
 

“The Knowledge of the Mystery Is Critical - The Blessed Hope” 
 
Introduction: 
 

● Our studies have have been wide ranging as we have well considered the 
Long War Against God from its beginnings until its ending as written in the 
book of Revelation. 
 

● More recently we have looked at Paul’s revelation of the Dispensation of 
Grace and its many contrasts with the Dispensation of the Kingdom.  We 
have also considered at length the gospel appropriate for this 
dispensation, the gospel of the grace of God (as opposed to the gospel of 
the kingdom). 
 

● Finally we looked at the distinctive and glorious teachings regarding the 
Body of Christ and our place today in God’s working to promote his grace. 

 
● Last time we considered again the life which we all possess under grace 

and its fullness.  
 

● Today we continue with the Blessed Hope as the apostle call it, the Rapture 
of the Church.  Our outline is this: 

 
Our Outline (the Seven Dimensions of the Mystery): 
 
Last Time: 
 

● A New Dispensation, Our Current Reality (Eph. 3:1-9) 
● A Better Gospel, Given for the Faith of Sinners (1 Cor. 15:1-8) 
● The Church Which Is One Body, Given for Our Blessing (Eph. 4:4; 5:32) 
● An Abundant Life, Offered Freely! (Rom. 5:17) 

 
Today: 

 
● The Blessed Hope & Expectation. Assured by Almighty God (Tit 2:11-14; 1 

Cor. 15:51; 1 Thess. 4:15-18; 5:9-11; 2:1-3; 2:13-17) 
 
Review Last Time: An Abundant Life, Offered Freely, Parts 1 & 2 
 

● Eternal Life Under the Old Covenant (or the New): 
 

○ The whole idea of life everlasting or eternal life is a most blessed 
one.  It was always promised for the elect of God but was intimately 
related to the dispensational plan of God that was in effect.  See for 
example Matt. 25:46: “And these shall go away into everlasting 

 



punishment: but the righteous into life eternal.”  It was promised by 
our Lord under the preaching of the coming Kingdom to those that 
had kept the Law:  Mark 10:17-22, 28-30 

 
● Eternal Life Under Grace - A Centerpiece of the Pauline Revelation: 

 
○ But there is a great contrast here with our current possession of 

eternal life under grace.  Paul, apostle of the Gentiles, writes of this 
life eternal many times.  It is a keynote of his letters where he calls it 
“newness” of life in contrast to that old life we were all born with and 
which is the constant burden of unredeemed mankind. 

 
  

● Eternal Life Under Grace - A New and Heavenly Quality of Life: 
 

○ The term “life everlasting” relates to the quality of life which we have 
here and now more than it does to the “length” or “span” of that life 
as may have been thought.  Its potential is surely eternal (rewards at 
the judgment seat of Christ), of course, but its present reality is a 
fact every believer today knows very much about. 

 
● Eternal Life Under Grace - Something to Be Grasped Onto Fully: 

 
1 Tim. 6:12  Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, 
whereunto thou art also called, and hast professed a good profession 
before many witnesses. 

 
○ So fruit in this life as a believer is being produced,  Of what sort it is 

is the question.  THAT WE POSSESS ETERNAL LIFE NOW ALREADY 
IS NOT THE QUESTION.  BUT WHAT WILL THAT LIFE PRODUCE IN 
US IS THE QUESTION.  AND DO NOT FORGET 1 Cor. 15:45: “And so 
it is written, The first man Adam was made a living soul; the last 
Adam [was made] a quickening spirit.”  And this leads directly to our 
next point to be examined in our next meeting, Lord willing, that of 
the new hope we have a believers today, the rapture of the Body of 
Christ into heaven’s glory BEFORE the beginning of the Great 
Tribulation, the Time of Jacob’s Trouble: 

 
● Review: An Abundant Life, Offered Freely, Part 2, Last Time:  

 
○ There is a Triune Indwelling of God Today: Father, Son and Holy 

Spirit! 
○ The Indwelling of the Son is Unique Under Grace and Most Precious 

and Powerful! 
○ The Riches of the Glory of the Mystery Is Focused On His Indwelling: 
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Our Theme Today: The Blessed Hope & Expectation. Assured by Almighty God  
(1 Cor. 15:50-54; 1 Thess. 4:15-18; 2 Thess. 2:1-3; Tit 2:11-14) [See also 1 Thess. 
5:9-11 & 2 Thess. 2:13-17] 
 

● The Privilege of Grace - The Blessed Hope Teaches That Which Was 
Previously Kept Secret (1 Cor. 15:50-54) 

 
● The Prospect of Grace -The Blessed Hope Is the Source of Our Comfort  

(1 Thess. 4:15-18) 
 

● The Presence of Grace - The Blessed Hope Delivers Us From Fear  
(2 Thess. 2:1-3) 

 
● The Power of Grace - The Blessed Hope Protects Us From License  

(Tit. 2:11-14) 
 

I. The Privilege of Grace - The Blessed Hope Teaches That Which Was 
Previously Kept Secret (1 Cor. 15:50-54): 
 
[READ   ] 1 Cor. 15:50-54 
50 Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom 
of God; neither doth corruption inherit incorruption. 
51 Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be 
changed, 
52 In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet 
shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be 
changed. 
53 For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal [must] put 
on immortality. 
54 So when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall 
have put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written, 
Death is swallowed up in victory. 
 

● These are most important words and are all directly relevant to our focus 
today.  The word “mystery” in verse 51 is critical to what Paul is saying 
here, as he makes a point that is often misunderstood.  Like the Gospel of 
Grace, the dispensation of grace, the church which is His body, and the 
new eternal life in Christ Jesus, all of these including the Rapture of the 
church are part of the “mystery” or sacred secret revealed to and through 
Paul.  As such they are not found even mentioned in passing in the other 
writings of scripture.  That is a most profound truth and critically important 
for every believer to know and cherish always. 

 
● The particular truth revealed here has to do with the “inheritance of the 
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kingdom of God” (verse 50) and on truth concerning it.  The teaching is 
very important for the church today.  Let’s see why . . . 

  
○ Inheritance speaks of possession and full rights of use and 

enjoyment and not on mere possession alone.  For as long as the 
will has not been executed, there is an heir but the heir has not yet 
inherited anything.  Again, inheritance speaks of possession and full 
rights to use and enjoy and not on a mere legal promise of  future full 
ownership.  

 
● The scripture here draws several sharp contrasts: 

 
○ The great difference between prophecy and the mystery 
○ Flesh and blood bodies and spiritual bodies or the corruptible verses 

the incorruptible, the mortal vs the immortal (or subject to dying 
versus not subject to death) 

○ The fact of the coming transformation for all  
○ Furthermore, what is revealed is that all will enter into our full 

inheritance with transformed bodies. 
○ Then, to cap it all off, this truth is called a mystery or scared secret! 

 
● Some consequences we may not have thought of: 

 
■ #1: No conclusions regarding the Rapture may be drawn from 

non - Pauline writings - regarding the nature or the timing of 
the Rapture, for example. 

 
■ #2: (more difficult) Scriptures relating to the Second Coming 

cannot provide to us encouragement except in a general sense 
(God keeps his promises, he will care for his own) 

 
● But what specifically was kept secret but us now revealed? 

 
○ Now all those that were promised the Millennial Kingdom were 

promised those rights.  But only those who were alive at the time the 
Kingdom was to be initiated on earth would be entering into it in 
flesh and blood bodies.  The rest would have to enter in resurrection 
bodies, of course.  BUT THE PROMISE OF GOD FOR US TODAY IS 
THAT ALL THE SAINTS WHO WERE MEMBERS OF CHRIST’S BODY 
CHURCH WOULD INHERIT THEIR KINGDOM NOT WITH FLESH AND 
BLOOD BODIES BUT WITH RESURRECTION BODIES!  AMEN AND 
AMEN.  WHAT A BLESSED HOPE INDEED AND ONE THAT IS 
UNIQUE FOR US TODAY. 
 

○   
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Your questions / comments?  

 
II. The Presence of Grace -The Blessed Hope Is the Source of Our Comfort  

(1 Thess. 4:15-18): 
 
[READ   ] 1 Thess. 4:15-18 
15 For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which are alive 
[and] remain unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent [precede] them 
which are asleep. 
16 For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the 
voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ 
shall rise first: 
17 Then we which are alive [and] remain shall be caught up together with 
them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with 
the Lord. 
18 Wherefore comfort one another with these words. [See also  
1 Thess. 5:9-11] 

  
● What is implied for those that do not recognize this teaching?  Many today 

have been taught false doctrine and Paul implies here that those who reject 
the teaching of  the blessed hope can have no true comfort and have 
turmoil instead.  I believe that is the consequence of believing that there is 
a time of great suffering ahead, greater than any that has ever come upon 
the earth. 

 
● Paul concludes here on a very positive note with an exhortation to receive 

the offered comfort.  What here specifically is the basis for this comfort? Is 
it not the firm confidence that what lies ahead for all of us is glorious 
indeed and not that for salvation we must keep the law and endure to the 
end a coming great trial of tribulation such as the world has never seen. 

 
III. The Prospect of Grace - The Blessed Hope Delivers Us From Fear  

(2 Thess. 2:1-3): 
 

[READ   ] 2 Thess. 2:1-3 
1 Now we beseech you, brethren, by the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
and [by] our gathering together unto him, 
2 That ye be not soon shaken in mind, or be troubled, neither by spirit, nor 
by word, nor by letter as from us, as that the day of Christ is at hand. 
3 Let no man deceive you by any means: for [that day shall not come], 
except there come a falling away [lit. a “standing apart from”] first, and that 
man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition; 

  
● Properly understood in the light of the context here regarding false 

4 
 
 
 



teachers and their teachings, this is one of the strongest sections of 
scripture teaching the pre-tribulational rapture of the church the Body of 
Christ. He exhorts the believers by [the truths concerning]: 

 
○ The coming of the Lord Jesus 
○ Our gathering unto him 
○ The “falling away” first before the “Day of Christ” or “the time of 

Christ’s judgment” occurs 
 

● It is essential that we know that the rapture of the church is before the 
coming Tribulation as Paul writes here.  Clearly the Thessalonian believers 
had been taught by Paul that the rapture would be before the tribulation. 
These false teachers were teaching the contrary.  That would be incredibly 
disappointing to these believers for whom grace had been the keynote of 
their lives.  So he exhorts them not to be “troubled” and instead to be 
comforted by God. 

 
● Failure to properly understand this will have consequences.  We see it 

every day in the so-called “evangelical” church with a focus on “private 
interpretations”, messages from God and “angels”, the word of God 
perverted by applications to everyday events as if everything that is 
happening in the news is a fulfillment of end time prophecy.  Mega-church 
pastors and Internet-based teachers filling the hearts and minds of 
believers with very good looking and fine sounding teachings that are on 
every side false and dangerous to the unsuspecting and undiscerning. 

 
●  But the apostle Paul’s teachings here set forth before us this morning will 

be always reliable and appropriate.  As apostle of the Gentiles and the 
administrator of God’s dispensation of grace for today, his writings are 
both relevant AND ESSENTIAL for our understanding today.  Praise God 
for him and for them. 

  
Any questions or comments?  
 
IV. The Power of Grace - The Blessed Hope Protects Us From License  

(Tit. 2:11-14): 
 

● If it has been promised by God that we will be delivered from the coming 
Great Tribulation, then we do not have to “endure to the end”, “keep all the 
commandments”, etc.  But that might lead us to live a life of license, right? 

  
[READ   ] Tit. 2:11-14 
11 For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men, 
12 Teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live 
soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world; 
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13 Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great 
God and our Saviour Jesus Christ; 
14 Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and 
purify unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works. 

 
● But no, this grace teaching is just the opposite in its effect on the believer, 

Paul writes here. 
 

○ The Christian life is all about fruitfulness, not works.  There is a very 
big difference.  We have considered this before.  The difference is 
this: 

■ Law inevitably results in law breaking and this brings works of 
unrighteousness and condemnation.  It also short-circuits 
grace and its working.  Many deny this today but they are in 
error. 

 
■ Grace, on the other hand is quite different.  Its natural 

consequence is fruit bearing. 
 

■ The profound and glorious teaching here in Titus is this: 
Because of the dynamic of grace in its fullness is to bear fruit, 
what we all most need is to gladly receive the abundance of 
grace while we continue “looking for that blessed hope”.  It 
really that simple. 

 
○ What about us?  You and me?  Are we actively listening for that call, 

that shout and that voice?  IF WE ARE, IT WILL MAKE ALL THE 
DIFFERENCE!  AMEN. 

 
Conclusions / Exhortation: 
 

● The Privilege of Grace - The Blessed Hope Teaches That Which Was 
Previously Kept Secret (1 Cor. 15:50-54) 

 
● The Prospect of Grace -The Blessed Hope Is the Source of Our Comfort  

(1 Thess. 4:15-18) 
 

● The Presence of Grace - The Blessed Hope Delivers Us From Fear  
(2 Thess. 2:1-3) 

 
● The Power of Grace - The Blessed Hope Protects Us From License  

(Tit. 2:11-14) 
 

Next time: The Heavenly Warfare committed to us saints under grace! 
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