall be] seven weeks, and threescore and two weeks: the 
street shall be built again, and the wall, even in troublous times. 
26 And after threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but 
not for himself: and the people of the prince that shall come shall destroy 
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the city and the sanctuary; and the end thereof [shall be] with a flood, and 
unto the end of the war desolations are determined. 
27 And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week: and in 
the midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to 
cease, and for the overspreading of abominations he shall make [it] 
desolate, even until the consummation, and that determined shall be 
poured upon the desolate. 
 

II. The “Seventy Weeks” Prophecy of Daniel 9: Its interpretation 
 

● We believe very strongly that one of the most critical keys to 
understanding Biblical prophecy is to take scripture literally unless 
there are very good reasons not to do so.  But to do this properly we 
must first of all consider the language itself very carefully: 

 
○ “Weeks” = Lit. (Hebrew) “sevens”.  A “week” in the Hebrew is 

literally a “seven”.  So a “seven” of days is therefore a “ week” 
or “seven” of days!  It helps a lot to realize that. 

 
■ A “seven” of years is also permitted in Bible 

interpretation when the context so dictates it.  For this 
we need to turn to Numbers: 

 
[READ   ] Num.14:33-34 And your children shall wander in 
the wilderness forty years, and bear your whoredoms, until 
your carcases be wasted in the wilderness. After the number 
of the days in which ye searched the land, [even] forty days, 
each day for a year, shall ye bear your iniquities, [even] forty 
years, and ye shall know my breach of promise. 

 
■ And so we proceed with literal interpretations of this 

Seventy Weeks Prophecy: 
 

○ “Cut off”, verse 26 = Lit. (Hebrew) to cut a covenant as with 
circumcision of a burnt offering 

 
■ Gen 9:11, And I will establish my covenant with you; 

neither shall all flesh be cut off any more by the waters 
of a flood; neither shall there any more be a flood to 
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destroy the earth. 
■ Gen 15:18, In the same day the LORD made a covenant 

with Abram, saying, Unto thy seed have I given this 
land, from the river of Egypt unto the great river, the 
river Euphrates: 

■ Gen 17:14, And the uncircumcised man child whose 
flesh of his foreskin is not circumcised, that soul shall 
be cut off from his people; he hath broken my covenant. 

■ Gen 21:27, And Abraham took sheep and oxen, and 
gave them unto Abimelech; and both of them made a 
covenant. 

■ Gen 21:32, Thus they made a covenant at Beersheba: 
then Abimelech rose up, and Phichol the chief captain of 
his host, and they returned into the land of the 
Philistines. 

■ Gen 26:28, And they said, We saw certainly that the 
LORD was with thee: and we said, Let there be now an 
oath betwixt us, even betwixt us and thee, and let us 
make a covenant with thee; 

■ Gen 31:44, Now therefore come thou, let us make a 
covenant, I and thou; and let it be for a witness between 
me and thee. 

■ Gen 41:36, And that food shall be for store to the land 
against the seven years of famine, which shall be in the 
land of Egypt; that the land perish not through the 
famine. 

■ Exo 4:25, Then Zipporah took a sharp stone, and cut off 
the foreskin of her son, and cast it at his feet, and said, 
Surely a bloody husband art thou to me. 

■ Indeed, a covenant was cut as the New Covenant was 
established when Christ died on the Cross of Calvary! 
Amen and amen. 

 
III. The “Seventy Weeks” Prophecy of Daniel 9: The Prophetic Calendar 

 
● There are three prophetic periods detailed here as to their nature and 

time frames in prophecy: 
○ #1: 7 Weeks - verse 25a 
○ #2: 62 Weeks - verse 25b 
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○ #3: 1 Week - verse 27 
● The total is 70 weeks, a very interesting number! 
● And,in addition, the most profound revelation of all, in verse 25b, the 

“cutting off” for our sins, as Christ is entering Jerusalem and widely 
received as King only to be immediately rejected by his own people 
and delivered to the cross of Calvary. . . 

 
IV. The “Seventy Weeks” Prophecy of Daniel 9: Its Fulfillment 
 

● Let us first consider the literal fulfillments: 
○ #1: 7 “weeks” of years = 49 years - Verse 25: “the street shall 

be built again, and the wall, even in troublous times.” - this is 
the time of the Ezra & Nehemiah historical books of the Old 
Testament. We will look here for the details next time, Lord 
willing. 

○ #2: 62 “weeks” of years = 434 years - Verse 26 -  “And after 
threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off . . .” - this 
was fulfilled to the very day according to Sir Robert 
Anderson’s monumental work “The Coming Prince”. 

○ #3: 1 “week” of years = 7 years - Verse 27 - This refers to the 
coming 7 year Tribulation Period and corresponds to many of 
the chapters of the book of Revelation. 

○ The total is 49 + 434 + 7 = 490 years. 
 

● In Sir Robert Anderson’s great book on Daniel, “The Coming Prince”, 
he shows how the very date mentioned in verse 25b, the date of 
Messiah the Prince’s “cutting off”, corresponds exactly to the very 
date of the “Triumphal Entry” into Jerusalem in A.D. 32: 

 
○ “The 1st Nisan in the twentieth year of Artaxerxes (the edict to 

rebuild Jerusalem) was 14th March, B. C. 445. The 10th Nisan 
in Passion Week (Christ's entry into Jerusalem) was 6th April, 
A. D. 32. The intervening period was 476 years and 24 days 
(the days being reckoned inclusively, as required by the 
language of the prophecy, and in accordance with the Jewish 
practice). 

○ But 476 x 365= 173, 740 days  
○ Add (14 March to 6th April, both inclusive) 24 days  
○ Add for leap years 116 days  
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○ Equals a total of 173,880 days 
○  
○ And 69 weeks of prophetic years of 360 days (or 69 x 7 x 360) 

173, 880 days.”  [Quoted from 
http://www.whatsaiththescripture.com/Voice/The.Coming.Princ
e.5.html#return%2010-7] 

 
● So there remaineth nothing for us Bible students but 

ENCOURAGEMENT! 
 
V. The “Seventy Weeks” Prophecy of Daniel 9: Its Encouragement 

 
● Oh what an encouragement indeed this must have been to Daniel 

and to the nation still in bondage in Babylon and Persia!  And what 
an encouragement it is to us today who take God at his word and 
fully accept the inspiration of scripture.  All these prophecies are to 
be fulfilled exactly as written.  Well, we should not be surprised.  For 
it was the archangel Gabriel that gave Daniel the prophecy!  Amen. 

 
Conclusions / Exhortation: 
 

●  Again, as I have emphasized before, “Hope upon hope is the theme of 
these books of scripture.”  The Lord sovereignly reminded the nation of 
Israel so many, many times of his care and love for them as his special 
people.  But along with that, he told them even early through Moses that 
they would be persecuted and defeated by the Gentiles IF they did not keep 
the Law.  And so they were.  But God also reminded them often that he 
would never abandon them either. 

 
○ The Feasts and Festivals of Passover and Purim established a hope 

for God’s people Israel as it was shown so clearly in history that God 
has worked miraculously to save his people Israel.  First, there was 
the deliverance on the appointed day from thebondage in Egypt. 
Then there was demonstrated that God can even work though the 
apparent randomness of the dice as he turns the heathen religious 
system of lots (Purim means ‘lots”) into circumstances for the 
deliverance of his people.  

 
○ These two Feasts and Festivals will continue throughout the coming 
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Great Tribulation and also throughout the Millennial Kingdom giving 
hope to his people as they remember his daily care for them and his 
future promises of a complete fulfillment of these prophetic Feasts 
and Festivals as they are practiced year by year. 

 
● Now in Daniel’s days as we have seen, God revealed to and through Daniel 

his servant and prophet how he would soon deliver his people according to 
the 70 year promise made 200 years before (in the Isaiah case) and just 
before the beginning of the captivity (in the Jeremiah case).  So hope upon 
hope for his people Israel is so clearly revealed here in these pages of 
sacred scripture.  

  
● And then, most importantly, Daniel reveals the great 70 week prophecy as it 

had been revealed to him by the Archangel Gabriel, a prophecy pointing far 
into the future., to the very coming of Israel’s Messiah and our savior, the 
Lord Jesus Christ.  That prophecy is several fold in its details, as we have 
seen, even pointing far, far ahead in the prophetic plan of God to the 
Second Coming itself. 

  
● What does it mean of us today, Gentiles living under the abundance of 

grace?  Much indeed.  God kept, God keeps, and God shall keep all of his 
promises, whether to his people Israel, or us Gentiles.  Praise be to him 
and may he be glorified forever: 

 
Rom. 11:33-36 
33 O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! how 
unsearchable [are] his judgments, and his ways past finding out! 
34 For who hath known the mind of the Lord? or who hath been his counsellor? 
35 Or who hath first given to him, and it shall be recompensed unto him again? 
36 For of him, and through him, and to him, [are] all things: to whom [be] glory for ever. 
Amen. 
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