
“The Knowledge of the Mystery is Critical: 
 "Every Benefit of Grace, Fully Provided” 

Theme Verses: 

Eph. 1:3  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath 
blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ:  

Rom. 12:1-2  
1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your 
bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable 
service. 
2 And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing 
of your mind, that ye may [ap]prove what is that good, and acceptable, and 
perfect, will of God. 

Review: 

● Our Christian Warfare, Its Source: The Flesh:  

○ In this case the proper defense is walking by the spirit - Galatians 5 

Gal. 5:16-17, 24-25 
16 [This] I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust 
of the flesh. 
17 For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the 
flesh: and these are contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannot 
do the things that ye would. 
… 
24 And they that are Christ's have crucified the flesh with the 
affections and lusts. 
25 If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. 

○ The teaching at the highest level is simple: if we “walk in [or by] the 
Spirit we shall not fulfill or bring to completion the works of the flesh. 
This is about a fact and is not an exhortation to do this but rather a 
statement about what will occur IF we do.  The actual exhortation will 
follow in verse 25 after the apostle lays the very gracious foundation 
here. 

○ So the proper warfare against the desires of the flesh, the first 
source from which our challenges in life spring, is to walk in the 
realm of the Spirit of God as he works in us to provide a life which is 
heavenly indeed and in no way carnal or fleshly. 



● Our Christian Warfare, Its Source: The World: 

○ Here the proper defense is found in Eph. 6 since satanic forces are 
the managers behind the world system where Satan is the prince.  

Eph. 2:1-4 
1 And you [hath he quickened], who were dead in trespasses and 
sins; 
2 Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this 
world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that 
now worketh in the children of disobedience: 
3 Among whom also we all had our conversation in times past in the 
lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; 
and were by nature the children of wrath, even as others. 
4 But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he 
loved us . . . [See also John 12:31; 14:30; 16:11] 

○ We were dead in trespasses and sins (verses 1 & 5, Col. 2:13), but 
God found a way to reconcile us to himself through the sacrifice of 
his precious Son. 

○ But, putting these principles into the current circumstances we find 
ourselves in today, as living “in” the world but not as being “of” the 
world,  These all may act as gateways or “open doors” to evil 
spiritual forces that want to wreck havoc in to our spiritual walk. 

  
○ So, a proper recognition of how our enemy is working today through 

his world system, and the truths Paul has written here in  
Ephesians 6, provide all the tools needed to live above these world 
challenges.  Those challenges of the enemy of our souls.  The 
attacks that come from the world (the TV, Facebook, radio, music, 
and other worldly connections and associations, even the religious 
organization that may often call themselves “christian”) are 
effectively defeated by the armaments provided and the word of truth 
inscribed upon our hearts. 

● Our Christian Warfare, Its Source: Satan and His Demonic Forces: 

○ Demons (or even in the rarest of circumstances, perhaps even Satan 
himself) may also attack believers today and we may have to wage 
spiritual warfare against them. This is not normally an issue for us 
believers today, however, unless we have become targets due to 
significant and constant failure on other fronts of spiritual warfare, 
such as through the world system which is as we have seen, the 
devil’s playground.  Religion in any of its myriad lies is his primary 
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tool there.  Eph. 6 is most directly applicable to these attacks should 
they occur. 

○ Why are these direct personal attacks not common today but were 
very common in other dispensational contexts?   

■ Resource limitations… assume that Satan is the most efficient 
and intelligent enemy that exists, but he has resource 
limitations as we do of numbers, time and place.  His 
resources are NOT unlimited! 

■ Priorities - the flesh is our most common enemy; the world is 
second; Satan and or demons is a [distant] third.  So why 
should limited resources be employed when they are not 
needed?  Warfare directly against evil spirit beings is is often 
hyped in the so-called christian media, but in fact is usually 
not needed.  The reason is that Satan’s world system can be 
used much more effectively (and it can be used against many).  
The Satanic evolution of this system easily adapts itself to the 
circumstances of the time and place and many believers are 
thereby trapped by it. 

■ Finally, and this is the bottom line:  Our failures may be 
manifest and no direct attacks by the enemy are in that case 
even needed.  The enemy has [in effect] already won … 
Perhaps it is not the flesh has already captured us but the 
world.  For the world may have begun to take us away from the 
simplicity which is in Jesus Christ and his completed work on 
Calvary’s cross and glorious resurrection. 

○ But perhaps (and as I said in our last fellowship, this is not the 
common case) we may find ourselves under attack by a spiritual 
force.  If so, what is our proper defense against  this DIRECT 
SPIRITUAL ATTACK by our “heavenly” but evil enemies, if they 
should come?  Well, we know that Eph. 6 tells us about the various 
parts of the armor.  We have considered them already.  It is the final 
one, the only one that is “offensive” in nature that I want to close 
with today.  That is “the sword of the Spirit which is the utterance of 
God”, Eph. 6:17.  An example will help us to understand this: 

Gen. 3:1-10 
1 Now the serpent was more subtil than any beast of the field which 
the LORD God had made. And he said unto the woman, Yea, hath 
God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden? 
2 And the woman said unto the serpent, We may eat of the fruit of the 
trees of the garden: 
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3 But of the fruit of the tree which [is] in the midst of the garden, God hath 
said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die. 
4 And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die: 
5 For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall 
be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil. 
6 And when the woman saw that the tree [was] good for food, and that it 
[was] pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make [one] wise, 
she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her husband 
with her; and he did eat. 

○ Again, this is pure simplicity in action.  Eve’s (and then Adam’s) 
failure as recorded here in Genesis to respond to Satan with the 
Word of the living God is clear.  How different it would have been if 
Eve (and Adam) had responded differently.  But instead the subtlety 
of Satan overcame Eve and Adam followed suit in rebellion against 
the revealed Word of God.  Do not forget these words by our Apostle: 

2 Cor. 11:3  But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve 
through his subtilty, so your minds should be corrupted from the simplicity 
that is in Christ. 

Transition (the seven dimensions of the mystery dispensation - part 7):  
  
● So, as we have seen, spiritual warfare must be engaged in scripturally or it 

will end in failure and defeat.  But when the warfare is properly fought with 
all the defensive and offensive armaments God has provided, then it may 
be fought victoriously and always for the glory and honor of Almighty God.  

● Our spiritual warfare is enabled by God, therefore, for victory and not 
defeat and the knowledge of this proper and authentic warfare may be 
known by us only through the Apostle Paul.  This is all part of the 
revelation of the mystery.  Now, today, let us summarize by focusing 
directly on the many blessings we all have through Christ Jesus who shed 
his blood for us sinners, who died, and who was then gloriously raised 
from the dead.  That completed redemption ensures for us a great many 
blessings indeed.  We shall consider these today. 

TODAY:  "Every Benefit of Grace, Fully Provided" 

I. The Blessed Truth Summarized: “Every Spiritual Blessing In Christ Jesus”! 

[READ   ] Eph. 1:3  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ: 

[READ   ] Rom 8:28-30  
28 And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to 
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them who are the called according to his purpose. 
29 For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the 
image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren. 
30 Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he 
called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified. 

● Where do we begin, where do we end with all of these blessings?  
FOR EXAMPLE, CONSIDER THIS SHORT LIST FOUND IN ROMANS 
8:28-30: 

○ Justification (Christ’s righteous act imputed to us believers) 
○ Redemption 
○ Forgiveness 
○ Sanctification 
○ Divine election 
○ Calling 

● Today we will look only at two of these, Justification and 
Forgiveness, and they are fundamental as we shall see. 

● Let me emphasize to start with that this is the realm of “positional” 
truth as opposed to “conditional” truth.  These are the blessings 
provided solely based on our salvation and in no way are they 
conditioned or dependent on our works or our obedience or our 
sanctification.  We are “in Christ Jesus”, an expression used by Paul 
40 times (none by other writers except in 1 Peter, the last verse 
where there is a dispute among textual critics as to what the correct 
reading should be)!  As a result, we already POSSESS each of them. 

● Note that this is a statement of fact, not a directly expressed or 
implied exhortation. 

● We must never translate a statement of FACT into an EXHORTATION 
for obedience (to make it consistent with the commandments of 
other dispensations, for example). 

● This is a critically essential, fundamental principle of Biblical 
interpretation. 

● So, our point here is that as believers today, we possess 
Justification NOW.  In other dispensational programs this WAS NOT 
TRUE, SO THE SCRIPTURES GIVEN TO THE JEWS UNDER THE LAW 
(THROUGH MOSES), FOR EXAMPLE, OR THE JEWS FOR THE 
KINGDOM (BY CHRIST) DO NOT STATE TRUTH FOR US TODAY (AT 
LEAST NOT TRUTH INTENDED FOR OUR OBEDIENCE).  ROM. 15:4 
SAYS THOSE SCRIPTURES ARE FOR OUR “EDIFICATION”, YES, 
BUT NOT FOR OUR “OBEDIENCE”. 

[Any comments on the importance of this for us to know today?] 
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#1: The Blessed Truth Summarized: “Every Spiritual Blessing In Christ 
Jesus”!   

II. The Foundational [and Major] Truth Proclaimed: Christ’s Own 
Righteousness “Imputed” to Us All 

● Rom. 8:30 Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and 
whom he called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he 
also glorified.  Here “justified” = “[made or declared] righteous”, or, 
“[declared] righteous”, righteousness imputed. 

● [READ   ] Rom 4:22-25  
22 And therefore it was imputed to him for righteousness. 
23 Now it was not written for his sake alone, that it was imputed to him; 
24 But for us also, to whom it shall be imputed, if we believe on him that 
raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead; 
25 Who was delivered for our offences, and was raised again for our 
justification. 

● [READ   ] 2 Cor. 5:19, 21  
19 To wit, that God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, not 
imputing their trespasses unto them; and hath committed unto us the word 
of reconciliation. 
. . . 
21 For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might 
be made the righteousness of God in him. 

● What then is this righteousness?  According to the root meaning of 
the Greek word, it is “to do right, to do the right thing”, in general, 
and specifically, in this context, it refers directly to the 
“righteousness” of our Lord Jesus Christ himself... 

● But what is Christ’s righteousness is the logical next question? Isn’t 
that simply What Christ was sent to do (on our behalf)?  

○ Christ is NOT [merely] our example for living as so many have 
thought (at least not for us today living in this dispensation) 

○ BUT, HE IS RATHER OUR SUBSTITUTE, in that he died for our 
sins (remember, this is the gospel), 1 Cor. 15:3 

○ So Christ’s righteousness, according to Paul, is Christ’s own 
righteousness as he paid completely the penalty for the sins of 
the world. 

○ Contrast this gift of Christ’s own righteousness to us all and 
his eternal life with the requirement under the Kingdom gospel 
that we must keep any and all of Christ’s commandments 
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before we may gain eternal life.  

● QUESTION: How is Christ’s righteousness relevant to us?  It has 
been imputed to our account.  This was not due to any or all of our 
works in any sense (Rom. 4:6), but entirely as a free gift as a result of 
the substitutionary atonement of Jesus Christ on our behalf. 

○ What does “imputed” mean? 
■ Used 20 times by Paul, not by any other scripture writer 

(except in the gospels) 
■ Used 10 times in Romans 4 alone 

○ “Imputed” is also translated in the KJV by the words 
“counted” or “reckoned”, 

○ This is a word which implies faith or belief 
○ It might also be translated “considered” 
○ The focus is on the one considering or believing it, and in 

most scriptures the person referred to is the Lord God himself. 

● This is NOT therefore about Christ’s righteousness being somehow 
mystically infused into us (through the sacraments) enabling us to 
now live it out with Christ’s own example before our eyes continually 
as many are teaching.  No.  That is what the religionist might say 
though.  And that is what is behind the new age Christianity which is 
really the new age Catholicism.  

● INSTEAD, what the apostle means when he so often writes to 
members of Christ’s Body using this word (“imputed”) is this: 

● So, the bottom line here in the simplest of terms it that Christ offered 
himself, his own body, as the sacrifice for our sins.  The Father 
accepted his offering.  Therefore it is written that God himself has 
considered that offering to be as our own and that consequently we 
stand righteous before him.   
 
Our verse in 2 Cor. 5:21 says it better than we can: For he hath made 
him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the 
righteousness of God in him. 

#1: The Blessed Truth Summarized: “Every Spiritual Blessing Is Ours In 
Christ Jesus”! 
#2: The Foundational Truth Proclaimed: Christ’s Own Righteousness 
Imputed [and it should be needless to say that this has never been a reality 
in any other dispensation.  It is unique to this one, the dispensation of 
God’s abundant grace.]  Amen. 

[Your comments?] 
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Oh, the glory of this revelation now revealed and never before revealed by the 
prophets (because it could not be, as long as believers were living under a Legal 
System). 

III. The Glory of It All - Our Reality: The Full and Completed Forgiveness of Our 
Sins 

[READ   ] Eph 1:7  
In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, 
according to the riches of his grace; (see also, Col. 1:14) 

● What are the implications of this?  Sermon on the Mount and the 
requirement for enduring to the end vs the higher ground of grace!!  What a 
contrast. 
○ One looks forward to the Cross; The other looks back - what a 

difference 
○ One has the earthly kingdom in view; The other has our eternal and 

heavenly hope with the free bestowal of Christ in us all NOW, the 
hope of glory. 

○ One, forgiveness is dependent on our confession; The other, it is our 
reality now. 

○ One, forgiveness is dependent on our repentance (works), the other, 
that the free gift of a full and complete forgiveness independent of 
our works has already been provided. 

○ One, forgiveness is dependent on our obedience to do all that our 
Lord has commanded, the other, that it has been gifted to us in spite 
of our disobedience and sin. 

● So we have a high and heavenly basis for forgiving one another now, no 
matter what the practical and personal issues may be. 

● Therefore we have his righteousness NOW!!!  What are the consequences 
of this for our daily lives?  Well, the answer is so simple: WE MAY ALWAYS 
BE RESTING, RESTING, RESTING IN THE FULLNESS OF HIS UNLIMITED 
GRACE AND LOVE.  I am reminded of the great hymn written by Jean Pigott 
in the 19th century and I am sure you also remember these words so well: 

Jesus! I am resting, resting

In the joy of what Thou art;

I am finding out the greatness

  Of Thy loving heart.

Thou hast bid me gaze upon Thee,

And Thy beauty fills my soul,

For, by Thy transforming power,

  Thou hast made me whole.
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Jesus! I am resting, resting

In the joy of what Thou art;

I am finding out the greatness

    Of Thy loving heart.


Oh, how great Thy loving kindness,

Vaster, broader than the sea:

Oh, how marvelous Thy goodness,

  Lavished all on me!

Yes, I rest in Thee, Beloved,

Know what wealth of grace is Thine,

Know Thy certainty of promise,

  And have made it mine.


Simply trusting Thee, Lord Jesus,

I behold Thee as Thou art,

And Thy love, so pure, so changeless,

  Satisfies my heart,

Satisfies its deepest longings,

Meets, supplies its every need,

Compasseth me round with blessings,

  Thine is love indeed.


Ever lift Thy face upon me,

As I work and wait for Thee;

Resting ’neath Thy smile, Lord Jesus,

  Earth’s dark shadows flee.

Brightness of my Father’s glory,

Sunshine of my Father’s face,

Keep me ever trusting, resting,

  Fill me with Thy grace.


Jesus! I am resting, resting

In the joy of what Thou art;

I am finding out the greatness

  Of Thy loving heart.

Thou hast bid me gaze upon Thee,

And Thy beauty fills my soul,

For, by Thy transforming power,

  Thou hast made me whole.


● FINALLY, let me emphasize that Paul under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit 
uses an additional word to describe our situation before almighty God 
today.  That word is “GLORY”!  And we could go to so many scriptures to 
see this so clearly manifested in Paul’s letters.  But for now let us just leave 
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it at this. 

● GRACE IS ENOUGH FOR GOD’S GLORY TO BE MANIFESTED: Nothing 
more is needed!  In other dispensations the program was different indeed.  
God had a nation and a people to exalt in the Mosaic dispensation of the 
law.  He had a king and a kingdom to glorify in his millennial kingdom.  But 
today he is working according the wealth of his grace, and so his grace is 
not only sufficient, BUT POWERFUL INDEED: 

Eph. 1:3  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ: 

SUMMARY & CONCLUSIONS: 

#1: The Blessed Truth Summarized: “Every Spiritual Blessing In Christ 
Jesus”! 
#2: The Foundational Truth Proclaimed: The Imputation of Christ’s Own 
Righteousness 
#3: The Glory of It All - Our Reality: The Full and Completed Forgiveness of 
Sins, Such A Transforming Thought 

THESE ARE THE HIGHLIGHTS BUT THERE IS SO MUCH MORE.  DON’T 
FORGET THE WORD “EVERY”!  INDEED, “EVERY SPIRITUAL BLESSING IN 
THE HEAVENLIES IN CHRIST JESUS!”  REVEALED NOW FOR US ALL.
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