
 

The Long War Against God: Introduction to Daniel -  
Daniel's Prophetic Revelations Regarding Messiah - Part 2 

 
 
Some Key Verses: 
 
Dan. 7:1-8  
1 In the first year of Belshazzar king of Babylon Daniel had a dream and visions of 
his head upon his bed: then he wrote the dream, [and] told the sum of the 
matters. 
2 Daniel spake and said, I saw in my vision by night, and, behold, the four winds 
of the heaven strove upon the great sea. 
3 And four great beasts came up from the sea, diverse one from another. 
4 The first [was] like a lion, and had eagle's wings: I beheld till the wings thereof 
were plucked, and it was lifted up from the earth, and made stand upon the feet 
as a man, and a man's heart was given to it. 
5 And behold another beast, a second, like to a bear, and it raised up itself on one 
side, and [it had] three ribs in the mouth of it between the teeth of it: and they 
said thus unto it, Arise, devour much flesh. 
6 After this I beheld, and lo another, like a leopard, which had upon the back of it 
four wings of a fowl; the beast had also four heads; and dominion was given to it. 
7 After this I saw in the night visions, and behold a fourth beast, dreadful and 
terrible, and strong exceedingly; and it had great iron teeth: it devoured and 
brake in pieces, and stamped the residue with the feet of it: and it [was] diverse 
from all the beasts that [were] before it; and it had ten horns. 
8 I considered the horns, and, behold, there came up among them another little 
horn, before whom there were three of the first horns plucked up by the roots: 
and, behold, in this horn [were] eyes like the eyes of man, and a mouth speaking 
great things. 
 
Dan. 7:13-14  
13 I saw in the night visions, and, behold, [one] like the Son of man came with the 
clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancient of days, and they brought him near 
before him. 
14 And there was given him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all people, 
nations, and languages, should serve him: his dominion [is] an everlasting 
dominion, which shall not pass away, and his kingdom [that] which shall not be 
destroyed. 
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Review: 
 

● Last time, as we continue our studies in “The Long War Against God” we 
how the Medes and the Persians are now in control in place of Babylon and 
King Nebuchaddnezzar and his successors.  We have begun to see how 
the book of Esther and its sacred history underlies that of Daniel and 
provides the context for the second phase of the prophet Daniel’s life nad 
ministry: 

 
● We focused last time on chapter 7 where we saw The Times of the Gentiles 

introduced to Daniel by way of a dream / vision:  We found there an outline 
given by Almighty God to the prophet Daniel regarding all of the 
governmental powers that would follow the rule of the Persians, all the way 
up to the establishing of the Millennial Kingdom itself at the end of The 
Great Tribulation.  These prophecies were given hundreds of years before 
their fulfillments, many even four hundred years plus before the birth of our 
Lord Jesus Christ.  

 
● A key scripture concerning this time period is in Luke: 

 
Luke 21:24 And they shall fall by the edge of the sword, and shall be led 
away captive into all nations: and Jerusalem shall be trodden down of 
the Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled. 

 
● Chapter 2 contains, as we saw in our last fellowship, an “outline” for the 

later chapters where the Times of the Gentiles are revealed in detail 
prophetically.  And, we might ask, as we have before, why was Daniel given 
this knowledge concerning the future?  
 
The answer to this question is found in the same chapter: 

 
[READ   ] Dan. 2:29-30, 36-40  
29 As for thee, O king, thy thoughts came [into thy mind] upon thy bed, what 
should come to pass hereafter: and he that revealeth secrets maketh known to 
thee what shall come to pass. 
30 But as for me, this secret is not revealed to me for [any] wisdom that I 
have more than any living, but for [their] sakes that shall make known the 
interpretation to the king, and that thou mightest know the thoughts of thy 
heart. 
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. . . 
36 This [is] the dream; and we will tell the interpretation thereof before the king. 
37 Thou, O king, [art] a king of kings: for the God of heaven hath given thee a 
kingdom, power, and strength, and glory. 
38 And wheresoever the children of men dwell, the beasts of the field and the 
fowls of the heaven hath he given into thine hand, and hath made thee ruler over 
them all. Thou [art] this head of gold. 
39 And after thee shall arise another kingdom inferior to thee, and another third 
kingdom of brass, which shall bear rule over all the earth. 
40 And the fourth kingdom shall be strong as iron: forasmuch as iron breaketh in 
pieces and subdueth all [things]: and as iron that breaketh all these, shall it break 
in pieces and bruise. 
 

With this background, let’s now consider in more detail the vision of the four 
beasts.  In this chapter Daniel the prophet God reveals the coming Day of the 
Lord, beginning with the Tribulation Period, and then when that has ended, the 
second coming of our Lord Jesus and the establishing of his 1000 year Millennial 
Kingdom. 

 
I. A Quick Introduction to Prophetic Interpretation 

 
● Literal, non-literal or partially literal (as you will decide!):  This is the 

critical distinction. 
 

● The Majority views (Definitions from 
http://www.end-times-prophecy.org, a Preterist site!): 

 
○ Preterist: 

■ Definition: PRETERISM - “This is the belief that the 
apostle John wrote Revelation as a book containing a 
very brief view of history, describing events that would 
end by AD 70, with the destruction of Jerusalem. People 
who hold to this view believe John is describing the 
challenges of the early church in overcoming the 
Antichrist power of pagan Rome and the influence of 
Judaism.” 

 
○ Historicism: 
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■ Definition: HISTORICISM - “This is the belief that John 
was writing future history as it would unfold from his 
day to the end of time, detailing the events of the church 
and major world powers all the way through to the 
second coming of Christ. Interestingly, this is the view 
that most of the great Protestant reformers used in their 
teachings.” 

 
○ Futurist: 

■ Definition:  FUTURISM - “This is the belief that John 
wrote primarily about events that have yet to occur, 
even in our day. Including the future rise of the 
Antichrist. Futurism is the interpretation put forth by the 
popular Left Behind series and is supported by the 
majority of mainstream Protestant Christians. 
Interestingly, this theory was first put forth by a Roman 
Catholic Jesuit, Francisco Ribera in the late 1500's. And 
there is very good reason for this view to come about. 
And that is because of the great Protestant reformation 
just beginning in the 1500's, which exposed the Papal 
Church of Rome as the main Bible antichrist system. So 
this theory of futurism was invented by the Jesuits to 
divert people's minds from seeing that the Roman 
Church is the antichrist and that great whore which 
Revelation describes. Preterism also does the same job 
and was invented for the same reason.” 

 
● An Important Example Greatly Helping Our Understanding 

○ Hag. 2:6 For thus saith the LORD of hosts; Yet once, it [is] a little 
while, and I will shake the heavens, and the earth, and the sea, and 
the dry [land]; 

 
○ Hag. 1:1 In the second year of Darius the king, in the sixth month, 

in the first day of the month, came the word of the LORD by Haggai 
the prophet unto Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of 
Judah, and to Joshua the son of Josedech, the high priest, saying, . 

 
○ “A little while”:  This was written approximately 500 years 

before Christ or about 2,500 years plus before Christ’s 
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anticipated fulfillment of this amazing prophecy.  There is no 
possibility that this prophecy has already been fulfulled in 
human history . . . for it is still future in our Lord’s day.  Clearly 
this is not about the first coming or some other event in 
Israel’s often calamitous history.  That would be to destroy the 
basic principles of Biblical interpretation entirely. Matt. 24:29 
makes that so clear through the words of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall the 
sun be darkened, and the moon shall not give her light, and 
the stars shall fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens 
shall be shaken: 

 
● Another Example: 

○ [READ   ] Mal. 3:1-4  
1 Behold, I will send my messenger, and he shall prepare the way 
before me: and the Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to his 
temple, even the messenger of the covenant, whom ye delight in: 
behold, he shall come, saith the LORD of hosts. 
2 But who may abide the day of his coming? and who shall stand 
when he appeareth? for he [is] like a refiner's fire, and like fullers' 
soap: 
3 And he shall sit [as] a refiner and purifier of silver: and he shall 
purify the sons of Levi, and purge them as gold and silver, that they 
may offer unto the LORD an offering in righteousness. 
4 Then shall the offering of Judah and Jerusalem be pleasant unto 
the LORD, as in the days of old, and as in former years. 

 
○ Again, the history of the Jewish nation does not allow any time 

when this might have been fulfilled even to a small degree.  So 
the FUTURIST view is the only one that is supported by the 
Biblical account of Israel’s history AND by the testimony of 
our Lord. 

○ God WILL REVISIT ISRAEL!  He will yet in his good timing 
redeem his people.  Amen.  IF NOT, THEN THE SCRIPTURES 
DO NOT MEAN ANYTHING “EXCEPT WHAT WE WILL MAKE 
THEM TO MEAN (LORD SPARE US)!” 

 
● Furthermore, the testimony of the apostles could be taken into 

account as Acts 1 indicates: 
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○ [READ   ] Acts 1:6-9  
6 When they therefore were come together, they asked of him, 
saying, Lord, wilt thou at this time restore again the kingdom to 
Israel? 
7 And he said unto them, It is not for you to know the times or the 
seasons, which the Father hath put in his own power. 
8 But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come 
upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, 
and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of 
the earth. 
9 And when he had spoken these things, while they beheld, he was 
taken up; and a cloud received him out of their sight. 
 
The Lord was caught up he into heaven’s glory and the 
apostles saw it with their own eyes.  The kingdom was not to 
be established then although the Holy Spirit was to be given 
for the Pentecostal Dispensation leading up to the Second 
Coming and the establishing of the Millennial Kingdom. 
 
Clearly the issue here was only with the timing of the 
Kingdom, not the coming literal reality of it.  The issue was 
when and not what. 
 

○ The Apostle Paul must also be counted as giving clear 
testimony here, for example, in Rom. 9-11 and in  
2 Thess. 1 & 2.  We will consider these scriptures another time. 

 
● Our Conviction: 

 
○ What It Is: Futurism! 

■ Promises made to Israel must have had a literal meaning 
■ Promises made must be kept - literally 
■ Any other view of God’s promises makes God a liar 

 
 
Transition: 
 

● Why it Matters: It makes all the difference to believers that prophecy 
(or God’s promises to his people!) be taken as meaningful, that is, 
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literally, since we are enjoined most seriously to take God at his 
word.  Beginning with the gospel, that has been true for us all.  We 
took God at his word regarding the truth of the gospel and that made 
all the difference (as we have believed). 

 
● Challenge: If the rest of God’s prophetic word, his promises to Israel, 

are not to be kept literally, then how can we be so sure about the 
promises in the gospel?? 

 
II. Daniel’s Prophecies: The Vision of the Four  Beasts 

 
Dan. 7:1-14 
1 In the first year of Belshazzar king of Babylon Daniel had a dream and visions 
of his head upon his bed: then he wrote the dream, [and] told the sum of the 
matters. 
2 Daniel spake and said, I saw in my vision by night, and, behold, the four winds 
of the heaven strove upon the great sea. 
3 And four great beasts came up from the sea, diverse one from another. 
4 The first [was] like a lion, and had eagle's wings: I beheld till the wings 
thereof were plucked, and it was lifted up from the earth, and made stand upon 
the feet as a man, and a man's heart was given to it. 
5 And behold another beast, a second, like to a bear, and it raised up itself on 
one side, and [it had] three ribs in the mouth of it between the teeth of it: and they 
said thus unto it, Arise, devour much flesh. 
. . . 
6 After this I beheld, and lo another, like a leopard, which had upon the back of 
it four wings of a fowl; the beast had also four heads; and dominion was given to 
it. 
. . . 
7 After this I saw in the night visions, and behold a fourth beast, dreadful and 
terrible, and strong exceedingly; and it had great iron teeth: it devoured and 
brake in pieces, and stamped the residue with the feet of it: and it [was] diverse 
from all the beasts that [were] before it; and it had ten horns. 
8 I considered the horns, and, behold, there came up among them another 
little horn, before whom there were three of the first horns plucked up by the 
roots: and, behold, in this horn [were] eyes like the eyes of man, and a 
mouth speaking great things. 
. . . 
9 I beheld till the thrones were cast down, and the Ancient of days did sit, whose 
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garment [was] white as snow, and the hair of his head like the pure wool: his 
throne [was like] the fiery flame, [and] his wheels [as] burning fire. 
10 A fiery stream issued and came forth from before him: thousand thousands 
ministered unto him, and ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him: the 
judgment was set, and the books were opened. 
11 I beheld then because of the voice of the great words which the horn spake: I 
beheld [even] till the beast was slain, and his body destroyed, and given to the 
burning flame. 
12 As concerning the rest of the beasts, they had their dominion taken away: yet 
their lives were prolonged for a season and time. 
. . . 
13 I saw in the night visions, and, behold, [one] like the Son of man came with 
the clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancient of days, and they brought him 
near before him. 
14 And there was given him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all people, 
nations, and languages, should serve him: his dominion [is] an everlasting 
dominion, which shall not pass away, and his kingdom [that] which shall not be 
destroyed. 

 
III. Preview of the Interpretation: 

 
The Daniel 2 & 7 correlations, are they exact? 
—— 
 
Dan. 2:38 And wheresoever the children of men dwell, the beasts of the 
field and the fowls of the heaven hath he given into thine hand, and hath 
made thee ruler over them all. Thou [art] this head of gold. 
 
Dan. 7:4 The first [was] like a lion, and had eagle's wings: I beheld till the 
wings thereof were plucked, and it was lifted up from the earth, and made 
stand upon the feet as a man, and a man's heart was given to it. 
 
———— 
 
Dan. 2:39a And after thee shall arise another kingdom inferior to thee,  
 
Dan. 7:5 And behold another beast, a second, like to a bear, and it raised 
up itself on one side, and [it had] three ribs in the mouth of it between the 
teeth of it: and they said thus unto it, Arise, devour much flesh. 
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———— 
 
Dan. 2:39b and another third kingdom of brass, which shall bear rule over 
all the earth. 
 
Dan. 7:6 After this I beheld, and lo another, like a leopard, which had upon 
the back of it four wings of a fowl; the beast had also four heads; and 
dominion was given to it. 
 
———— 
 
Dan. 2:40  And the fourth kingdom shall be strong as iron: forasmuch as 
iron breaketh in pieces and subdueth all [things]: and as iron that breaketh 
all these, shall it break in pieces and bruise. 
. . . 
Dan. 2:42 And [as] the toes of the feet [10!] [were] part of iron, and part of 
clay, [so] the kingdom shall be partly strong, and partly broken. 
 
Dan. 7:7-8  
7 After this I saw in the night visions, and behold a fourth beast, dreadful 
and terrible, and strong exceedingly; and it had great iron teeth: it 
devoured and brake in pieces, and stamped the residue with the feet of it: 
and it [was] diverse from all the beasts that [were] before it; and it had ten 
horns. 
8 I considered the horns, and, behold, there came up among them another 
little horn, before whom there were three of the first horns plucked up by 
the roots: and, behold, in this horn [were] eyes like the eyes of man, and a 
mouth speaking great things. 
 
But in the interpretation beginning in verse 17, nothing is said regarding 
the first three; it is the fourth where the focus is the focus.  And the scene 
is one of judgment apparently in the last days. 

 
● The “standard” interpretation is this:  These beasts represent the 

successive ancient kingdoms of Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece, and 
then the fourth beast, all that is Rome. 

 
● Only one other revelation of these beasts is given, in Rev. 13:2: And 
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the beast which I saw was like unto a leopard, and his feet were as [the 
feet] of a bear, and his mouth as the mouth of a lion: and the dragon gave 
him his power, and his seat, and great authority. 

 
Dan. 7:9-14 
9 I beheld till the thrones were cast down, and the Ancient of days did sit, 
whose garment [was] white as snow, and the hair of his head like the pure 
wool: his throne [was like] the fiery flame, [and] his wheels [as] burning 
fire. 
10 A fiery stream issued and came forth from before him: thousand 
thousands ministered unto him, and ten thousand times ten thousand 
stood before him: the judgment was set, and the books were opened. 
11 I beheld then because of the voice of the great words which the horn 
spake: I beheld [even] till the beast was slain, and his body destroyed, and 
given to the burning flame. 
12 As concerning the rest of the beasts, they had their dominion taken 
away: yet their lives were prolonged for a season and time. 
. . . 
13 I saw in the night visions, and, behold, [one] like the Son of man came 
with the clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancient of days, and they 
brought him near before him. 
14 And there was given him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all 
people, nations, and languages, should serve him: his dominion [is] an 
everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and his kingdom [that] 
which shall not be destroyed. 

 
●  As we shall see in our next meeting, Lord willing, this prophecy is 

explicit in its many details, and the focus is on the judgment of 
Almighty God yet ahead.  It is quite clear that God is planning a great 
and mighty revelation of his power and glory on this earth and that is 
perhaps near.  The central question to be answered is this:  Are the 
nations and governmental structures of our current time being 
directly referred to in Daniel 7 and in the book of Revelation?  And, if 
not, is it possible to identify them?  If not, what is the application of 
these prophetic books to our current time and to believers today? 

 
Conclusions / Exhortation: 
 

● Throughout Daniel’s adult life, the Times of the Gentiles were fully 
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underway.  Jerusalem had been destroyed along with the temple and the 
people of God were in exile.  But God was at work.  His working was 
sometimes very visible and often miraculous, but most of it was hidden. 
We should be at this point so very well aware of that as we continue our 
studies here in The Long War Against God. 

 
● The royal line concerning the Seed of the Woman still existed, of course. 

But it existed, as revealed much later in the New Testament, in the family 
and descendants of David’s son Nathan.  And it will be through that branch 
of David’s family that the seed of the woman will eventually come forth 
according to Luke 3. 

 
● So the royal line all the way from Genesis was being preserved even during 

Israel’s captivity in Babylon and in Persia (finally, through Zerubbabel who 
will return from the captivity and rule as king in the rebuilt capitol of 
Jerusalem).  In Esther we saw how God preserved his people by great 
miracles.  And he was doing the same in the background of his working 
during Daniel’s days as well in Babylon initially and then later in Persia. 
The bottom line: God always keeps his promises, even when his people are 
in exile! 

 
● Daniel was truly “A Man of All Seasons” and not only for that time then or 

for the future Tribulation Period.  What about us today?  
 
For me this is so encouraging?  What about you who are living under the 
abundance of his unlimited grace?  Has God and will God keep his 
promises toward his heavenly people?  Amen. 
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