
“The Dispensation of the Mystery — Part 1: 
The Fullness of the Word of God Given to Paul for Our Edification” 

Review: 

1 Tim. 1:15-16  
15 This [is] a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into 
the world to save sinners; of whom I am chief. 
16 Howbeit for this cause I obtained mercy, that in me first Jesus Christ might shew 
forth all longsuffering, for a pattern to them which should hereafter believe on him to life 
everlasting.  

Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom Paul is the first in a 
long series of those who were saved by grace through faith alone and not by 
works of law. There is a two-fold and most glorious truth here in 1 Timothy: 

Note well that Paul, as he has written to Timothy in 1 Tim. 1:15-16, has been set 
forth as our “super-type” or pattern for living out the newness of life that we have 
all been gifted with.  We are to look to him therefore as our pattern or example to 
see how God is working today under grace abounding.  Many times he writes 
about this in his letters and as far as I am concerned, there is hardly a more 
important subject in his letters than this.  It is a major theme and in ignoring it, 
the many commentators miss the meaning Paul (and the Lord God) intended for 
us here, a meaning and a truth that is critically important for us today. 

We saw that there are two components of this, firstly, the grace of God in SAVING  
us and secondly, the grace of God in SANCTIFYING us.  Paul has been set forth 
as our super-example in both areas. 

Paul is our super type or example regarding OUR SALVATION.  Secondly, the 
grace of God in SUPPLYING all Paul’s NEEDS is to be our example in life: 

These are the TWO-DIMENSIONS in the work of God under the abundance of 
grace today in the Dispensation of the Grace of God that we looked into last time.  
They are the SALVATION AND THE SANCTIFYING SUPPLY.  One delivers us from 
darkness into light and the other enables us to reign like kings in this newness of 
life.    

The supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ provides the enabling needed as we enter 
into the suffering Paul often writes about and that he demonstrates through his 
letters.  Paul learned of this from the first minutes of his salvation experience 
while on the road to Damascus when  he encountered the risen and ascended 
Lord Jesus Christ. Through Ananias our Lord revealed this by these words:   



Acts 9:16 For I will shew him how great things he must suffer for my name's sake. 
  
But there is A THIRD DIMENSION revealed here as well. 

….. 

 That third dimension is the Lord’s provision of A SPECIAL BODY OF 
REVELATION given to Paul for our sakes.  We will look at that further today. 

There are three aspects to this study and we shall look only at the first today.  
They all elaborate on the short descriptions of this dispensation as given by Paul 
in various places: the dispensation of God, the dispensation of the grace of God, 
the dispensation of the mystery, or the dispensation, the one which is by faith.   

There are three aspects of this, and this will be our outline for today and the 
following two fellowships here, each of the three may be described using the 
English word “fullness” [Greek word πληρόω found revealed in Colossians 
chapter one]: 

○ The Fullness of the Word of God Given to Paul for Our Edification . . . 
○ The Fullness of Christ’s Suffering Given to Paul for Our Example . . . 
○ The Fullness of Christ’s Supply Given to Us for Our Empowering . . . 

Today our focus will be on the the first of these, the Fullness of the Word of God 
that was Given to Paul for Our Edification: 

Acts 26:16-18 [this hints at the profound truth set before us today, that 
Christ taught Paul for three years] 
16 But rise, and stand upon thy feet: for I have appeared unto thee for this 
purpose, to make thee a minister and a witness both of these things which 
thou hast seen, and of those things in the which I will appear unto thee; 
17 Delivering thee from the people, and [from] the Gentiles, unto whom 
now I send thee, 
18 To open their eyes, [and] to turn [them] from darkness to light, and 
[from] the power of Satan unto God, that they may receive forgiveness of 
sins, and inheritance among them which are sanctified by faith that is in 
me. 

Through this private teaching, the risen and ascended Christ Jesus 
enabled Paul to “complete” or “fill-full” or “fulfill” the revelation of God to 
man and that means “the mystery among the Gentiles which is Christ in 
you the hope of glory!”.  Maturity in the faith today under grace requires 
that revelation of how God is working today and how we may be a living 
part of it.  Our key scripture today emphasizes both aspects of this 
UNIQUE MESSAGE AND MINISTRY of the Apostle of the Gentiles: 
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This will all be demonstrated as we see what Paul has written about this 
very subject especially in Colossians chapter 1 today.  There, in only five 
verses the apostle states boldly this truth that transforms, when taken fully 
to heart.  

In the very center of this teaching is the first element, the Fullness of the 
Word of God Given to Paul for Our Edification.  The others are based on 
the first and cannot exist without it. 

Again, those three transforming truths are that in the Pauline revelations 
are found clearly revealed: 

○ The Fullness of the Word of God was Given to Paul for Our 
Edification 

○ The Fullness of Christ’s Suffering was Given to Paul for Our Example 
○ The Fullness of Christ’s Supply was Given to Us for Our 

Empowering 

May God richly bless us as we new examine the fullness of the Word of 
God as given to Paul for Our edification.  That is our theme for today. 

I. The Word of God Is Completed (or Filled Full) by The Revelation of Paul: 

[READ   ] Col. 1:25-26 Whereof I am made a minister, according to the 
dispensation of God which is given to me for you, to fulfil the word of God,   
Even the mystery . . . 

○ This statement is crystal clear if only we would receive it as 
intended.  Here the word “fulfill” is NOT to be understood in the 
sense of the fulfilling of prophecy.  For the next words identify what 
is being written of here as “the mystery” that was not revealed 
before but was hidden always [“from ages and generations”].  
Additionally, he is writing about “the mystery” or the sacred secret. 

○ So this that “fulfills” of “fills full or completes” the word of God is 
the revelation itself that was given to Paul by the ascended Christ 
Jesus!!  And it, the written word given to Paul as identified here is in 
fact the previously kept secret truth concerning the dispensation 
given to Paul, the dispensation of the grace of God [see Eph. 3:1-5]  

○ So a good question to be asked at this point is simply this:  Is the 
Pauline body of writings (his letters) the final revelation of God to 
man?  Was anything written after his death?  What about John’s 
Revelation? 
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○ Now, if the written word given by the ascended Christ to Paul was 
the word given now to us for our edification in all of its many 
dimensions (remember 2 Tim. 3:16-17?), then what about his spoken 
word?  We shall see that this is something that Paul also writes 
about: 

[READ   ] 2 Cor. 13:3-4 
3 Since ye seek a proof of Christ speaking in me, which to you-ward is 
not weak, but is mighty in you. 
4 For though he was crucified through weakness, yet he liveth by the 
power of God. For we also are weak in him, but we shall live with him by 
the power of God toward you. 

■ Statements like this one confirm that the risen and ascended 
Christ Jesus actually did speak to and then through Paul.  
How can it be questioned with powerful reminders like this 
one in 2 Corinthians? 

■ There are other statements if Paul concerning this, several of 
which are these.  The first one is also found near the 
beginning of the second letter to the Corinthians: 

2 Cor. 2:17  For we are not as many, which corrupt the word of 
God: but as of sincerity, but as of God, in the sight of God speak 
we in [or, of] Christ. [Compare also these scriptures with 1 Cor. 
7:40] 

Col. 3:16  Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all 
wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to 
the Lord. 

1 Thess. 4:1  For this we say unto you by the word of the 
Lord, that we which are alive [and] remain unto the coming of the 
Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep. 

2 Thess. 3:1  Finally, brethren, pray for us, that the word of 
the Lord may have [free] course, and be glorified, even as [it 
is] with you: 

■ Some conclusions really MUST be drawn from this: 

● Firstly, that for the church, the Body of Christ, Paul’s 
revelation is essential and it stands alone apart from the 
writings of the other apostles which are of a different 
sort altogether [they are for the nation of Israel and the 
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Jews].  Indeed, it is the word of the Lord and the word of 
Christ. 

● Then, secondly, that Paul’s letters (and what is recorded 
concerning Paul in the Book of the Acts) provide the 
spiritual food for the saints today who are living under 
grace, not the other New Testament writings.  The 
ignorance and worldliness that is so common in the 
churches today is a consequence of that.  Believers 
today are not being fed with the nourishment that is so 
critical for growth.  So they are unhealthy and frail 
spiritually.  Without meat, or solid food, Paul writes in 
several places, spiritual maturity may not be gained.  
Milk is not enough. [Peter says something quite 
different, by the way.] 

II. The Mystery or Sacred Secret of God’s Will for the Gentiles is Found Here: 

Col. 1:26 . . . [Even] the mystery which hath been hid from ages and from 
generations, but now is made manifest to his saints: 

○ What is a “mystery”?  Are we told here in fact what a mystery is in its 
essence?  We are actually, since he points out right here that a 
mystery is that which had been kept secret but now is fully revealed.  
So Paul is in his letters revealing truth that was never known before 
because it was hidden by God until now, Paul writes. 

○ This means that the Old Testament and the other New Testament 
writings are not written in some sense for us today.  In what sense, 
one might rightly ask?  Well, a better way to put it is this:  Only 
Paul’s letters are written for our faith AND OBEDIENCE will the rest 
of the Bible is FOR OUR FAITH ONLY.  He writes of this elsewhere: 

Rom. 15:4  For whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for 
our learning, that we through patience and comfort of the scriptures might 
have hope. 

○ This should help bring understanding to believers since the works-
works-oriented gospels, of example, are written for our 
encouragement but not for our obedience.  We are not therefore 
today required to keep the law of Moses as the Jews were before this 
dispensation began. 

○ Understanding the distinction between Law and Grace is most 
important, therefore, and the apostle defends and honors that critical 
distinction  in many places in his letters.  We are not under the law 
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but under grace is one of Paul’s most cherished subjects.  He writes 
in that subject in most of his letters. 

III. The Dispensation Given to Paul for Us Gentiles is Revealed in This Word: 

[READ   ] Col. 1:25 Whereof I am made a minister, according to the 
dispensation of God which is given to me for you 

○ Paul is the administrator of the new dispensation (like Moses was of 
the Legal or Peter of the Pentecostal dispensations) 

○ What is a dispensation?  It is simply “what God is doing and how he 
is doing it”, in other words, the principles behind God’s working and 
how his people have been included in that working. 

○ The big question then is this: What are some of the implications that 
this “new” dispensation was given to Paul for his management?  
This is a very practical question indeed and this brings us to our 
final point for today: 

IV. The Blessing of It All — Paul’s Letters are Our Spiritual Food: 

[READ   ] Col. 1:27-29 
27 To whom God would make known what [is] the riches of the glory of this 
mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory: 
28 Whom we preach, warning every man, and teaching every man in all wisdom; 
that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus: 
29 Whereunto I also labour, striving according to his working, which worketh in 
me mightily. 

○  “. . . to make known the riches of the glory of this mystery among 
the Gentiles . . .”: the capstone truth (and its reality) is revealed 
here . . . 

○ “. . . Christ in you the hope of glory”: This is the one Paul preached, 
Christ in you!  Amen and amen.  This is not, by the way, the Christ 
according to the flesh, see 2 Cor. 5:16 for that.  Paul says there he 
knew him no more.  And this explains why Paul does NOT quote 
from Christ’s earthly words. 

○ “. . . to present every man perfect or mature [spiritually] in Christ 
Jesus”:  

○ And then the divine enabling is repeated here for all to see, “Christ 
in you the hope of glory, Whom we preach, warning every man, and 
teaching every man in all wisdom; that we may present every man 

	 �6



perfect in Christ Jesus”:  Oh, what a privilege to possess this very 
Christ in our spirits.  Amen and amen. 

○ And then, to conclude, we find verse 29: “Whereunto I also labour, 
striving according to his working, which worketh in me mightily.” 

○ To possess the spiritual food needed for spiritual health is one of the 
greatest blessings we have today.  After our salvation there is none 
greater than that.  The food has been provided.  Take and eat!  Enjoy! 
Enjoy the full riches of his grace.  Amen.  

Conclusions / Exhortation: 

○ The Word of God Is Completed (or Filled Full) by The Revelation of 
Paul 

○ The Mystery or Sacred Secret of God’s Will for the Gentiles is Found 
Here in Paul’s letters 

○ The Dispensation Given to Paul for Us Gentiles is Revealed in This 
Word 

○ The Blessing of It All — Paul’s Letters are Our Spiritual Food!  
Without them spiritual health is impossible. With them, we have no 
excuse.  Partake fully and be blessed with joy unspeakable and full 
of glory!  Amen. 
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