
 

The Long War Against God: Introduction to Daniel -  
Daniel's Prophetic Revelations Regarding Messiah, 

His Preparation, Part 3 
 
 
Our Theme Verses: 
 
Dan. 5:18-31  
18 O thou king, the most high God gave Nebuchadnezzar thy father a kingdom, and 
majesty, and glory, and honour: 
19 And for the majesty that he gave him, all people, nations, and languages, trembled 
and feared before him: whom he would he slew; and whom he would he kept alive; and 
whom he would he set up; and whom he would he put down. 
20 But when his heart was lifted up, and his mind hardened in pride, he was deposed 
from his kingly throne, and they took his glory from him: 
21 And he was driven from the sons of men; and his heart was made like the beasts, 
and his dwelling [was] with the wild asses: they fed him with grass like oxen, and his 
body was wet with the dew of heaven; till he knew that the most high God ruled in the 
kingdom of men, and [that] he appointeth over it whomsoever he will. 
22 And thou his son, O Belshazzar, hast not humbled thine heart, though thou knewest 
all this; 
23 But hast lifted up thyself against the Lord of heaven; and they have brought the 
vessels of his house before thee, and thou, and thy lords, thy wives, and thy 
concubines, have drunk wine in them; and thou hast praised the gods of silver, and 
gold, of brass, iron, wood, and stone, which see not, nor hear, nor know: and the God in 
whose hand thy breath [is], and whose [are] all thy ways, hast thou not glorified: 
24 Then was the part of the hand sent from him; and this writing was written. 
25 And this [is] the writing that was written, MENE, MENE, TEKEL, UPHARSIN. 
26 This [is] the interpretation of the thing: MENE; God hath numbered thy 
kingdom, and finished it. 
27 TEKEL; Thou art weighed in the balances, and art found wanting. 
28 PERES; Thy kingdom is divided, and given to the Medes and Persians. 
29 Then commanded Belshazzar, and they clothed Daniel with scarlet, and [put] a 
chain of gold about his neck, and made a proclamation concerning him, that he 
should be the third ruler in the kingdom. 
30 In that night was Belshazzar the king of the Chaldeans slain. 
31 And Darius the Median took the kingdom, [being] about threescore and two 
years old. 
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Review: 
 

● By way of introduction, we have seen here in our studies in Daniel how this 
great prophet’s focus begins with the deliverance of the Southern Kingdom 
from bondage to the Babylonians.  Daniel has a great prophetic legacy that 
has preceeded him already with Isaiah and Jeremiah (Is. 44:28; Jer. 25:11). 
They laid the foundations regarding how God would deliver the Jews into 
bondage through Nebuchadnezzar, the Babylonian king, and how they 
would be in bondage for a predetermined period of time, 70 years  
(Dan. 9:1-2). 

 
● The we considered one of the most (if not the very most) pivotal 

prophecies of the Old Testament, the prophecy of the “Seventy Weeks” as 
found in Daniel, chapter 9:24-27, we went to consider Daniel’s early 
prophetic ministry under King Nebuchadnezzar.  The arch-angel Gabriel 
had been sent to Daniel with this prophecy and a great one indeed it was! 
 

Dan. 9:24-27  
24 Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and upon thy holy 
city, to finish the transgression, and to make an end of sins, and to 
make reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in everlasting 
righteousness, and to seal up the vision and prophecy, and to anoint 
the most Holy. 
25 Know therefore and understand, [that] from the going forth of the 
commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem unto the Messiah 
the Prince [shall be] seven weeks, and threescore and two weeks: the 
street shall be built again, and the wall, even in troublous times. 
26 And after threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but 
not for himself: and the people of the prince that shall come shall destroy 
the city and the sanctuary; and the end thereof [shall be] with a flood, and 
unto the end of the war desolations are determined. 
27 And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week: and in 
the midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to 
cease, and for the overspreading of abominations he shall make [it] 
desolate, even until the consummation, and that determined shall be 
poured upon the desolate. 
 

● We examined the exact wording of the “Seventy Weeks” Prophecy of 
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Daniel 9 with the key to understanding being simply that in the Hebrew 
language the word “Weeks” simply means “sevens”.  A “week” in the 
Hebrew is literally a “seven”.  So a “seven” of days is therefore a “week” or 
“seven” days!  But in the same manner, a “seven” of years is also 
permitted when the context so dictates it.  Considering this, the seventy 
weeks prophecy can easily be seen to be intended “literally” in which case 
its exact fulfillments would be: 

 
○ “And after threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off . . .” - 

7+62 “weeks” of years = 49+434=483 years, and so it was. 
○ As Sir Robert Anderson’s great book on Daniel (“The Coming 

Prince”) makes so clear, the very date mentioned in verse 25b, the 
date of Messiah the Prince’s “cutting off”, corresponds exactly to the 
very date of the “Triumphal Entry” into Jerusalem in A.D. 32, exactly 
173,880 or 69 weeks of prophetic years of 360 days!! And “after” that 
was the crucifixion of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

 
● Then we skipped back to God’s preparations for Daniel’s life long work as 

the prophet of the Babylonian Captivity looked first at Nebuchaddnezzar’s 
first prophetic dream & Daniel’s interpretation of that in Chapter 2. 

 
○ King Nebuchadnezzar had had a very troubling dream, some at least 

of which, he said, he could no longer remember entirely after 
awakening, setting up the opportunity for Daniel to be set apart from 
all other “wise men” in Babylon in that anyone who could reveal the 
dream to the king must have had helf from God himself.  So the key 
test of the authenticity of an interpretation of his dream will rest on 
whether the King’s dream itself can be provided.  
 

● Then there was Nebuchadnezzar’s Second Prophetic Dream and Its 
Fulfillment - Chapter 4 
 

○ Now the king has another dream and needs another interpretation. 
And this time the fulfilment will be so near and will involve he 
himself: 

 
Dan. 4:29-37 
29 At the end of twelve months he walked in the palace of the kingdom of 
Babylon. . . 
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. . . 
31 While the word [was] in the king's mouth, there fell a voice from 
heaven, [saying], O king Nebuchadnezzar, to thee it is spoken; The 
kingdom is departed from thee. 
32 And they shall drive thee from men, and thy dwelling [shall be] 
with the beasts of the field: they shall make thee to eat grass as 
oxen, and seven times shall pass over thee, until thou know that the 
most High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomsoever 
he will. 
. . .  
33 The same hour was the thing fulfilled upon Nebuchadnezzar: and 
he was driven from men, and did eat grass as oxen, and his body 
was wet with the dew of heaven, till his hairs were grown like eagles' 
[feathers], and his nails like birds' [claws]. 
. . . 
34 And at the end of the days I Nebuchadnezzar lifted up mine eyes 
unto heaven, and mine understanding returned unto me, and I 
blessed the most High, and I praised and honoured him that liveth 
for ever, whose dominion [is] an everlasting dominion, and his 
kingdom [is] from generation to generation: 
35 And all the inhabitants of the earth [are] reputed as nothing: and 
he doeth according to his will in the army of heaven, and [among] the 
inhabitants of the earth: and none can stay his hand, or say unto 
him, What doest thou? 
36 At the same time my reason returned unto me; and for the glory of 
my kingdom, mine honour and brightness returned unto me; and my 
counsellors and my lords sought unto me; and I was established in 
my kingdom, and excellent majesty was added unto me. 
. . . 
37 Now I Nebuchadnezzar praise and extol and honour the King of 
heaven, all whose works [are] truth, and his ways judgment: and 
those that walk in pride he is able to abase. 

 
[Your comments?] 
 

● Now as we move ahead in this great prophetic book, we shall see in 
Chapter 5 how God will set aside Babylon and bring it into bondage to 
Persia.  Nebuchadnezzar’s son Belshazzar ascends to the throne (first 
co-regent, it seems, while his father is living as an animal in the field, and 
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then he succeeds him on the throne).  But as we shall see, he will not have 
a long reign until he is set aside and the Medes and the Persians begin 
their dominion over Babylon (and over the Jewish captivity as well). 

 
I. The Handwriting and Its Fulfillment & the Defeat of Babylon by the 

Persians:  The Grand Festival 
 

[READ   ] Dan. 5:1-4  
1 Belshazzar the king made a great feast to a thousand of his lords, and drank 
wine before the thousand. 
2 Belshazzar, whiles he tasted the wine, commanded to bring the golden 
and silver vessels which his father Nebuchadnezzar had taken out of the 
temple which [was] in Jerusalem; that the king, and his princes, his wives, 
and his concubines, might drink therein. 
3 Then they brought the golden vessels that were taken out of the temple of 
the house of God which [was] at Jerusalem; and the king, and his princes, 
his wives, and his concubines, drank in them.w 
4 They drank wine, and praised the gods of gold, and of silver, of brass, of 
iron, of wood, and of stone. 
 

● Belshazzar has learned little of what his father had learned the hard 
way.  He calls for a very large party focused on the drinking of the 
best of the wines grown in his kingdom.  But it seems that the 
celebration was designed to both honor the Babylonian gods and to 
offend the true God Jehovah since the sacred vessels from 
Jerusalem’s temple were used idolatrously. 

 
●  Notice that verse 4 says they praised the “the gods of gold, and of 

silver, of brass, of iron, of wood, and of stone.”  So this celebration was 
idolatrous indeed! 

 
II. The Handwriting and Its Fulfillment & the Defeat of Babylon by the 

Persians:  The Handwriting on the Wall 
 
[READ   ] Dan. 5:5-7  
5 In the same hour came forth fingers of a man's hand, and wrote over against 
the candlestick upon the plaister of the wall of the king's palace: and the king saw 
the part of the hand that wrote. 
6 Then the king's countenance was changed, and his thoughts troubled him, so 
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that the joints of his loins were loosed, and his knees smote one against another. 
7 The king cried aloud to bring in the astrologers, the Chaldeans, and the 
soothsayers. [And] the king spake, and said to the wise [men] of Babylon, 
Whosoever shall read this writing, and shew me the interpretation thereof, shall 
be clothed with scarlet, and [have] a chain of gold about his neck, and shall be 
the third ruler in the kingdom. 
 

● This is dramatic indeed, is it not?  Miraculously the fingers of a hand 
appear writing on the wall.  Just as with Nebuchadnezzar, miracles 
and dreams are used to convince these idolaters that there is a God 
in heaven who rules on earth.  Belshazzar’s father had learned that. 
But so far he himself had not . . . 

  
● The effect on Belshazzar was however immediate, and he turned to 

his “priests”, “ the astrologers, the Chaldeans, and the soothsayers”, for 
understanding.  It is not evident that anyone else saw the hand ... 

 
● A great promise is made … but who is the second ruler??  Is it 

Daniel?  No, see verse 16.  But could it be the “queen”?  She is 
apparently the queen mother and could also rule in the kingdom, but 
more than likely this is another member of the royal family as much 
ancient history also supports.  If much time has passed as seems to 
be indicated, then Nebuchaddnezzar himself has surely died at this 
point, so the “other” ruler is most likely not him. 

 
Dan. 5:10-13  
10 [Now] the queen, by reason of the words of the king and his lords, 
came into the banquet house: [and] the queen spake and said, O king, live 
for ever: let not thy thoughts trouble thee, nor let thy countenance be 
changed: 
11 There is a man in thy kingdom, in whom [is] the spirit of the holy gods; 
and in the days of thy father light and understanding and wisdom, like the 
wisdom of the gods, was found in him; whom the king Nebuchadnezzar 
thy father, the king, [I say], thy father, made master of the magicians, 
astrologers, Chaldeans, [and] soothsayers; 
12 Forasmuch as an excellent spirit, and knowledge, and understanding, 
interpreting of dreams, and shewing of hard sentences, and dissolving of 
doubts, were found in the same Daniel, whom the king named 
Belteshazzar: now let Daniel be called, and he will shew the interpretation. 
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● So Daniel (as the queen mother has recommended) is now also 

called to provide an interpretation as the queen mother has 
recommended.  It seems that Belshazzar’s memory of past history is 
not so good but she remembers everything! 

 
III. The Handwriting and Its Fulfillment & the Defeat of Babylon by the 

Persians:  The Request for an Interpretation 
 
[READ   ] Dan. 5:13-17  
13 Then was Daniel brought in before the king. [And] the king spake and said 
unto Daniel, [Art] thou that Daniel, which [art] of the children of the captivity of 
Judah, whom the king my father brought out of Jewry? 
14 I have even heard of thee, that the spirit of the gods [is] in thee, and [that] light 
and understanding and excellent wisdom is found in thee. 
15 And now the wise [men], the astrologers, have been brought in before 
me, that they should read this writing, and make known unto me the 
interpretation thereof: but they could not shew the interpretation of the 
thing: 
16 And I have heard of thee, that thou canst make interpretations, and 
dissolve doubts: now if thou canst read the writing, and make known to me 
the interpretation thereof, thou shalt be clothed with scarlet, and [have] a 
chain of gold about thy neck, and shalt be the third ruler in the kingdom. 
17 Then Daniel answered and said before the king, Let thy gifts be to 
thyself, and give thy rewards to another; yet I will read the writing unto the 
king, and make known to him the interpretation. 
 

● It is strange that Belshazzar is somewhat unfamiliar with Daniel. 
Seeing that he had been made a co-regent by Nebuchadnezzar, he 
should have known everything that had happened previously. 
Perhaps much time had passed since then and now Belshazzar 
finally rules.  That view is also supported by the following verses, 
especially verse 31. 

  
● Daniel refuses the gifts but agrees to interpret the vision. 

 
IV. The Handwriting and Its Fulfillment & the Defeat of Babylon by the 

Persians:  The Reminder of Their Royal History 
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Dan. 5:18-19  
18 O thou king, the most high God gave Nebuchadnezzar thy father a kingdom, 
and majesty, and glory, and honour: 
19 And for the majesty that he gave him, all people, nations, and languages, 
trembled and feared before him: whom he would he slew; and whom he would he 
kept alive; and whom he would he set up; and whom he would he put down. 
 

● Daniel first reminds Belshazzar of how the Lord God had dealt with 
Nebuchadnezzar. . . Reminders of the great workings of God in the 
past are always important in God’s working in the past -- that it might 
be understood as what it truly is.  It is not different here. 

 
● As we shall see now, this history was well known by the king but he 

had not responded to what he knew of how God had already worked 
there in his kingdom. 

 
V. The Handwriting and Its Fulfillment & the Defeat of Babylon by the 

Persians:  The Interpretation’s Prolog 
 

● Daniel now interprets the handwriting on the wall . . . and he has 
such boldness as he does so.  All the preparations God has 
performed in him down through the years have born much fruit in 
him, no doubt. 

 
Dan. 5:22-25 
22 And thou his son, O Belshazzar, hast not humbled thine heart, though 
thou knewest all this; 
23 But hast lifted up thyself against the Lord of heaven; and they have 
brought the vessels of his house before thee, and thou, and thy lords, thy 
wives, and thy concubines, have drunk wine in them; and thou hast praised 
the gods of silver, and gold, of brass, iron, wood, and stone, which see not, 
nor hear, nor know: and the God in whose hand thy breath [is], and whose 
[are] all thy ways, hast thou not glorified: 
24 Then was the part of the hand sent from him; and this writing was 
written. 
25 And this [is] the writing that was written, MENE, MENE, TEKEL, 
UPHARSIN. 
 

● The king’s failure is noted and the contrast is made known.  And the 
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specific issue at hand in stated.  The words were written on the wall 
indicating the judgment of almighty God against Belshazzar and the 
kingdom of the Babylonians.  They had blasphemed the Lord God 
and had praised false idols of wood, stone, iron, and precious metals 
like gold and silver. 

  
● And so the judgment is given: “MENE, MENE, TEKEL, UPHARSIN”. 

Note that this is written in the Babylonian language. 
 

VI. The Handwriting and Its Fulfillment & the Defeat of Babylon by the 
Persians:  The Interpretation 
 
[READ   ] Dan. 5:26-29 
26 This [is] the interpretation of the thing: MENE; God hath numbered thy 
kingdom, and finished it. 
27 TEKEL; Thou art weighed in the balances, and art found wanting. 
28 PERES; Thy kingdom is divided, and given to the Medes and Persians. 
29 Then commanded Belshazzar, and they clothed Daniel with scarlet, and 
[put] a chain of gold about his neck, and made a proclamation concerning 
him, that he should be the third ruler in the kingdom. 
 

● The interpretation of the words is now given. 
○ “Mene”: The days of the kingdom are now numbered meaning 

the end is near 
○ “Tekel”:The king will be judged as well as his kingdom 
○ “Peres”: The kingdom will be divided and given to the Medes 

and the Persians. 
 

● Note how damaging this is to the king and his nation.   And yet 
Belshazzar responds according to his promise and gives Daniel gifts 
and the third position of rulership!  This is most remarkable but 
again underscores how God works even in the hearts and lives of 
unbelievers to honor his own people and to fulfill his plan of the 
ages.  This should be so encouraging for us today as well.  God will 
keep his promises no matter how dark the skies may be or how many 
tears have fallen! 

 
VII. The Handwriting and Its Fulfillment & the Defeat of Babylon by the 

Persians:  The End of the Story 
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Dan. 5:30-31 
30 In that night was Belshazzar the king of the Chaldeans slain. 
31 And Darius the Median took the kingdom, [being] about threescore and 
two years old. 

 
● The story concludes as the king and his kingdom are removed 

forever.  The most powerful nation on earth is now going to be 
destroyed.  It is clear from this that the great wine feast occured as 
the enemy was at the gates even. 

  
● This should remind us of the great feast of wine the was held by 

Ahasuaraus to exalt presumably Haman.  But instead he was 
condemned in that feast.  Very interesting parallel with this one. 

 
● Our conclusion: God rules in the kingdoms of men and gives the rule 

to whomever he will.  And now we see how the sacred history turns 
back to Esther and her son.  Amen and amen. 

 
Conclusions / Exhortation: 
 

● We have already been privileged to see so much of what has been revealed 
through the prophet Daniel.  Amen.  We have seen how God raised up a 
Gentile king of the Babylonian empire to carry off the Jews of the Southern 
kingdom in several waves, including many of the most promising young 
men, including Daniel and his three friends.  We saw how the Lord 
nevertheless worked though these Jews while in captivity and how he 
worked in the heart of the king to reveal his power and glory. 

  
● And then, we looked ahead to chapter 9 to see how in the course of time, 

much time, in this case, God would bring forth his Messiah.  Daniel was 
chosen to reveal this great 70 week prophecy using as an intermediary the 
Archangel Gabriel, a prophecy pointing far into the future., to the very 
coming of Israel’s Messiah and our savior, the Lord Jesus Christ.  That 
prophecy is several fold in its details, as we have seen, even pointing far, 
far ahead in the prophetic plan of God to the Second Coming itself. 

  
● Then, in our last two meetings, we saw how Daniel was prepared by God to 

be that messenger to his people AND TO THE GENTILES NATIONS AS 
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WELL through the prophecies and dream interpretations and the miracles 
in the firery furnace.  Then today, we saw how God delivered the most 
powerful nation on earth into the hand of another, that of the Medes and the 
Persians. 

 
● Are you encouraged, brethren?  Any testimonies?  Comments? 

 
In our next meetings: 
 

● Daniel’s elevation, the lion’s den and his deliverance - Chapter 6 
● The Prophecies (given under Belshazzar!) - Chapters 7 ff. 

○ Chapter 7 - 1st year of Belshazzar 
○ Chapter 8 - 3rd year of Belshazzar 
○ Chapter 9 - 1st year of Belshazzar 
○ Chapter 10 - 3rd year of Cyrus 
○ Chapter 11 - 1st year of Darius the Mede 
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