
 

The Long War Against God: 
“The Lamb of God that Taketh Away the Sins of the World - Part 2” 

 
Review: 
 

● Today, we will continue our study in the Long War Against God as the 
Lord God continues removing to the layers of blindness that were upon 
the hearts of God’s people, Israel.  As we saw last time, God finally sent 
forth a prophet to Israel, the first prophet since Malachi had preached 
nearly 400 years before.  
 
John’s commission as prophet of the Lord God to Israel was to prepare 
the way of the Lord, preaching that the Kingdom was “at hand”, a 
message of repentance.  But his greatest work was the identification of 
Israel’s Messiah.  Once that had been accomplished, John’s ministry 
diminished while Christ’s increased and took John’s place. 

 
● Though he had doubts after having been cast into prison, his ministry 

had not been in vain but had been completed when he identified the Lord. 
John was born specifically for that moment of identifying our Lord as 
Israel’s Messiah.  BUT TAKE NOTE (AND THIS IS SO IMPORTANT!) OF 
THE EXACT WORDING JOHN USED HERE:  
 
John 1:29-36  
29 The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and saith, Behold the 
Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world. 
30 This is he of whom I said, After me cometh a man which is preferred before 
me: for he was before me. 
31 And I knew him not: but that he should be made manifest to Israel, 
therefore am I come baptizing with water. 
32 And John bare record, saying, I saw the Spirit descending from heaven like 
a dove, and it abode upon him. 
33 And I knew him not: but he that sent me to baptize with water, the 
same said unto me, Upon whom thou shalt see the Spirit descending, and 
remaining on him, the same is he which baptizeth with the Holy Ghost. 
34 And I saw, and bare record that this is the Son of God. 
35 Again the next day after John stood, and two of his disciples; 
36 And looking upon Jesus as he walked, he saith, Behold the Lamb of 
God! 
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● So John preached all that the Lord had commanded him regarding the 
coming Kingdom and its King, Israel’s Messiah.  But the nation was 
blinded to his message and only a few believed, or so it seems.  And 
certainly the word of the Living God was available and it testified 
regarding the coming Prophet and Priest as well as the coming King.  But 
Israel was blinded to the spiritual component  of the Cross. 
 

I. Israel’s Blindness Demonstrated 
 

● It is NOT as if Israel’s Messiah as Deliverer in the fullest sense had not 
been prophesied.  There had been a scarlet thread of revelation given 
from the beginning.  So the message of the coming suffering savior 
should have been by faith received by all believers.  But it was not.  The 
hearts were for the most part blinded regarding the full depth of meaning 
behind God’s redemptive plan for Israel and for the entire world. 

 
● Even Peter had denied that the Lord must suffer, die, and be raised the 

third day. 
 

○ Before the Cross so many were still blinded regarding the full 
meaning of that event and what was accomplished there regarding 
sin and sins and full redemption.  For example: 

 
■ Nicodemus - Heavenly things vs earthly things - The New 

Birth  
 

John 3:1-12 [the event’s occurrence] 
1 There was a man of the Pharisees, named Nicodemus, a ruler 
of the Jews: 
2 The same came to Jesus by night, and said unto him, Rabbi, we 
know that thou art a teacher come from God: for no man can do 
these miracles that thou doest, except God be with him. 
3 Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto 
thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the 
kingdom of God. 
4 Nicodemus saith unto him, How can a man be born when 
he is old? can he enter the second time into his mother's 
womb, and be born? 
5 Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a 
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man be born of water and [of] the Spirit, he cannot enter into 
the kingdom of God. 
6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is 
born of the Spirit is spirit. 
7 Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born again. 
8 The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound 
thereof, but canst not tell whence it cometh, and whither it goeth: 
so is every one that is born of the Spirit. 
9 Nicodemus answered and said unto him, How can these things 
be? 
10 Jesus answered and said unto him, Art thou a master of 
Israel, and knowest not these things? 
11 Verily, verily, I say unto thee, We speak that we do know, 
and testify that we have seen; and ye receive not our 
witness. 
12 If I have told you earthly things, and ye believe not, how 
shall ye believe, if I tell you [of] heavenly things? 

 
Ezek. 36 was the key scripture that Nicodemus MUST HAVE 
known but was in darkness concerning its true and spiritual 
meaning.  We shall look at that again in a moment as we 
review our last lesson on The Long War Against God.  
 

○ And this same blindness continued even after the Cross and the 
glorious resurrection: 

 
■ Two disciples walking on the road to Emmaus: 

 
Lk. 24:25-27 
25 Then he said unto them, O fools, and slow of heart to 
believe all that the prophets have spoken: 
26 Ought not Christ to have suffered these things, and to 
enter into his glory? 
27 And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, he 
expounded unto them in all the scriptures the things 
concerning himself. 

 
■ At an appearance of the Lord with the Eleven Apostles: 
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Acts 1:6-8 [illustrating that the disciples were still ignorant of 
what the Lord was actually doing at that time] 
6 When they therefore were come together, they asked of him, 
saying, Lord, wilt thou at this time restore again the kingdom to 
Israel? 
7 And he said unto them, It is not for you to know the times or the 
seasons, which the Father hath put in his own power. 
8 But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come 
upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, 
and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of 
the earth. 

 
● Again, “. . . all that the prophets have spoken . . .”:  They were missing the 

scarlet thread, the spiritual truth behind the cross of our Lord Jesus.  God 
had to deal with the sin problem before he could deal with the kingdom 
issue.  That is the bottom line here.  

 
II. Israel’s Blindness Foretold 

 
● Nicodemus surely knew the scriptures written by the prophets and 

Ezekiel in particular.  But he did not: 
  

Ezek. 36:24-32 
24 For I will take you from among the heathen, and gather you out 
of all countries, and will bring you into your own land. 
25 Then will I sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye shall be clean: 
from all your filthiness, and from all your idols, will I cleanse you. 
26 A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within 
you: and I will take away the stony heart out of your flesh, and I will 
give you an heart of flesh. 
27 And I will put my spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my 
statutes, and ye shall keep my judgments, and do [them]. 
28 And ye shall dwell in the land that I gave to your fathers; and ye 
shall be my people, and I will be your God. 
29 I will also save you from all your uncleannesses: and I will call 
for the corn, and will increase it, and lay no famine upon you. 
30 And I will multiply the fruit of the tree, and the increase of the 
field, that ye shall receive no more reproach of famine among the 
heathen. 
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31 Then shall ye remember your own evil ways, and your doings 
that [were] not good, and shall lothe yourselves in your own sight 
for your iniquities and for your abominations. 
32 Not for your sakes do I [this], saith the Lord GOD, be it known 
unto you: be ashamed and confounded for your own ways, O 
house of Israel. 

 
● So Ezekiel here in chapter 36 reveals so clearly that blindness 

would come upon the nation UNTIL it was lifted at a later time -- and 
then the spiritual blessings would flow without limit as originally 
promised.  But far before Ezekiel the same had been revealed, even 
by Moses himself (for which this is a common theme): 

 
Deut. 29:9-15 (God remakes the covenant of the Law with Israel) 
9 Keep therefore the words of this covenant, and do them, that ye 
may prosper in all that ye do. 
10 Ye stand this day all of you before the LORD your God; your 
captains of your tribes, your elders, and your officers, [with] all the 
men of Israel, 
11 Your little ones, your wives, and thy stranger that [is] in thy 
camp, from the hewer of thy wood unto the drawer of thy water: 
12 That thou shouldest enter into covenant with the LORD thy God, 
and into his oath, which the LORD thy God maketh with thee this 
day: 
13 That he may establish thee to day for a people unto himself, and 
[that] he may be unto thee a God, as he hath said unto thee, and as 
he hath sworn unto thy fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob. 
14 Neither with you only do I make this covenant and this oath; 
15 But with [him] that standeth here with us this day before the 
LORD our God, and also with [him] that [is] not here with us this 
day. 
 
. . . 
 
Deut. 29:18-29 (Judgment will come prophesied) 
18 Lest there should be among you man, or woman, or family, or 
tribe, whose heart turneth away this day from the LORD our God, to 
go and serve the gods of these nations; lest there should be among 
you a root that beareth gall and wormwood; 
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19 And it come to pass, when he heareth the words of this curse, 
that he bless himself in his heart, saying, I shall have peace, though 
I walk in the imagination of mine heart, to add drunkenness to 
thirst: 
20 The LORD will not spare him, but then the anger of the LORD 
and his jealousy shall smoke against that man, and all the curses 
that are written in this book shall lie upon him, and the LORD shall 
blot out his name from under heaven. 
21 And the LORD shall separate him unto evil out of all the tribes of 
Israel, according to all the curses of the covenant that are written in 
this book of the law: 
22 So that the generation to come of your children that shall rise up 
after you, and the stranger that shall come from a far land, shall 
say, when they see the plagues of that land, and the sicknesses 
which the LORD hath laid upon it; 
23 [And that] the whole land thereof [is] brimstone, and salt, [and] 
burning, [that] it is not sown, nor beareth, nor any grass groweth 
therein, like the overthrow of Sodom, and Gomorrah, Admah, and 
Zeboim, which the LORD overthrew in his anger, and in his wrath: 
24 Even all nations shall say, Wherefore hath the LORD done thus 
unto this land? what [meaneth] the heat of this great anger? 
25 Then men shall say, Because they have forsaken the covenant 
of the LORD God of their fathers, which he made with them when 
he brought them forth out of the land of Egypt: 
26 For they went and served other gods, and worshipped them, 
gods whom they knew not, and [whom] he had not given unto 
them: 
27 And the anger of the LORD was kindled against this land, to 
bring upon it all the curses that are written in this book: 
28 And the LORD rooted them out of their land in anger, and in 
wrath, and in great indignation, and cast them into another land, as 
[it is] this day. 
29 The secret [things belong] unto the LORD our God: but those 
[things which are] revealed [belong] unto us and to our children for 
ever, that [we] may do all the words of this law. 

 
Deut. 30:1-3 [But in due time, Israel shall be delivered and save and 
their blindness shall be removed!  Amen.] 
1 And it shall come to pass, when all these things are come upon 
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thee, the blessing and the curse, which I have set before thee, and 
thou shalt call [them] to mind among all the nations, whither the 
LORD thy God hath driven thee, 
2 And shalt return unto the LORD thy God, and shalt obey his voice 
according to all that I command thee this day, thou and thy 
children, with all thine heart, and with all thy soul; 
3 That then the LORD thy God will turn thy captivity, and have 
compassion upon thee, and will return and gather thee from all the 
nations, whither the LORD thy God hath scattered thee. 

 
● So it was prophesied at the beginning at the second giving of the 

Law (“Deuteronomy” means “second law”) that Israel would be in 
rebellion until the Lord brought their hearts back to him again.  The 
time frame was not specified.  But imagine living under this system 
where one knew the end from the beginning because God had 
revealed it.  This would have been humbling indeed.  But was it? 

  
● God would give Israel many prophets over the coming centuries 

but Israel would not hear them.  Finally he would cast them out of 
the land and into to Gentile nations.  He would not give them 
prophets either for nearly four centuries as you will recall. 
 

III. Israel’s Blindness Still A Reality Today!! 
 

● We have seen how the “scarlet thread” was and still stands written 
there in the Old Testament and is so clearly seen by us when we 
read the Old Testament (and we have the Holy Spirit given to us for 
this purpose of giving us understanding of God’s word of truth -- 
but for Israel, they were still blinded when Paul wrote so many 
centuries later: 

 
● Note that Paul says exactly that in 2 Cor. 3.  The children of Israel 

were blinded BEGINNING when the Law was given and are still 
blinded EVEN THEN (AND NOW, OF COURSE)!! 

 
[READ   ] 2 Cor. 3:13-16 
13 And not as Moses, [which] put a vail over his face, that the children of 
Israel could not stedfastly look to the end of that which is abolished: 
14 But their minds were blinded: for until this day remaineth the same 
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vail untaken away in the reading of the old testament; which [vail] is 
done away in Christ. 
15 But even unto this day, when Moses is read, the vail is upon their 
heart. 
16 Nevertheless when it shall turn to the Lord, the vail shall be taken 
away. 

 
● And so it was and so it is, still today.  But, as we shall see today, 

Israel will in a future day know well the shed blood of the Lamb of 
God that taketh away the sins of the world.  It is in the book of 
Revelation, the last book in the Bible, that this subject is finally 
emphasized the most and is concluded there with so many fine 
statements regarding “the Lamb of God, that taketh away the sin of 
the world”.  

 
IV. Israel’s Blindness SHALL Be Removed 
 

● You will remember that the prophets (Moses, Isaiah, Ezekiel, 
Zechariah, etc.) prophesied that Israel would be redeemed and that 
their blindness would be removed in God’s good timing…. 

 
● But now we shall see when and how this would occur and we look 

into this revelation of Almighty God through his servant the 
Apostle John. 

 
● There are many Old Testament references to “lambs”, you will 

recall.  They are fundamental to the Mosaic Law and the ceremonial 
aspects of that, all pointing forward we know to the completed work 
of Christ on Calvary’s cross, at that point many hundreds of years 
still future: 

 
○ Exodus: 12 verses 
○ Leviticus: 17 verses 
○ Numbers: 28 verses 

 
● There are many New Testament references to “lambs” as well, but 

far fewer than you might have realized.  This is something to 
observe and take note of.  For example,  
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○ The shed blood of our blessed savior, offered up for our sins, 
is not mentioned in the gospels AT ALL except in the 
accounts of the Last Supper and in John’s gospel in 
reference to “eating his flesh and drinking his blood . . .” in 
John chapter 6. 

 
○ The shed blood of our blessed savior, offered up for our sins, 

is not mentioned in the book of Acts until Paul declares it to 
the Ephesian elders in Acts 20:28: 

 
○ The shed blood of our blessed savior, offered up for our sins, 

is not mentioned at all in the so called General Epistles 
except in 1 Peter and 1 John.  Jude and James never mention 
it. 

 
○ But, it is mentioned, along with the Lamb of God in John’s 

Revelation many times.  It is these latter verses that I want to 
focus on now for they make so clear that Israel will 
eventually gain understanding, their blindness being finally 
lifted regarding this most blessed truth.  God did blind them 
as a nation but he will eventually lift that blindness.  Amen. 

 
● THE BLOOD ALONE: 

 
Rev. 1:5  
And from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, and the first 
begotten of the dead, and the prince of the kings of the earth. Unto 
him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood,  

 
Rev. 5:9  
And they sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the 
book, and to open the seals thereof: for thou wast slain, and hast 
redeemed us to God by thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, 
and people, and nation;  

 
Rev. 19:13  
And he was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood: and his name is 
called The Word of God.  
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● THE LAMB 
 
(O.T.) Is. 53:7 (Hidden) 
He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his 
mouth: he is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep 
before her shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his mouth.  
 
[READ   ] Rev. 5:6 
And I beheld, and, lo, in the midst of the throne and of the four 
beasts, and in the midst of the elders, stood a Lamb as it had been 
slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven 
Spirits of God sent forth into all the earth.  

 
Rev. 5:12-13  
Saying with a loud voice, Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to 
receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, 
and glory, and blessing.  And every creature which is in heaven, 
and on the earth, and under the earth, and such as are in the sea, 
and all that are in them, heard I saying, Blessing, and honour, and 
glory, and power, be unto him that sitteth upon the throne, and 
unto the Lamb for ever and ever.  

 
Rev. 7:14  
And I said unto him, Sir, thou knowest. And he said to me, These 
are they which came out of great tribulation, and have washed their 
robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.  
 
Rev. 12:11  
And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word 
of their testimony; and they loved not their lives unto the death. 

 
● Oh, what unlimited blessings await Israel as a nation and people, when 

God again brings them into the Land of Promise and fulfills the many 
promises he made to them in good faith so many, many centuries before. 
Amen and amen. 

 
Rev. 5:6-14 
6 And I beheld, and, lo, in the midst of the throne and of the four beasts, 
and in the midst of the elders, stood a Lamb as it had been slain, having 
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seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God sent 
forth into all the earth. 
7 And he came and took the book out of the right hand of him that sat 
upon the throne. 
8 And when he had taken the book, the four beasts and four [and] twenty 
elders fell down before the Lamb, having every one of them harps, and 
golden vials full of odours, which are the prayers of saints. 
9 And they sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, 
and to open the seals thereof: for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us 
to God by thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and 
nation; 
10 And hast made us unto our God kings and priests: and we shall reign 
on the earth. 
11 And I beheld, and I heard the voice of many angels round about the 
throne and the beasts and the elders: and the number of them was ten 
thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands; 
12 Saying with a loud voice, Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive 
power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory, and 
blessing. 
13 And every creature which is in heaven, and on the earth, and under the 
earth, and such as are in the sea, and all that are in them, heard I saying, 
Blessing, and honour, and glory, and power, [be] unto him that sitteth 
upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and ever. 
14 And the four beasts said, Amen. And the four [and] twenty elders fell 
down and worshipped him that liveth for ever and ever. 
 

● Amen and amen, for now and forever! 
 

Conclusion & Application: 
 

● THERE WAS MUCH BLINDNESS UPON THE HEARTS OF MANKIND -- AND 
EVEN THE JEWS -- BUT SOME WOULD KNOW AND WOULD BELIEVE, AS 
IS TRUE IN EVERY AGE AND DISPENSATION.  AND IN THAT CRUCIAL 
TIME GOD HAD PREPARED THE WAY OF SALVATION THROUGH THE 
LORD JESUS CHRIST AND THE PROPHET JOHN WAS A CRITICAL PART 
OF THAT PLAN.  

 
● BUT THEY DID NOT KNOW THE SCARLET THREAD THOUGH IT WAS IN 

THE BIBLE FROM GENESIS ONWARDS.  THEIR HEARTS WERE BLINDED 
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UNTIL THE LORD GOD OPENED THEM.  YES, THEY WERE FOOLISH AS 
THE LORD HAD SAID, NOT TO BELIEVE ALL THAT THE PROPHETS HAD 
SAID.  AMEN.  ARE WE SO FOOLISH TODAY? 

  
● MANY CONTINUE IN THEIR BLINDNESS TODAY AND THE DOWNFALL OF 

THE CHURCH IN ITS WITNESS IS THE CLEAR RESULT.  MAY WE STAND 
FIRM IN “HOLDING FORTH THE WORD OF LIFE” AND ITS FOUNDATION 
IN THE GOSPEL CONCERNING CHRIST’S SHED BLOOD FOR THE 
FORGIVENESS OF SIN AND SINS.  AMEN. 
 

● But so many today leave out the blood all together so they do not have 
the foundational truth at all.  The blood that was shed is so important and 
such a key part of the written revelation of God starting with the book of 
beginnings, Genesis, and continuing through the five books of Moses, the 
prophets, and then onwards through the New Testament all the way to the 
book of the Revelation of John.  As we shall see, it is in the book of 
Revelation, the last book in the Bible, that this subject is finally 
emphasized the most and is concluded there with so many fine 
statements regarding the Lamb of God. 

 
● So Israel and the Jews are still blinded today regarding the precious 

blood of Christ, which for us is such a fundamental truth.  But, such shall 
not always be the case.  But we today are saved under the grace 
dispensation and fully grasp these most precious truths that are so 
transforming.  The apostle Paul has made that so crystal clear: 

 
[READ   ] Acts 20:28 Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the 
flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the 
church of God, which he hath purchased with his own blood. 
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