
 

The Long War Against God: 
“The Fullness of the Times, and Their Consequence” 

 
 
Theme Verse: 
 
Is. 46:9-13 
9 Remember the former things of old: for I [am] God, and [there is] none else; [I am] 
God, and [there is] none like me, 
10 Declaring the end from the beginning, and from ancient times [the things] that are 
not [yet] done, saying, My counsel shall stand, and I will do all my pleasure: 
11 Calling a ravenous bird from the east, the man that executeth my counsel from a 
far country: yea, I have spoken [it], I will also bring it to pass; I have purposed [it], I will 
also do it. 
12 Hearken unto me, ye stouthearted, that [are] far from righteousness: 
13 I bring near my righteousness; it shall not be far off, and my salvation shall 
not tarry: and I will place salvation in Zion for Israel my glory. 
 
Introduction: 
 

● In our fellowships here under the theme of the Long War Against God, we 
have seen how the Bible records as both history and prophecy the open 
and sustained warfare of satan against God and his plan of redemption 
for sinners. That is the essence and meaning of the Bible.  The key to 
understanding the Bible is the simple but profound realization that the 
Seed of the Woman promise found in Gen. 3:15 offers the key to 
understanding the entire book -- from Genesis to Revelation.  
 
In our fellowship here over the last year and a half we have followed this 
“story”, this “history” carefully bringing us step by step now to a point 
where we have finished our studies in the Books of Daniel and 
Revelation.  We have therefore seen how God really does know the end 
from the beginning and in “the end time scenario” what has been written 
concerning satan and his plan will end.  

 
● Of course, we know who the Lord God is and what he has done down 

through the ages, is doing in our present time, and will yet do in the 
future through this very word of truth, his word to mankind, the Bible. 
 

1 



 

But does it not strike you with amazement that even though he revealed 
himself so clearly in the creation itself (“The heavens declare the glory of 
God . . .”) and in the scriptures . . . mankind has usually been in unbelief. 
Even his own people Israel, to whom he sent the prophets and for whom 
he worked such miracles and signs (as in the Exodus, for example) were 
finally cast aside in their unbelief.  Had the Lord God failed to accomplish 
his plan of the ages?  Surely his people at least did fail and it would seem 
that their fall would be final!  

 
● These are the very questions that the apostle Paul asks and then answers 

in his letters and especially in the grand letter to the Romans.  Today I 
would like us to travel forward from where we left off in our last meeting 
where we saw how great a fondness the apostle had for his own people 
Israel that had not believed God down through the ages -- and had not 
even now believed though the Lord Jesus had been gloriously raised 
from the dead. 

 
● BUT IF ONE SHOULD RISE FROM THE DEAD, WOULD THEY HAVE 

BELIEVED? 
 

● But the word of truth was clear that there would be two comings of 
Messiah, was it not?  And in addition, the sufferings and death of the Lord 
had been prophesied (Is. 53, etc.)  The bright red thread of redemption 
through his shed blood was a theme of the scripture that they should not 
have ignored.  BUT THERE WAS A TIME AND A PLACE FOR 
EVERYTHING IN THE LORD’S PLAN . . . 

 
Lk. 4:17-20 
17 And there was delivered unto him the book of the prophet Esaias. And when 
he had opened the book, he found the place where it was written, 
18 The Spirit of the Lord [is] upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach 
the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach 
deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty 
them that are bruised, 
19 To preach the acceptable year of the Lord. 
20 And he closed the book, and he gave [it] again to the minister, and sat 
down. And the eyes of all them that were in the synagogue were fastened on 
him. 
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● And the very next words, that the Lord did not read from Is. 61 that day, 
were these: “and the day of vengeance of our God”!!  We should remember 
what we learned from Daniel as well, of course, that some things were 
revealed and some were not.  Also, some were revealed but “the book 
was sealed” or “closed” for the time of understanding had not yet come. 
These are challenging and profound teachings, are they not?  Surely God 
withheld some things in those days in order that God’s purposes might 
be fulfilled in his timing.  And remember also that by withholding truth 
from mankind also meant that he was withholding it from satan, the 
arch-adversary of almighty God. . . 
 

● Even the resurrection of our Lord itself was not believed by many of 
those that had good evidence of its reality: 

 
John 20:9  For as yet they knew not the scripture, that he must rise again from 
the dead. 

 
● Consider also the apostles when the Lord Jesus in resurrection glory 

appeared to them moments before his ascension into the heavens: 
 

Acts 1:6-9 
6 When they therefore were come together, they asked of him, saying, Lord, 
wilt thou at this time restore again the kingdom to Israel? 
7 And he said unto them, It is not for you to know the times or the seasons, 
which the Father hath put in his own power. 
8 But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and 
ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in 
Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth. 
9 And when he had spoken these things, while they beheld, he was taken up; 
and a cloud received him out of their sight. 

 
● So why was there so much confusion still over what God was doing even 

when Christ had risen from the dead?  Just remember what the Lord had 
said, for blindness in the heart is able to overpower even eye witnesses: 

 
Lk. 16:30-31 
. . . 
30 And he said, Nay, father Abraham: but if one went unto them from the dead, 
they will repent. 
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31 And he said unto him, If they hear not Moses and the prophets, neither will 
they be persuaded, though one rose from the dead. 

 
● AND THEY DID NOT BELIEVE.  So had the Lord God failed (because Israel 

fell in unbelief)?  Certainly not.  As we saw in our last fellowship, God had 
another part of his grand redemptive plan to bring to fulfillment, a plan to 
be executed WHEN ISRAEL FELL AND THAT WOULD BRING THE 
EXALTATION OF THE GENTILES UNDER GRACE AND NOT LAW.  

 
● This was all through divine election, regarding Israel and regarding the 

Gentiles and for that purpose Israel has been set aside for a time.  God 
always has a purpose in what he does and in what he allows.  This 
overriding purpose is underscored in these next verses: 

 
Rom. 11:1-5 
1 say then, Hath God cast away his people? God forbid. For I also am an 
Israelite, of the seed of Abraham, [of] the tribe of Benjamin. 
2 God hath not cast away his people which he foreknew. Wot ye not what the 
scripture saith of Elias? how he maketh intercession to God against Israel, 
saying, 
3 Lord, they have killed thy prophets, and digged down thine altars; and I 
am left alone, and they seek my life. 
4 But what saith the answer of God unto him? I have reserved to myself 
seven thousand men, who have not bowed the knee to [the image of] 
Baal. 
5 Even so then at this present time also there is a remnant according to 
the election of grace. 
 

● These are key words and powerful ones.  So the divine election must be 
brought up here and Paul is selected to receive that revelation and to 
reveal it to us today, whether Jew or Gentile!  Daniel would be amazed. 

 
● It is the sacred secret, the “mystery” revealed to Paul [regarding the 

Gentile purpose of God under grace] that now takes center stage here 
and we shall consider it again today.  Last time we gave only the 
introduction -- today will be the full teaching on this profound and very 
important subject.  THIS REGARDS THE “CHRONOLOGICAL SEQUENCE” 
OF EVENTS IN THE REDEMPTIVE PLAN OF GOD, A TIME SEQUENCE 
THAT THE JEWS (AND GENTILES) WERE BLINDED TO.  AND SO WAS 
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SATAN AND THAT IS SO IMPORTANT, OF COURSE, SINCE THE LONG 
WAR AGAINST GOD WAS WELL UNDERWAY AT THIS POINT AND 
SATAN WOULD NOT CEASE HIS OFTEN VIOLENT OPPOSITION TO 
GOD’S PLAN - AS HE UNDERSTOOD IT! 

 
I. The Seed of the Woman -- Given in the Fullness of “Prophetic” Time  

(Gal. 4) 
 

● Now Israel and the Jews had waited for many centuries for the 
promises made to the fathers to be fulfilled, but in due time the 
appointed, the right time had come: 

 
[READ   ] Gal. 4:1-5 
1 Now I say, [That] the heir, as long as he is a child, differeth nothing 
from a servant, though he be lord of all; 
2 But is under tutors and governors until the time appointed of the father. 
3 Even so we, when we were children, were in bondage under the 
elements of the world: 
4 But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his 
Son, made of a woman, made under the law, 
5 To redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive 
the adoption of sons. 

 
● Is this not what the Jews had been waiting so long for?  So why 

were they still unbelieving?  Yes, but they were focused on the 
coming of the Lord in an entirely different context, were they not? 

 
● It is this difference of prophetic contexts that we will focus on 

today.  We will do that in reference to the way the apostle Paul uses 
the word “fullness”.  “Fullness” is a wonderful word, is it not?  Paul 
uses it to answer as we saw in our last fellowship several of those 
key questions. 

 
● So finally at this time the “fullness of that [prophetic] time HAD 

COME, AT LEAST THE FIRST AND INITIAL PART OF THAT - BUT 
WOULD ISRAEL BELIEVE AND TAKE GOD AT HIS WORD? 

 
II. The Gentiles’ Fullness Through Israel’s Fall (the Mystery) (Rom. 11) 
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● Paul writes the Letter to the Romans many years after the death 
and the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ.  What happened? 

 
● What was to be expected?  Acts 1:7 had made clear that “The 

Times and the Seasons” revelation had been withheld until later! 
 

○ And we have seen this before in our studies of Daniel and 
Revelation how God sometimes “keeps a secret”. 
Sometimes the revelation is also actually given (as in 
Daniel’s case) but the understanding of that is significantly 
limited or even concealed entirely.  

○ But Paul would be given that revelation regarding the Times 
and the Seasons, at least as it referred to the sacred timeline 
regarding the scarlet thread of redemption through his Son, 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
● So Paul begins this section of his greatest letter with a focus on 

Israel’s future glory which will be glorious indeed and based on 
promises to the Fathers, the Mosaic Law, and on Messianic 
prophecies.  But he ends this section (chapter 9) writing about 
Israel’s “failure” and Israel’s “fall”, not their victory and blessing. 
In fact, he writes that Israel’s casting aside was required, it was all 
part of the redemptive plan of God for “the world’s” blessing!!  This 
is quite astounding, is it not, considering that the Lord God had 
made promises to his people often and some of them were actually 
“unconditional”. 

 
● In Romans chapter 9 he underscores that “covenant” relationship 

in the strongest and most personal language imaginable: 
 

Rom. 9:3-5 
3 For I could wish that myself were accursed from Christ for my brethren, 
my kinsmen according to the flesh: 
4 Who are Israelites; to whom [pertaineth] the adoption, and the glory, 
and the covenants, and the giving of the law, and the service [of God], 
and the promises; 
5 Whose [are] the fathers, and of whom as concerning the flesh Christ 
[came], who is over all, God blessed for ever. Amen. 
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● Note that it says “covenants” here and not “covenant” 
 

○ There were several covenants God made with Israel, some 
conditional (through Moses, for example) and some 
unconditional.  The conditional ones required obedience that 
Israel did not (and could not) fulfill as Paul wrote so clearly in 
the Galatians letter: 

 
Gal. 3:15-19 
15 Brethren, I speak after the manner of men; Though [it be] but a man's 
covenant, yet [if it be] confirmed, no man disannulleth, or addeth thereto. 
16 Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises made. He saith 
not, And to seeds, as of many; but as of one, And to thy seed, 
which is Christ. 
17 And this I say, [that] the covenant, that was confirmed before of 
God in Christ, the law, which was four hundred and thirty years 
after, cannot disannul, that it should make the promise of none 
effect. 
18 For if the inheritance [be] of the law, [it is] no more of promise: but 
God gave [it] to Abraham by promise. 
19 Wherefore then [serveth] the law? It was added because of 
transgressions, till the seed should come to whom the promise was 
made; [and it was] ordained by angels in the hand of a mediator. 

 
● But so much more was yet to come that HAD NOT BEEN 

REVEALED and the “LAW WAS ADDED” but could not cancel out 
what God had already promised to the Fathers. 
 

● So God had a plan!  He had a purpose.  Nothing was going to occur 
accidentally.  And, in fact, there was a “scarlet thread” woven 
through the prophetic writings that had to do with the Seed of the 
Woman (Gen. 3:15) but that was to a great degree hidden in those 
scriptures.  Yes, the coming Messiah is a theme of the Old 
Testament.  But all of that was in reference to a nation living under 
a law given by the hand of angels to a prophet named Moses. Paul 
reveals here that there was a hidden element far different from the 
Law and the Works it Required, an element more important and 
precious indeed.  That element was indeed the shed blood of God’s 
only begotten Son and his glorious resurrection! 
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● So rather than the Lord God failing (because Israel fell in unbelief), 
God had another plan to be executed WHEN ISRAEL FELL AND 
THIS WOULD BRING THE EXALTATION OF THE GENTILES UNDER 
GRACE AND NOT LAW -- AND THE SCARLET THREAD OF THE 
SHED BLOOD OF OUR SAVIOR AND HIS GLORIOUS 
RESURRECTION WOULD BE IN THE VERY CENTER OF THIS 
GREAT PLAN. 

 
●  This was all through divine election, regarding Israel and regarding 

the Gentiles and for that purpose Israel has been set aside for a 
time.  God always has a purpose in what he does and in what he 
allows.  This overriding purpose is underscored in these next 
verses: 

 
● What we learn though Paul many many centuries later after the final 

prophet had written, is that God set Israel aside for a greater 
purpose even that what any Jew could have ever imagined: a great 
purpose of redemption regarding the Gentiles, regarding the world, 
REGARDING SINNERS WHEREVER THEY MAY BE FOUND! 

 
Rom. 11:25  For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this 
mystery, lest ye should be wise in your own conceits; that blindness in 
part is happened to Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in. 

 
● Yes, Israel will in God’s good timing be exalted after their trials and 

sufferings have come to their appointed end.  But that God had in 
mind yet another plan that would be brought to fruition in due time. 
That plan was consistent with Israel’s being setting aside 
temporarily as Paul reveals for us in the Romans.  And we shall see 
now how Israel’s setting aside was even a necessity before God’s 
future program for us Gentiles was fully revealed.  And that is 
where the Revelation of the Mystery is all about.  

 
● ISRAEL IN FACT COULD NOT BE SAVED BEFORE THE SEED OF 

THE WOMAN HAD COME FORTH AND BEFORE THE ATONEMENT 
THROUGH HIS SHED BLOOD HAD BEEN ACCOMPLISHED.  HIS 
GLORIOUS RESURRECTION WAS THE SEAL OF THAT ONCE FOR 
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ALL WORK - AND THAT WAS RECEIVABLE ONLY BY FAITH AND 
IN NO WISE THROUGH THE WORKS OF THE LAW.  THIS IS A 
PROFOUND TEACHING INDEED, IS IT NOT? 

 
[Any questions or comments?] 
 
III. Israel’s Fullness and the Gentiles Through Israel’s Rising (Is. 60) 

 
[READ   ] Is. 60:1-3 
1 Arise, shine; for thy light is come, and the glory of the LORD is risen 
upon thee. 
2 For, behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, and gross darkness 
the people: but the LORD shall arise upon thee, and his glory shall be 
seen upon thee. 
3 And the Gentiles shall come to thy light, and kings to the brightness of 
thy rising. 

 
● So it was the RISING of Israel in saving faith that would lead 

directly to the salvation of the Gentiles through Israel (in the Great 
Tribulation Period and then especially in the Millennial Kingdom) - 
according to the prophetic plan. 

 
Rom. 11:25-29 
25 For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this 
mystery, lest ye should be wise in your own conceits; that 
blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the fulness of the 
Gentiles be come in. 
26 And so all Israel shall be saved: as it is written, There shall come 
out of Sion the Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness from 
Jacob: 
27 For this [is] my covenant unto them, when I shall take away their 
sins. 
28 As concerning the gospel, [they are] enemies for your sakes: but as 
touching the election, [they are] beloved for the fathers' sakes. 
29 For the gifts and calling of God [are] without repentance. 

 
● God’s purpose will not be complete until Israel as a nation is 

delivered -  verses 25-27 
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● But Israel’s rebellion led, in the great redemptive purpose of God, 
to the redemption of the Gentiles, under grace, what had never 
before been revealed, because it had been kept hidden and secret! 

 
● And in and through all of this, Israel is not forgotten -- they shall 

indeed be delivered as well in God’s perfect timing - verses 28-29 
 

● BUT FIRST THERE HAD TO BE THE INCARNATION, THE BIRTH, 
THE PRESENTATION OF THE KINGDOM AS AT HAND, AND THE 
EVENTS LEADING UP TO THE CRUCIFIXION AND GLORIOUS 
RESURRECTION. 

 
WE CONCLUDE WITH THIS (Our Lord’s “triumphal” entry into Jerusalem): 
 
[READ   ] Matt. 21:4-7 
4 All this was done, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet, saying, 
5 Tell ye the daughter of Sion, Behold, thy King cometh unto thee, meek, and sitting 
upon an ass, and a colt the foal of an ass. 
6 And the disciples went, and did as Jesus commanded them, 
7 And brought the ass, and the colt, and put on them their clothes, and they set [him] 
thereon. 
 
[READ   ] Matt. 21:8-10 
8 And a very great multitude spread their garments in the way; others cut down 
branches from the trees, and strawed [them] in the way. 
9 And the multitudes that went before, and that followed, cried, saying, Hosanna to the 
Son of David: Blessed [is] he that cometh in the name of the Lord; Hosanna in the 
highest. 
10 And when he was come into Jerusalem, all the city was moved, saying, Who is 
this? 
 
Next week is Resurrection Sunday. 
 
Final Conclusions and an Exhortation 
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