
 

The Long War Against God: Introduction to Daniel -  
Daniel's Prophetic Revelations Regarding Messiah, 

His Preparation, Part 4 
 
 
Our Theme Verses: 
 
 
Dan. 5:30 . . . in that night was Belshazzar the king of the Chaldeans slain. 
31 And Darius the Median took the kingdom, [being] about threescore and two 
years old. 
. . .  
Dan. 6:11-17  
11 Then these men assembled, and found Daniel praying and making supplication 
before his God. 
12 Then they came near, and spake before the king concerning the king's decree; Hast 
thou not signed a decree, that every man that shall ask [a petition] of any God or man 
within thirty days, save of thee, O king, shall be cast into the den of lions? The king 
answered and said, The thing [is] true, according to the law of the Medes and Persians, 
which altereth not. 
13 Then answered they and said before the king, That Daniel, which [is] of the 
children of the captivity of Judah, regardeth not thee, O king, nor the decree that 
thou hast signed, but maketh his petition three times a day. 
14 Then the king, when he heard [these] words, was sore displeased with himself, 
and set [his] heart on Daniel to deliver him: and he laboured till the going down of 
the sun to deliver him. 
15 Then these men assembled unto the king, and said unto the king, Know, O 
king, that the law of the Medes and Persians [is], That no decree nor statute 
which the king establisheth may be changed. 
16 Then the king commanded, and they brought Daniel, and cast [him] into the 
den of lions. [Now] the king spake and said unto Daniel, Thy God whom thou 
servest continually, he will deliver thee. 
17 And a stone was brought, and laid upon the mouth of the den; and the king 
sealed it with his own signet, and with the signet of his lords; that the purpose 
might not be changed concerning Daniel. 
18 Then the king went to his palace, and passed the night fasting: neither were 
instruments of musick brought before him: and his sleep went from him. 
19 Then the king arose very early in the morning, and went in haste unto the den 
of lions. 
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20 And when he came to the den, he cried with a lamentable voice unto Daniel: 
[and] the king spake and said to Daniel, O Daniel, servant of the living God, is thy 
God, whom thou servest continually, able to deliver thee from the lions? 
21 Then said Daniel unto the king, O king, live for ever. 
22 My God hath sent his angel, and hath shut the lions' mouths, that they have 
not hurt me: forasmuch as before him innocency was found in me; and also 
before thee, O king, have I done no hurt. 
 
Review: 
 

● We have already been privileged to see so much of what has been revealed 
through the prophet Daniel.  Amen.  We have seen how God raised up a 
Gentile king of the Babylonian empire to carry off the Jews of the Southern 
kingdom in several waves, including many of the most promising young 
men, including Daniel and his three friends.  We saw how the Lord 
nevertheless worked though these Jews while in captivity and how he 
worked in the heart of the king to reveal his power and glory. 

  
● Recently, we saw how Daniel was prepared by God to be a great 

messenger to his people AND TO THE GENTILES NATIONS AS WELL 
through the prophecies and dream interpretations and the miracles in the 
firery furnace.  

 
● Then, last time we finished up in chapter 6 as God set aside Babylon 

bringing that great nation into bondage to Persia and king Darius. 
Nebuchadnezzar’s son Belshazzar had ascended to the throne but did not 
have a long reign until he was overcome by the Medes and the Persians. 
God used Daniel again here in the the miraculous handwriting on the wall 
was given and only Daniel could interpret its fateful words: “MENE, MENE, 
TEKEL, UPHARSIN” meaning: 
 

○ “Mene”, meaning that the remaining days of this kingdom will not be 
many 

○ “Tekel”:The king himself will also be judged in addition to his 
kingdom 

○ “Peres”: The kingdom will be soon divided between the Medes and 
the Persians. 

 
● The prophecy contained there was immediately fulfilled that very night 
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according to Dan. 5:30-31: 
 

30 In that night was Belshazzar the king of the Chaldeans slain. 
31 And Darius the Median took the kingdom, [being] about threescore and 
two years old. 

 
● Our conclusion was the conclusion drawn by all who witnessed these 

events, that God rules in the kingdoms of men and gives the rule to 
whomever he will.  

  
● Today, we continue in chapter 6 of this great and prophetic book to see 

how Daniel himself was further tested in the lions’s den and how God used 
this great miracle of deliverance to convince the Gentile king Darius 
regarding the one true God who rules all and ever shall.  The end of that 
was the king’s decree that all in his kingdom must bow before the one true 
God and none other.  Daniel continued on in his key governmental role in 
Persia until the end of his life it seems.  This is a fitting ending of his 
preparation to be Israel’s exile prophet. 

 
● So who is truly in charge on earth?  It is the Lord God who rules in the 

kingdoms of men and gives the rule to whomever he will.  The sacred 
history turns back to Esther and her son where God has been preparing for 
many years kings who know who rules in heaven and on earth!  Amen! 

 
● And now the sacred history will turn back to Esther and her husband 

Ahasuerus, here called Darius, now 62 years old (Dan. 5:31). 
 
[Your comments / questions?] 
 
Our Text Today: Dan. 6:1-28 - Daniel and the Lion’s Den Incident 
 

I. Daniel’s Persian Exaltation: The Beginning 
 

[READ   ] Dan. 6:1-5  
1 It pleased Darius to set over the kingdom an hundred and twenty princes, 
which should be over the whole kingdom; 
2 And over these three presidents; of whom Daniel [was] first: that the princes 
might give accounts unto them, and the king should have no damage. 
3 Then this Daniel was preferred above the presidents and princes, 
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because an excellent spirit [was] in him; and the king thought to set him 
over the whole realm. 
4 Then the presidents and princes sought to find occasion against Daniel 
concerning the kingdom; but they could find none occasion nor fault; 
forasmuch as he [was] faithful, neither was there any error or fault found in 
him. 
5 Then said these men, We shall not find any occasion against this Daniel, 
except we find [it] against him concerning the law of his God. 
 

● Daniel is given a high governmental position, called “the first”! 
Remember, this happened before under the Babylonian kings.  But 
now Daniel is living under the kings of the Medes and the Persians! 

  
● He was known to be faultless and the king thought about co-regency, 

it seems.  What a testimony indeed was Daniel’s.  But his enemies 
were many and they were plotting against him. 

 
II. Daniel’s Persian Exaltation: The Challenge 

 
[READ   ] Dan. 6:6-10 
6 Then these presidents and princes assembled together to the king, and said 
thus unto him, King Darius, live for ever. 
7 All the presidents of the kingdom, the governors, and the princes, the 
counsellors, and the captains, have consulted together to establish a royal 
statute, and to make a firm decree, that whosoever shall ask a petition of 
any God or man for thirty days, save of thee, O king, he shall be cast into 
the den of lions. 
8 Now, O king, establish the decree, and sign the writing, that it be not changed, 
according to the law of the Medes and Persians, which altereth not. 
9 Wherefore king Darius signed the writing and the decree. 
10 Now when Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he went into his 
house; and his windows being open in his chamber toward Jerusalem, he 
kneeled upon his knees three times a day, and prayed, and gave thanks 
before his God, as he did aforetime. 
 

● This was pure politics in action.  In a moment of apparent weakness, 
Darius agrees to sign a decree written by Daniel’s enemies.  He will 
soon see the full consequence of his actions.  

 

4 



 

● This was clearly a setup and spies from the regional governmental 
rulers (who, by the way all work at the pleasure of Daniel according 
to verse 2) surely will seek out and find that Daniel is still praying 
three times a day as was his usual practice, even though he knew 
that this new prohibition was in place. 

 
III. Daniel’s Persian Exaltation: His Faithfulness and Its Consequence

 
[READ   ] Dan. 6:11-17  
11 Then these men assembled, and found Daniel praying and making 
supplication before his God. 
12 Then they came near, and spake before the king concerning the king's 
decree; Hast thou not signed a decree, that every man that shall ask [a petition] 
of any God or man within thirty days, save of thee, O king, shall be cast into the 
den of lions? The king answered and said, The thing [is] true, according to the 
law of the Medes and Persians, which altereth not. 
13 Then answered they and said before the king, That Daniel, which [is] of the 
children of the captivity of Judah, regardeth not thee, O king, nor the decree that 
thou hast signed, but maketh his petition three times a day. 
14 Then the king, when he heard [these] words, was sore displeased with 
himself, and set [his] heart on Daniel to deliver him: and he laboured till the 
going down of the sun to deliver him. 
15 Then these men assembled unto the king, and said unto the king, Know, O 
king, that the law of the Medes and Persians [is], That no decree nor statute 
which the king establisheth may be changed. 
16 Then the king commanded, and they brought Daniel, and cast [him] into 
the den of lions. [Now] the king spake and said unto Daniel, Thy God whom 
thou servest continually, he will deliver thee. 
17 And a stone was brought, and laid upon the mouth of the den; and the 
king sealed it with his own signet, and with the signet of his lords; that the 
purpose might not be changed concerning Daniel. 
 

● Daniel is discovered praying in clear violation of the decree and this 
is reported to the king who now realizes his foolishness in agreeing 
to the terms of his counselors.  He seeks to find a way around the 
decree, but as his advisors point out, the “law of the Medes and the 
Persians” cannot be broken, even by the king himself! 

 
● But most wonderfully, when the king has watched Daniel being 
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thrown into the den of lions, he says “Thy God whom thou servest 
continually, he will deliver thee.”  This seems to indicate that Darius 
believes in the one true God, the ruler of heaven and earth, just like 
his mother Esther had taught him. 

 
● The sentence of death is executed and the door is sealed with a 

stone and with the king’s signature ring that no one in the kingdom 
may deliver Daniel.  How will the God who rules all respond, the king 
must be wondering? 

 
IV. Daniel’s Persian Exaltation: His Deliverance by Almighty God 

 
[READ   ] Dan. 6:18-24 
18 Then the king went to his palace, and passed the night fasting: neither 
were instruments of musick brought before him: and his sleep went from 
him. 
19 Then the king arose very early in the morning, and went in haste unto 
the den of lions. 
20 And when he came to the den, he cried with a lamentable voice unto 
Daniel: [and] the king spake and said to Daniel, O Daniel, servant of the 
living God, is thy God, whom thou servest continually, able to deliver thee 
from the lions? 
21 Then said Daniel unto the king, O king, live for ever. 
22 My God hath sent his angel, and hath shut the lions' mouths, that they 
have not hurt me: forasmuch as before him innocency was found in me; 
and also before thee, O king, have I done no hurt. 
23 Then was the king exceeding glad for him, and commanded that they 
should take Daniel up out of the den. So Daniel was taken up out of the 
den, and no manner of hurt was found upon him, because he believed in 
his God. 
24 And the king commanded, and they brought those men which had 
accused Daniel, and they cast [them] into the den of lions, them, their 
children, and their wives; and the lions had the mastery of them, and brake 
all their bones in pieces or ever they came at the bottom of the den. 
 

● The king now further gives evidence that he is a believer in Jehovah 
God for he responds to Daniel’s predicament in the way any godly 
Jew would, through fasting, by giving up his apparently nightly 
music, and he, in addition, could not sleep for his concern for Daniel. 
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It would be a great miracle indeed if Daniel was still alive in the 
morning. 

 
● And Daniel responded to the king’s cry with a calmly spoken word 

that an angel had shut the lion’s mouths and he had been delivered. 
The king’s response was to have Daniel’s enemies all executed (in 
the same lion’s den) with their entire families! 

 
[Your comments / questions?] 

 
V. Daniel’s Persian Exaltation: The King’s Testimony 

 
[READ   ] Dan. 6:25-28 
25 Then king Darius wrote unto all people, nations, and languages, that 
dwell in all the earth; Peace be multiplied unto you. 
26 I make a decree, That in every dominion of my kingdom men tremble 
and fear before the God of Daniel: for he [is] the living God, and stedfast for 
ever, and his kingdom [that] which shall not be destroyed, and his 
dominion [shall be even] unto the end. 
27 He delivereth and rescueth, and he worketh signs and wonders in 
heaven and in earth, who hath delivered Daniel from the power of the lions. 
28 So this Daniel prospered in the reign of Darius, and in the reign of Cyrus 
the Persian.  

  
● In my mind these concluding verses are most important for they 

reveal that God’s plan for this phase of Daniel’s life has reached its 
culmination: Daniel’s had been the instrument for God’s revelation of 
himself to the Medes and the Persians.  A decree has been issued 
effectively reversing the earlier one.  Now all in the kingdom are 
required by law to bow before to the one true God, the God of Daniel, 
the living God, the one who works miracles in heaven and on earth, 
the one who delivered Daniel from the lions. 

 
● Furthermore, it is written that as a consequence of all that has 

happened, Daniel will prosper not only in the reign of Darius, but 
also in the reign of Cyrus.  This is such a fitting ending of this phase 
of Daniel’s life and the next and final phase as well, as Daniel is 
prophet and servant of the children of Israel as they continue for 
some time in exile in both Babylonia and in Persia.  As we have seen 
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time and time again, God blesses his people in such a mighty way, 
even when they are in exile. 

 
 
Conclusions / Exhortation: 
 

● So, what is the meaning of all of this, for Daniel, for the children of Israel in 
exile in Babylon and Persia, and for the king and his people? 

 
○ For Daniel: Daniel was preserved though the challenges were many. 

In each case God used the trials to strengthen Daniel’s faith.  His 
ministry in his mature years must have been a great encouragement 
for God’s people in their final years of captivity before they 
responded to the call of Nehemiah to return to the Land of Promise. 

 
○ For the children of Israel: they were also preseved through many 

trials.  They were in fact greatly blessed and their return to the land 
in God’s timing would also be with the full support and blessing of 
Almighty God through the Persian king Cyrus. 

 
○ For the king and his people? Well, they had the testimony of God in 

their midst.  How many believed we cannot know, but God knows in 
every age and dispensation who belongs to him.  Their blessings 
shall be eternal.  Praise his name forever!  

 
● Now, what about the promise regarding the Seed of the Woman?  Is there a 

hidden meaning here too?  I believe that there is: 
 

○ Throughout Daniel’s adult life, the Times of the Gentiles were fully 
underway.  Jerusalem had been destroyed along with the temple and 
the people of God were in exile.  But God was at work.  His working 
was sometimes very visible and often miraculous, but most of it was 
hidden.  We should be at this point so very well aware of that as we 
continue our studies here in The Long War Against God. 

 
○ The royal line concerning the Seed of the Woman still existed, of 

course.  But it existed, as revealed much later in the New Testament, 
in the family and descendants of David’s son Nathan.  And it will be 
through that branch of David’s family that the seed of the woman will 
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eventually come forth according to Luke 3. 
 

○ So the royal line all the way from Genesis was being preserved even 
during Israel’s captivity in Babylon and in Persia.  In Esther we saw 
how God preserved his people by great miracles.  And he was doing 
the same in the background of his working during Daniel’s days as 
well in Babylon initially and then later in Persia.  The bottom line: 
God always keeps his promises, even when his people are in exile! 

 
● For me this is so encouraging?  What about you who are living under the 

abundance of his unlimited grace?  Has God and will God keep his 
promises toward his heavenly people?  Amen. 

 
In our next meetings: 
 

● The Prophecies (given under Belshazzar!) - Chapters 7 ff. 
○ Chapter 7 - 1st year of Belshazzar 
○ Chapter 8 - 3rd year of Belshazzar 
○ Chapter 9 - 1st year of Belshazzar 
○ Chapter 10 - 3rd year of Cyrus 
○ Chapter 11 - 1st year of Darius the Mede 
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