
 

The Long War Against God: 
“Such a Great Silence in Due Time Unsilenced -- A Critical Period on the 

Long War Against God” 
 
 
Review: 

 
● RECENTLY, WE CONSIDERED ADDITIONAL DEPTH OF MEANING IN THE 

WORDS “THE CROSS OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST”.  BY “ADDITIONAL 
DEPTH”, WHAT I MEANT IS THIS:  GOING BEYOND THE CROSS, THE 
MOST CRUEL ROMAN INSTRUMENT OF CRIMINAL PUNISHMENT, TO 
WHAT WAS SPIRITUALLY ACCOMPLISHED IN CHRIST’S DEATH, BURIAL 
AND RESURRECTION, WAS A KEY PART OF THE REVELATION THE 
APOSTLE PAUL HAS BROUGHT TO US BELIEVERS, TO US WHO ARE 
MEMBERS OF CHRIST’S HEAVENLY BODY, THE CHURCH. 
 

● IN OUR LAST TWO MEETINGS, WE LOOKED AT THE CIRCUMSTANCES 
IN OUR LIVES WHATEVER THEY MAY BE, FROM GOD’S OWN POINT OF 
VIEW, AS ALWAYS OPPORTUNITIES FOR CHRIST’S STRENGTH TO BE 
MADE PERFECT THROUGH OUR WEAKNESSES.  IN OUR LAST MEETING 
WE SAW THAT OUR TRANSFORMATION AS WE SHARE IN CHRIST’S 
RESURRECTION QUALITY OF LIFE ALLOWS US TO LIVE OUT THROUGH 
LIFE’S MANY TRIALS WHAT PAUL CALLED “NEWNESS OF LIFE”.  
FINALLY, IN OUR LAST MEETING WE SAW HOW: 
 

○ Through the Circumstances of Life, We Are Being Transformed by 
His Faithfulness, AND, 

○ Through the Circumstances of Life, We Are Being Transformed by 
Our Personal Faith, AND, FINALLY, 

○ Through the Circumstances of Life, We Shall Be Encouraged By 
Paul’s Example!!  

 
● THIS TEACHING IS, AT ITS HEART, A TEACHING ABOUT 

IDENTIFICATION AND ITS CONSEQUENCES, THE COMPLETE 
IDENTIFICATION OF THE BELIEVER WITH CHRIST IN HIS DEATH, HIS 
BURIAL AND IN HIS RESURRECTION.  IT IS A SADLY TO SAY MUCH 
MISUNDERSTOOD AND LARGELY UNKNOWN TEACHING.  PAUL 
SUMMARIZES THAT TEACHING SO WELL IN ROMANS 6: 
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Rom. 6:4  Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that 
like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even 
so we also should walk in newness of life. 
 

○ Through the Circumstances of Life, We Are Being Transformed by 
Faith: 

 
● BUT WE NEED AN EXAMPLE TO FOLLOW AND PAUL IS PRESENTED TO 

US AS THAT EXAMPLE IN 2 COR. 5: 
 

2 Cor. 5:5-8 
5 Now he that hath wrought us for the selfsame thing [is] God, who 
also hath given unto us the earnest of the Spirit. 
6 Therefore [we are] always confident, knowing that, whilst we are 
at home in the body, we are absent from the Lord: 
7 (For we walk by faith, not by sight:) 
8 We are confident, [I say], and willing rather to be absent from the 
body, and to be present with the Lord. 
 

○ So, as we saw last time, it is through the circumstances of life that 
we are being transformed by his faithfulness.  We looked at 
Romans chapter 8 for that rather incomparable proclamation of 
God’s perfect faithfulness towards us his people in every 
ciurcumstance of life: 
 
There is in the final verses in this chapter a concluding statement 
(a “hymn”?) regarding this and it should be such an encouragment. 
I wonder how many believers have been encouraged by these 
words down through many centuries of persecution to the point of 
death and beyond.  So, so many, I am sure: 
 
Rom. 8:35-39 
35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? [shall] tribulation, 
or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or 
sword? 
36 As it is written, For thy sake we are killed all the day long; we are 
accounted as sheep for the slaughter. 
37 Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through 
him that loved us. 
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38 For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor 
principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, 
39 Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to 
separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 
[Note the “In” all of these things.  Even there, he writes, “we are 
more than conquerors through him that loved us.”] 

 
2 Cor. 4:16-18 
16 For which cause we faint not; but though our outward man 
perish, yet the inward [man] is renewed day by day. 
17 For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us 
a far more exceeding [and] eternal weight of glory; 
18 While we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things 
which are not seen: for the things which are seen [are] temporal; 
but the things which are not seen [are] eternal 

 
Ah, here we see Paul’s example so boldly revealed, and as it were, 
just staring us so powerfully in the face.  His letters are replete with 
the person of the apostle as he ministers in this dark and fallen 
world to sinners saved by grace.  His words are so telling.  IF 
PAUL, A MAN JUST LIKE US, CAN SUFFER AND YET ALWAYS 
REJOICE, THEN WE SO DESPARATELY NEED TO KNOW WHAT HE 
KNEW.  WHAT COULD BE CLEARER? 

 
● May we take his words to heart and live this life as we now know it to be, 

the very life of the Lord Jesus Christ as he wrote in 2 Cor. 4: 
 
2 Cor. 4:11  For we which live are alway delivered unto death for Jesus' 
sake, that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our mortal 
flesh. 
 

TRANSITION: 
 
But, as we saw some weeks ago now, for this to be revealed in God’s appointed 
timing, much needed to occur on this darkened and sin cursed earth, for God 
had not yet opened the books, as it were, to unseal the prophecies that had 
been written so many years before.  Some were indeed waiting for the Messiah 
to be revealed and we know who some of them were . . .  But most did not know 
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and could not know for the blindness had for them not been lifted yet. 
 
THESE VERSES OPEN TO OUR UNDERSTANDING WHAT I WILL CALL TODAY 
“Such a Great Silence”, FOR WHEN PAUL WROTE THIS THERE WAS STILL IN 
PLACE WHAT REMAINED OF A GREAT SILENCE INDEED, AT LEAST IN 
REGARD TO SEVERAL DIMENSIONS OF THE BLINDNESS THAT WAS UPON 
THE HUMAN HEART.  THERE ARE SEVERAL DIMENSIONS OF THIS GREAT 
BLINDNESS THAT I WOULD LIKE TO ADDRESS TODAY.  FOR GOD HAD CAST 
HIS PEOPLE INTO BONDAGE BY THE GENTILES AND THEN EVEN THOUGH 
THEY HAD RETURNED TO THEIR LAND IN THE DAYS OF EZRA AND 
NEHEMIAH, FOR FOUR CENTURIES GOD HAD NOT PROVIDED ISRAEL WITH 
EVEN ONE PROPHET.  WHEN THE SCENE OPENS AGAIN ON PROPHECY 
AROUND THE YEAR 4 B.C., THE PEOPLE WERE LIVING THEN IN A GREAT 
SILENCE INDEED.  WE WILL ADDRESS THAT GREAT SILENCE TODAY. WE 
SHALL SEE HOW GOD WILL UNPEEL THE LAYERS OF BLINDNESS ONE BY 
ONE AS HE FULFILLS HIS REDEMPTIVE PLAN TOWARDS HIS BELOVED 
ISRAEL. 

 
● Such a Great Silence, Anticipated in the Old Testament: 
● Such a Great Silence, Explained in the Old Testament: 
● Such a Great Silence, Terminated In God’s Good Timing: 
● Such a Great Silence, in Due Time Unsilenced in the New Testament: 

 
I. Such a Great Silence, Anticipated in the Old Testament: 

 
Dan. 8:13-26 (see also Dan. 7) [Greece shall come to dominate Israel -- but 
subsequent nations and empires are implied] 
13 Then I heard one saint speaking, and another saint said unto that 
certain [saint] which spake, How long [shall be] the vision [concerning] 
the daily [sacrifice], and the transgression of desolation, to give both the 
sanctuary and the host to be trodden under foot? 
14 And he said unto me, Unto two thousand and three hundred days; then 
shall the sanctuary be cleansed. [There is a principle of Biblical 
interpretation here based on the near and on the far fulfillments of 
prophecy.] 
 
15 And it came to pass, when I, [even] I Daniel, had seen the vision, and 
sought for the meaning, then, behold, there stood before me as the 
appearance of a man. 
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16 And I heard a man's voice between [the banks of] Ulai, which called, 
and said, Gabriel, make this [man] to understand the vision. 
17 So he came near where I stood: and when he came, I was afraid, and 
fell upon my face: but he said unto me, Understand, O son of man: for at 
the time of the end [shall be] the vision. 
18 Now as he was speaking with me, I was in a deep sleep on my face 
toward the ground: but he touched me, and set me upright. 
19 And he said, Behold, I will make thee know what shall be in the last 
end of the indignation: for at the time appointed the end [shall be]. 
20 The ram which thou sawest having [two] horns [are] the kings of Media 
and Persia. 
21 And the rough goat [is] the king of Grecia: and the great horn that [is] 
between his eyes [is] the first king. 
22 Now that being broken, whereas four stood up for it, four kingdoms 
shall stand up out of the nation, but not in his power. 
23 And in the latter time of their kingdom, when the transgressors are 
come to the full, a king of fierce countenance, and understanding dark 
sentences, shall stand up. 
24 And his power shall be mighty, but not by his own power: and he shall 
destroy wonderfully, and shall prosper, and practise, and shall destroy 
the mighty and the holy people. 
25 And through his policy also he shall cause craft to prosper in his hand; 
and he shall magnify [himself] in his heart, and by peace shall destroy 
many: he shall also stand up against the Prince of princes; but he shall be 
broken without hand. 
26 And the vision of the evening and the morning which was told [is] true: 
wherefore shut thou up the vision; for it [shall be] for many days. 
 

● Verse 26 refers to the sealing or closing or “shutting” of the 
revelation given to Daniel.  So the book would be sealed and not 
therefore understood until the Lord in his timing “opens the book” 
again. 

● So though there were prophets during “the Times of the Gentiles” 
and Daniel was one of several that would bring to an end the time 
of Israel’s prophets.  For God would bring to an end the time of the 
prophets and for most of the Times of the Gentiles the world would 
see not prophets for they were for Israel and not the Gentiles. 

 
● The timeline is important here:  
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Malachi’s prophecy 430 B.C. The last prophet God 
will give until John is 
revealed to Israel over 
400 years later 

Medes & Persians 322 B.C. Israel is taken into 
exile 

Egypt (Greece) 312 B.C. Israel is again 
dominated by the 
Gentiles even after 
their return from the 
Babylonian / Persian 
captivity 

Syria 204 B.C. More domination by 
Gentile nations 

Antiochus Epiphanes 171 B.C. God allows a partial 
fulfillment of end time 
prophecy and the 
Maccabeans revolt 
giving a temporary 
deliverance to the 
nation 

Rome 63 B.C. Rome dominates the 
world and also God’s 
chosen people. 

John’s birth 4 B.C. At God’s appointed 
time, finally, a prophet 
is given 

 
● Malachi’s prophecy is the final prophecy God will give until his 

prophecy is fulfilled.  So for four centuries Such a Great Silence 
would be upon the world. 

 
Ps. 44:1-26 
1 [To the chief Musician for the sons of Korah, Maschil]. We have heard 
with our ears, O God, our fathers have told us, [what] work thou didst in 
their days, in the times of old. 
2 [How] thou didst drive out the heathen with thy hand, and plantedst 
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them; [how] thou didst afflict the people, and cast them out. 
3 For they got not the land in possession by their own sword, neither did 
their own arm save them: but thy right hand, and thine arm, and the light 
of thy countenance, because thou hadst a favour unto them. 
4 Thou art my King, O God: command deliverances for Jacob. 
. . . 
21 Shall not God search this out? for he knoweth the secrets of the heart. 
22 Yea, for thy sake are we killed all the day long; we are counted as 
sheep for the slaughter. 
23 Awake, why sleepest thou, O Lord? arise, cast [us] not off for ever. 
24 Wherefore hidest thou thy face, [and] forgettest our affliction and our 
oppression? 
25 For our soul is bowed down to the dust: our belly cleaveth unto the 
earth. 
26 Arise for our help, and redeem us for thy mercies' sake. 
 
So Israel had been in the center of God’s working but now they would be 
instead overrun by the Gentiles and God would not save them. But it had 
been preached by the prophets that after all of this, Messiah would come. 
But would he be the military leader they so much desired, one who would 
lead his people Israel in victory against the Medes / Persians, the Greeks, 
the Egyptians, the Romans, . . .?  Or would he be the one who was 
humbled even unto death, and then gloriously raised from the dead as 
Israel’s Redeemer?  Or would he be both?  These were the great 
questions of the day throughout the period of Such a Great Silence, when 
God withdrew prophecy and had closed the books. 
 
BUT IT IS REVEALED IN A FEW PLACES IN THE OLD TESTAMENT (LIKE 
IN ZECH. 9) THAT THERE WOULD BE TWO COMINGS, ONE IN 
HUMBLENESS LEADING TO DEATH AND THE OTHER QUITE DIFFERENT 
INDEED, A COMING TO EARTH IN POWER AND GLORY AND FOR THE 
ESTABLISHING OF ISRAEL’S LONG PROPHESIED MILLENNIAL 
KINGDOM:  
 
[READ   ] Zech. 9:9-10 
9 Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; shout, O daughter of Jerusalem: 
behold, thy King cometh unto thee: he [is] just, and having salvation; 
lowly, and riding upon an ass, and upon a colt the foal of an ass. 
10 And I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim, and the horse from 
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Jerusalem, and the battle bow shall be cut off: and he shall speak peace 
unto the heathen: and his dominion [shall be] from sea [even] to sea, and 
from the river [even] to the ends of the earth. 
 
HERE, BETWEEN VERSES 9 & 10 ARE HIDDEN NEARLY TWO 
THOUSAND YEARS OF HISTORY, SOME OF IT STILL TO COME TODAY. 
BOTH COMINGS ARE SOMETIMES MENTIONED IN SUCCESSIVE 
VERSES, LIKE HERE IN ZECHARIAH, BUT SO OFTEN THE FOCUS OF 
THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL WOULD BE ON THE DELIVERANCE OF THEIR 
NATION FROM GENTILE BONDAGE, RATHER THAN ON THEIR 
GLORIOUS SALVATION FROM SIN AND DEATH, THE PHYSICAL OVER 
THE SPIRITUAL, IN OTHER WORDS: 

 
Another example may be found in Is. 61, quoted by our Lord in his first 
public witness and found in Lk. 4: 
 
[READ   ] Lk. 4:17-21 
17 And there was delivered unto him the book of the prophet Esaias. And 
when he had opened the book, he found the place where it was written, 
18 The Spirit of the Lord [is] upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach 
the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach 
deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty 
them that are bruised, 
19 To preach the acceptable year of the Lord. 
20 And he closed the book, and he gave [it] again to the minister, and sat 
down. And the eyes of all them that were in the synagogue were fastened on 
him. 
21 And he began to say unto them, This day is this scripture fulfilled in your 
ears. 
 
Compare this with the Old Testament scripture: 
 
Is. 61:2  To proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD, // and the day of 
vengeance of our God; to comfort all that mourn; 

 
IN THIS VERSE THERE ARE NEARLY 20 CENTURIES COMPRESSED INTO 
THE SPACE BETWEEN TWO WORDS!! 

 
OF THESE TWO COMINGS WHICH OF COURSE ARE SO CLEAR TO US 
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TODAY, THE JEWS OF THAT DAY WERE BLINDED.  BUT AS WE HAVE 
SEEN, SUCH BLINDNESS WAS NECESSARY ACCORDING TO 1 COR. 2, 
FOR OTHERWISE THEY (THE JEWS, THE ROMANS, AND THE HEAVENLY 
RULERS, SATAN’S EMISSARIES) WOULD NOT HAVE CRUCIFIED THE 
LORD OF GLORY AND THE REDEMPTIVE PLAN OF GOD FOR SINNERS 
COULD NEVER HAVE BEEN ACCOMPLISHED.  ONE WAY THIS WAS 
DONE WAS TO LINK IN PROPHECY THE TWO COMINGS OF CHRIST INTO 
ONE.  IN THIS WAY GOD COULD CONTINUE TO MASK MANY DETAILS 
OF WHAT HE WAS DOING BUT STILL REVEAL TRUTH THAT COULD NOT 
POSSIBLE BE UNDERSTOOD UNTIL THAT MASK WERE REMOVED 
MANY CENTURIES LATER.  AND ALL THIS WAS TO PRESERVE AND 
PROTECT THE PLAN OF REDEMPTION FOR BELIEVERS WHO HAD NOT 
EVEN BEEN BORN YET, EVEN US TODAY! 
 
THE BLINDNESS WAS THEREFORE UPON THE HEARTS OF THE JEWS 
AS A PART OF GOD’S ETERNAL REDEMPTIVE PURPOSE UNTIL THAT 
WAS REMOVED, ONE LAYER AT A TIME, IN THE TIMES GOD 
APPOINTED. 
  

● Such a Great Silence, Anticipated in the Old Testament: 
 

II. Such a Great Silence, Explained in the Old Testament: 
 
[READ   ] Is. 6:9-12 [So their hearts were blinded to much of what the Lord 
was actually doing - Isaiah pronounced blindness upon the people Israel, 
just like Paul had centuries later (Acts 28), and God withheld his prophets 
and sealed the prophecies that had already been given] 
 
9 And he said, Go, and tell this people, Hear ye indeed, but understand 
not; and see ye indeed, but perceive not. 
10 Make the heart of this people fat, and make their ears heavy, and shut 
their eyes; lest they see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and 
understand with their heart, and convert, and be healed. 
11 Then said I, Lord, how long? And he answered, Until the cities be 
wasted without inhabitant, and the houses without man, and the land be 
utterly desolate, 
12 And the LORD have removed men far away, and [there be] a great 
forsaking in the midst of the land. 
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You will remember Proverbs 29:18 Where [there is] no vision, the people 
perish: but he that keepeth the law, happy [is] he. 
 
The same thought is found there.  And so it happened just as it had been 
prophesied.  Their hearts were hardened and they could not see.  [See 
John 12:40-42] 
 

● Such a Great Silence, Anticipated in the Old Testament: 
● Such a Great Silence, Explained in the Old Testament: 

 
III. Such a Great Silence, To Be Terminated In God’s Good Timing: 

 
● In the last book in the Old Testament, it was finally given to Malachi 

to reveal some critical details regarding the end of that judicial 
blindness that was upon the hearts of the Jews according to the 
redemptive plan of Almighty God. 

 
[READ   ] Mal. 3:1-3 
1 Behold, I will send my messenger, and he shall prepare the way before 
me: and the Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to his temple, even 
the messenger of the covenant, whom ye delight in: behold, he shall 
come, saith the LORD of hosts. 
...[many centuries]... 
2 But who may abide the day of his coming? and who shall stand when he 
appeareth? for he [is] like a refiner's fire, and like fullers' soap: 
3 And he shall sit [as] a refiner and purifier of silver: and he shall purify 
the sons of Levi, and purge them as gold and silver, that they may offer 
unto the LORD an offering in righteousness. 
 
Mal. 4:4-6 
4 Remember ye the law of Moses my servant, which I commanded unto 
him in Horeb for all Israel, [with] the statutes and judgments. 
5 Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet ...[many centuries]...before the 
coming of the great and dreadful day of the LORD: 
6 And he shall turn the heart of the fathers to the children, and the heart 
of the children to their fathers, lest I come and smite the earth with a 
curse. 
 
Is. 40:3 The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way 
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of the LORD, make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 
 

● But the silence would be broken since God had promised it!  God 
would send for this “messenger”, his prophet.  He would the the 
forerunner and the one who would announce and identify Israel’s 
Messiah. 

 
● Such a Great Silence, Anticipated in the Old Testament: 
● Such a Great Silence, Explained in the Old Testament: 
● Such a Great Silence, Terminated In God’s Good Timing: 

 
IV. Such a Great Silence, In Due Time Unsilenced In the New Testament: 

 
Our Lord later, during his earthly ministry to the Jews of his day, revealed 
that the day of Israel’s “opportunity” to finally understand what was 
happening, and to begin to know at least what God had planned for them, 
that day had come.  John was the proof of that, he said.  Let us consider 
those words now from Matthew 11:  
 
[READ   ] Matt. 11:8-14 
8 But what went ye out for to see? A man clothed in soft raiment? behold, 
they that wear soft [clothing] are in kings' houses. 
9 But what went ye out for to see? A prophet? yea, I say unto you, and 
more than a prophet. 
10 For this is [he], of whom it is written, Behold, I send my messenger 
before thy face, which shall prepare thy way before thee. [the Malachi 3 
reference] 
11 Verily I say unto you, Among them that are born of women there hath 
not risen a greater than John the Baptist: notwithstanding he that is least 
in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. 
12 And from the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of 
heaven suffereth violence, and the violent take it by force. 
13 For all the prophets and the law prophesied until John. 
14 And if ye will receive [it], this is Elias, which was for to come. 
 
Matt. 17:10-12 
10 And his disciples asked him, saying, Why then say the scribes that 
Elias must first come? 
11 And Jesus answered and said unto them, Elias truly shall first come, 
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and restore all things. 
12 But I say unto you, That Elias is come already, and they knew him not, 
but have done unto him whatsoever they listed. Likewise shall also the 
Son of man suffer of them. 
 

● So God finally gave Israel another prophet after 400 years of silence.  But 
they were not ready for him and they did not want to receive the message 
he brought regarding their Messiah, long promised and now present as 
he revealed. 

 
● For they looked for a Deliverer as Moses had promised.  Yes, he was a 

Lion indeed, the Lion of Judah according to Jacob’s death bed prophecy 
(see Gen. 49 & Hos. 5) but he was also given by God to be a Sacrifical 
Lamb, to be offered up for the sins of the people, even the world, a most 
precious thought to those whose hearts and minds are opened by the 
Lord to that glorious truth that transforms entirely. 

 
● Such a Great Silence, Anticipated in the Old Testament: 
● Such a Great Silence, Explained in the Old Testament: 
● Such a Great Silence, To Be Terminated In God’s Good Timing: 
● Such a Great Silence, In Due Time Unsilenced In the New Testament: 

 
Conclusion & Application: 
 

● God knows the end from the beginning.  Prophecy had given many 
pointers to His great plan.  But hearts were darkened and the details had 
not been given.  Nations were in turmoil, Israel was taken captive, 
prophets foretold much, but the books were closed and sealed by God 
himself.  Even the Shekinah Glory had been sent away from the Temple 
(Ezek. 9-11). 
  

● The Great Silence had overwhelmed even the people of God and no 
prophet had been given for 400 years. 
 

● But in God’s perfect timing, everything had now begun to change.  God 
had given his prophet (John) who was preaching in the wilderness the 
coming Kingdom of God and the coming King, Israel’s promised and long 
awaited Messiah.  But would they receive him? 
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● The King was already in their midst but they did not know him until John 
revealed him.  But would they receive him as their King and Redeemer or 
would they continue in their own blindness and kill him as they had so 
many that had gone before?  Even John himself -- he would soon be 
martyred.  BUT SOME WOULD KNOW AND WOULD BELIEVE.  AND GOD 
HAD PREPARED THE WAY AND THE PROPHET JOHN WAS A CRITICAL 
PART OF THAT PLAN.  WE SHALL CONTINUE, LORD WILLING, HERE 
NEXT TIME AS WE MOVE TOWARDS FINISHING UP OUR STUDIES ON 
THE LONG WAR AGAINST GOD.  LORD BLESS YOU ALL. 

 
[ANY COMMENTS / QUESTIONS?] 
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