
 

The Long War Against God: Introduction to Daniel -  
Daniel's Prophetic Revelations Regarding Messiah - Part 1 

 
 
Some Key Verses: 
 
Dan. 5:30 . . . in that night was Belshazzar the king of the Chaldeans slain. 
31 And Darius the Median took the kingdom, [being] about threescore and two 
years old. 
. . .  
Dan. 6:19-22 
19 Then the king arose very early in the morning, and went in haste unto the den 
of lions. 
20 And when he came to the den, he cried with a lamentable voice unto Daniel: 
[and] the king spake and said to Daniel, O Daniel, servant of the living God, is thy 
God, whom thou servest continually, able to deliver thee from the lions? 
21 Then said Daniel unto the king, O king, live for ever. 
22 My God hath sent his angel, and hath shut the lions' mouths, that they have 
not hurt me: forasmuch as before him innocency was found in me; and also 
before thee, O king, have I done no hurt. 
. . .  
Dan. 6:25-28 
25 Then king Darius wrote unto all people, nations, and languages, that dwell in 
all the earth; Peace be multiplied unto you. 
26 I make a decree, That in every dominion of my kingdom men tremble and fear 
before the God of Daniel: for he [is] the living God, and stedfast for ever, and his 
kingdom [that] which shall not be destroyed, and his dominion [shall be even] 
unto the end. 
27 He delivereth and rescueth, and he worketh signs and wonders in heaven and 
in earth, who hath delivered Daniel from the power of the lions. 
28 So this Daniel prospered in the reign of Darius, and in the reign of Cyrus the 
Persian. 
 
Dan. 7:13-14  
13 I saw in the night visions, and, behold, [one] like the Son of man came with the 
clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancient of days, and they brought him near 
before him. 
14 And there was given him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all people, 
nations, and languages, should serve him: his dominion [is] an everlasting 
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dominion, which shall not pass away, and his kingdom [that] which shall not be 
destroyed. 
 
Review: 
 

● We have already been privileged to see so much of what has been revealed 
through the prophet Daniel.  Amen.  We have seen how God raised up a 
Gentile king of the Babylonian empire to carry off the Jews of the Southern 
kingdom in several waves, including many of the most promising young 
men, including Daniel and his three friends.  We saw how the Lord 
nevertheless worked though these Jews while in captivity and how he 
worked in the heart of the king to reveal his power and glory. 

  
● Recently, we saw how Daniel was prepared by God to be a great 

messenger to his people AND TO THE GENTILES NATIONS AS WELL 
through the prophecies and dream interpretations and the miracles in the 
firery furnace.  

 
● Chapter 6 brought the end of the Babylonian empire as God set aside 

Babylon that great nation into bondage to Persia and king Darius, 
reconnecting us to the book of Esther.  Nebuchadnezzar’s successor 
Belshazzar had ascended to the throne but did not have a long reign until 
he was overcome by the Medes and the Persians.  God used Daniel again 
here since only Daniel could interpret the fateful words written by the hand 
of God on Belshazzar’s wall: “MENE, MENE, TEKEL, UPHARSIN”. 

 
● The prophecy contained there was immediately fulfilled that very night so 

that the conclusion would be drawn by all who witnessed these events that 
God rules in the kingdoms of men and gives the rule to whomever he will.  

 
● Then in our last meeting, we considered the Daniel and the lion’s den 

incident.  The scene has changed completely now as the Medes and the 
Persians are now in control in place of Babylon and King Nebuchaddnezzar 
and his successors.  Now we see how the book of Esther and its sacred 
history underlies that of Daniel and provides the context for the second 
phase of the prophet Daniel’s life nad ministry: 

 
○ Daniel’s Persian Exaltation: The Beginning (during the reign of King 

Darius) 
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Dan. 6:3-5  
3 Then this Daniel was preferred above the presidents and princes, 
because an excellent spirit [was] in him; and the king thought to set 
him over the whole realm. 
4 Then the presidents and princes sought to find occasion against 
Daniel concerning the kingdom; but they could find none occasion 
nor fault; forasmuch as he [was] faithful, neither was there any error 
or fault found in him. 
5 Then said these men, We shall not find any occasion against this Daniel, 
except we find [it] against him concerning the law of his God. 

  
○ He was known to be faultless and the king thought about co-regency, 

it seems.  What a testimony indeed was Daniel’s.  But his enemies 
were many and they were plotting against him. 

 
○ Daniel’s Persian Exaltation: The Challenge (a new law was made 

specifically to trap Daniel - No one in the kingdom was to ask 
anything of a god but the King): 

 
Dan. 6:9-10 
9 Wherefore king Darius signed the writing and the decree. 
10 Now when Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he went into 
his house; and his windows being open in his chamber toward 
Jerusalem, he kneeled upon his knees three times a day, and prayed, 
and gave thanks before his God, as he did aforetime. 

 
○ Daniel’s Persian Exaltation: His Faithfulness and Its Consequence 

(for he would worship his God whatever the result might be):
 

Dan. 6:11, 14,  
11 Then these men assembled, and found Daniel praying and making 
supplication before his God. 
. . . 
14 Then the king, when he heard [these] words, was sore displeased 
with himself, and set [his] heart on Daniel to deliver him: and he 
laboured till the going down of the sun to deliver him. 

 
○ So Daniel was discovered praying in clear violation of the decree and 
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was cast into the lion’s den.  The king had tried to find a way around 
the law but could not.  But he gave testimony to his hopefulness that 
God would work a great miracle and deliver Daniel with these words: 
“Thy God whom thou servest continually, he will deliver thee.”  

 
○ Daniel’s Persian Exaltation: His Deliverance by Almighty God (and, 

of course, he was delivered giving yet another proof of God’s 
miraculous protection of his servant, Daniel): 

 
Dan. 6:18-23 
18 Then the king went to his palace, and passed the night fasting: 
neither were instruments of musick brought before him: and his 
sleep went from him. 
19 Then the king arose very early in the morning, and went in haste 
unto the den of lions. 
20 And when he came to the den, he cried with a lamentable voice 
unto Daniel: [and] the king spake and said to Daniel, O Daniel, 
servant of the living God, is thy God, whom thou servest continually, 
able to deliver thee from the lions? 
21 Then said Daniel unto the king, O king, live for ever. 
22 My God hath sent his angel, and hath shut the lions' mouths, that 
they have not hurt me: forasmuch as before him innocency was 
found in me; and also before thee, O king, have I done no hurt. 
23 Then was the king exceeding glad for him, and commanded that 
they should take Daniel up out of the den. So Daniel was taken up 
out of the den, and no manner of hurt was found upon him, because 
he believed in his God. 

 
● And So Daniel responded to the king’s cry with a calmly spoken 

word that an angel had shut the lion’s mouths and he had been 
delivered.  The king’s response was to have Daniel’s enemies all 
executed (in the same lion’s den) with their entire families! 

 
● Daniel’s Persian Exaltation: The King’s Testimony (so in the end the 

Lord God is praised throughout the kingdom of Persia at the king’s 
order): 

 
Dan. 6:25-28 
25 Then king Darius wrote unto all people, nations, and languages, 
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that dwell in all the earth; Peace be multiplied unto you. 
26 I make a decree, That in every dominion of my kingdom men 
tremble and fear before the God of Daniel: for he [is] the living God, 
and stedfast for ever, and his kingdom [that] which shall not be 
destroyed, and his dominion [shall be even] unto the end. 
27 He delivereth and rescueth, and he worketh signs and wonders in 
heaven and in earth, who hath delivered Daniel from the power of the 
lions. 
28 So this Daniel prospered in the reign of Darius, and in the reign of 
Cyrus the Persian.  

  
● Furthermore, it is written that as a consequence of all that has 

happened, Daniel prospered not only in the reign of Darius, but also 
in the reign of Cyrus.  This is such a fitting ending of this phase of 
Daniel’s life and the next and final phase as well, as Daniel is prophet 
and servant of the children of Israel as they continue for some time 
in exile in both Babylonia and in Persia.  As we have seen time and 
time again, God blesses his people in such a mighty way, even when 
they are in exile. 

 
Dan. 6:25-28  
25 Then king Darius wrote unto all people, nations, and languages, that 
dwell in all the earth; Peace be multiplied unto you. 
26 I make a decree, That in every dominion of my kingdom men tremble 
and fear before the God of Daniel: for he [is] the living God, and stedfast 
for ever, and his kingdom [that] which shall not be destroyed, and his 
dominion [shall be even] unto the end. 
27 He delivereth and rescueth, and he worketh signs and wonders in 
heaven and in earth, who hath delivered Daniel from the power of the 
lions. 
28 So this Daniel prospered in the reign of Darius, and in the reign of 
Cyrus the Persian. 
 

The Times of the Gentiles: 
 
Now begins the second section of this amazing and prophetic book.  And it is 
amazing indeed because we find written here for the most part hundreds of years 
before their fulfillments, prophecies concerning all of the governmental powers 
that would follow the rule of the Persians, all the way up to the establishing of the 
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Millennial Kingdom itself at the end of The Great Tribulation.  These times are 
called in scripture “The Times of the Gentiles”. 
 

Luke 21:24 And they shall fall by the edge of the sword, and shall be led away 
captive into all nations: and Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the Gentiles, 
until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled. 
 
Rev. 11:2 But the court which is without the temple leave out, and measure it 
not; for it is given unto the Gentiles: and the holy city shall they tread under foot 
forty [and] two months. [42 months = 1260 days = 3 ½ years = “time, times, 
and the dividing of time”, Dan. 7:25]  This is the second half of the Great 
Tribulation period and much of the divine history for the nation of Israel 
hinges on the events to take place then.  Satan through his anti-christ, false 
prophet, and the beast steal the rule over the land of promise and over the 
holy city Jerusalem and dominate the world for a short time span of three 
and a half years.  But that God has revealed this to his prophets more than 
two thousand years before -- that is remarkable indeed!  

 
It would have been so encouraging for the Jews who came to know these 
prophecies that God had not forgotten them and would in his timing establish the 
nation again in its promised land. In God’s timetable for mankind and for the 
earth, Israel would take center stage again in God’s working but not until they 
have been set aside temporarily and the Gentiles take center stage.  We live in 
that time now. 
 
Let’s review Daniel chapter 2 before we proceed: 
 

Dan. 2:31-35  
31 Thou, O king, sawest, and behold a great image. This great image, whose 
brightness [was] excellent, stood before thee; and the form thereof [was] terrible. 
32 This image's head [was] of fine gold, his breast and his arms of silver, his 
belly and his thighs of brass, 
33 His legs of iron, his feet part of iron and part of clay. 
34 Thou sawest till that a stone was cut out without hands, which smote the 
image upon his feet [that were] of iron and clay, and brake them to pieces. 
35 Then was the iron, the clay, the brass, the silver, and the gold, broken to 
pieces together, and became like the chaff of the summer threshingfloors; and 
the wind carried them away, that no place was found for them: and the stone that 
smote the image became a great mountain, and filled the whole earth. 
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● Nebuchadnezzar had had a dream that troubled him greatly, perhaps 

for the most part because it was complex and included himself and 
his end.  But all men come to an end and he surely knew that.  So 
what troubled him the most? 

● Perhaps it was the last part, verse 34 where we see a revelation 
concerning the coming “stone [that] was cut out without hands, which 
smote the image upon his feet [that were] of iron and clay, and brake them 
to pieces.”  And then there was the final verse here, verse 35, where 
the millennial prophecy concerning the coming Messianic Kingdom: 
“the stone that smote the image became a great mountain, and filled the 
whole earth.”  For if God, the true God, the God who ruled in heaven 
and on earth could do what this prophetic vision indicated, then 
Nebuchadnezzar’s heart of flesh surely needed a profound and total 
“makeover”.  The following chapters, as we saw, provided just that 
for this Gentile king and it changed the history of those times 
greatly. 

 
Dan. 2:36-46  
36 This [is] the dream; and we will tell the interpretation thereof before the 
king. 
37 Thou, O king, [art] a king of kings: for the God of heaven hath given thee 
a kingdom, power, and strength, and glory. 
38 And wheresoever the children of men dwell, the beasts of the field and 
the fowls of the heaven hath he given into thine hand, and hath made thee 
ruler over them all. Thou [art] this head of gold. 
39 And after thee shall arise another kingdom inferior to thee, and another 
third kingdom of brass, which shall bear rule over all the earth. 
40 And the fourth kingdom shall be strong as iron: forasmuch as iron 
breaketh in pieces and subdueth all [things]: and as iron that breaketh all 
these, shall it break in pieces and bruise. 
41 And whereas thou sawest the feet and toes, part of potters' clay, and part of 
iron, the kingdom shall be divided; but there shall be in it of the strength of the 
iron, forasmuch as thou sawest the iron mixed with miry clay. 
42 And [as] the toes of the feet [were] part of iron, and part of clay, [so] the 
kingdom shall be partly strong, and partly broken. 
43 And whereas thou sawest iron mixed with miry clay, they shall mingle 
themselves with the seed of men: but they shall not cleave one to another, 
even as iron is not mixed with clay. 
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44 And in the days of these kings shall the God of heaven set up a 
kingdom, which shall never be destroyed: and the kingdom shall not be left 
to other people, [but] it shall break in pieces and consume all these 
kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever. 
45 Forasmuch as thou sawest that the stone was cut out of the mountain 
without hands, and that it brake in pieces the iron, the brass, the clay, the 
silver, and the gold; the great God hath made known to the king what shall 
come to pass hereafter: and the dream [is] certain, and the interpretation 
thereof sure. 
 
46 Then the king Nebuchadnezzar fell upon his face, and worshipped 
Daniel, and commanded that they should offer an oblation and sweet 
odours unto him. 

 
● It is these last words that are so significant here: 

[READ   ] Dan. 2:44-45 “And in the days of these kings shall the God of 
heaven set up a kingdom, which shall never be destroyed: and the 
kingdom shall not be left to other people, [but] it shall break in pieces and 
consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever.  Forasmuch as 
thou sawest that the stone was cut out of the mountain without hands, and 
that it brake in pieces the iron, the brass, the clay, the silver, and the gold; 
the great God hath made known to the king what shall come to pass 
hereafter.” 

 
● This is a truly great revelation indeed.  God shall intersect with the 

current kingdom and with those following as well.  But at the 
appointed time (and that it will be ‘appointed” by God is so clear 
from these words of the prophet) God will establish “a kingdom 
which shall never be destroyed”.  Amen. 

 
With this background, let’s now look at the prophecy of chapter 7, the vision of 
the four beasts.  In this chapter Daniel the prophet God reveals the coming Day of 
the Lord, begenning with the Tribulation Period, and then when that has ended, 
the second coming of our Lord Jesus and the establishing of his 1000 year 
Millennial Kingdom. 
 

[READ   ] Dan. 7:1-6 
1 In the first year of Belshazzar king of Babylon Daniel had a dream and visions 
of his head upon his bed: then he wrote the dream, [and] told the sum of the 
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matters. 
2 Daniel spake and said, I saw in my vision by night, and, behold, the four winds 
of the heaven strove upon the great sea. 
3 And four great beasts came up from the sea, diverse one from another. 
4 The first [was] like a lion, and had eagle's wings: I beheld till the wings 
thereof were plucked, and it was lifted up from the earth, and made stand upon 
the feet as a man, and a man's heart was given to it. 
5 And behold another beast, a second, like to a bear, and it raised up itself on 
one side, and [it had] three ribs in the mouth of it between the teeth of it: and they 
said thus unto it, Arise, devour much flesh. 
 
6 After this I beheld, and lo another, like a leopard, which had upon the back of 
it four wings of a fowl; the beast had also four heads; and dominion was given to 
it. 
 
[READ   ] Dan. 7:7-8  
7 After this I saw in the night visions, and behold a fourth beast, dreadful and 
terrible, and strong exceedingly; and it had great iron teeth: it devoured and 
brake in pieces, and stamped the residue with the feet of it: and it [was] diverse 
from all the beasts that [were] before it; and it had ten horns. 
8 I considered the horns, and, behold, there came up among them another 
little horn, before whom there were three of the first horns plucked up by the 
roots: and, behold, in this horn [were] eyes like the eyes of man, and a 
mouth speaking great things. 
 
[READ   ] Dan. 7:9-12  
9 I beheld till the thrones were cast down, and the Ancient of days did sit, 
whose garment [was] white as snow, and the hair of his head like the pure wool: 
his throne [was like] the fiery flame, [and] his wheels [as] burning fire. 
10 A fiery stream issued and came forth from before him: thousand thousands 
ministered unto him, and ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him: the 
judgment was set, and the books were opened. 
11 I beheld then because of the voice of the great words which the horn spake: I 
beheld [even] till the beast was slain, and his body destroyed, and given to the 
burning flame. 
12 As concerning the rest of the beasts, they had their dominion taken away: yet 
their lives were prolonged for a season and time. 
 
[READ   ] Dan. 7:13-14  
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13 I saw in the night visions, and, behold, [one] like the Son of man came with 
the clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancient of days, and they brought him 
near before him. 
14 And there was given him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all people, 
nations, and languages, should serve him: his dominion [is] an everlasting 
dominion, which shall not pass away, and his kingdom [that] which shall not be 
destroyed. 
 
Dan. 7:15-28  
15 I Daniel was grieved in my spirit in the midst of [my] body, and the visions of 
my head troubled me. 
16 I came near unto one of them that stood by, and asked him the truth of all this. 
So he told me, and made me know the interpretation of the things. 
17 These great beasts, which are four, [are] four kings, [which] shall arise 
out of the earth. 
18 But the saints of the most High shall take the kingdom, and possess the 
kingdom for ever, even for ever and ever. 
19 Then I would know the truth of the fourth beast, which was diverse from 
all the others, exceeding dreadful, whose teeth [were of] iron, and his nails 
[of] brass; [which] devoured, brake in pieces, and stamped the residue with 
his feet; 
20 And of the ten horns that [were] in his head, and [of] the other which 
came up, and before whom three fell; even [of] that horn that had eyes, and 
a mouth that spake very great things, whose look [was] more stout than his 
fellows. 
21 I beheld, and the same horn made war with the saints, and prevailed 
against them; 
22 Until the Ancient of days came, and judgment was given to the saints of 
the most High; and the time came that the saints possessed the kingdom. 
23 Thus he said, The fourth beast shall be the fourth kingdom upon earth, which 
shall be diverse from all kingdoms, and shall devour the whole earth, and shall 
tread it down, and break it in pieces. 
24 And the ten horns out of this kingdom [are] ten kings [that] shall arise: and 
another shall rise after them; and he shall be diverse from the first, and he shall 
subdue three kings. 
25 And he shall speak [great] words against the most High, and shall wear 
out the saints of the most High, and think to change times and laws: and 
they shall be given into his hand until a time and times and the dividing of 
time. [==> Rev 13:5 And there was given unto him a mouth speaking great 
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things and blasphemies; and power was given unto him to continue forty [and] 
two months.”] 

 
26 But the judgment shall sit, and they shall take away his dominion, to 
consume and to destroy [it] unto the end. 
27 And the kingdom and dominion, and the greatness of the kingdom 
under the whole heaven, shall be given to the people of the saints of the 
most High, whose kingdom [is] an everlasting kingdom, and all dominions 
shall serve and obey him. 
28 Hitherto [is] the end of the matter. As for me Daniel, my cogitations 
much troubled me, and my countenance changed in me: but I kept the 
matter in my heart. 

 
● Some notes:  

○ “the Ancient of days” - only in verses 9, 13 & 22 in the entire 
Bible, clearly referring to God the Father since the Son is 
clearly distinguished in the context. 

○ “Son of man” - 193 times in the Bible, many times 
prophetically looking forward to the incarnate Christ 

○ Daniel’s revelation here can only be overshadowed in the Bible 
by John’s contained in the book of the Revelation of Jesus 
Christ.  The two must be studied together along, of course, 
with the gospel of Matthew. 

 
[Your comments?] 
 

● This revelation though Daniel is regarding the “stone”, the rock of 
ages, of course, and the ancient of days, our heavenly father, and 
“the greatness of the kingdom” finally being given to the saints, 
namely, the nation of Israel waiting for ages and generations for the 
fulfilment of this promises.  And it shall be glorious indeed!   Amen. 

 
To conclude today (and our goal today has been to create the sense of praise and 
worship in each of us that is appropriate to one who has had God’s ultimate 
purpose for the coming of the Seed of the Woman revealed so clearly), let’s read 
from the book of the Revelation, chapter 20: 
 
Rev. 20:9-15  
9 And they [the servants of anti-christ, of Satan] went up on the breadth of the 
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earth, and compassed the camp of the saints about, and the beloved city: and fire 
came down from God out of heaven, and devoured them. 
10 And the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, 
where the beast and the false prophet [are], and shall be tormented day and night 
for ever and ever. 
11 And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it, from whose face the 
earth and the heaven fled away; and there was found no place for them. 
12 And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were 
opened: and another book was opened, which is [the book] of life: and the dead 
were judged out of those things which were written in the books, according to 
their works. 
13 And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and death and hell delivered up 
the dead which were in them: and they were judged every man according to their 
works. 
14 And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death. 
15 And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake 
of fire. 
 
Conclusions / Exhortation: 
 

● So we have seen in our studies here that in the end, the story of 
redemption as recorded in the Bible is by necessity all about the Seed of 
the Woman and therefore about God’s holy and elect nation of Israel. 
However, through their sin and rebellion, God had set aside this beloved 
people and their land, even the beloved city and temple in Jerusalem.  They 
are given over in the fourth century B.C. to the Gentiles as the heathen 
Babylonian king Nebuchadnezzar. 

 
○ Throughout Daniel’s adult life, the “Times of the Gentiles”, as he 

calls these times in chapter 11 of his great prophetic book, were fully 
underway.  Jerusalem had been destroyed along with the temple and 
the people of God were in exile.  But God was nevertheless still at 
work.  His working was sometimes very visible and often miraculous, 
but most of it was hidden.  We should be at this point so very well 
aware of that as we continue our studies here in The Long War 
Against God. 

 
○ The royal line concerning the Seed of the Woman still existed, of 

course.  But it existed, as revealed much later in the New Testament, 
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in the family and descendants of David’s son Nathan.  And it will be 
through that branch of David’s family that the seed of the woman will 
eventually come forth according to Luke 3. 

 
○ So the royal line all the way from Genesis was being preserved even 

during Israel’s captivity in Babylon and in Persia.  In Esther we saw 
how God preserved his people by great miracles.  And he was doing 
the same in the background of his working during Daniel’s days as 
well in Babylon initially and then later in Persia.  The bottom line: 
God always keeps his promises, even when his people are in exile! 

 
● Now, here in Daniel’s book, we have been reading of how the 70 years of 

bondage of God’s people in Babylon and in Persia would soon be coming 
to an end.  It is appropriate therefore for God to give further revelation to 
his people, in this case through Daniel, his chosen mouthpiece.  And this 
revelation is among the greatest to be found anywhere in his revealed 
truth, the Bible.  For here in these final chapters in the great book we find 
revealed so much regarding the coming Messiah, the anointed one, 
promised in Genesis chapter 3, and long anticipated by all believing Jews. 
His coming had not been “delayed”, but his people surely needed to know 
that as they went forth again into the promised land, to rebuild the city wall 
initially, then the city, and finally the temple itself.  None of this could ever 
had occured if Nebuchadnezzar and Darius (Esther’s husband Ahasuarus) 
and then their son Cyrus had not witnessed the work of God in their midst 
and the central role Daniel and his three friends played in that work.  And 
now even the details concerning the coming of Messiah and Satan’s final 
attempts to thwart the purpose of God regarding his Son, our Lord Jesus 
Christ.  

 
● How encouraging for us today! 

 
[Your thoughts] 
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