
“Paul’s Second Letter to Timothy —  
The Great Transition, The Glorious Sweep of God’s Abundant Grace — Part 6 

The Great Transition Begins:  Stephen is Martyred, Saul is Saved” 

Review: 

This Spirit imposed communal spirit lead in the following verses to 
the sharing of private property by all, another foreshadowing of the 
coming principles of life in the Millennial Kingdom. 

As we saw last time, this widespread change of heart through the 
Spirit’s working in Kingdom power then led to something probably 
quite unexpected, in the Ananias and Sapphira incident we find 
recorded at the beginning of chapter 5.  For their was a rebellious 
spirit developing within the assembly of believers and roots of 
bitterness such as this always have great consequence if not soon 
destroyed. 

● A Rebellious Spirit Continued With Kingdom-Like Judgments Following: 

○ You will recall from last time how a great work of the Spirit was 
occurring among the believers.  As chapter 4 ended, “they all shared 
all …”.  But there was a rebellion growing rapidly in their midst: 

So by mighty Signs and Wonders was the word preached and the 
undeniable works of the Spirit of God in hearts and minds was 
evident as “they were all with one accord in Solomon's porch”, verse 12, 
and many more were consequently coming to Kingdom faith in their 
Messiah according to verse 14. 

But the response of Israel’s religious leaders was just the opposite: 

Acts 5:28  Saying, Did not we straitly command you that ye should not 
teach in this name? and, behold, ye have filled Jerusalem with your 
doctrine, and intend to bring this man's blood upon us. 

● The Kingdom Foreshadowed in Power But Nevertheless Rejected: 

○ Yes, miracles and signs of the physical kind continued in addition to 
the unity seen everywhere.  Surely Israel was rising … But their 
rulers had been plotting to kill the apostles and now they single out 
a new disciple from Cyprus named Stephen!  



○ The Signs and Wonders indicated that the offer of the Kingdom to 
Israel was authentic as many were in fact brought to repentance and 
faith.  But what about the Nation with its leaders?  Were the Power 
and the Signs accompanying the preaching of the Kingdom enough 
to carry the day for the Lord of glory?  We saw that they were not 
last time as we looked at the preaching of Peter to Israel’s leaders in 
chapter 4 of the Acts.   
 
Now Stephen has been chosen to represent the Kingdom working of 
God before Israel’s leaders who are on the path of destruction it 
seems as they reject the testimony of God again and again.  Much 
mercy the Lord has shown so far.  Would it continue?

○ Stephen is now empowered by God to boldly share his testimony 
and his preaching.  But the die was cast.  Though a great multitude, 
even of the priests had been converted, many Jewish leaders in 
Jerusalem still opposed the Messianic faith as Peter had preached 
it.  The ruling council met to consider their claims against the 
apostles and though they could not effectively oppose them in 
argument, they nevertheless continued to oppose them in spirit and 
focused on matters of “customs” and issues of Mosaic law and its 
interpretation.  False witnesses were compelled to testify also of 
blasphemous statements made by the apostles. 

Acts 7:1 “… Then said the high priest, Are these things so?” 

What follows is one of the most astounding speeches in the Bible, 
for Stephen condemns his own nation for their rejection of the 
Messianic teaching and of Jesus, crucified at their own hand yet 
risen again and seated at God’s right hand awaiting the time to 
return to this sin cursed earth.  And his return in power and glory will 
bring terror against those who have perpetuated such sin bringing 
the judgment of Almighty God against his own beloved nation, Israel: 

○ No.  For Stephen was stoned to death!  Stephen’s preaching was so 
powerful that these rulers of Israel were cut to the heart and stoned 
him!

Acts 7:51-60 
51 Ye stiffnecked and uncircumcised in heart and ears, ye do always 
resist the Holy Ghost: as your fathers [did], so [do] ye. 
52 Which of the prophets have not your fathers persecuted? and they 
have slain them which shewed before of the coming of the Just One; 
of whom ye have been now the betrayers and murderers: 
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53 Who have received the law by the disposition of angels, and have 
not kept [it]. 
54 When they heard these things, they were cut to the heart, and they 
gnashed on him with [their] teeth. 
55 But he, being full of the Holy Ghost, looked up stedfastly into 
heaven, and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing on the right 
hand of God, 
56 And said, Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son of man 
standing on the right hand of God. 
57 Then they cried out with a loud voice, and stopped their ears, and 
ran upon him with one accord, 
58 And cast [him] out of the city, and stoned [him]: and the witnesses 
laid down their clothes at a young man's feet, whose name was Saul. 
59 And they stoned Stephen, calling upon [God], and saying, Lord 
Jesus, receive my spirit. 
60 And he kneeled down, and cried with a loud voice, Lord, lay not 
this sin to their charge. And when he had said this, he fell asleep. 

○ So we have seen how in the Pentecostal period of early Acts, the 
Kingdom was ultimately rejected by Israel’s leadership.  Israel 
nationally “decreases” whereas it had been increasing nationally 
after Christ’s Resurrection and the giving forth of the Spirit 50 days 
later on Pentecost.  With Stephen’s great speech again offering the 
kingdom to a rebellious nation indeed, the nation rejects that offer 
given through the Lord’s representative.  Stephen’s martyrdom is the 
fateful consequence of their rejection.   

○ And Saul, a leader of the Pharisees is the one bringing the formal 
condemnation.  Now everything is in its place for the next phase in 
“the glorious sweep of God’s abundance grace”, as God now begins 
to formally set aside Israel and to turn to the Gentiles.  The great 
Transition is now underway, from the Nation of Israel to the Church 
which is his Body.  Amen! 

God was merciful indeed with second chances multiplied due to their 
acting in ignorance and due to Christ’s own forgiveness. 

But the nation and its leaders could no longer claim “ignorance” after 
Peter and then Stephen had preached.  They were now guilty of rebellion 
against the Hold Spirit and against the Lord himself.  And time had run out 
indeed. 
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Stephen had now been martyred and the one who held the token’s of his 
condemnation, Saul, now under the control of the mighty power of God, 
takes center stage in a remarkable way.  He will remain in the center 
spotlight of the rest of the record given here in the Acts except for some 
few circumstances when Peter and the others will appear. 

  
Our Outline: The Great Transition Begins:  Stephen is Martyred, Saul is Saved! 

● Critical Questions:  Why Paul, Why Grace, Why a New Dispensation? 

○ Stephen’s Death Initiated the Great Transition Through Saul (Paul) 
○ The Lord Calls Saul to Salvation Through the Very Voice of Jesus
○ Paul’s Commission Revealed — “How Great Things He Must Suffer 

for My Name's Sake” 

Introduction and Some Critical Questions:  Why Paul, Why Grace, Why a New 
Dispensation? 

○ These are important questions and we shall seek two answer them 
from the Scriptures as relook at more of the book of Acts.  The first, 
Why Paul is most significant?  The Lord already had his Twelve 
apostles, has made promises to them, and their future is 
determined: 

[READ   ] Matt. 19:23-30 
23 Then said Jesus unto his disciples, Verily I say unto you, That a rich 
man shall hardly enter into the kingdom of heaven.

24 And again I say unto you, It is easier for a camel to go through the eye 
of a needle, than for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of God.

25 When his disciples heard it, they were exceedingly amazed, saying, 
Who then can be saved?

26 But Jesus beheld them, and said unto them, With men this is 
impossible; but with God all things are possible.

27 Then answered Peter and said unto him, Behold, we have 
forsaken all, and followed thee; what shall we have therefore? 
28 And Jesus said unto them, Verily I say unto you, That ye which 
have followed me, in the regeneration when the Son of man shall sit 
in the throne of his glory, ye also shall sit upon twelve thrones, 
judging the twelve tribes of Israel. 
29 And every one that hath forsaken houses, or brethren, or sisters, 
or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for my name's 
sake, shall receive an hundredfold, and shall inherit everlasting life. 
30 But many that are first shall be last; and the last shall be first. 
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○ But most of his letters Paul refers to his apostleship and it is central 
to his letters. 

○ Note carefully what was spoken here: 
  

■ Promises given as we have seen to the Twelve in relation to 
the twelve tribes of Israel.  These are clearly Kingdom 
promises. 

■ Everlasting life was promised for later, not presently. 

■ Blessings were promised not for honoring family but for 
forsaking them! 

■ But Paul!  An unforeseen and unprophesied dispensation of 
grace with an associated special apostle and a new people of 
the Lord focused on the Gentiles, not Israel! 

○ Why a New Dispensation?  Dispensations do not mix well.  Grace will  
not mix with Law or Law with Grace. 

○ Kingdom Law was preached at Pentecost and afterwards in 
preparation for Christ’s Second Coming.  That law and its associated 
preaching would by necessity need to be replaced for grace to reign 
- and God must therefore select a Transition Period to accomplish 
this properly (remember the 40 years of wandering as an example or 
Abraham waiting in Haran). 

I. Stephen’s Death Initiated the Great Transition Through Saul (Paul): 

○ What was the significance of Stephen’s death from God’s point of 
view, not from man’s limited perspective? 

[READ   ] Acts 7:57-60 
57 Then they cried out with a loud voice, and stopped their ears, and ran upon 
him with one accord,

58 And cast [him] out of the city, and stoned [him]: and the witnesses laid 
down their clothes at a young man's feet, whose name was Saul. 
59 And they stoned Stephen, calling upon [God], and saying, Lord Jesus, 
receive my spirit. 
60 And he kneeled down, and cried with a loud voice, Lord, lay not this sin 
to their charge. And when he had said this, he fell asleep. 
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○ Where is the spotlight here, and on whom is it focused?  It is on the 
rulers of Israel, of course.  Think of them all assembled from the high 
priest on down — and this young man Saul!  He it seems had 
brought the formal accusation.  That would have been so according 
to his nature and presumed calling as the protector of Israel and its 
time-  and sin-warped religious system, so astray from what God 
had revealed and ordained for his beloved people, the Jews. 

[READ   ] Acts 9:1-3
1 And Saul, yet breathing out threatenings  
hand slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, went unto the high priest,
2 And desired of him letters to Damascus to the synagogues, that if he 
found any of this way, whether they were men or women, he might bring 
them bound unto Jerusalem. 

○ “… and Saul” - From here on the spotlight will change dramatically 
to this man.  And what we see here is all about Saul’s heart at this 
point in his life. 

○ “… yet breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the 
disciples of the Lord”: Saul thought his condemnation of Stephen 
was a great success indeed and he now seeks to replicate that in 
Damascus, bringing the disciples he hoped to capture to Jerusalem 
in chains!  Such incredible arrogance!  He was literally playing with 
fire and didn’t know at all what was happening.  He would soon 
learn. 

3 And as he journeyed, he came near Damascus: and suddenly there shined 
round about him a light from heaven:

● But a visitation from heaven brought Saul’s life into a true focus as “the 
light of heaven now shone round about him.”  This was a great miracle 
indeed but was largely personal and known only to him as to its details.  
The others only heard an indistinct voice speaking.  

● But why Paul, one might rightfully ask?  Only the signs and wonders 
convinced Peter and the other apostles as we shall see.  But a greater 
miracle that those seen before was about to be unleashed.  Perhaps the 
greatest of all in the book of the Acts is occurring here in the humbling of 
this man with blindness and the realization that his life has been 
intersected by God himself and his son, Jesus!

II. The Lord Calls Saul to Salvation Through the Very Voice of Jesus: 
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[READ   ] Acts 9:4-8
4 And he fell to the earth, and heard a voice saying unto him, Saul, Saul, 
why persecutest thou me?
5 And he said, Who art thou, Lord? And the Lord said, I am Jesus whom 
thou persecutest: it is hard for thee to kick against the pricks.
6 And he trembling and astonished said, Lord, what wilt thou have me to 
do? And the Lord said unto him, Arise, and go into the city, and it shall be 
told thee what thou must do.
7 And the men which journeyed with him stood speechless, hearing a voice, but 
seeing no man.
8 And Saul arose from the earth; and when his eyes were opened, he saw 
no man: but they led him by the hand, and brought him into Damascus. 

III. Paul’s Commission Revealed — “How Great Things He Must Suffer for My 
Name's Sake”:

○ Saul’s humbling continues now at the hand of his loving savior 
Jesus. It will continue that he might be made an example for many in 
how through his weakness the Lord’s strength might be made 
manifest and that his grace might be seen to be always sufficient.  
For that is the mark of God’s abundant grace!   

Acts 9:9-14
9 And he was three days without sight, and neither did eat nor drink.
10 And there was a certain disciple at Damascus, named Ananias; and to him 
said the Lord in a vision, Ananias. And he said, Behold, I am here, Lord.
11 And the Lord said unto him, Arise, and go into the street which is called 
Straight, and enquire in the house of Judas for one called Saul, of Tarsus: for, 
behold, he prayeth,
12 And hath seen in a vision a man named Ananias coming in, and putting his 
hand on him, that he might receive his sight.
13 Then Ananias answered, Lord, I have heard by many of this man, how much 
evil he hath done to thy saints at Jerusalem:
14 And here he hath authority from the chief priests to bind all that call on thy 
name.


○ A hallmark of Paul’s ministry and message was that God’s strength 
would be manifest through weakness.  It would be God’s grace that 
would be proven and demonstrated to be always sufficient.  So it 
was appropriate that the Lord would reveal that to Saul early and he 
did, through a disciple named Ananias in Damascus: 
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○ But, here at the beginning of this Great Transition, Saul’s period of 
humbling will also see the manifest power of God in miracles such 
as described here: 

[READ   ] Acts 9:15-18
15 But the Lord said unto him, Go thy way: for he is a chosen vessel unto 
me, to bear my name before the Gentiles, and kings, and the children of 
Israel:
16 For I will shew him how great things he must suffer for my name's sake.
17 And Ananias went his way, and entered into the house; and putting his 
hands on him said, Brother Saul, the Lord, even Jesus, that appeared unto 
thee in the way as thou camest, hath sent me, that thou mightest receive 
thy sight, and be filled with the Holy Ghost.
18 And immediately there fell from his eyes as it had been scales: and he 
received sight forthwith, and arose, and was baptized. 

○ The word concerning Saul’s upcoming trials is given by a vision to a 
disciple named Ananias.  That he would be a “chosen vessel” to 
bear his name before many, even the Gentiles and kings in addition 
to the Jews!  He also receives a miraculous healing from his 
blindness!  His response, in obedience, is water baptism, a very 
Jewish ceremony indeed, as had been so prevalent since John’s 
preaching in the wilderness. 

  
○ And then there was in addition the filling with the Holy Spirit as so 

many others had experienced in those days… 

Acts 9:19-22
19 And when he had received meat, he was strengthened. Then was Saul 
certain days with the disciples which were at Damascus.
20 And straightway he preached Christ in the synagogues, that he is the 
Son of God.
21 But all that heard him were amazed, and said; Is not this he that 
destroyed them which called on this name in Jerusalem, and came hither 
for that intent, that he might bring them bound unto the chief priests?
22 But Saul increased the more in strength, and confounded the Jews 
which dwelt at Damascus, proving that this is [the] [very] Christ. 

○  And what was the effect of all of this in the man Saul?  He 
immediately began to preach with power concerning the risen Jesus 
who was, he proclaimed, the very Son of God and the promised and 
long awaited Christ or Messiah of Israel!  Amen. 
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○ Saul’s boldness and knowledge of the scriptures (he was the student 
of Gamaliel, of course — Acts 22:3) was evident to all.  This man had 
been well prepared by God, it seemed, to take up the message he 
had so hated before.  What a transformation this was.  The sheer 
miracle of it would be used of the Lord to convince many as the 
drama develops… 

[READ   ] Acts 9:23-25
23 And after that many days were fulfilled, the Jews took counsel to kill him:
24 But their laying await was known of Saul. And they watched the gates day 
and night to kill him.
25 Then the disciples took him by night, and let him down by the wall in a 
basket.  [Compare with 2 Cor. 11:33] 

Acts 9:26-31
26 And when Saul was come to Jerusalem, he assayed to join himself to the 
disciples: but they were all afraid of him, and believed not that he was a 
disciple.
27 But Barnabas took him, and brought him to the apostles, and declared 
unto them how he had seen the Lord in the way, and that he had spoken to 
him, and how he had preached boldly at Damascus in the name of Jesus.
28 And he was with them coming in and going out at Jerusalem.
29 And he spake boldly in the name of the Lord Jesus, and disputed 
against the Grecians: but they went about to slay him.
30 Which when the brethren knew, they brought him down to Caesarea, 
and sent him forth to Tarsus.
31 Then had the churches rest throughout all Judaea and Galilee and 
Samaria, and were edified; and walking in the fear of the Lord, and in the 
comfort of the Holy Ghost, were multiplied. 

○ Instead of judging his enemies, the Lord has saved his greatest 
enemy.  

○ Paul would be taught to boast in his weakness and not his strength 
(see 2 Cor. 11-12). 

  
Overview and Conclusions: 

● Critical Questions:  Why Paul, Why Grace, Why a New Dispensation? 

○ Stephen’s Death Initiated the Great Transition Through Saul (Paul) 
○ The Lord Calls Saul to Salvation Through the Very Voice of Jesus
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○ Paul’s Commission Revealed — How Great Things He Must Suffer 
for My Name's Sake 

○ Next time - Peter’s place in Paul’s commission. 
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