
“The Dispensation of the Mystery — Part 4: 
The Capstone: Paul’s Revelation of the ‘Pleroma’ or Fullness of God” 

Today: Paul’s Revelation of the Fullness of God for Under Grace 

Review:  The Fullness of Christ’s Supply Given to Us for Our Empowering: 

● The Fullness of the Word of God Given to Paul for Our Edification 
● The Fullness of the Sufferings of Christ Given to Paul for Our Example 
● The Fullness of Christ’s Supply Given to Us for Our Empowering 

Col. 1:24-29 [Paul’s example for us] 
24 Who now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up that which is 
behind of the afflictions of Christ in my flesh for his body's sake, which is 
the church: 
25 Whereof I am made a minister, according to the dispensation of God 
which is given to me for you, to fulfil the word of God; 
26 [Even] the mystery which hath been hid from ages and from 
generations, but now is made manifest to his saints: 
27 To whom God would make known what [is] the riches of the glory of 
this mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory: 
28 Whom we preach, warning every man, and teaching every man in all 
wisdom; that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus: 
29 Whereunto I also labour, striving according to his working, which 
worketh in me mightily. 

Our Key Scripture was Phil. 1:19-21: 

Phil. 1:19-21 
19 For I know that this shall turn to my salvation through your prayer, and the 
supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ, 
20 According to my earnest expectation and [my] hope, that in nothing I shall be 
ashamed, but [that] with all boldness, as always, [so] now also Christ shall be 
magnified in my body, whether [it be] by life, or by death. 
21 For to me to live [is] Christ, and to die [is] gain. 

● 1 Cor. 15:45-50 Christ’s resurrection life is now ours!  Moreover, he 
is the “life-giving spirit”. 

● Rom. 8:9-10 Both the Holy Spirit and the Spirit of Christ dwell in 
every believer today.  This provides the energizing for the Christian 
Life we are all to live. 



● 2 Cor. 4:8-12 & 1:3-7 This resurrection quality of life is Christ’s own 
life as it is now.  As we suffer, he suffers and as he suffers, we suffer.  
And through it all, he supplies our every need and indeed his grace 
is magnified in our suffering and it is always sufficient.  That is his 
promise to us. 

Phil. 1:19-21 Our earnest expectation and our hope is a summary of 
what our entire life and experience, our testimony should be.  “For 
me to live is Christ and to die is gain.”  That was Paul’s.  Is it ours? 

■ Paul was confident with an earnest expectation of his 
“salvation”. The salvation here in this context was the 
constant trials since he had been imprisoned.  False brethren 
and false teachers were doing their work and Paul might have 
been very discouraged.  But he was not.  The key to abundant 
living was, according to the apostle Paul, simply this:  the 
constant “supply” provided by “the Spirit of Jesus Christ”!   

■ Other key scriptures would have to include these from 
Colossians: 

Col. 2:19  And not holding the Head, from which all the body by 
joints and bands having nourishment ministered, and knit 
together, increaseth with the increase of God. 

Col. 3:1-4 
1 If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are 
above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. 
2 Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth. 
3 For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God. 
4 When Christ, [who is] our life, shall appear, then shall ye 
also appear with him in glory. 

○ There is no greater manifestation of Christ’s enabling in a believer’s 
life than to be confident and expectant with a real hope that is 
heavenly and eternal as these verses so powerfully teach.  Always 
being delivered unto death for Jesus’s sake allowed Paul to 
demonstrate the resurrected life and glory of his savior, the Lord 
Jesus. 

Today:  Paul’s Revelation of the Fullness of God Under Grace 

Our Outline: 

● The Body of Christ is the Center of God’s Work Under Grace Today: Its 
Glory (Eph. 1) 
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● The Body of Christ is the Center of God’s Work Under Grace Today: Its 
Challenge (Eph. 3) 

● The Body of Christ is the Center of God’s Work Under Grace Today: Its 
Promise (Phil. 4) 

I. The Body of Christ is the Center of God’s Work Under Grace Today: Its 
Glory 

Christ’s past work (the cross) is the basis always for everything future and 
this includes his work through the church which is his Body today.  In 
Ephesians chapter 1 Paul reveals “the riches of the glory” of this work: 

[READ    ] Eph. 1:15-18 
15 Wherefore I also, after I heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus, and love 
unto all the saints, 
16 Cease not to give thanks for you, making mention of you in my prayers; 
17 That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto 
you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of him: 
18 The eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that ye may know 
what is the hope of his calling, and what the riches of the glory of his 
inheritance in the saints, 

[READ    ] Eph. 1:19-23 
19 And what [is] the exceeding greatness of his power to us-ward who 
believe, according to the working of his mighty power, 
20 Which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead, and set 
[him] at his own right hand in the heavenly [places], 
21 Far above all principality, and power, and might, and dominion, and 
every name that is named, not only in this world, but also in that which is to 
come: 
22 And hath put all [things] under his feet, and gave him [to be] the head 
over all [things] to the church, 
23 Which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all. 
  
○ “The eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that ye may 

know . . .”: All here focuses on this, that our understanding might be 
illumined by the light of God’s revealed truth, that the “logical” [see 
Rom. 12:1-2] plan of God (as understood “rightly divided”, of 
course), might be grasped onto once and for all, and therefore be 
fully available for our constant use. 

○ “. . . what is the hope of his calling, and what the riches of the glory of his 
inheritance in the saints, and what [is] the exceeding greatness of his 
power to us-ward who believe, according to the working of his mighty 
power to us-ward who believe . . .”: What great power indeed this must 
be?  Oh that we would take to heart the greatness of this work in us, 
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for us, and through us. There are three parts to this knowledge here, 
are our hearts burning to know more of them? 

○ “. . . according to the working of his mighty power, Which he wrought in 
Christ, when he raised him from the dead . . .”:  

■ The same power that raised Christ from the dead, even.  Do 
not be ignorant of how great this power toward us is.  It may 
be compared with the greatest miracle in history, the 
resurrection of our Lord, but even there, it is not only his 
bodily resurrection that is emphasized here.  That is in fact not 
the main emphasis, but rather the heavenly consequences in 
reference to the greatest powers of all arrayed in the 
heavenlies against the outworking of the plan of Almighty God 
(the long war against God). 

■ It is stated clearly here and should not be forgotten that this 
great work is revealed here to be “for us”, “in reference to us”!  
Isn’t that humbling?  

○ “. . . and set [him] at his own right hand in the heavenly [places], Far 
above all principality, and power, and might, and dominion, and every 
name that is named, not only in this world, but also in that which is to 
come: And hath put all [things] under his feet . . .”:  

■ So far we have here a statement of fact.  This is what was 
accomplished when Christ was raised from the dead.  But 
even this is not yet totally complete since according to Heb. 2 
and 1 Cor. 15 (see Ps. 8 for the O.T. reverence here) it will be 
only at the end of the Millennial Kingdom that this will this be 
completed finally.  So Paul’s revelation here is specifically for 
the church which is his Body as we saw in verse 19 (“to us-
ward”) and then here in verses 22 & 23.  This is all about what 
God is doing through Christ ?Jesus today:  

○ “. . .  and gave him [to be] the head over all [things] to the church, Which 
is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all.”: 

■ So we come finally to the end of this great sentence, verses 15 
through 22, all one sentence and one of the longest in the 
scriptures.  Here is the summary statement of it all - what God 
is working out today through Christ as head of the Body.  And 
this is all about the work of God’s abundant grace through 
Jesus Christ in and  through us, the members of his Body, the 
Body of Christ.  He uses such language here, language of 
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power and great glory:  “the fulness of him that filleth all in 
all.”  Amen.  What could possibly be greater? 

○ Now, to introduce our next point we should review the first part of 
Ephesians chapter 3: 

Eph. 3:1-9 
1 For this cause I Paul, the prisoner of Jesus Christ for you 
Gentiles, 
2 If ye have heard of the dispensation of the grace of God which is 
given me to you-ward: 
3 How that by revelation he made known unto me the mystery; (as I 
wrote afore in few words, 
4 Whereby, when ye read, ye may understand my knowledge in the 
mystery of Christ) 
5 Which in other ages was not made known unto the sons of men, 
as it is now revealed unto his holy apostles and prophets by the 
Spirit; 
6 That the Gentiles should be fellowheirs, and of the same body, 
and partakers of his promise in Christ by the gospel [joint / joint / 
joint in Gk.]: 
7 Whereof I was made a minister, according to the gift of the grace 
of God given unto me by the effectual working of his power. 
8 Unto me, who am less than the least of all saints, is this grace 
given, that I should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable 
riches of Christ; 
9 And to make all [men] see what [is] the fellowship of the mystery, 
which from the beginning of the world hath been hid in God, who 
created all things by Jesus Christ: 

■ So the word “mystery” is at the center of Paul’s revelation and 
so it should be, since the revelation of the mystery “made 
complete” the word of God!  It filled in or completed that 
which was lacking.  One thing is crystal clear as he restates 
this truth a number of times.  In fact this revelation is the 
capstone of the Pauline revelation as he says so himself in 
those verses we have already examined. 

■ This teaching is so critical that Paul even uses a “special” 
word to communicate it as we have seen.  That word is the 
word “full” or “complete”.  Today I would like us to examine 
the word Paul uses to state this in Col. 1:25, the word 
translated “fulfill”, “. . . to fulfill the word of God”. 

■ It is very interesting to take note as we look further into this 
revelation that the same word used here to describe God’s 
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work in completing this written revelation to man is also used 
often in that revelation itself.  When so used it is used to 
describe how God is working today under grace.  It is so 
appropriate that God is working in many dimensions of our 
lives and that the word translated “fullness” or 
“complete” (both noun and verb forms) is used of this great 
work of his grace.   

● The word is found 40 times in Paul’s letters and 34 of 
those occurrences it is used specifically to identify the 
distinctiveness of this teaching.  In Ephesians and 
Colossians alone it is used 15 times in those short 
letters. Other words are also used to amplify this 
teaching, such as “all” and “abundant” but we shall 
primarily focus on this one word, “fullness” or 
“complete”.  Both nouns and verbal forms are used. 

■ This will be our subject today.  May God add his blessing to 
our study. 

● The Body of Christ is the Center of God’s Work Under Grace Today: Its 
Glory 

II. The Body of Christ is the Center of God’s Work Under Grace Today: Its 
Challenge - THE PRESENT WORKING FOR US TODAY 

There is a realm of knowledge of the fullness of God in Christ Jesus 
available today that is above anything else. In chapter three the truths are 
expanded upon so marvelously.  Again, this is in the form of a prayer of the 
apostle regarding the church which is his Body, that is, for the saints of 
this current dispensation, we who are here gathered today being but a very 
small but very important part. 

[READ   ] Eph. 3:9-13 
9 And to make all [men] see what [is] the fellowship of the mystery, which 
from the beginning of the world hath been hid in God, who created all 
things by Jesus Christ: 
10 To the intent that now unto the principalities and powers in heavenly 
[places] might be [made] known by the church the manifold wisdom of 
God, 
11 According to the eternal purpose which he purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord: 
12 In whom we have boldness and access with confidence by the faith of him. 
13 Wherefore I desire that ye faint not at my tribulations for you, which is your 
glory. 
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○ “hid in God”: Note: This does NOT say “hidden in the scriptures 
(meaning the Old Testament) as so many would hope.  It says hidden 
in or by God!  Compare this with Col. 1:26 and 1 Cor. 2:7:  “But we 
speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, [even] the hidden [wisdom], which 
God ordained before the world unto our glory” 

○ “. . . might be made known by the church”: Surely it is the church 
which is the active agent here.  The principalities and powers are the 
recipients.  Think of the amazing significance of this. 

○ “the manifold wisdom of God”: What do the angels not know?  Very 
much.  If they did, would not Satan also know?  But we are revealing 
pure and unlimited grace to them, are we not?  And the implication 
here is that they can not know these things otherwise.  

○ NOW THE CHALLENGE THEREFORE: 

[READ    ] Eph. 3:14-21 
14 For this cause I bow my knees unto the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
15 Of whom the whole family in heaven and earth is named, 
16 That he would grant you, according to the riches of his glory, to be 
strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner man; 
17 That Christ may dwell [down upon] in [to] your hearts by faith; that ye, 
being rooted and grounded in love, 
18 May be able to comprehend with all saints what [is] the breadth, and 
length, and depth, and height; 
19 And to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might 
be filled with all the fulness of God. 
20 Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we 
ask or think, according to the power that [already] worketh in us, 
21 Unto him [be] glory in [or “by”] the church by [or “in”] Christ Jesus 
throughout all ages, world without end. Amen. 

○ So this working is working in us and through us.  It is a fact today 
and even now in this very hour!!  What are the implications of this as 
we as the weak and cast down experience all the trials of this life.  
And why?  

○  The deposit and constant flow of Christ as head to the Body is the 
central focus of this part of the letter to the Ephesians. 

■ “the riches of the glory” again (remember Col. 1?) 
■ The strengthening in the inner man 
■ That Christ may dwell down - settle down and feel at home! 
■ That we may comprehend (a wonderful word) meaning “to 

seize by grasping on to and holding firmly” 
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■ All the dimensions of his love (have we grasped this yet in its 
full significance?) 

■ That we might be filled to overflowing  
■ Above all, that we would recognize that this mighty working is 

even now working “exceeding abundantly above all that we 
ask or think”!!  There is even more when we think we have 
understood it all!! 

○  But this can never be appropriated EXCEPT by faith!  Verse 17 
makes that so clear.  SO THIS IS THE CHALLENGE.  TO KNOW, TO 
UNDERSTAND, TO COMPREHEND ALL THAT GOD IS DOING 
THROUGH US AND TO APPROPRIATE IT BY FAITH!  TO GRASP 
ONTO IT NEVER TO LET IT ESCAPE, WHATEVER HAPPENS IN THIS 
LIFE. . . AND TILL OUR DYING MOMENT EVEN!  AMEN. 

● The Body of Christ is the Center of God’s Work Under Grace Today: Its 
Glory 

● The Body of Christ is the Center of God’s Work Under Grace Today: Its 
Challenge 

III. The Body of Christ is the Center of God’s Work Under Grace Today: Its 
Promise — THE PROMISE FOR THE FUTURE 

[READ    ] Phil. 4:18-19   
18 But I have all, and abound: I am full, having received of Epaphroditus the 
things [which were sent] from you, an odour of a sweet smell, a sacrifice 
acceptable, wellpleasing to God. 
19 But my God shall supply [fill full] all your need according to his riches in 
glory by Christ Jesus. 

○ Here we have the practical outworking - and even this is 
characterized by the use of this word “complete”!!  This is the 
working out of that power that Eph. 1 and 3 make so clear.  Amen 
and amen. 

○ What is the promise here?  

○ Again, here in Philippians now, the apostle uses words that should 
expand our minds to the limit, that should give us great 
understanding of how magnificent the work of God under grace is.  
He uses here in these two verses    

■  “I am full”: 
● Again as always in Paul, filled to overflowing  

■ “. . . my God shall supply all your need . . .”: 
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● “my God”, so very, very personal, and nearly unique to 
Paul in the New Testament (except our Lord and 
Thomas) 

● All your needs, not your wants, of course.  Do you know 
what a “need” is? 

● Note that this is a promise as it is in the future tense.  

■ “. . . according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus.”: 
● So this is the “blueprint” of the work of God under 

grace today.  Amen. 

○ Is this our current “experience”??  If not, why not?  Is the issue our 
knowledge, our understanding?  Did not the apostle make it so clear 
that as he prayed our minds needed to be opened to this teaching or 
we would not be able to receive it?   

○ May it be so, by the transforming power of God’s holy word.  Amen. 

● The Body of Christ is the Center of God’s Work Under Grace Today:  
○ Its Glory  
○ Its Challenge 
○ Its Promise 

[Your comments?] 
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