
 

The Long War Against God: Introduction to Daniel -  
Daniel's Prophetic Revelations Regarding Messiah - Part 4 

 
 
Some Key Verses: 
 
[READ   ] Dan. 7:7-8  
7 After this I saw in the night visions, and behold a fourth beast, dreadful and 
terrible, and strong exceedingly; and it had great iron teeth: it devoured and 
brake in pieces, and stamped the residue with the feet of it: and it [was] diverse 
from all the beasts that [were] before it; and it had ten horns. 
8 I considered the horns, and, behold, there came up among them another little 
horn, before whom there were three of the first horns plucked up by the roots: 
and, behold, in this horn [were] eyes like the eyes of man, and a mouth speaking 
great things. 
 
[READ   ] Dan. 7:13-14  
13 I saw in the night visions, and, behold, [one] like the Son of man came with 
the clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancient of days, and they brought him 
near before him. 
14 And there was given him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all people, 
nations, and languages, should serve him: his dominion [is] an everlasting 
dominion, which shall not pass away, and his kingdom [that] which shall not be 
destroyed. 
 
Review: 
 

● We have seen how in Chapter 2 of Daniel we find an “outline” for the later 
chapters.  Interestingly, some details are also found there that are not 
found later in the more detailed dreams and visions.  Chapter 7 provides 
some additional details as we have seen.  And in all of these prophetic 
revelations we see the “four beasts” revealed although they are not called 
that in chapter 2 where instead we saw the four part image with the 
golden head.  In all of these there are “interpretations” given to Daniel 
and written for the benefit of the saints of Almighty God (especially for his 
chosen people and nation Israel).  

 
● Several fellowships ago we provided an outline of several different 

approaches to Biblical interpretation, the preterist, the historicist, and the 
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futurist.  As we pointed out then, only the “futurist” view allows for a 
literal interpretation of prophecy and therefore the fulfillment literally of 
Israel’s promises.  It should be crystal clear that promises made to Israel 
must have had a literal meaning in many cases (as so many were 
historically already fulfilled literally), and the promises not yet fulfilled 
must therefore also be brought to pass literally.  For otherwise the word 
of God has no meaning for those to whom it was and is written.  Sadly, 
any other view of God’s promises makes God a liar and his word cannot 
really be understood and therefore cannot be trusted. 

 
● Additionally, the dispensational understanding of the scriptures requires 

us to take the futurist view of Biblical prophecy, since God’s entire 
program for Israel as a nation (namely, the Tribulation and the Kingdom) 
still remains to be fulfulled.  Furthermore, that program is not being 
fulfilled now.  The implications of this for Israel and its people, the Jews, 
are indeed profound. 

 
● As we continue here today, I should add that the “common” interpretation 

of the the first three beasts (and here the preterist, historicist, and futurist 
views mostly agree):  Most conservative Biblical commentators agree that 
these beasts represent the successive ancient kingdoms of Babylon, 
Medo-Persia and Greece.  But regarding the fourth beast in the vision and 
its interpretation, the other non-literal approaches are in total 
disagreement with the literal, futurist view, and, therefore, fall far short of 
the futurist and literal interpretation of prophecy in that they erroneously 
“read the church the Body of Christ into everything.”  Just read the page 
and chapter headings in many older KJV Bibles, for example. 

 
● Last time we considered again the literal and historical interpretation of 

the first three “beast” prophecies found in Daniel 2 and 7.  Those we will 
summarize now again as we proceed to consider the prophecies there 
concerning the fourth beast. 

 
● The Visions Interpreted: The First Beast - the Lion: 

 
○ 7:4 The first [was] like a lion, and had eagle's wings: I beheld till the 

wings thereof were plucked, and it was lifted up from the earth, and 
made stand upon the feet as a man, and a man's heart was given to 
it.  
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○ There is little doubt as to the proper interpretation here.  Not only 

does chapter 2 and verse 38 identify Nebuchadnezzar with the 
“head of gold” from the king’s dream, the rest of the description in 
chapter 7 fits perfectly with the historical king.  It is clear therefore 
that the first beast in Daniel’s dream is Nebuchadnezzar himself 
although in a larger sense, as king of the Babylonian empire, the 
downfall of the king foretold here speaks to the downfall of the 
kingdom as well (meaning those that would follow Nebuchadnezzar 
such as Belshazzar).  This king and his kingdom had been set up 
by the Almighty God and they were enabled by his power to rule so 
absolutely in the earth -- and equally quickly would they fall - in 
God’s timing to be sure.  

 
● The Visions Interpreted: The Second Beast - The Bear 

 
○ 7:5 And behold another beast, a second, like to a bear, and it raised 

up itself on one side, and [it had] three ribs in the mouth of it 
between the teeth of it: and they said thus unto it, Arise, devour 
much flesh. 

 
○ “Like to a bear” and “raised up on one side”:  The Medes and the 

Persians will rule, but one (the Persian kingdom) would be far more 
powerful. 

■ “Three ribs”:  There would be three components to this 
kingdom, the Persians, the Medes, and the Babylonians who 
had been conquered, but whose strength would continue in 
some measure. 

 
● The Visions Interpreted: The Third Beast - the Leopard: 

 
○ 7:6 After this I beheld, and lo another, like a leopard, which had 

upon the back of it four wings of a fowl; the beast had also four 
heads; and dominion was given to it. 

 
■ “Like a leopard” and “four wings of a fowl”: Alexander’s 

kingdom would be swift in its conquest (as Alexander was). 
There is hardly any comparison in ancient history!  Of course 
this compares so well with the cheetah which is the fastest 
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land animal on earth.  The modern day leopard is an animal 
found nearly only in southern africa while the cheetah was 
known in Persia. 

■ “Four heads”: But, Alexander did not live long and when he 
unexpectedly died, his kingdom was split into four parts 
ruled by his four most powerful generals! 

 
● In so many ways this language matches so perfectly with the Greek 

empire under Alexander and those subsequently ruling generals.  In only 
10 years Alexander conquered the entire scope of the Persian empire that 
stretched from northern Africa to Macedonia to Babylon and Persia.  Ten 
years!  But just as quickly (“four wings of a fowl”) this was all lost as the 
kingdom divided into four parts when Alexander unexpectedly died in the 
year 323 B.C. while on a military campaign in Babylon.  As he had no 
recognized heirs, “the strongest” of his generals and assistants fought to 
gain the ascendency and four secured it resulting in the kingdom splitting 
into four parts.  This all took a period of 40 years.  

 
● In addition, we saw in our last fellowship how in Chapter 8 even more 

details were provided through another vision as Daniel is shown a ram 
and a goat, two new images representing what has already been revealed 
through the images the former three beast of the lion, the bear, and the 
leopard. 
 
Dan. 8:20-21  
20 The ram which thou sawest having [two] horns [are] the kings of Media 
and Persia. 
21 And the rough goat [is] the king of Grecia: and the great horn that [is] 
between his eyes [is] the first king. 

 
● These interpretations are now established in concrete, as it were, since 

history has now confirmed them exactly as Daniel had had revealed to 
him in this vision with even the names of the countries given in the 
divinely provided interpretation.  And so tp this point the three views of 
prophetic interpretation must necessarily agree.  But the real issue here 
remains -- how should the fourth beast in Daniel’s visions and dreams be 
understood?  How should those prophecies be interpreted AND TO WHAT 
TIMES ARE THEY TO BE APPLIED? 
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● It is our conviction that the literal (the futurist) view of Biblical 
interpretation since it was confirmed as history recorded a literal 
fufillment of the prophecies regarding the first three beasts.  And 
therefore the fourth beast should be considered as a literal description of 
coming events upon this earth as well, as Almighty God works in his 
timing to bring the redemptive plan of the ages to a final conclusion, 
especially as his people, the Jews, are concerned.  For there are many 
promises that have been made to them that remain unfilfilled. 

 
With this introduction, let’s begin to consider now the fourth beast in 
Daniel’s dream as recorded in chapter 7: 
  

I. The Visions Interpreted: The Revelation of the Fourth Beast 
 

[READ   ] Dan. 7:23-28 
23 Thus he said, The fourth beast shall be the fourth kingdom upon earth, 
which shall be diverse from all kingdoms, and shall devour the whole 
earth, and shall tread it down, and break it in pieces. 
24 And the ten horns out of this kingdom [are] ten kings [that] shall arise: 
and another shall rise after them; and he shall be diverse from the first, 
and he shall subdue three kings. 
25 And he shall speak [great] words against the most High, and shall wear 
out the saints of the most High, and think to change times and laws: and 
they shall be given into his hand until a time and times and the dividing of 
time. 
26 But the judgment shall sit, and they shall take away his dominion, to 
consume and to destroy [it] unto the end. 
27 And the kingdom and dominion, and the greatness of the kingdom 
under the whole heaven, shall be given to the people of the saints of the 
most High, whose kingdom [is] an everlasting kingdom, and all 
dominions shall serve and obey him. 
28 Hitherto [is] the end of the matter. As for me Daniel, my cogitations 
much troubled me, and my countenance changed in me: but I kept the 
matter in my heart. 
 

● So the fourth beast shall literally “devour” the saints.  But all hope 
is not lost nevertheless, because as God in his good and perfect 
timing works, he will eventually defeat the beast and his emissaries 
and “give” the “greatness of the kingdom” to “the people of the 
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saints”.  This has always been the hope of the saints of God and is 
implied even in the Genesis account of the creation of Adam, the 
Fall and the promised Seed of the Woman. 

 
● But before God gives “the greatness of the kingdom” to his people, 

as promised in chapter 7, he will give authority over his people to 
others peoples and kings, nations and, as here revealed, to a 
person who shall arise out of the “ten kings” that shall rule in that 
day.  And we shall see that there are here revealed a number of 
identifying characteristics of that “little horn”.  It must be that the 
saints of that day will need to know the “signs” of the times 
regarding that one that shall arise. 
 

II. The Visions Interpreted: The Identification of the Fourth Beast 
 

● Here in chapter 7, as we have just read, these identifying 
characteristics define the “little horn” that shall in due time come 
forth from the fourth beast.  What are those identifying 
characteristics? 

 
○ The little horn arises from the fourth beast. 

 
○ The ten horns are already there and now from their midst 

comes the little horn, the ten horns having already been 
established in their power 

 
○ The little horn then defeats three others of the ten, apparently 

the three strongest of the group 
 

○ This one was also very different from those others. 
 

■ This one would have “ man’s” eyes 
■ And would also speak “great words against God” 
■ And, as you might have expected, this little horn would 

make war against the saints of Almighty God 
■ And, finally, rather enigmatically perhaps, this horn 

would “think to change times and laws” 
 

○ This beast and his kingdom would be given dominance over 
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the saints of God for a “time and times and half a time” (and 
this would include all the nations of the world, of course, as 
well). 

 
○ This is a specific time reference using calendar time.  We 

shall consider it in detail as we proceed in our future 
fellowships. 

 
III. The Visions Interpreted: The Key to Our Understanding (the Word “End”) 

 
● As has been made so clear here, the end of the rule of this 

thoroughly evil kingdom and king would only occur when the 
Ancient of Days comes to this earth.  This later revelation is very 
interesting.  In fact, in Daniel’s later chapters, as we shall see in a 
future fellowship, this theme is quite dominant indeed.  The key 
word for the identification of this theme is the word “end”.  Just a 
few references (of many, nine were chosen) might include these: 

 
● Dan. 6:26 

I [Nebuchadnezzar] make a decree, That in every dominion of my 
kingdom men tremble and fear before the God of Daniel: for he is the 
living God, and steadfast for ever, and his kingdom that which shall 
not be destroyed, and his dominion shall be even to the end. 

 
● Dan. 7:26 

But the judgment shall sit, and they shall take away his dominion, 
to consume and to destroy it to the end. 

 
● Dan. 8:17 

So he [the archangel Gabriel!] came near where I stood: and 
when he came, I was afraid, and fell on my face: but he said to 
me, Understand, O son of man: for at the time of the end 
shall be the vision. 
 

● Dan. 11:27 
And both of these kings' hearts shall be to do mischief, and they 
shall speak lies at one table; but it shall not prosper: for yet the 
end shall be at the time appointed. 
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● Dan. 11:35 
And some of them of understanding shall fall, to try them, and to 
purge, and to make them white, even to the time of the end: 
because it is yet for a time appointed. 
 

● Dan. 11:40 
And at the time of the end shall the king of the south push at 
him: and the king of the north shall come against him like a 
whirlwind, with chariots, and with horsemen, and with many 
ships; and he shall enter into the countries, and shall 
overflow and pass over. 

 
● Dan. 12:4 

But you, O Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book, 
even to the time of the end... 

 
● Dan. 12:8 

And I heard, but I understood not: then said I, O my Lord, 
what shall be the end of these things? 

 
● Dan. 12:9 

And he said, Go your way, Daniel: for the words are closed 
up and sealed till the time of the end. 

 
● These verses are of critical importance in applying the 

interpretation Daniel is given since knowing the time of their 
application will be critically important to the saints living at that 
time.  

 
● Verses 4 & 9 here are of special importance, as we shall see, AND 

SOBERING, for all who would seek to interpret the prophecies of 
Daniel. The teaching here must be kept in mind as we continue our 
study of Daniel and its place in the Long War Against God.  For 
God does not always give revelation to be understood at the time it 
is given, but only later, when that knowledge is essential to the 
saints of God.  And then, it must be received for without it the 
saints are without a clear path forward. 
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Now, with that in mind regarding our abilities NOW to understand and 
apply the Daniel prophecies, we are ready to proceed forward to the last 
book of the Bible, the Revelation of John, and chapter 13.  There we shall 
find Daniel’s very forward looking prophecies concerning this fourth 
beast significantly amplified and put into a context WHERE THEY MAY BE 
APPLIED LITERALLY!  But, for that we must wait until our next fellowship, 
Lord willing.   Amen. 
 

Conclusions / Exhortation: 
 

● I hope that our studies here in the great book of Daniel have been a 
blessing to each of you.  They surely have been for me.  One thing that I 
have found especially compelling is the way these revelations are given 
progressively to Daniel.  They are individually potentially quite 
overwhelming to Daniel and he expresses that often.  For example, at the 
end of chapter 7:26-28: 

 
Dan. 7:26-28 
26 But the judgment shall sit, and they shall take away his dominion, to 
consume and to destroy it to the end. 
27 And the kingdom and dominion, and the greatness of the kingdom under the 
whole heaven, shall be given to the people of the saints of the most High, 
whose kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and all dominions shall serve and 
obey him. 
28 Till now is the end of the matter. As for me Daniel, my cogitations 
much troubled me, and my countenance changed in me: but I kept the 
matter in my heart. 

 
● We may respond in a similar way as we study these chapters in God’s 

word.  They may be sometimes overwhelming to consider and our 
constant desire is to understand them even more.  We want to also apply 
them to current events in the desire to see played out in our own history 
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these events foretold here so many, many centuries ago. But Daniel’s 
response is perhaps the best for us today as well:  “I kept the matter in my 
heart.”  May we do the same as we continue to rest in the abundance of 
God’s grace towards us today, redeeming the time, for the days are evil! 
… Setting our minds and our hearts always of the Lord of glory, so clearly 
revealed to us in these pages (and especially in Paul’s letters!) 

 
● The word “amen” seems so appropriate.  Amen and so be it.  God 

has spoken and his servants have heard!  Enjoy all, his grace is 
always sufficient. 
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