
 

The Long War Against God: Introduction to Daniel -  
Daniel's Prophetic Revelations Regarding Messiah, 

His Preparation, Part 2 
 
 
 
Our Theme Verses: 
 
Dan. 4:13-17  
13 I saw in the visions of my head upon my bed, and, behold, a watcher and an holy 
one came down from heaven; 
14 He cried aloud, and said thus, Hew down the tree, and cut off his branches, shake 
off his leaves, and scatter his fruit: let the beasts get away from under it, and the fowls 
from his branches: 
15 Nevertheless leave the stump of his roots in the earth, even with a band of iron and 
brass, in the tender grass of the field; and let it be wet with the dew of heaven, and [let] 
his portion [be] with the beasts in the grass of the earth: 
16 Let his heart be changed from man's, and let a beast's heart be given unto him; and 
let seven times pass over him. 
17 This matter [is] by the decree of the watchers, and the demand by the word of 
the holy ones: to the intent that the living may know that the most High ruleth in 
the kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomsoever he will, and setteth up over it 
the basest of men. 
 
Review: 
 

● By way of introduction, we have seen here in our studies in Daniel how this 
great prophet’s focus begins with the deliverance of the Southern Kingdom 
from bondage to the Babylonians.  Daniel has a great prophetic legacy that 
has preceeded him already with Isaiah and Jeremiah (Is. 44:28; Jer. 25:11). 
They laid the foundations regarding how God would deliver the Jews into 
bondage through Nebuchadnezzar, the Babylonian king, and how they 
would be in bondage for a predetermined period of time, 70 years  
(Dan. 9:1-2). 

 
● Then we skipped ahead towards the end of Daniel’s book to one of  the 

most pivotal prophecies of the Old Testament, the prophecy of the 
“Seventy Weeks” as found in Daniel, chapter 9:24-27.  The arch-angel 
Gabriel had been sent to Daniel with this prophecy and a great one indeed 
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it was! 
● We examined the exact wording of the “Seventy Weeks” Prophecy of 

Daniel 9, verses 24 through 27 with the key to understanding being simply 
that in the Hebrew language the word “Weeks” simply means “sevens”.  A 
“week” in the Hebrew is literally a “seven”.  So a “seven” of days is 
therefore a “week” or “seven” days!  But in the same manner, a “seven” of 
years is also permitted when the context so dictates it.  Num. 14:33-34 has 
an example of this where in the prophetic context 40 days corresponds to 
40 years, a similar kind of meaning as here with a day representing 
prophetically a year and therefore a “week” of days would be 7 years in the 
prophetic calendar.  Considering this, the seventy weeks prophecy can 
easily be seen to be intended “literally” in which case its exact fulfillments 
would be in 490 years.  And, as Sir Robert Anderson’s made clear so many 
years ago now, the very date mentioned in verse 25b, the date of Messiah 
the Prince’s “cutting off”, corresponds exactly to the very date of the 
“Triumphal Entry” into Jerusalem in A.D. 32, exactly 173,880 or 69 weeks of 
prophetic years of 360 days!! And “after” that was the crucifixion of our 
Lord Jesus Christ.  And then there will be, again quite literally, the final 
week of years, the final seven year Tribulation period ending at the second 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ to this earth.  Amen. 

 
● Then, we went back to the earlier chapters in the book and saw how both 

Daniel and his three associates were treated by almighty God to a number 
of clear demonstrations of his supernatural power in preserving their lives 
through so many events, all of which were life threatening. In all of these 
events, Daniel and his associates were being prepared to be leaders and 
govenors in this kingdom and examples for the nation (and the Jewish 
people) of God’s continuing care even during their exile. . 

 
● We looked first at Nebuchaddnezzar’s first prophetic dream & Daniel’s 

interpretation of that in Chapter 2. 
 

○ King Nebuchadnezzar had had a very troubling dream, some at least 
of which, he said, he could no longer remember entirely after 
awakening, setting up the opportunity for Daniel to be set apart from 
all other “wise men” in Babylon in that anyone who could reveal the 
dream to the king must have had helf from God himself.  So the key 
test of the authenticity of an interpretation of his dream will rest on 
whether the King’s dream itself can be provided.  
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Dan. 2:5-6 
5 . . . The king answered and said to the Chaldeans, The thing is 
gone from me: if ye will not make known unto me the dream, with the 
interpretation thereof, ye shall be cut in pieces, and your houses 
shall be made a dunghill. 
6 But if ye shew the dream, and the interpretation thereof, ye shall 
receive of me gifts and rewards and great honour: therefore shew me 
the dream, and the interpretation thereof. 
 

○ Daniel and his friend’s sought from God the dream and its 
interpretation and God provided it: 
 
Dan. 2:19-22 
19 Then was the secret revealed unto Daniel in a night vision. Then 
Daniel blessed the God of heaven. 
20 Daniel answered and said, Blessed be the name of God for ever 
and ever: for wisdom and might are his: 
21 And he changeth the times and the seasons: he removeth kings, 
and setteth up kings: he giveth wisdom unto the wise, and 
knowledge to them that know understanding: 
22 He revealeth the deep and secret things: he knoweth what [is] in 
the darkness, and the light dwelleth with him. 
 

○ The dream’s details were then given to the king by Daniel and we 
saw that the dream was about an idol of a large size which is 
constructed from head to toe of differing kinds of materials starting 
with gold (the head) and ending with feet made of iron and clay 
mixed and all signifying one kingdom after another starting with 
Nebuchadnezzar’s (the gold head).  But all those nations in the 
dream were then to be destroyed by a “stone cut out without hands 
and becomes a great mountain filling the entire earth, a great 
Messianic prophecy indeed: 
 
Dan. 2:44  And in the days of these kings shall the God of heaven set 
up a kingdom, which shall never be destroyed: and the kingdom 
shall not be left to other people, [but] it shall break in pieces and 
consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever. 
 

3 



 

○ My favorite part here though is Nebuchadnezzar’s final words: 
 
Dan. 2:46-49 
46 Then the king Nebuchadnezzar fell upon his face, and worshipped 
Daniel, and commanded that they should offer an oblation and sweet 
odours unto him. 
47 The king answered unto Daniel, and said, Of a truth [it is], that 
your God [is] a God of gods, and a Lord of kings, and a revealer of 
secrets, seeing thou couldest reveal this secret. 
48 Then the king made Daniel a great man, and gave him many great 
gifts, and made him ruler over the whole province of Babylon, and 
chief of the governors over all the wise [men] of Babylon. 
49 Then Daniel requested of the king, and he set Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abednego, over the affairs of the province of Babylon: but 
Daniel [sat] in the gate of the king. 
 

[Your comments?] 
 

● Then, in our last meeting, we also looked at the faithfulness of Daniel’s 
three associates as they refused to bow before an idol set up by the king 
and were condemned to the burning furnace of fire. 

 
Dan. 3:16-18  
16 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, answered and said to the king, O 
Nebuchadnezzar, we [are] not careful to answer thee in this matter. 
17 If it be [so], our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the 
burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver [us] out of thine hand, O king. 
18 But if not, be it known unto thee, O king, that we will not serve thy gods, 
nor worship the golden image which thou hast set up. 

 
● You know the rest of the story well.  They were bound and thrown into the 

fiery furnace. . .  
 

Dan. 3:24-30  
24 Then Nebuchadnezzar the king was astonied, and rose up in haste, [and] 
spake, and said unto his counsellors, Did not we cast three men bound into 
the midst of the fire? They answered and said unto the king, True, O king. 
25 He answered and said, Lo, I see four men loose, walking in the midst of 
the fire, and they have no hurt; and the form of the fourth is like the Son of 
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God. 
26 Then Nebuchadnezzar came near to the mouth of the burning fiery 
furnace, [and] spake, and said, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, ye 
servants of the most high God, come forth, and come [hither]. Then 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, came forth of the midst of the fire. 
27 And the princes, governors, and captains, and the king's counsellors, 
being gathered together, saw these men, upon whose bodies the fire had 
no power, nor was an hair of their head singed, neither were their coats 
changed, nor the smell of fire had passed on them. 

 
● God preserved these three with a perfect salvation indeed and the king 

then most miraculouly gave testimony to the true God of heaven as well: 
 

Dan. 3:28-30 
28 [Then] Nebuchadnezzar spake, and said, Blessed [be] the God of 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, who hath sent his angel, and delivered 
his servants that trusted in him, and have changed the king's word, and 
yielded their bodies, that they might not serve nor worship any god, except 
their own God. 
29 Therefore I make a decree, That every people, nation, and language, 
which speak any thing amiss against the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego, shall be cut in pieces, and their houses shall be made a 
dunghill: because there is no other God that can deliver after this sort. 
30 Then the king promoted Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, in the 
province of Babylon. 

 
● These final words of the king are so blessed as if God himself has given 

these very words to the king himself.  Does God work in the hearts of men? 
Indeed he does as proven here.  All should be so encouraged!  Amen.  We 
continue now to see in detail exactly how Almighty God has done this in 
times past, and again, today, in the Babylonian kingdom under their great 
king (whom God had raised up!) Nebuchadnezzar. 

 
[Your comments?] 
 

I. Nebuchadnezzar’s Second Prophetic Dream:  Its Sacred Account 
 

● We continue with Nebuchadnezzar’s second prophetic dream, its 
sacred account.  The faithfulness of Daniel’s three friends was tested 
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to the limits -- but God was through all of this convincing the heart of 
the king in miraculous ways too, and I think that is really at the heart 
of this section of Daniel’s prophecy.  God’s people have been carried 
off in bondage in another land.  But God still works in the hearts of 
his elect, AND in the hearts even of this pagan king. 

 
● Now in our scripture for today, the Babylonian king has another 

dream and needs another interpretation.  And this time the fulfilment 
will be so near and will involve he himself in a very special AND 
PERSONAL way.  

 
Dan. 4:1-18  
1 Nebuchadnezzar the king, unto all people, nations, and languages, 
that dwell in all the earth; Peace be multiplied unto you. 
2 I thought it good to shew the signs and wonders that the high God 
hath wrought toward me. 
3 How great [are] his signs! and how mighty [are] his wonders! his 
kingdom [is] an everlasting kingdom, and his dominion [is] from 
generation to generation. 
4 I Nebuchadnezzar was at rest in mine house, and flourishing in my 
palace: 
5 I saw a dream which made me afraid, and the thoughts upon my bed 
and the visions of my head troubled me. 
6 Therefore made I a decree to bring in all the wise [men] of Babylon 
before me, that they might make known unto me the interpretation of 
the dream. 
7 Then came in the magicians, the astrologers, the Chaldeans, and 
the soothsayers: and I told the dream before them; but they did not 
make known unto me the interpretation thereof. 
8 But at the last Daniel came in before me, whose name [was] 
Belteshazzar, according to the name of my god, and in whom [is] the 
spirit of the holy gods: and before him I told the dream, [saying], 
9 O Belteshazzar, master of the magicians, because I know that the 
spirit of the holy gods [is] in thee, and no secret troubleth thee, tell 
me the visions of my dream that I have seen, and the interpretation 
thereof. 
10 Thus [were] the visions of mine head in my bed; I saw, and behold a 
tree in the midst of the earth, and the height thereof [was] great. 
11 The tree grew, and was strong, and the height thereof reached unto 
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heaven, and the sight thereof to the end of all the earth: 
12 The leaves thereof [were] fair, and the fruit thereof much, and in it [was] 
meat for all: the beasts of the field had shadow under it, and the fowls of 
the heaven dwelt in the boughs thereof, and all flesh was fed of it. 
13 I saw in the visions of my head upon my bed, and, behold, a 
watcher and an holy one came down from heaven; 
14 He cried aloud, and said thus, Hew down the tree, and cut off his 
branches, shake off his leaves, and scatter his fruit: let the beasts 
get away from under it, and the fowls from his branches: 
15 Nevertheless leave the stump of his roots in the earth, even with a 
band of iron and brass, in the tender grass of the field; and let it be 
wet with the dew of heaven, and [let] his portion [be] with the beasts 
in the grass of the earth: 
16 Let his heart be changed from man's, and let a beast's heart be 
given unto him; and let seven times pass over him. 
17 This matter [is] by the decree of the watchers, and the demand by 
the word of the holy ones: to the intent that the living may know that 
the most High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth it to 
whomsoever he will, and setteth up over it the basest of men. 
18 This dream I king Nebuchadnezzar have seen. Now thou, O 
Belteshazzar, declare the interpretation thereof, forasmuch as all the wise 
[men] of my kingdom are not able to make known unto me the 
interpretation: but thou [art] able; for the spirit of the holy gods [is] in thee. 
 

● Remember the previous dream and its interpretation, for it provides 
the foundational truth for understanding this prophetic dream.  God 
had raised up Nebuchadnezzar to overcome his nation Israel and to 
take many Jews into bondage after destroying Jerusalem and the 
temple.  But there was to be “the rest of the story” as was revealed in 
Daniel’s interpretation: 

 
Dan. 2:37-39  
37 Thou, O king, [art] a king of kings: for the God of heaven hath 
given thee a kingdom, power, and strength, and glory. 
38 And wheresoever the children of men dwell, the beasts of the 
field and the fowls of the heaven hath he given into thine hand, and 
hath made thee ruler over them all. Thou [art] this head of gold. 
39 And after thee shall arise another kingdom inferior to thee, and 
another third kingdom of brass, which shall bear rule over all the 
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earth. 
 

● This is an amazing prophecy indeed and there are some clear 
repetition here in the prophetic dreams given to the king.  The great 
king would be so humbled that he would even himself proclaim who 
rules in heaven and on earth.  It would be by “the decree of the 
watchers” (see verses 13, 17 & 23) that all this would be 
accomplished.  The king’s heart would be changed from inside out. 
Amen and amen! 

 
II. Nebuchadnezzar’s Second Prophetic Dream:  Its Interpretation Requested 

 
● Now the issue before the king is simply this:  What is the 

interpretation of the dream, the king asks Daniel.  Daniel has already 
proven himself so completely that the king is not afraid even to ask 
this most critical and clearly life threatening question:  What is the 
full meaning of it?  He was troubled by some of the words very 
greatly and I would assume would hope for some way out since its 
fulfillment will bring his perhaps soon demise.  He may have even 
thought Daniel might be able to change the future, considering how 
well he had now been treating him and his friends. One might 
wonder if this was his motive all along in granting Daniel and his 
friends such an exalted position in his kingdom.  Even the names he 
has given them were designed, it appears, to provide him a benefit, 
for his motives were never pure.  After all, he renamed him from 
Daniel meaning “God will judge” to Belteshazzar named after his 
own god Bel and perhaps meaning in the Chaldean language, Bel’s 
Prince. 
 
[READ   ] Dan. 4:19-23 
19 Then Daniel, whose name [was] Belteshazzar, was astonied for one 
hour, and his thoughts troubled him. The king spake, and said, 
Belteshazzar, let not the dream, or the interpretation thereof, trouble thee. 
Belteshazzar answered and said, My lord, the dream [be] to them that 
hate thee, and the interpretation thereof to thine enemies. 
20 The tree that thou sawest, which grew, and was strong, whose height 
reached unto the heaven, and the sight thereof to all the earth; 
21 Whose leaves [were] fair, and the fruit thereof much, and in it [was] 
meat for all; under which the beasts of the field dwelt, and upon whose 
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branches the fowls of the heaven had their habitation: 
22 It [is] thou, O king, that art grown and become strong: for thy greatness 
is grown, and reacheth unto heaven, and thy dominion to the end of the 
earth. 
23 And whereas the king saw a watcher and an holy one coming 
down from heaven, and saying, Hew the tree down, and destroy it; 
yet leave the stump of the roots thereof in the earth, even with a 
band of iron and brass, in the tender grass of the field; and let it be 
wet with the dew of heaven, and [let] his portion [be] with the beasts 
of the field, till seven times pass over him; 
 

● Here the “watchers” who are also called “holy one[s]” are 
instrumental in carrying out the plan of Almighty God.  These are 
apparently the principalities and powers in the heavenlies mentioned 
by Paul and elsewhere in the Old Testament as well.  Perhaps 
Gabriel, the arch-angel is also included in this description. He is 
mentioned twice in Daniel, in chapters 8 & 9.  Also, Michael, the other 
arch-angel mentioned by name in the Bible, is included by Daniel in 
chapters 10 & 12.  These arch-angels and additional ‘watcher” are 
directly involved in the affairs on this earth accomplishing the will of 
Almighty God as needed.  They especially have a focus on the 
nations and on the elect nation, Israel, it seems. 

 
● The king is to be brought so low that as verse 16 indicates, his heart 

is to be temporarily changed into the heart of a beast in the field 
where he will live for “seven times” or “seven years”, it seems. 
During this time his son will rule in his stead by necessity.  The next 
verses provide the details of the dream’s interpretation. 
 

III. Nebuchadnezzar’s Second Prophetic Dream:  Its Interpretation Given 
 
[READ   ] Dan. 4:24-30 
24 This [is] the interpretation, O king, and this [is] the decree of the 
most High, which is come upon my lord the king: 
25 That they shall drive thee from men, and thy dwelling shall be with 
the beasts of the field, and they shall make thee to eat grass as oxen, 
and they shall wet thee with the dew of heaven, and seven times 
shall pass over thee, till thou know that the most High ruleth in the 
kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomsoever he will. 
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26 And whereas they commanded to leave the stump of the tree 
roots; thy kingdom shall be sure unto thee, after that thou shalt have 
known that the heavens do rule. 
27 Wherefore, O king, let my counsel be acceptable unto thee, and 
break off thy sins by righteousness, and thine iniquities by shewing 
mercy to the poor; if it may be a lengthening of thy tranquillity. 
28 All this came upon the king Nebuchadnezzar. 
29 At the end of twelve months he walked in the palace of the 
kingdom of Babylon. 
30 The king spake, and said, Is not this great Babylon, that I have 
built for the house of the kingdom by the might of my power, and for 
the honour of my majesty? 
 

● Daniel now gives the full interpretation.  Verse 26 says the king will 
endure his time in the fields living as an animal and life will return to 
normal.  But the issue now is whether this judgment may be averted 
somehow, and verse 27 gives a strong warning. “. . . and break off thy 
sins by righteousness, and thine iniquities by shewing mercy to the poor; if 
it may be a lengthening of thy tranquillity.”  There is no indication the 
king responded to this exhortation.  In fact, it seems that he did not, 
since verses 29 & 30 indicate that after an entire year of “mercy”, the 
king’s heart was still unchanged.  For he says in verse 30: “Is not this 
great Babylon, that I have built for the house of the kingdom by the 
might of my power, and for the honour of my majesty?”.  Now divine 
judgment is inevitable . . . 

 
IV. Nebuchadnezzar’s Second Prophetic Dream:  Its Literal Fulfillment 
 

[READ   ] Dan. 4:31-33 
31 While the word [was] in the king's mouth, there fell a voice from 
heaven, [saying], O king Nebuchadnezzar, to thee it is spoken; The 
kingdom is departed from thee. 
32 And they shall drive thee from men, and thy dwelling [shall be] 
with the beasts of the field: they shall make thee to eat grass as 
oxen, and seven times shall pass over thee, until thou know that the 
most High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomsoever 
he will. 
33 The same hour was the thing fulfilled upon Nebuchadnezzar: and 
he was driven from men, and did eat grass as oxen, and his body 
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was wet with the dew of heaven, till his hairs were grown like eagles' 
[feathers], and his nails like birds' [claws]. 

 
● Most wonderfully, in our sacred history recorded here in Daniel 

chapter 4, the judgment of God has now fallen upon the king as it 
had been foretold in the king’s dream and in Daniel’s interpretation. 
The time of mercy had passed and “While the word [was] in the king's 
mouth”, that is, those words quoted for us in verse 30, the judgment 
from heaven fell as foretold in the prophetic dream.  The king was 
transformed into a beast of burden and lived in the fields for seven 
years. 

 
● And at the appointed time, at the end of the seven years, the king 

was transformed again, regaining his reason and his appearance 
AND his kingdom rule.  This was all foretold exactly by Daniel in 
accord with the king’s dream. 

 
● But the greatest part of this is in the details of the fulfillment of the 

prophecy: it has to do with the king’s confession of Almighty God 
ruling as had been prophecied in chapter 2 and also in chapter 4 
here.  He would be in the fields until he had come to know WHO 
actually ruled in the heavens and on the earth, even who ruled over 
the kingdoms of men.  Verse 34 makes this clear as the king gives 
his testimony: 

 
[READ   ]Dan. 4:34-37 
34 And at the end of the days I Nebuchadnezzar lifted up mine eyes 
unto heaven, and mine understanding returned unto me, and I 
blessed the most High, and I praised and honoured him that liveth 
for ever, whose dominion [is] an everlasting dominion, and his 
kingdom [is] from generation to generation: 
35 And all the inhabitants of the earth [are] reputed as nothing: and 
he doeth according to his will in the army of heaven, and [among] the 
inhabitants of the earth: and none can stay his hand, or say unto 
him, What doest thou? 
36 At the same time my reason returned unto me; and for the glory of 
my kingdom, mine honour and brightness returned unto me; and my 
counsellors and my lords sought unto me; and I was established in 
my kingdom, and excellent majesty was added unto me. 
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37 Now I Nebuchadnezzar praise and extol and honour the King of 
heaven, all whose works [are] truth, and his ways judgment: and 
those that walk in pride he is able to abase. 
 
And now, his reason returns and he is transformed into a man again! 
The testimony has sealed it - and all at the appointed time!  God 
knows the hearts and the timing of everything.   For the king has now 
proclaimed “for all the living” (verse 17), that it is the Lord God who 
rules and none other, not Bel, not any others of the Persian or 
Babylonian panoply of gods and goddesses, but the one true God 
alone.  Praise his name forever.  

 
Conclusions / Exhortation: 
 

● We have already been privileged to see so much of what has been revealed 
through the prophet Daniel.  Amen.  We have seen how God raised up a 
Gentile king of the Babylonian empire to carry off the Jews of the Southern 
kingdom in several waves, including many of the most promising young 
men, including Daniel and his three friends.  We saw how the Lord 
nevertheless worked though these Jews while in captivity and how he 
worked in the heart of the king to reveal his power and glory. 

  
● And then, we looked ahead to chapter 9 to see how in the course of time, 

much time, in this case, God would bring forth his Messiah.  Daniel was 
chosen to reveal this great 70 week prophecy using as an intermediary the 
Archangel Gabriel, a prophecy pointing far into the future., to the very 
coming of Israel’s Messiah and our savior, the Lord Jesus Christ.  That 
prophecy is several fold in its details, as we have seen, even pointing far, 
far ahead in the prophetic plan of God to the Second Coming itself. 

  
● Now we have seen how God ruled even in king Nebuchadnezzar’s heart to 

bring forth this wonderful testimony of praise to the Almighty. 
 

● Through all of this the prophet Daniel has been prepared by God to be that 
messenger to his people AND TO THE GENTILES NATIONS AS WELL.  
 
What does it mean of us today, Gentiles living under the abundance of 
grace?  Much indeed.  God kept, God keeps, and God shall keep all of his 
promises, whether to his people Israel, or us Gentiles.  Praise be to him 
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and may he be glorified forever. 
 
Next time, Lord willing, we shall consider how God sets aside Babylon and brings 
it into bondage to Persia.  Nebuchadnezzar’s son Belshazzar will rule in his 
father’s stead but he will not have a long reign at all until he is set aside and the 
Medes and the Persians will rule over Babylon (and over the Jewish captivity as 
well). 
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