
 

The Long War Against God: 
“The Lamb of God that Taketh Away the Sins of the World” 

 
Review: 
 

● Today, we will continue our study in the Long War Against God as the 
Lord God continues removing to the layers of blindness that were upon 
the hearts of God’s people, Israel.  As we saw last time, God finally sent 
forth a prophet to Israel, the first prophet since Malachi had preached 
nearly 400 years before.  And that prophet was himself, Prophesied, 
Provided, and then Identified.  
 
I have called John Israel’s “final” prophet because his commission was to 
prepare the way, preaching that the Kingdom was “at hand”, a message 
of repentance.  But his greatest work was the identification of Israel’s 
Messiah.  Once that had been accomplished, John’s ministry diminished 
while Christ’s increased and took John’s place. 
 

● Israel's Final Prophet - Prophesied 
 

Mal. 3:1-3 
1 Behold, I will send my messenger, and he shall prepare the way before 
me: and the Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to his temple, even 
the messenger of the covenant, whom ye delight in: behold, he shall 
come, saith the LORD of hosts. 
. . . [nearly 20 centuries so far!] 
2 But who may abide the day of his coming? and who shall stand when he 
appeareth? for he [is] like a refiner's fire, and like fullers' soap: 
3 And he shall sit [as] a refiner and purifier of silver: and he shall purify 
the sons of Levi, and purge them as gold and silver, that they may offer 
unto the LORD an offering in righteousness. 

 
○ Then, in the next breath of the Spirit of God through the prophet, as 

it were, we find these words: 
 

Mal. 4:5-6 
5 Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the 
great and dreadful day of the LORD: 
6 And he shall turn the heart of the fathers to the children, and the heart 
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of the children to their fathers, lest I come and smite the earth with a 
curse. 

  
○ Verse 5: “I will send you Elijah the prophet”: The great question 

therefore is whether this prophecy should be taken very literally or 
not.  But the Lord answered that question so clearly as we saw as 
recorded in Matt. 11. 

 
● Israel's Final Prophet - Provided 

 
Matt. 3:1-3 
1 In those days came John the Baptist [or, Baptiser, more accurately], 
preaching in the wilderness of Judaea, 
2 And saying, Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. 
3 For this is he that was spoken of by the prophet Esaias [Is. 40:1-3], 
saying, The voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of 
the Lord, make his paths straight. 

 
○ This prophecy of Isaiah was being fulfilled quite literally in this 

man, John, called the baptiser here, for his message was a 
message of repentance and ceremonial cleansing through water 
baptism.  

 
○ His message was very simple:  Repent, the Kingdom is near.  The 

things of this earth are passing away but that which is of God is 
eternal!  Be prepared for what is coming, the judgment of Almighty 
God! 

 
● Israel's Final Prophet - Identified 

 
○ So the question many were asking in the first century when John 

was preaching in the wilderness was this: Who was this 
messenger? This is a question about scriptural interpretation and 
application, it turns out.  But the clearest possible answer to the 
question was given by our Lord himself: Matt. 11:10 “this is [he], of 
whom it is written, Behold, I send my messenger before thy face, which 
shall prepare thy way before thee.”  

 
○ Now some time passes and John was imprisoned by Herod.  But he 
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had been preaching that the kingdom of heaven was “at hand” and 
now had fulfilled scripture in identifying Israel’s Messiah and King. 
So the next thing in the prophetic plan was [it was assumed] the 
establishing of the kingdom itself.  And yet he was in bonds 
without any hope of deliverance.  What would you or I think in such 
a situation?  Even John himself had been blinded it seems to the 
full understanding of who Jesus was.  He had identified him as 
Israel’s Messiah, yes, but beyond that he seemed to be blinded and 
his doubts whether in fact Jesus was the one who had been 
promised developed and grew as the days passed.  But the Lord’s 
answer for John was simplicity itself.  Indeed he was the one 
promised: 

 
Matt. 11:5 The blind receive their sight, and the lame walk, the 
lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, and 
the poor have the gospel preached to them. 

 
○ Christ’s answer for John found here is the fullest statement of the 

credentials of Messiah given anywhere: 
 

1. The authenticating miracles, and 
2. The fulfillment of Malachi’s chapter 3 prophecy, and 
3. The fulfillment of Malachi’s chapter 4 prophecy 

 
Introduction: 
 

● John’s ministry had not been in vain but had been completed when 
he identified the Lord.  John was born specifically for that moment 
of identifying our Lord as Israel’s Messiah.  BUT TAKE NOTE (AND 
THIS IS SO IMPORTANT!) OF THE EXACT WORDING JOHN USED 
HERE:  

 
John 1:29-36  
29 The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and saith, 
Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world. 
30 This is he of whom I said, After me cometh a man which is preferred 
before me: for he was before me. 
31 And I knew him not: but that he should be made manifest to Israel, 
therefore am I come baptizing with water. 
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32 And John bare record, saying, I saw the Spirit descending from 
heaven like a dove, and it abode upon him. 
33 And I knew him not: but he that sent me to baptize with water, 
the same said unto me, Upon whom thou shalt see the Spirit 
descending, and remaining on him, the same is he which baptizeth 
with the Holy Ghost. 
34 And I saw, and bare record that this is the Son of God. 
35 Again the next day after John stood, and two of his disciples; 
36 And looking upon Jesus as he walked, he saith, Behold the 
Lamb of God! 

 
● So much blindness had been lifted for many at this point.  And 

what was the blindness that had been lifted?  Wasn’t it regarding 
the Kingdom?  Regarding its coming  King?  Well, John’s message 
was that the prophesied Kingdom was now “at hand”  So there was 
a need for preparations, for repentance, for the ceremonial 
washings . . .  And so John preached and baptised all who 
responded to his message of repentance.  

 
● But John said so much more than that when he identified our Lord 

Jesus as Israel’s long promised Messiah.  That is what we shall 
focus on today, his great words that day as recorded in John 1:29: 
“Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world.” 

 
● These words would have been quite surprising to most anyone 

hearing John preach that day because his words go far beyond his 
message of repentance and baptism.  This is all about the 
sacrificial lamb!  That is most astounding indeed!  It would have 
been more so to those who were there that day who knew so much 
about sacrificial lambs under the Law but would not have 
connected that with the coming King and Kingdom and Israel’s 
earthly redemption. 

 
I. The Lamb of God: Prophesied: 

 
● It is NOT as if Israel’s Messiah as Deliverer in the fullest sense had 

not been prophesied.  There had been a scarlet thread of revelation 
given from the beginning.  So the message of the coming suffering 
savior should have been by faith received by all.  But it was not. 
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The hearts were apparently blinded regarding this most critical part 
of the Biblical message regarding God’s redemptive plan. 

 
● You will remember how Christ had begun to reveal that he must 

suffer, die, and be raised the third day but that he was opposed in 
that by his disciples, including even Peter. 

 
● You will remember Peter’s sad denial. 

 
II. The Lamb of God: Still Unknown by Israel (do to Blindness):  

 
● Before the Cross: 

 
○ Nicodemus - Heavenly things vs earthly things - The New 

Birth  
 

[READ   ] John 3:1-12 [the event’s occurrence] 
1 There was a man of the Pharisees, named Nicodemus, a ruler 
of the Jews: 
2 The same came to Jesus by night, and said unto him, Rabbi, we 
know that thou art a teacher come from God: for no man can do 
these miracles that thou doest, except God be with him. 
3 Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto 
thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of 
God. 
4 Nicodemus saith unto him, How can a man be born when 
he is old? can he enter the second time into his mother's 
womb, and be born? 
5 Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a 
man be born of water and [of] the Spirit, he cannot enter into 
the kingdom of God. 
6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is 
born of the Spirit is spirit. 
7 Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born again. 
8 The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound 
thereof, but canst not tell whence it cometh, and whither it goeth: 
so is every one that is born of the Spirit. 
9 Nicodemus answered and said unto him, How can these things 
be? 
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10 Jesus answered and said unto him, Art thou a master of Israel, 
and knowest not these things? 
11 Verily, verily, I say unto thee, We speak that we do know, and 
testify that we have seen; and ye receive not our witness. 
12 If I have told you earthly things, and ye believe not, how shall 
ye believe, if I tell you [of] heavenly things? 

 
Ezek. 36:24-32 [the event’s scriptural background] 
24 For I will take you from among the heathen, and gather you out 
of all countries, and will bring you into your own land. 
25 Then will I sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye shall be 
clean: from all your filthiness, and from all your idols, will I cleanse 
you. 
26 A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put 
within you: and I will take away the stony heart out of your flesh, 
and I will give you an heart of flesh. 
27 And I will put my spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my 
statutes, and ye shall keep my judgments, and do [them]. 
28 And ye shall dwell in the land that I gave to your fathers; and 
ye shall be my people, and I will be your God. 
29 I will also save you from all your uncleannesses: and I will call 
for the corn, and will increase it, and lay no famine upon you. 
30 And I will multiply the fruit of the tree, and the increase of the 
field, that ye shall receive no more reproach of famine among the 
heathen. 
31 Then shall ye remember your own evil ways, and your doings 
that [were] not good, and shall lothe yourselves in your own sight 
for your iniquities and for your abominations. 
32 Not for your sakes do I [this], saith the Lord GOD, be it known 
unto you: be ashamed and confounded for your own ways, O 
house of Israel. [note here that the Lord reveals that they will 
be blinded to much but will in his timing remember. 
Amazing.] 

 
● “. . . all that the prophets have spoken . . .” would surely have 

included this most amazing result of the coming King to this earth 
and his transforming work.  But they were blinded, even this great 
teacher of Israel, Nicodemus. 
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● After the Cross: 
 

○ Two disciples walking on the road to Emmaus: 
 
[READ   ] Lk. 24:25-27 
25 Then he said unto them, O fools, and slow of heart to 
believe all that the prophets have spoken: 
26 Ought not Christ to have suffered these things, and to 
enter into his glory? 
27 And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, he 
expounded unto them in all the scriptures the things 
concerning himself. 

 
○ At an appearance of the Lord with the Eleven Apostles: 

  
Acts 1:6-8 [illustrating that the disciples were still ignorant of 
what the Lord was actually doing at that time] 
6 When they therefore were come together, they asked of him, 
saying, Lord, wilt thou at this time restore again the kingdom to 
Israel? 
7 And he said unto them, It is not for you to know the times or the 
seasons, which the Father hath put in his own power. 
8 But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come 
upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, 
and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of 
the earth. 

 
● Again, “. . . all that the prophets have spoken . . .”:  They were 

missing the scarlet thread, the spiritual truth behind the cross of 
our Lord Jesus.  God had to deal with the sin problem before he 
could deal with the kingdom issue.  That is the bottom line here.  

 
III. The Resurrection Glories of the Lamb Were Still Unknown to Israel:  

 
Lk. 24:26 Ought not Christ to have suffered these things, and to 
enter into his glory? 

 
● But they were blinded.  Even after the resurrection that had 

changed everything, they were still missing the cross events and 
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what led up to that expecting the establishment of the Kingdom 
instead. 

 
● They were missing the “spiritual dimensions” of the cross as the 

atonement for sin and sins and the full consequence of that. 
 

● They were missing the connection between the atonement and the 
kingdom, and other dimensions of the prophesied kingdom 
ministry of our Lord as prophet, priest, and King 

 
● They were missing the blood and the full meaning of the types 

contained in the Law, especially regarding the Passover Lamb.  But 
in due time, this would be understood well, as Christ’s death was 
the fulfillment of the type of the Passover Lamb as revealed to 
God’s nation, Israel by Moses so very many centuries before: 

 
● Two scriptures make this so clear: 

 
[READ   ] Heb. 9:22  And almost all things are by the law purged with 
blood; and without shedding of blood is no remission.  

 
[READ   ] 1 Pet. 1:18-20 
18 Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible 
things, [as] silver and gold, from your vain conversation [received] by 
tradition from your fathers; 
19 But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish 
and without spot: 
20 Who verily was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but 
was manifest in these last times for you. 
 
So the ceremonial Law with all of its required sacrificial offerings 
will be seen someday to be only types of Israel’s Messiah and his 
foreordained roles including, most importantly, the “suffering 
servant”, even of the Lamb that is slain, even before the foundation 
of the world.  The letter to the Hebrews makes that so clear, doesn’t 
it? 
 

● But at this time they were still blinded to what for us is such 
fundamental truth.  But, such shall not always be the case.  The 
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time is coming, for Israel, for we today saved under the grace 
dispensation already fully grasp these most precious truths that 
are so transforming: 

 
[READ   ] Acts 20:28 Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to 
all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you 
overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath purchased 
with his own blood. 

 
● We could continue with so much more.  Here are the Pauline 

references for your study: 
 

Rom. 5:9  Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we 
shall be saved from wrath through him. 
 
Eph. 1:7  In whom we have redemption through his blood, the 
forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace; 
 
Eph. 2:13  But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off 
are made nigh by the blood of Christ. 
 
Col. 1:14  In whom we have redemption through his blood, [even] 
the forgiveness of sins: 
 
Col. 1:19-20 
19 For it pleased [the Father] that in him should all fulness dwell; 
20 And, having made peace through the blood of his cross, by him 
to reconcile all things unto himself; by him, [I say], whether [they 
be] things in earth, or things in heaven.  Ah, most blessed truth. 
 

● But so many today leave out the blood all together so they do not 
have the foundational truth at all.  The blood that was shed is so 
important and such a key part of the written revelation of God 
starting with the book of beginnings, Genesis, and continuing 
through the five books of Moses, the prophets, and then onwards 
through the New Testament all the way to the book of the 
Revelation of John.  As we shall see, it is in the book of Revelation, 
the last book in the Bible, that this subject is finally emphasized the 
most and is concluded there with so many fine statements 
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regarding the Lamb of God. 
 

● But Israel shall also know some day these things though for now 
they are STILL BLINDED!  Next time Lord willing we  will look to see 
what Israel shall know some day of these precious truths 
concerning our savior and his finished work for sin and sins.  
 

Conclusion & Application: 
 

● THERE WAS MUCH BLINDNESS UPON THE HEARTS OF MANKIND -- AND 
EVEN THE JEWS -- BUT SOME WOULD KNOW AND WOULD BELIEVE, AS 
IS TRUE IN EVERY AGE AND DISPENSATION.  AND IN THAT CRUCIAL 
TIME GOD HAD PREPARED THE WAY OF SALVATION THROUGH THE 
LORD JESUS CHRIST AND THE PROPHET JOHN WAS A CRITICAL PART 
OF THAT PLAN.  

 
● BUT THEY DID NOT KNOW THE SCARLET THREAD THOUGH IT WAS IN 

THE BIBLE FROM GENESIS ONWARDS.  THEIR HEARTS WERE BLINDED 
UNTIL THE LORD GOD OPENED THEM.  YES, THEY WERE FOOLISH AS 
THE LORD HAD SAID, NOT TO BELIEVE ALL THAT THE PROPHETS HAD 
SAID.  AMEN.  ARE WE SO FOOLISH TODAY? 

  
● MANY CONTINUE IN THEIR BLINDNESS TODAY AND THE DOWNFALL OF 

THE CHURCH IN ITS WITNESS IS THE CLEAR RESULT.  MAY WE STAND 
FIRM IN “HOLDING FORTH THE WORD OF LIFE” AND ITS FOUNDATION 
IN THE GOSPEL CONCERNING CHRIST’S SHED BLOOD FOR THE 
FORGIVENESS OF SIN AND SINS.  AMEN. 
 

Next time our subject will be:  The Place of the Lamb of God in the Prophecies 
regarding the Day of the Lord. 
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