
 

The Long War Against God: Introduction to Daniel -  
Daniel's Prophetic Revelations Regarding Messiah - Part 5 

 
 
Review: 
 

● Several fellowships ago we provided an outline of several different 
approaches to Biblical interpretation, the preterist, the historicist, and the 
futurist.  As we pointed out then, only the “futurist” view allows for a 
literal interpretation of prophecy and therefore the fulfillment literally of 
Israel’s promises.  It should be crystal clear that promises made to Israel 
must have had a literal meaning in many cases (as so many were 
historically already fulfilled literally), and the promises not yet fulfilled 
must therefore also be brought to pass literally.  For otherwise the word 
of God has no meaning for those to whom it was and is written.  Sadly, 
any other view of God’s promises makes God a liar and his word cannot 
really be understood and therefore cannot be trusted. 

 
● As we have said before, the “common” application of the revealed and 

God-given interpretation of the first three beasts mostly agree: 
Conservative Biblical commentators generally agree that these beasts 
represent the successive ancient kingdoms of Babylon, Medo-Persia and 
Greece.  But regarding the fourth beast in the vision the other non-literal 
approaches are in total disagreement with the futurist view, and, in fact 
erroneously in one way or another “read the church the Body of Christ 
into everything.”  Just read the page and chapter headings in many older 
KJV Bibles, for example. 
  

● Today we will focus primarily on the Fourth Beast of Daniel 7 and finish 
up in Revelation 13.  Last time we finished up there as the apostle and 
prophet John unveils in great detail what the saints of that future day will 
need to know regarding this Fourth Beast. 

 
● Let us begin again today by reading again from Daniel 7: 

 
Dan. 7:23-28 
23 Thus he said, The fourth beast shall be the fourth kingdom upon earth, 
which shall be diverse from all kingdoms, and shall devour the whole 
earth, and shall tread it down, and break it in pieces. 
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24 And the ten horns out of this kingdom [are] ten kings [that] shall arise: 
and another shall rise after them; and he shall be diverse from the first, 
and he shall subdue three kings. 
25 And he shall speak [great] words against the most High, and shall wear 
out the saints of the most High, and think to change times and laws: and 
they shall be given into his hand until a time and times and the dividing of 
time. 
26 But the judgment shall sit, and they shall take away his dominion, to 
consume and to destroy [it] unto the end. 
27 And the kingdom and dominion, and the greatness of the kingdom 
under the whole heaven, shall be given to the people of the saints of the 
most High, whose kingdom [is] an everlasting kingdom, and all 
dominions shall serve and obey him. 
28 Hitherto [is] the end of the matter. As for me Daniel, my cogitations 
much troubled me, and my countenance changed in me: but I kept the 
matter in my heart. 

 
○ The key question for the believers in that day will be not “whether” 

but “when” will this all take place and how may the saints of God 
be prepared for these events?  

 
○ Clearly recognizing the evil of the beast, the false prophet, and 

antichrist himself necessarily will require a substantially literal 
approach to Biblical interpretation.  The “signs and wonders” 
MUST be properly understood literally or that proper recognition by 
the saints of that day can never occur.  

 
○ This has to do not particularly with the “interpretation” of the 

visions and dreams as with their “application”. 
 

● As we have just read, Daniel uses the word “end” in verse 26 and this 
should be a key to our understanding: 
 

○ We have seen how the beast and his kingdom will be given 
dominance over the saints of God for a “time and times and half a 
time” (and this would include all the nations of the world, of course, 
as well). 

 
○ In addition, it is revealed here that the end of the rule of this 
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kingdom and king will only occur when the Ancient of Days comes 
to this earth.  This later revelation is very interesting.  In fact, in 
Daniel’s later chapters, this theme is quite dominant indeed.  The 
key word for the identification of this theme is the word “end”.  Just 
one of these references (of many) will be repeated today in our 
review.  But the others should be read as well (Dan. 6:26; 7:26; 
11:27, 11:35, 11:40): 

 
○ Dan. 8:17 

So he [the archangel Gabriel!] came near where I stood: and when he 
came, I was afraid, and fell on my face: but he said to me, Understand, 
O son of man: for at the time of the end shall be the vision. 
 

○ But the prophet’s tone changes as the end of the volume is 
reached, in chapter 12: 

 
■ Dan 12:4  But you, O Daniel, shut up the words, and seal 

the book, even to the time of the end.. 
 

■ Dan 12:8  And I heard, but I understood not: then said I, O 
my Lord, what shall be the end of these things? 

 
■ Dan 12:9  And he said, Go your way, Daniel: for the words 

are closed up and sealed till the time of the end. 
 

○ So, as has been revealed here by the archangel Gabriel himself, 
God may give a revelation but not enable the saints to whom he 
has given that revelation to apply it because the time for that is not 
yet present.  In other words, he had given the revelation primarily 
for a future time.  This was such an important revelation to the 
prophet by the archangel that his entire perspective had to change. 
He even dares to ask again regarding the true meaning of all of this, 
and its application (12:8). Let us also take this to heart as we 
continue with our study today. 

 
○ Now, another key observation is in order: Prophecies very often 

have both an “early” (a sometimes partial) fulfillment and a “later” 
or complete fulfillment, but, for this very reason these prophecies 
are still very relevant to the people of those ancient times.  In this 
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way the saints living many centuries before the actual fulfillment of 
those prophecies may also be blessed and encouraged even 
though the total fulfillment of the prophecy has been reserved for 
the far distant future.  That is surely the case with the revelations 
regarding the Fourth Beast as we shall see now. 

 
I. The Identifying Characteristics of the Beast Revealed (Dan. 7): 

 
● Here in chapter 7, as we have just read, these identifying 

characteristics define the “little horn” that shall in due time come 
forth from the fourth beast.  What are those identifying 
characteristics for the saints of the appointed hour to be 
expecting? 

 
○ The little horn arises from the fourth beast. 

 
○ The ten horns are already there and now from their midst 

comes the little horn, the ten horns having already been 
established in their power.  This little horn then defeats three 
others of the ten, apparently the three strongest of the group 

 
○ This one was also very different from those others. 

 
■ This one would have “ man’s” eyes 
■ And would also speak “great words against God” 
■ And, as you might have expected, this little horn would 

make war against the saints of Almighty God 
■ And, finally, rather enigmatically perhaps, this horn 

would “think to change times and laws”. 
 

● We have seen how those visions were REVEALED and 
INTERPRETED - now we shall see the how they are to be APPLIED.  

 
II. The Identifying Characteristics of the Beast Applied (Rev. 13): 

 
● Now, keeping in mind that these prophecies regarding Israel’s 

future tribulations and blessings have been “sealed” by God, and 
with our therefore very limited abilities, let us look more carefully at 
the last book of the Bible, the Revelation of John, and chapter 13. 

4 



 

There we shall see how these identifying characteristics of the 
Fourth Beast of Daniel are clearly intended to be used in a future 
day by the Tribulation saints (when these prophecies will no longer 
be sealed!): 

 
[READ   ] Rev. 13:1-4 
1 And I stood upon the sand of the sea, and saw a beast rise up out 
of the sea, having seven heads and ten horns, and upon his horns 
ten crowns, and upon his heads the name of blasphemy. 
2 And the beast which I saw was like unto a leopard, and his feet 
were as [the feet] of a bear, and his mouth as the mouth of a lion: 
and the dragon gave him his power, and his seat, and great 
authority. 
3 And I saw one of his heads as it were wounded to death; and his 
deadly wound was healed: and all the world wondered after the beast. 
4 And they worshipped the dragon which gave power unto the beast: 
and they worshipped the beast, saying, Who [is] like unto the beast? 
who is able to make war with him? 
 
[READ   ] Rev. 13:5-9 
5 And there was given unto him a mouth speaking great things and 
blasphemies; and power was given unto him to continue forty [and] 
two months. 
6 And he opened his mouth in blasphemy against God, to 
blaspheme his name, and his tabernacle, and them that dwell in 
heaven. 
7 And it was given unto him to make war with the saints, and to 
overcome them: and power was given him over all kindreds, and 
tongues, and nations. 
8 And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him, whose names 
are not written in the book of life of the Lamb slain from the 
foundation of the world. 
9 If any man have an ear, let him hear. 
 
[READ   ] Rev. 13:10-12 
10 He that leadeth into captivity shall go into captivity: he that killeth with 
the sword must be killed with the sword. Here is the patience and the 
faith of the saints. 
11 And I beheld another beast coming up out of the earth; and he 
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had two horns like a lamb, and he spake as a dragon. 
12 And he exerciseth all the power of the first beast before him, and 
causeth the earth and them which dwell therein to worship the first 
beast, whose deadly wound was healed. 
 
[READ   ] Rev. 13:13-18 
13 And he doeth great wonders, so that he maketh fire come down 
from heaven on the earth in the sight of men, 
14 And deceiveth them that dwell on the earth by [the means of] 
those miracles which he had power to do in the sight of the beast; 
saying to them that dwell on the earth, that they should make an 
image to the beast, which had the wound by a sword, and did live. 
15 And he had power to give life unto the image of the beast, that 
the image of the beast should both speak, and cause that as many 
as would not worship the image of the beast should be killed. 
16 And he causeth all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and 
bond, to receive a mark in their right hand, or in their foreheads: 
17 And that no man might buy or sell, save he that had the mark, or 
the name of the beast, or the number of his name. 
18 Here is wisdom. Let him that hath understanding count the 
number of the beast: for it is the number of a man; and his number 
[is] Six hundred threescore [and] six. 
 

● We shall now see how those identifying characteristics are all to be 
found in the Beast(s) to be manifested in the Great Tribulation 
period yet to come. 

 
○ “... saw a beast rise up out of the sea, having seven heads and 

ten horns... and upon his horns ten crowns, and upon his heads 
the name of blasphemy” (verses 1 & 5-6):  

■ There is profound content here of a “spiritual” sort 
that underlies all of satan’s working during the coming 
Great Tribulation.  The word “blasphemy” should make 
that most evident.  In other words, this is not entirely 
about power and control, but about power and control 
to be used to establish a worldwide system of satanic 
worship (think of the tower of Babel, for example, 
many centuries past). 
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○ “the beast which I saw was like unto a leopard, and his feet were 
as [the feet] of a bear, and his mouth as the mouth of a lion . . . 
and the dragon gave him his power, and his seat, and great 
authority.” (verse 2):  

■ This is very much like what was revealed to and 
through Daniel concerning those four beasts.  But the 
historically sequential first three kingdoms (beasts) of 
Daniel are now all being manifested in this first beast 
from the sea.  But, as Dan. 7:12 indicates, these three 
beasts continue on in some fashion into the end time 
period covered in Revelation. 

■ But also rather important here is the introduction of 
another emphasis found several times, the 
identification of the source of the power of evil, namely 
satan himself called here “the dragon” (verses 2, 4 &7). 

 
○ “ the mark, or the name of the beast, or the number of his name… 

the number of the beast: for it is the number of a man; and his 
number [is] Six hundred threescore [and] six.” (verses 17 & 18):  

■ This is such a key feature that we will reserve 
comments on it for our next fellowship.  This is 
probably the most often discussed prophecy in the 
entire Bible.  And perhaps rightly so, since it is so 
central to the revelation of satan’s coming work to 
exhalt himself and the prevent to fulfillment of the 
Seed of the Woman promises so critical to the plan of 
redemption.  

■ Apart from recognizing that “the number of a man” 
does seem to bring us into the realm of Biblical 
Numerology, where names and letters making a name 
have a corresponding numeric value, we will leave 
further discussion of this for a future next meeting, 
Lord willing.  Interestingly, however, the numeric value 
of the name Nero Caesar, the Roman ruler during 
Paul’s imprisonment, has a numeric value of 666! 
Leave it at that for now, but that all by itself explains 
why so many Bible students have been focused on 
this number 666. 

 

7 



 

○ “And I beheld another beast coming up out of the earth; and he 
had two horns like a lamb, and he spake as a dragon.  And he 
exerciseth all the power of the first beast before him, and causeth 
the earth and them which dwell therein to worship the first beast, 
whose deadly wound was healed. And he doeth great wonders, 
so that he maketh fire come down from heaven on the earth in the 
sight of men, And deceiveth them that dwell on the earth by [the 
means of] those miracles which he had power to do in the sight of 
the beast; saying to them that dwell on the earth, that they should 
make an image to the beast, which had the wound by a sword, 
and did live.” (verses 11 & 14):  

■ The beast that comes up from the earth is now 
revealed and it is said of him that he shall cause the 
people of the earth to worship the first beast, the one 
that came up from the sea.  He will do this through 
signs and wonders and miracles!! 

■ So it should be no wonder that the peoples of the earth 
would be convinced to follow and worship the beast 
seeing these amazing miracles performed by this 
second beast, demonstrating all of the power of the 
first beast and even more!  After all, anyone able to 
perform such miracles must surely be God himself. 
But alas, such a conclusion drawn will in fact put a 
person in danger of eternal hell fire, as we shall see. 
For accepting the mark of the beast will be the final 
proof that a person is in fact not a believer (see verse 
8).  Those whose names are written in the Lambs Book 
of Life shall never accept this mark even in the light of 
these miracles.  But the rest surely shall: 

 
○ [READ   ] Rev. 14:8-11 

8 And there followed another angel, saying, Babylon is fallen, is 
fallen, that great city, because she made all nations drink of the 
wine of the wrath of her fornication. 
9 And the third angel followed them, saying with a loud voice, If 
any man worship the beast and his image, and receive [his] mark 
in his forehead, or in his hand, 
10 The same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is 
poured out without mixture into the cup of his indignation; and he 
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shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the 
holy angels, and in the presence of the Lamb: 
11 And the smoke of their torment ascendeth up for ever and 
ever: and they have no rest day nor night, who worship the beast 
and his image, and whosoever receiveth the mark of his name. 

 
III. Some Final Conclusions (for today as we have just begun!): 

 
● It should be so clear now that the question the apostles asked our 

risen Lord Jesus as recorded in Acts 1:6 was a question NOT about 
interpretation, but about APPLICATION.  The interpretation was 
clear -- it was the application that was not yet possible and the 
prophecy WAS SEALED UNTIL THE END. 

 
● But the saints of that day SHALL UNDERSTAND THE PROPER 

APPLICATION OF THAT PROPHECY, of that we can be so sure. 
 

● Knowing this, aren’t we so profoundly thankful that we are not the 
ones who will live in that time?  We have not reason to look for 
those signs and wonders and miracles, for they are not for us.  Paul 
makes that statement in the context of discussing our blessed 
hope in 1 Thess. Chapter 5: 

 
○ 1 Thess. 5:8-10 

8 But let us, who are of the day, be sober, putting on the 
breastplate of faith and love; and for an helmet, the hope of 
salvation. 
9 For God hath not appointed us to [the time of] wrath, but to 
obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ, 
10 Who died for us, that, whether we wake or sleep, we should 
live together with him [the rapture]. 

 
● In fact, looking for those Tribulation signs and wonders today can 

only lead to out deception, for it is this satanic working today that 
has been designed specifically to lead us astray!  This is the 
Mystery of Lawlessness of 2 Thess. 2:7.  Amen and rejoice for we 
have not been appointed to wrath but to obtain salvation by our 
Lord Jesus Christ! 
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[Your Comments?] 
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