
 

The Long War Against God: Introduction to Daniel -  
Daniel's Prophetic Revelations Regarding Messiah - Part 7 

 
 
Review: 
 

● We have for some time been focused on a “through the Bible” study of 
the “Long War Against God”, a study of how since the fall of Adam satan 
has been engaged full time in a program of conflicting with the plan of 
God for the redemption of sinners.  We have finally come to Daniel’s 
prophecies in his amazing book and now to the apostle John’s book of 
the Revelation of Jesus Christ.  We have seen how Daniel, chapters 2 & 7 
directly correlate with Revelation, chapters 13 & 17.  Both Daniel and 
John were given “interpretations” of the revelations that were often given 
in highly symbolic dreams and visions. 

 
● When we come to the book of Revelation, probably the most discussed 

part of the entire word of God due to its many prophetic statements 
regarding the so called “end times” and coming judgment upon the 
peoples of this sinful world, it is no different.  The literal viewpoint must 
prevail unless there are strong reasons to the contrary.  The many 
statements there in that book of prophecy regarding God’s requirements 
for his people and the judgments upon those that do not obey his 
requirements really do demand a literal interpretation, if the word of God 
has any clear meaning at all.  The saints living in that day will be expected 
to take God at his word, to “understand” and “discern” the “signs of the 
times”.   Otherwise God cannot hold them accountable as he says there 
that he will. 

  
● The keys to understanding we shared in our last fellowship included the 

clear teaching in Daniel 7 that the first three beasts represent nations, 
kingdoms, and their rulers (and these were fulfilled at least as Daniel 
revealed.  It is pretty hard to avoid the conclusion that this portion of 
Daniel’s prophecy has been completely fulfilled historically in the 
kingdoms of Babylon, Persia, and Greece.  Those kings and kingdoms 
came and went exactly as had been prophecied. But is also stated that in 
some fashion not revealed, they would continue (Dan. 7:12). 

 
● We also pointed out how eight times in the book of Revelation a word 
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appears and that speaks of a critical aspect of satan’s work in the end 
times.  This will be a great deception worked out by satan and his 
emissaries during the Great Tribulation will be defined by a “mark” or 
“distinguishing characteristic”.  This mark will identify those that are his 
(satan’s) from those that are not his but who instead, most wonderfully, 
have their names written instead in the Lamb’s Book of Life (Rev. 21:27). 

 
○ Satan’s greatest work during this time is not the alignments of the 

nations and kingdoms of this earth alone, but the destruction of 
God’s people and the exhaltation of himself as God, thus defeating 
the redemptive plan of God through the Seed of the Woman. 
According to satan’s plan, the Long War Against God reaches its 
final end -- with satan himself the ultimate victor and our Lord 
Jesus Christ his defeated foe.  It is his words as given though his 
agents in the end times that assert this ruling position over all and 
thus commit the greatest blasphemy of all time, the assertion that 
he himself is the one true God, effectively, THE anti-christ!  

 
○ We have spoken here of the essence of this blasphemy, satan’s 

greatest of all.  It has these characteristics: 
 

■ That the spiritual warfare in the heavenlies is mirrored on 
earth in mankind’s idolatrous worship (as shown in the 
images of the Four Beasts and the other animals, the goat 
and the rams) and that satan’s work on earth is promoted by 
the rulers of these “kingdoms”.  That these earthly kingdoms 
therefore are satan’s “playground”, as it were and his ruling 
“cosmos” or “world system” contain these nations.  The 
Lord God intervenes, of course, and accomplishes his will 
and in the end they will all honor, glorify and even worship 
him and him alone.  But until then, alas, we have the 
prophecies we are considering here...  

 
■ Of course, as always, from the Cain & Abel incident until the 

end of the 1000 year kingdom, the saints of God will always 
be satan’s prime target!  It cannot be otherwise, ans so it is 
true today.  Do not ever forget Paul’s warning in 2 Tim. 3:12: 
“Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer 
persecution.” 
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● We have looked enough at the description of the Fourth Beast as seen in 

Rev. 13:1-8: 
 

○ We shall now see how those identifying characteristics are all to be 
found in the Beast(s) (and there are more than one!) to be 
manifested in the Great Tribulation period yet to come. 

 
■ “... saw a beast rise up out of the sea, having seven heads and 

ten horns... and upon his horns ten crowns, and upon his heads 
the name of blasphemy” (verses 1 & 5-6):  
 

○ Perhaps most important is that we see here the evil “spiritual” work 
of satan’s as described here.  This working, although present in all 
ages and even today (2 Thess. 2), its climax will be found in the 
coming Great Tribulation.  The spiritual essence of this working is 
seen by the use of the word “blasphemy”, as we have already seen. 
In other words, satan’s work will not be entirely about power and 
control, but about power and control to be used to establish a 
worldwide system of satanic worship (think of the tower of Babel, 
for example, many centuries past).  The power and control is used 
to further his agenda, as always, and that is to magnify himself in 
the Great Blasphemy described here in chapter 13. 

 
■ “the beast which I saw was like unto a leopard, and his feet were 

as [the feet] of a bear, and his mouth as the mouth of a lion . . . 
and the dragon gave him his power, and his seat, and great 
authority.” (“dragon”, identified as satan in Rev. 12:9 “And the 
great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and 
Satan, which deceiveth the whole world”).  

 
■ Don’t miss here the clear identification of the source of the 

power behind all of these beasts:  it is satan himself who is 
called here “the dragon” (verses 2, 4 &7).  This word is found 
13 times in the book of Revelation! 

 
■ Furthermore, this second beast, the one that comes up from 

the earth as opposed to the first, the one that came u p from 
the sea, will work through signs and wonders and miracles, 
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and by them will convince the world of sinners (not the 
believers as 13:8 makes so clear) to worship the image of the 
beast that shall he shall command to be created. 

 
■ So it should be no wonder that the peoples of the earth 

would be convinced to follow and worship the first beast 
seeing the amazing miracles performed by this second beast, 
demonstrating all of the power of the first beast and even 
more!  After all, anyone able to perform such miracles must 
surely be God himself.  But alas, such a conclusion drawn 
will in fact put a person in danger of eternal hell fire, as we 
shall see.  For accepting the mark of the beast will be the 
final proof that a person is in fact not a believer (see verse 8). 
Those whose names are written in the Lambs Book of Life 
shall never accept this mark even in the light of these 
miracles.  But the rest surely shall. 

 
■ This chapter leads then quickly to the Grand Test of Time, 

the Mark of the Beast as 13:16-18 reveals: 
 

● The Identification of the Fourth Beast: The Mark Requirement: 
 

■ Rev.13:11-14 
“And I beheld another beast coming up out of the earth; and he 
had two horns like a lamb, and he spake as a dragon.  And he 
exerciseth all the power of the first beast before him, and causeth 
the earth and them which dwell therein to worship the first beast, 
whose deadly wound was healed. And he doeth great wonders, 
so that he maketh fire come down from heaven on the earth in the 
sight of men, And deceiveth them that dwell on the earth by [the 
means of] those miracles which he had power to do in the sight of 
the beast; saying to them that dwell on the earth, that they should 
make an image to the beast, which had the wound by a sword, 
and did live.” (verses 11-14) 

 
■ Rev.13:16   And he had power to give life unto the image of the 

beast, that the image of the beast should both speak, and cause 
that as many as would not worship the image of the beast should 
be killed.  And he causeth all, both small and great, rich and poor, 
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free and bond, to receive a mark in their right hand, or in their 
foreheads: 

 
■ Rev.13:17-18  And that no man might buy or sell, save he that 

had the mark, or the name of the beast, or the number of his 
name.  Here is wisdom. Let him that hath understanding count the 
number of the beast: for it is the number of a man; and his 
number [is] Six hundred threescore [and] six. 

 
■ Blasphemy, the unifying theme (Revelation) - seems to be the 

primary emphasis of the book 
■ The ultimate blasphemy with the fourth beast and his 

manifestation  
 
[Your comments?] 
 

I. Great Beasts of the Great Tribulation Period: The “Woman” (Rev. 17) 
 

● Now, we will be looking again at that great last verse of chapter 13, 
that amazing statement concerning the divine test for the elect of 
that time regarding the fourth beast and its “mark”, summarized by 
the number 666 (perhaps next time we meet, Lord willing)?  But a 
proper understanding of all of this requires that we know the 
context here well, especially the chapters that now will culminate in 
chapter 17 for they will help us understand the true nature of this 
“mark of the beast”, the receiving of such or the refusal will be the 
defining test for the elect of God, the saints living during this Great 
Tribulation.  Here we shall see revealed the “Mystery Babylon”, the 
center of earthly satanic power in Genesis and now again in the 
Great Tribulation as John here in Revelation defines it.  For the 
“Woman of blasphemy” - sums up satan’s work against Israel and 
God’s people during the Tribulation period. 

 
[READ   ] Rev 17:1-6 
1 And there came one of the seven angels which had the seven 
vials, and talked with me, saying unto me, Come hither; I will shew 
unto thee the judgment of the great whore that sitteth upon many 
waters: 
2 With whom the kings of the earth have committed fornication, and 
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the inhabitants of the earth have been made drunk with the wine of 
her fornication. 
3 So he carried me away in the spirit into the wilderness: and I saw a 
woman sit upon a scarlet coloured beast, full of names of blasphemy, 
having seven heads and ten horns. 
4 And the woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet colour, and decked 
with gold and precious stones and pearls, having a golden cup in her 
hand full of abominations and filthiness of her fornication: 
5 And upon her forehead [was] a name written, MYSTERY, 
BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND 
ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH. 
6 And I saw the woman drunken with the blood of the saints, and 
with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus: and when I saw her, I 
wondered with great admiration. 

 
○ V. 1: “the judgment of the great whore that sitteth upon many 

waters”: So satan’s power creates an alternative to the Seed 
of the Woman - here described as “the great whore”, 
language reminiscent of what is found in the Old Testament 
prophetic descriptions of Israel’s spiritual compromises, 
called “prostitution” there. 

 
○ V. 2: “ With whom the kings of the earth have committed 

fornication, and the inhabitants of the earth have been made 
drunk with the wine of her fornication.”: The satanic evil will 
propagate thgoughout the entire earth!  And is has already 
now but will only get worse, much worse, John writes here. 

 
○ V. 3: “a woman sit upon a scarlet coloured beast, full of names of 

blasphemy, having seven heads and ten horns.”: Notice the 
emphasis on blasphemy, the great blasphemy of all, that the 
beast is God himself and should be worshipped by all the 
world through this image that has now been brought to 
“life”! 

 
○ V. 4: “And the woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet colour, 

and decked with gold and precious stones and pearls, having a 
golden cup in her hand full of abominations and filthiness of her 
fornication”: 
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○ V. 5 “And upon her forehead [was] a name written, 

MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF 
HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.”: The 
connection with Nimrod and Semiramis’s Babylon is central 
to the focus here, ony now it is “BABYLON THE GREAT, THE 
MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE 
EARTH”.  This city referred to here will be the great symbol 
for the earth, in stark contrast to Jerusalem, of course. 

 
○ V. 6 “And I saw the woman drunken with the blood of the 

saints, and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus: and when I 
saw her, I wondered with great admiration.”: It is very hard not 
to see the Roman Church here, of course.  The Reformers 
surely did.  It would be so easy to exclaim at this point that 
all of this has already been fulfilled in the the Roman Catholic 
Church, down through the centuries.  So easy.  But would 
that be the correct interpretation?  I think that is nearly right 
but a little wrong as well, as we shall see. 

 
[READ   ] Rev. 17:7-13 
7 And the angel said unto me, Wherefore didst thou marvel? I will 
tell thee the mystery of the woman, and of the beast that carrieth 
her, which hath the seven heads and ten horns. 
8 The beast that thou sawest was, and is not; and shall ascend out 
of the bottomless pit, and go into perdition: and they that dwell on 
the earth shall wonder, whose names were not written in the book 
of life from the foundation of the world, when they behold the beast 
that was, and is not, and yet is. 
9 And here [is] the mind which hath wisdom. The seven heads are 
seven mountains, on which the woman sitteth. 
10 And there are seven kings: five are fallen, and one is, [and] the 
other is not yet come; and when he cometh, he must continue a 
short space. 
11 And the beast that was, and is not, even he is the eighth, and is 
of the seven, and goeth into perdition. 
12 And the ten horns which thou sawest are ten kings, which have 
received no kingdom as yet; but receive power as kings one hour 
with the beast. 
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13 These have one mind, and shall give their power and strength 
unto the beast. 
 

○ V. 7 “... I will tell thee the mystery of the woman, and of the 
beast that carrieth her, which hath the seven heads and ten 
horns.”: 

■ So here is the interpretation we have long awaited:   
 

○ V. 8 “The beast that thou sawest was, and is not; and shall 
ascend out of the bottomless pit, and go into perdition: and 
they that dwell on the earth shall wonder, whose names were 
not written in the book of life from the foundation of the 
world, when they behold the beast that was, and is not, and 
yet is.”:  Satan will even emulate the Lord Jesus Christ in 
every way if he can, since this first beast will indeed be the 
anti-christ or the full “substitute” for our Lord Jesus. 

 
○ V. 9 “And here [is] the mind which hath wisdom. The seven 

heads are seven mountains, on which the woman sitteth.”: 
Rome has always been known as the city built on seven 
mountains!   

 
○ V. “10 And there are seven kings: five are fallen, and one is, 

[and] the other is not yet come; and when he cometh, he 
must continue a short space.”:  

 
○ V. “11 And the beast that was, and is not, even he is the 

eighth, and is of the seven, and goeth into perdition.”: The 
apostle John mentions again the ultimate destiny of 
antichrist, “perdition”, in other words, the Lake of Fire, 
mentioned 10 times in chapters 19-21 of this book. 

 
○ V. “12 And the ten horns which thou sawest are ten kings, 

which have received no kingdom as yet; but receive power 
as kings one hour with the beast.”: So these kings are not 
yet in existence and will be reserved for those last days, it 
seems. 

 
○ V. “13 These have one mind, and shall give their power and 
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strength unto the beast.”:  
■ So there will be a perfect harmony between the kings 

of this earth and the beast 
 
[READ   ] Rev. 17:14-18 
14 These shall make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb shall 
overcome them: for he is Lord of lords, and King of kings: and they 
that are with him [are] called, and chosen, and faithful. 
15 And he saith unto me, The waters which thou sawest, where the 
whore sitteth, are peoples, and multitudes, and nations, and tongues. 
16 And the ten horns which thou sawest upon the beast, these shall hate 
the whore, and shall make her desolate and naked, and shall eat her 
flesh, and burn her with fire. 
17 For God hath put in their hearts to fulfil his will, and to agree, and give 
their kingdom unto the beast, until the words of God shall be fulfilled. 
18 And the woman which thou sawest is that great city, which reigneth 
over the kings of the earth. 
 

○ 14 These shall make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb shall 
overcome them: for he is Lord of lords, and King of kings: 
and they that are with him [are] called, and chosen, and 
faithful. 

○ 15 And he saith unto me, The waters which thou sawest, where 
the whore sitteth, are peoples, and multitudes, and nations, and 
tongues. 

○ 16 And the ten horns which thou sawest upon the beast, these 
shall hate the whore, and shall make her desolate and naked, and 
shall eat her flesh, and burn her with fire. 

○ 17 For God hath put in their hearts to fulfil his will, and to agree, 
and give their kingdom unto the beast, until the words of God 
shall be fulfilled. 

○ 18 And the woman which thou sawest is that great city, 
which reigneth over the kings of the earth. 

 
○ This woman is a “great city”, therefore, “mystery Babylon”. 

Satan is not very creative.  He tried this already and God 
destroyed it because of its blasphemies, remember?  Let’s 
look back as we close today at chapter 14: 
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■ Rev.14:8-11 
8 And there followed another angel, saying, Babylon is 
fallen, is fallen, that great city, because she made all 
nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her 
fornication. 
9 And the third angel followed them, saying with a loud 
voice, If any man worship the beast and his image, and 
receive [his] mark in his forehead, or in his hand, 
10 The same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of 
God, which is poured out without mixture into the cup 
of his indignation; and he shall be tormented with fire 
and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels, and 
in the presence of the Lamb: 
11 And the smoke of their torment ascendeth up for 
ever and ever: and they have no rest day nor night, 
who worship the beast and his image, and whosoever 
receiveth the mark of his name. 

 
■ So the “mark” of “seal” of ultimate and eternal 

damnation in the Great Tribulation MUST BE CLEARLY 
IDENTIFIED or one might very well receive it.  Don’t 
you think that these scriptures must be therefore taken 
literally?  Otherwise these critical scriptures have lost 
all of their meaning. 

 
 
Conclusions / Exhortation: 
 

● I believe the key emphasis here in these chapters is on BLASPHEMY. 
That is the rejecting of the clear testimony of God and substituting the 
work of man (or even satan himself) for God’s unique working.  In the 
Tribulation period this will come to fruition as described here in 
Revelation.  Daniel gave the preview about 2500 years ago, and many 
early parallels in history, some even being partial fulfillments of these 
prophecies have come to pass already. 

 
● But today this “mystery Babylon” working of Satan is already working in 

a way that was never prophecied.  We see it is the gross blasphemies 
being done in the world wide New Age Religions which have so 
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successfully taken over so much of Christendom in our days. 
 

● Beware.  Beloved.  The enemy of our souls lurks about seeking whom he 
may devour. 

 
[Your comments?] 
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