
“Paul’s Second Letter to Timothy —  
The Great Transition, The Glorious Sweep of God’s Abundant Grace — Part 28 

Blessings Untold for the Colossians Too Under Grace, Chapter 3 

Review: The Teaching on Submission to Jewish Rituals, Chapter 2 

● Take Heed, the Enemy is Everywhere But Truth is Our Defense (Verses 8-9) 
● Our Circumcision and Baptism Are Not with Human Hands (Verses 10-13) 
● The Law Has Been Cancelled and We Are Set Free (Verses 13-15) 
● Compliance with Jewish Regulations Short-Circuits Grace (Verses 16-23) 

● Take Heed, the Enemy is Everywhere But Truth is Our Defense (Verses 8-9) 

Col. 2:8-9 
8 Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the 
tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ.

9 For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily.


○ Verses 8, 16 and 18 contain a very strong exhortation.  The enemies 
of the believer truly are everywhere and they operate by targeting 
the mind with worldliness and use human traditions.  But there is a 
defense provided against these thoroughly evil and satanic (and 
never spiritual in a true sense) attacks. And that is the truth that we 
are complete in Him!  How wonderful.  

● Our Circumcision and Baptism Are Not with Human Hands (Verses 10-13) 

Col. 2:10-13 [Here are some of the most succinct but powerful statements 
of grace doctrine in the Word of Truth.] 
10 And ye are complete in him, which is the head of all principality and 
power:  
11 In whom also ye are circumcised with the circumcision made without 
hands, in putting off the body of the sins of the flesh by the circumcision of 
Christ: 
12 Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with him through 
the faith of the operation of God, who hath raised him from the dead. 
13 And you, being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of your flesh, 
hath he quickened together with him, having forgiven you all trespasses; 

  
■ Verse 10 - complete (made fullness) in Christ who is victorious 

by that death, burial and resurrection over every enemy on 
earth or in the heavens! 



■ Verse 11 - Fleshly circumcision has been replaced with 
spiritual circumcision, not made with human hands! 

■ Verse 12 - Baptism, also made with hands, has been replaced 
with the death of our Lord Jesus with whom we have been 
identified fully.  We have been baptized by the Holy Spirit into 
Christ and his Body church.  That is the only “real” baptism 
valid and operational today.  Water baptism is Jewish and 
carnal or the flesh (see Hebrews 6:2).   It was practiced for a 
time in the Church which is his Body “for the sake of” the 
Jews.  But Paul’s teaching here supplants that with a more 
relevant truth. baptism spiritually into Christ is our privilege 
and joy.  Amen. 

■ Verse 13 - Take note of the implied past tense here.  This has 
already occurred and is Biblical FACT.  And, we ARE alive with 
him spiritually by being identified with his death, burial, and 
resurrection.  See 2:12 here in Colossians and Eph. 2:1-6.  
Praise God.  Such a full and complete salvation is our’s today 
under the fullness of God’s mighty grace — and it is 
marvelous in our eyes!   

● The Law Has Been Cancelled and We Are Set Free (Verses 14-15) 

Col. 2:14-15 
14 Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was 
contrary to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross;

15 And having spoiled principalities and powers, he made a shew of them 
openly, triumphing over them in it.


○ The Law and the legalists promoting it were a constant thorn in 
Paul’s side and he writes of it often, but here most boldly.  His 
statement of fact here regarding what Christ accomplished in his 
work on Calvary’s cross is detailed and specific.   

■ Verse 14 - Such concrete and powerful imagery here is so very 
Pauline and demonstrates his total and unconditional 
rejection of what the Judizers were promoting, namely, that 
applicability of the Law to Gentiles.  Those demands of the 
Law were “nailed” to his cross and taken away from us in one 
fell swoop, as it were.  It was the written demands that always 
condemned that were expunged once and for all. 
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■ Verse 15 - And, additionally, as if that wasn’t enough, he 
mentions that by that cross he also defeated the heavenly and 
demonic powers that were imposing this burden on the 
Gentiles. 

■ There are conclusions which must be drawn.  We are so 
blessed, aren’t we?  We must never forget what the Cross has 
accomplished and be bold to share that with others as Paul is 
doing here.  Israel has been set aside Dispensationally 
opening wide the door for all peoples to come, if they would, 
with NO STRINGS ATTACHED! 

  
● Compliance with Jewish Regulations Short-Circuits Grace (Verses 16-23) 

Col. 2:16-19 [Read] 
16 Let no man therefore judge you in meat, or in drink, or in respect of an 
holyday, or of the new moon, or of the sabbath days: 
17 Which are a shadow of things to come; but the body is of Christ. 
18 Let no man beguile you of your reward in a voluntary humility and 
worshipping of angels, intruding into those things which he hath not seen, 
vainly puffed up by his fleshly mind, 
19 And not holding the Head, from which all the body by joints and bands 
having nourishment ministered, and knit together, increaseth with the 
increase of God. 

○ The exhortation here now begins with these words: “Let no man 
therefore judge you” and continues with “Let no man beguile you”.  
The exhortation is followed in the same breath with the details so 
that no one can claim ignorance of the apostle’s point here.  He will 
write here that compliance with Jewish spiritual tradition will not 
enhance but rather short-circuit God’s working under grace in the 
believer.  Meats, drinks, holydays, the ceremonial calendar, new 
moons and sabbaths, all so critically a part of the Jewish Law do not 
apply to us Gentiles.  So we must not let the legalists steal away our 
reward through their subtleties AND persecutions.  

○ Don’t let anyone steal away your reward by “human will-based” 
angel-worshipping religious principles called “christian” but which 
are in fact, truly satanic.  They are based on Jesuit promoted, and 
often mystical, practices such as “centering prayer”, “meditation, 
and worse. 

○ Now for the “rest of the story”! 

08/22/21	 3



Our Outline: 

● The Exhortation, Its Foundation (Chapter 2, Verses 20-23) 
● The Exhortation, Its Foundation — Continued (Chapter 3, Verses 1-4) 
● The Exhortation, Three Analogies —The Body of Christ (Verses 5-8) 
● The Exhortation, Three Analogies — The Two “Men” (Verses 9-11) 
● The Exhortation, Three Analogies — Grace as a Garment (Verses 12-14) 
● The Exhortation, Grace Displayed — in Power and Great Glory (Verses 

15-17) 

I. The Exhortation, Its Foundation (Chapter 2, Verses 20-23): 

[READ   ] Col. 2:20-23 
20 Wherefore if ye be dead with Christ from the rudiments of the world, why, as 
though living in the world, are ye subject to ordinances,

21 (Touch not; taste not; handle not;

22 Which all are to perish with the using;) after the commandments and 
doctrines of men?

23 Which things have indeed a shew of wisdom in will worship, and humility, 
and neglecting of the body; not in any honour to the satisfying of the flesh.


○ Now we have reached Paul’s concluding exhortation here in this 
chapter.   It starts with a question that is rhetorical beginning with 
“wherefore” or “why then”.  Taking full account of all he had just 
written and the truths proclaimed there as we have just reviewed 
them, to avoid any misunderstandings, he now adds some specific 
acts to be avoided, lest the grace of God be short-circuited, as it 
were.  Note that he reinforces those truths with “if ye be dead with 
Christ from the rudiments of the world” (a first class conditional here 
indicating the assumption of the truth he has stated).  This is so 
blessed, to stand on God’s revealed truth through Paul. 

○ Paul lists now the very things the false teachers who were 
promoting Jewish practices were requiring of the Gentile believers.  
That included the Jewish and Mosaic ordinances of “touch not; taste 
not; handle not”, covering a wide spectrum of requirements and 
prohibitions found in Moses Law, and you can be sure, also found in 
the first century Judaism with its many sects and divisions.  There 
were probably additional ones added as well by these deceiving 
spirits.  But the apostle states ever so boldly that all of these should 
be avoided and in doing so explains why this is so critically 
important.  His argument is simple: since we have been delivered 
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from these demonic forces through Christ Jesus, we should not 
have anything to do with what they were promoting.  Those things 
were of men and did not relate to the spiritual world in which we as 
believers under grace are living.  His words “the rudiments of the 
world” (see Gal. 4:3, 9 and Col. 2:8 also) are all about the satanic 
world order by which that chief enemy of God and his people rules.  
But we have been delivered from it and his lying messengers and 
message. 

  
○ Contrast this boldest of teachings Paul’s Transition message earlier 

in the Acts, the Romans, Corinthians, etc., all written with the 
ministry to Israel during the Transition in mind.  Now he writes Post- 
Acts 28!!  What a difference!! 

○ Fleshly and religious legalism have nothing to do with the true 
practice of faith today. 

II. The Exhortation, Its Foundation — Continued (Chapter 3, Verses 1-4): 

[READ   ] Col. 3:1-4 
1 If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where 
Christ sitteth on the right hand of God.

2 Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth.

3 For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God.

4 When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him 
in glory.


○ How blessed these words are.  Take them to heart and recall them 
often!  Multiply the blessing. For we have a heavenly position in 
Christ.  We should be thinking accordingly:  We died (not “are dead”) 
… and have been raised into the realm of a new life.  And so our life 
is “hid with Christ in God”. Therefore … when he is manifested 
(appears) then we also will be manifested in him.  This is powerful 
teaching.  We are “together” with our risen Savior in his work of 
grace today.  Therefore we need to be resting in these wonderful 
truths always, every day, hour, and moment.  And there is more!   
 
To underscore Paul’s teaching here about the depth and extent of 
our living connection with our Risen Lord, Paul gives us some 
analogies.  First the Body analogy, then the Two Men: 
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III. The Exhortation, Three Analogies —The Body of Christ (Verses 5-8): 

[READ   ] Col. 3:5-8 

5 Mortify therefore your members which are upon the earth; fornication, 
uncleanness, inordinate affection, evil concupiscence, and covetousness, which 
is idolatry:

6 For which things' sake the wrath of God cometh on the children of 
disobedience: 
7 In the which ye also walked some time, when ye lived in them. 
8 But now ye also put off all these; anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy 
communication out of your mouth. 

○ The exhortation becomes very practical here with the command to 
“mortify” fleshly desires (called members according to this analogy 
here).  Don’t live like an unbeliever like you did when you were 
unsaved and had no knowledge of the Lord of truth. Instead, reckon 
those “limbs” dead and non-functional.  This is so black and white 
and is intended to strike us that way, I am sure. 

○ The “mortification” referred to here, means to render dead.  We do 
that through faith, taking God at his word, and this needs to be 
specific to this challenge of the flesh.  The verses here make that so 
clear, don’t they?  

○ The parallel passages in Paul’s letters are most instructive.  I will 
refer here today to only a couple, Gal. 5 and Rom. 6.  In Rom. 6 we 
read these key verses: 

Rom. 6:11-13 
11 Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but 
alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord.

12 Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, that ye should obey it in 
the lusts thereof.

13 Neither yield ye your members as instruments of unrighteousness unto 
sin: but yield yourselves unto God, as those that are alive from the dead, 
and your members as instruments of righteousness unto God.


○ Reckoning makes the difference!  Amen.  This is counting that what 
has been written, the very Word of Truth, is exactly that.  When we 
do that we allow the Holy Spirit to work as Gal. 5 indicates. 
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IV. The Exhortation, Three Analogies — The Two “Men”  (Verses 9-11): 

[READ   ] Col. 3:8-11 
8 But now ye also put off all these; anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy 
communication out of your mouth.

9 Lie not one to another, seeing that ye have put off the old man with his 
deeds;

10 And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the 
image of him that created him:

11 Where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor uncircumcision, 
Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free: but Christ is all, and in all.


○ The analogy of the Two “Men” here is relevant to the challenge we 
all face.  Both the Old and the New Natures dwell in each of us.  But 
there is victory through Christ, even over sin and death and the 
fleshly desires of the heart. 

■ Here Paul exhorts based on what had been provided 
graciously through Christ.  In Ephesians a similar exhortation 
empasizes  action as in the following verses 12-14.  We have 
put off and therefore we should put off by reckoning or 
counting on the truth of what God has promised. 

○ Here “putting off” and “putting on” are other words for the same 
spiritual dynamic we have already seen.  “putting off” is just 
reckoning that we really have died with Christ.  The “putting on” is 
reckoning that we really are alive in Christ Jesus sharing in his 
resurrection power and glory. Knowing the COMPLETED WORK OF 
CHRIST IS SO CRITICALLY IMPORTANT - but so many are ignorant. 

V. The Exhortation, Three Analogies — Grace as a Garment (Verses 12-14): 

Now Paul teaches here at the end of this chapter how Grace as a Garment  
will change the lives of the saints.  God works inwardly with outward 
expression of his desires always.  The deliverance is there (or should I say 
rather “here”.  But will we receive it is the grand question: 

[READ   ] Col. 3:12-14 
12 Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, 
kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffering;

13 Forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if any man have a quarrel 
against any: even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye.

14 And above all these things put on charity, which is the bond of perfectness.
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○ Now this gets even more stunning with its Spirt-given power.  For 
the believers are called “the elect of God”, “holy and beloved”.  But 
what are we to “put on” as a garment? 

■ “Bowels of mercies”: Deep mercies in the innermost parts 
■ “Humbleness of mind”: Arrogant spirts not welcome 
■ “Meekness”: Let everything be done decently and in order 
■ “Longsuffering”: This is one of Paul’s favorite words.  Better 

would be deep or great suffering.  A time reference is not 
found in the Greek word.  

■ “Forbearing one another, and forgiving one another … if any 
man have a quarrel against any … “, and then the gracious 
exhortation to sum it all up:  

■ “even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye”:  
■ And above all these things, at the height of it all, he adds here, 

“put on charity, which is the bond of perfectness’:   

○ Here there is a prime example of a gracious exhortation.  See also 
Eph. 4:32 for a similar one. 

○ God has already blessed us, therefore we should bless others.  This 
is grace working and so many believers do not know it.  And yet the 
apostle devoted his life and ministry to making it known. 

VI. The Exhortation, Grace Displayed — in Power and Great Glory (Verses 
15-17): 

Now he puts a capstone on it all with verses that are so very wonderful.  
Amen? 

[READ   ] Col. 3:15-17 
15 And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to the which also ye are called in 
one body; and be ye thankful.

16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and 
admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with 
grace in your hearts to the Lord.

17 And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, 
giving thanks to God and the Father by him.


○ “Peace of God”, “one Body”, “One calling”.  Our response and the 
only proper one is thanksgiving and grace receiving. We really 
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should always be living in the realm of thanksgiving for all.  The Lord 
God, the God of Truth and Grace, is in absolute control.  

○ This is so critically important that we need to be teaching it 
everywhere and admonishing all regarding its importance.  

○ “Psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs, singing with grace in our 
hearts, this is our natural response to such abounding grace. 

○ And so Paul ends this chapter. 

Conclusions & Application:  

● Today satan’s counterfeits abound, religiously, spiritually and worldly.  
Beware!  Avoid them at all costs.  As the apostle wrote here a little earlier 
in this chapter:  

Col. 2:5-7  
5 For though I be absent in the flesh, yet am I with you in the spirit, 
joying and beholding your order, and the stedfastness of your faith in 
Christ. 
6 As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in him: 
7 Rooted and built up in him, and stablished in the faith, as ye have been 
taught, abounding therein with thanksgiving. 

● This message is so needed today.  Will we receive it and LIVE! 
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