
 

The Long War Against God: Introduction to Daniel -  
Daniel's Prophetic Revelations Regarding Messiah, 

His Preparation, Part 1 
 
 
Our Theme Verses: 
 
Dan. 9:24-27  
24 Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and upon thy holy city, to 
finish the transgression, and to make an end of sins, and to make reconciliation 
for iniquity, and to bring in everlasting righteousness, and to seal up the vision 
and prophecy, and to anoint the most Holy. 
25 Know therefore and understand, [that] from the going forth of the commandment 
to restore and to build Jerusalem unto the Messiah the Prince [shall be] seven 
weeks, and threescore and two weeks: the street shall be built again, and the wall, 
even in troublous times. 
26 And after threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but not for himself: 
and the people of the prince that shall come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary; 
and the end thereof [shall be] with a flood, and unto the end of the war desolations are 
determined. 
27 And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week: and in the midst of 
the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for the 
overspreading of abominations he shall make [it] desolate, even until the 
consummation, and that determined shall be poured upon the desolate. 
 
Review: 
 

● By way of introduction, here in our Bible fellowship for some time we have 
been focusing on the O.T. books of Esther and have now come to the book 
of Daniel.  We have seen in great detail how Satan has worked and the Lord 
God has responded.  As I have commented so often here in our fellowships 
around the topic of The Long War Against God, the prophecy found in Gen. 
3:15 concerning the Seed of the Woman takes center stage in Biblical 
history.  That is not surprising considering that in an ultimate sense, Satan 
is committed to destroying this plan by destroying this seed.  Since he is 
not omnicient he must also try to destroy the children of Israel and that 
nation.  Much of the Old Testament is the history of Satan’s many failed 
attempts to accomplish his purpose. 
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● And now as we proceed in Daniel, we are seeing parallels between the two 
books, not the least of these being that Esther is prophetic in its types 
while Daniel is prophetic in its detailed prophecies while both books are 
“messianic”.  This means there are events in Esther and prophecies in 
Daniel that point forward many centuries to Christ’s first coming and also 
to his second coming after the Seven Year Great Tribulation Period, and 
then, in Purim, to the final defeat of Satan at the end of the 1000 year 
Messianic Kingdom.  Remarkably, even many of the historical events in the 
books (especially in Esther) have future fulfillments as types pointing 
forward to their antitypes.  

 
● Although the the time periods covered in the two books are overlapping, 

Daniel’s book covers essentially the entire 70 year period of the Captivity of 
the children of the Southern Kingdom.  Geographically, Esther is centered 
in Persia, and Daniel in Babylon.  Babylon is taken captive by Persia in due 
time and then the two become one, so Daniel and his freinds end up being 
the servants of the Persian kings whom he mentions (Ahasuerus, Darius 
and Cyrus). 

 
● Daniel’s prophetic focus begins with the deliverance of The Southern 

Kingdom from bondage to the Babylonians” 
 

○ We saw how the context of Daniel was revealed in the Pre-exilic 
prophets Isaiah and Jeremiah.   Around two centuries BEFORE the 
event highlighted in Daniel’s prophecies relating to the return of the 
children if Israel to the Land of Promise, God had revealed through 
his prophet Isaiah their return at his appointed time, AND even the 
name of their deliverer (Is. 44:28, Cyrus)!  

 
○ But Daniel’s prophetic ministry got its start in recognizing what the 

prophet Jeremiah had already written in his chapter 25 where the 
exact length of their captivity is revealed: 

 
Jer. 25:11  And this whole land shall be a desolation, [and] an 
astonishment; and these nations shall serve the king of Babylon seventy 
years.  

 
○ Dan. 9:1-2  

1 In the first year of Darius the son of Ahasuerus, of the seed of the 
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Medes, which was made king over the realm of the Chaldeans; 
2 In the first year of his reign I Daniel understood by books the number of 
the years, whereof the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah the prophet, 
that he would accomplish seventy years in the desolations of Jerusalem. 

 
● Now, in our last fellowship, with that as our background, we moved ahead 

to one of the pivotal prophecies of the Old Testament, the prophecy of the 
“Seventy Weeks” as found in Daniel, chapter 9: 

 
● The “Seventy Weeks” Prophecy of Daniel 9: 

 
Dan. 9:24-27  
24 Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and upon thy holy city, 
to finish the transgression, and to make an end of sins, and to make 
reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in everlasting righteousness, and to 
seal up the vision and prophecy, and to anoint the most Holy. 
25 Know therefore and understand, [that] from the going forth of the 
commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem unto the Messiah the 
Prince [shall be] seven weeks, and threescore and two weeks: the street 
shall be built again, and the wall, even in troublous times. 
26 And after threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but not for 
himself: and the people of the prince that shall come shall destroy the city and 
the sanctuary; and the end thereof [shall be] with a flood, and unto the end of the 
war desolations are determined. 
27 And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week: and in the 
midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for 
the overspreading of abominations he shall make [it] desolate, even until the 
consummation, and that determined shall be poured upon the desolate.  [shall . . 
. shall] 

 
○ The “Seventy Weeks” Prophecy of Daniel 9: Its interpretation 

 
■ We believe very strongly that one of the most critical keys to 

understanding Biblical prophecy is to take scripture literally 
unless there are very good reasons not to do so.  But to do 
this properly we must first of all consider the language itself 
very carefully: 

 
■ In that regard, we pointed out how “Weeks” = Lit. (Hebrew) 
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“sevens”.  A “week” in the Hebrew is literally a “seven”.  So a 
“seven” of days is therefore a “week” or “seven” of days!  A 
“seven” of years is also permitted in Bible interpretation when 
the context so dictates it.  We turned to Num. 14:33-34 where 
in the prophetic context 40 days corresponds to 40 years, a 
similar kind of meaning as here with a day representing 
prophetically a year and therefore a “week” of days would be 7 
years in the prophetic calendar. 

 
○ The “Seventy Weeks” Prophecy of Daniel 9: The Calendar & Its 

Fulfillment 
 

■ Let us first consider the literal fulfillments: 
● #1: 7 “weeks” of years = 49 years - Verse 25: “the street 

shall be built again, and the wall, even in troublous 
times.” - this is the time of the Ezra & Nehemiah 
historical books of the Old Testament. We will look here 
for the details next time, Lord willing. 

● #2: 62 “weeks” of years = 434 years - Verse 26 -  “And 
after threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off 
. . .” - this was fulfilled to the very day according to Sir 
Robert Anderson’s monumental work “The Coming 
Prince”. 

● #3: 1 “week” of years = 7 years - Verse 27 - This refers to 
the coming 7 year Tribulation Period and corresponds to 
many of the chapters of the book of Revelation. 

 
● The total is 49 + 434 + 7 = 490 years. 

 
● Then, as Sir Robert Anderson’s great book on Daniel 

(“The Coming Prince”) makes so clear, the very date 
mentioned in verse 25b, the date of Messiah the Prince’s 
“cutting off”, corresponds exactly to the very date of the 
“Triumphal Entry” into Jerusalem in A.D. 32, exactly 
173,880 or 69 weeks of prophetic years of 360 days!! 
And “after” that was the crucifixion of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.  Amen. 

 
● With this understanding, there remaineth nothing for us Bible students, 
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whatever our circumstances but to bow and worship the sovereign and 
almighty God who rules in the heavens and on the earth.  Amen. Are you 
encouraged brethren? 

 
Our Outline Today: 
 

● Nebuchaddnezzar’s First Prophetic Dream & Daniel’s Interpretation - 
Chapter 2 

 
In all of these events, Daniel and his associates are being prepared to be 
leaders and govenors in this kingdom and examples for the nation (and the 
Jewish people) of God’s continuing care even during their exile.  And 
Daniel is being prepared for the prophetic revelations soon to come to him 
from Almighty God.  And consider well what these events meant for the 
children of Israel here in bondage in Babylon and Persia.  Daniel was bold 
to testify we shall see, even to the king!  But God worked blessings for him 
and his friends and for the Jews as well you can be sure, even though they 
were still in bondage for the “appointed” 70 years. 

 
I. Nebuchaddnezzar’s First Prophetic Dream & Daniel’s Interpretation - 

Chapter 2 
 

● So, at the beginning of our studies here in Daniel, Daniel has been 
taken captive along with his associates and carried off to Babylon. 
We take up that sacred history today in chapter 2.  We start with the 
king Nebuchadnezzar having a very troubling dream, some at least of 
which, he said,  he could no longer remember after awakening.  So 
the key test of the authenticity of an interpretation of his dream will 
rest on whether the King’s dream itself can be provided. But he must 
have remembered much of it or this could not be a reasonable test.  

 
[READ   ] Dan. 2:1-6 

 
1 And in the second year of the reign of Nebuchadnezzar 
Nebuchadnezzar dreamed dreams, wherewith his spirit was troubled, 
and his sleep brake from him. 
2 Then the king commanded to call the magicians, and the 
astrologers, and the sorcerers, and the Chaldeans, for to shew the 
king his dreams. So they came and stood before the king. 
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3 And the king said unto them, I have dreamed a dream, and my 
spirit was troubled to know the dream. 
4 Then spake the Chaldeans to the king in Syriack, O king, live for ever: 
tell thy servants the dream, and we will shew the interpretation. 
5 The king answered and said to the Chaldeans, The thing is gone 
from me: if ye will not make known unto me the dream, with the 
interpretation thereof, ye shall be cut in pieces, and your houses 
shall be made a dunghill. 
6 But if ye shew the dream, and the interpretation thereof, ye shall 
receive of me gifts and rewards and great honour: therefore shew me 
the dream, and the interpretation thereof. 
 
Daniel and his friend’s seek from God the dream and its 
interpretation . . . 
 
[READ   ] Dan. 2:16-23 
16 Then Daniel went in, and desired of the king that he would give 
him time, and that he would shew the king the interpretation. 
17 Then Daniel went to his house, and made the thing known to 
Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, his companions: 
18 That they would desire mercies of the God of heaven concerning 
this secret; that Daniel and his fellows should not perish with the 
rest of the wise [men] of Babylon. 
19 Then was the secret revealed unto Daniel in a night vision. Then 
Daniel blessed the God of heaven. 
20 Daniel answered and said, Blessed be the name of God for ever 
and ever: for wisdom and might are his: 
21 And he changeth the times and the seasons: he removeth kings, 
and setteth up kings: he giveth wisdom unto the wise, and 
knowledge to them that know understanding: 
22 He revealeth the deep and secret things: he knoweth what [is] in 
the darkness, and the light dwelleth with him. 
23 I thank thee, and praise thee, O thou God of my fathers, who hast 
given me wisdom and might, and hast made known unto me now 
what we desired of thee: for thou hast [now] made known unto us the 
king's matter. 
 
The dream’s details are now given to the king by Daniel: 
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Dan. 2:31-35 
31 Thou, O king, sawest, and behold a great image. This great image, 
whose brightness [was] excellent, stood before thee; and the form thereof 
[was] terrible. 
32 This image's head [was] of fine gold, his breast and his arms of silver, 
his belly and his thighs of brass, 
33 His legs of iron, his feet part of iron and part of clay. 
34 Thou sawest till that a stone was cut out without hands, which smote 
the image upon his feet [that were] of iron and clay, and brake them to 
pieces. 
35 Then was the iron, the clay, the brass, the silver, and the gold, broken 
to pieces together, and became like the chaff of the summer 
threshingfloors; and the wind carried them away, that no place was found 
for them: and the stone that smote the image became a great mountain, 
and filled the whole earth. 
 
The dream signifies kingdom after kingdom starting with 
Nebuchadnezzar’s - but all shall be destroyed in the end times: 
 
[READ   ] Dan. 2:36-45 
36 This [is] the dream; and we will tell the interpretation thereof before the 
king. 
37 Thou, O king, [art] a king of kings: for the God of heaven hath given 
thee a kingdom, power, and strength, and glory. 
38 And wheresoever the children of men dwell, the beasts of the field and 
the fowls of the heaven hath he given into thine hand, and hath made thee 
ruler over them all. Thou [art] this head of gold. 
39 And after thee shall arise another kingdom inferior to thee, and another 
third kingdom of brass, which shall bear rule over all the earth. 
40 And the fourth kingdom shall be strong as iron: forasmuch as iron 
breaketh in pieces and subdueth all [things]: and as iron that breaketh all 
these, shall it break in pieces and bruise. 
41 And whereas thou sawest the feet and toes, part of potters' clay, and 
part of iron, the kingdom shall be divided; but there shall be in it of the 
strength of the iron, forasmuch as thou sawest the iron mixed with miry 
clay. 
42 And [as] the toes of the feet [were] part of iron, and part of clay, [so] the 
kingdom shall be partly strong, and partly broken. 
43 And whereas thou sawest iron mixed with miry clay, they shall mingle 
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themselves with the seed of men: but they shall not cleave one to another, 
even as iron is not mixed with clay. 
44 And in the days of these kings shall the God of heaven set up a 
kingdom, which shall never be destroyed: and the kingdom shall not 
be left to other people, [but] it shall break in pieces and consume all 
these kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever. 
45 Forasmuch as thou sawest that the stone was cut out of the 
mountain without hands, and that it brake in pieces the iron, the 
brass, the clay, the silver, and the gold; the great God hath made 
known to the king what shall come to pass hereafter: and the dream 
[is] certain, and the interpretation thereof sure. 
 

● Now, it does not say here that Daniel understood all the details 
of this prophetic dream, or the time frames of its prophecy, 
and note that this was the king’s dream and not Daniel’s.  But 
the dream itself was revealed to Daniel along with the 
interpretation. And that the dream itself corresponded to what 
the king remembered of his dream (for he had forgotten much 
of it) convinced the king that Daniel had received also the 
correct interpretation and that he must therefore be a god 
worthy of worship. . . 

 
[READ   ] Dan. 2:46-49 
46 Then the king Nebuchadnezzar fell upon his face, and worshipped 
Daniel, and commanded that they should offer an oblation and sweet 
odours unto him. 
47 The king answered unto Daniel, and said, Of a truth [it is], that 
your God [is] a God of gods, and a Lord of kings, and a revealer of 
secrets, seeing thou couldest reveal this secret. 
48 Then the king made Daniel a great man, and gave him many great 
gifts, and made him ruler over the whole province of Babylon, and 
chief of the governors over all the wise [men] of Babylon. 
49 Then Daniel requested of the king, and he set Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abednego, over the affairs of the province of Babylon: but 
Daniel [sat] in the gate of the king. 
 

● So, as a consequence of this revelation to Daniel, the king 
places Daniel in the highest position in the Babylonian 
government (co-regent?) and Daniel also asks that his friends 
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be given similar high positions.  They are given those 
positions. 

 
II. The Faithfulness of Daniel’s Three Associates - Chapter 3 

 
● But the king has not learned well, it seems, as this next chapter 

reveals his blindness so clearly.  He is still an idolater and seeks to 
encourage idolatry throughout his kingdom requiring obedience with 
the death penalty for responding otherwise. 

 
[READ   ] Dan. 3:1 Nebuchadnezzar the king made an image of gold, 
whose height [was] threescore cubits, [and] the breadth thereof six cubits: 
he set it up in the plain of Dura, in the province of Babylon. 
 
[READ   ] Dan. 3:4-6  
4 Then an herald cried aloud, To you it is commanded, O people, nations, 
and languages, 
5 [That] at what time ye hear the sound of the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, 
psaltery, dulcimer, and all kinds of musick, ye fall down and worship the 
golden image that Nebuchadnezzar the king hath set up: 
6 And whoso falleth not down and worshippeth shall the same hour be 
cast into the midst of a burning fiery furnace. 

 
● But it is soon reported that not everyone is bowing before the golden 

image.  In particular, Daniel’s friends are not bowing before the 
image, a sign of their great disrespect and dishonor of the king 
himself.  They are given an audience with the king and asked what 
the truth was concerning that matter of worship of the gods of the 
king.  They confess that they will not worship the idol, whatever may 
be the consequence, even death. 

 
● And they give testimony to the God of heaven who is able to deliver 

them from the fiery furnace - and have confidence that he will deliver 
them.  But, even if he does not, they testify, they will not bow before 
the gods of the king or worship the golden image the king has set 
up. 
 
[READ   ] Dan. 3:13-18  
13 Then Nebuchadnezzar in [his] rage and fury commanded to bring 
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Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. Then they brought these men before 
the king. 
14 Nebuchadnezzar spake and said unto them, [Is it] true, O Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego, do not ye serve my gods, nor worship the 
golden image which I have set up? 
15 Now if ye be ready that at what time ye hear the sound of the cornet, 
flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, and dulcimer, and all kinds of musick, ye fall 
down and worship the image which I have made; [well]: but if ye worship 
not, ye shall be cast the same hour into the midst of a burning fiery 
furnace; and who [is] that God that shall deliver you out of my hands? 
16 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, answered and said to the 
king, O Nebuchadnezzar, we [are] not careful to answer thee in this 
matter. 
17 If it be [so], our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the 
burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver [us] out of thine hand, O 
king. 
18 But if not, be it known unto thee, O king, that we will not serve thy 
gods, nor worship the golden image which thou hast set up. 
 
So the three are bound and cast into the furnace. You know the rest 
of the story well, I am sure.  We all do. 
 
[READ   ] Dan. 3:21-30  
21 Then these men were bound in their coats, their hosen, and their hats, 
and their [other] garments, and were cast into the midst of the burning 
fiery furnace. 
22 Therefore because the king's commandment was urgent, and the 
furnace exceeding hot, the flame of the fire slew those men that took up 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. 
23 And these three men, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, fell 
down bound into the midst of the burning fiery furnace. 
24 Then Nebuchadnezzar the king was astonied, and rose up in 
haste, [and] spake, and said unto his counsellors, Did not we cast 
three men bound into the midst of the fire? They answered and said 
unto the king, True, O king. 
25 He answered and said, Lo, I see four men loose, walking in the 
midst of the fire, and they have no hurt; and the form of the fourth is 
like the Son of God. 
26 Then Nebuchadnezzar came near to the mouth of the burning fiery 
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furnace, [and] spake, and said, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, 
ye servants of the most high God, come forth, and come [hither]. 
Then Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, came forth of the midst of 
the fire. 
27 And the princes, governors, and captains, and the king's 
counsellors, being gathered together, saw these men, upon whose 
bodies the fire had no power, nor was an hair of their head singed, 
neither were their coats changed, nor the smell of fire had passed on 
them. 
 
God preserved these three with ultimate perfection indeed.  What a 
sign this was to these Gentiles  
 
What a sign as well to these three and to Daniel.  The preparation is 
well underway then, now including Daniel’s three friends as well . . . 
 
28 [Then] Nebuchadnezzar spake, and said, Blessed [be] the God of 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, who hath sent his angel, and 
delivered his servants that trusted in him, and have changed the 
king's word, and yielded their bodies, that they might not serve nor 
worship any god, except their own God. 
29 Therefore I make a decree, That every people, nation, and 
language, which speak any thing amiss against the God of Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego, shall be cut in pieces, and their houses 
shall be made a dunghill: because there is no other God that can 
deliver after this sort. 
30 Then the king promoted Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, in 
the province of Babylon. 
 

● These final word of the king are so blessed as if God himself has 
given then to the king himself.  Does God work in the hearts of men? 
Indeed he does as proven here. 

 
● So the king also now proclaims again how mighty is the true God of 

heaven who rules always on this earth, even through the basest of 
men!!  As we shall see, God is not finished yet with the king and he 
has much more to learn, but he is on the path of understanding how 
the only true God of heaven and earth works in the hearts of men 
and here on earth and in the heavens as well.  Amen. 
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● And you can be sure that this miraculous deliverance has borne fruit 

for these three servants of Almighty God as well.  They will go on to 
be used by God here in the kingdom to accomplish on this earth his 
will and purpose for the Persian nation.  Verse 30 here is the last 
place their names will be mentioned in scripture. 
 

Next time:  
 

● Nebuchadnezzar’s Second Prophetic Dream and Its Fulfillment - Chapters 4 
● The Handwriting and Its Fulfillment & the Defeat of Babylon by the Persians 

- Chapter 5 
● Daniel’s Elevation and the Lion’s Den; His Salvation - Chapter 6 
● And then, in upcoming meetings, The Prophecies (given while still under 

Belshazzar!) 
● God works in mysterious ways his glory to proclaim!  Amen and amen. 

 
Conclusions / Exhortation: 
 

● We have already been privileged to see so much of what has been revealed 
through the prophet Daniel.  Amen.  We have seen how God raised up a 
Gentile king of the Babylonian empire to carry off the Jews of the Southern 
kingdom in several waves, including many of the most promising young 
men, including Daniel and his three friends.  We saw how the Lord 
nevertheless worked though these Jews while in captivity and how he 
worked in the heart of the king to reveal his power an glory. 

  
● And then, we looked ahead to chapter 9 to see how in the course of time, 

much time, in this case, God would bring forth his Messiah.  Daniel was 
chosen to reveal this great 70 week prophecy using as an intermediary the 
Archangel Gabriel, a prophecy pointing far into the future., to the very 
coming of Israel’s Messiah and our savior, the Lord Jesus Christ.  That 
prophecy is several fold in its details, as we have seen, even pointing far, 
far ahead in the prophetic plan of God to the Second Coming itself. 

  
● Then, today, we have seen how Daniel was prepared by God to be that 

messenger to his people AND TO THE GENTILES NATIONS AS WELL. 
What does it mean of us today, Gentiles living under the abundance of 
grace?  Much indeed.  God kept, God keeps, and God shall keep all of his 

12 



 

promises, whether to his people Israel, or us Gentiles.  Praise be to him 
and may he be glorified forever: 

 
Rom. 11:33-36 
33 O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! how 
unsearchable [are] his judgments, and his ways past finding out! 
34 For who hath known the mind of the Lord? or who hath been his counsellor? 
35 Or who hath first given to him, and it shall be recompensed unto him again? 
36 For of him, and through him, and to him, [are] all things: to whom [be] glory for ever. 
Amen. 
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