
“Paul’s First Letter to Timothy —  
Laying Hold On Eternal Life” 

Review: “On Establishing Order in the Churches, Practically Speaking — Part 2”   

● The Lie: That Gain is Godliness 

1 Tim. 6:3-5 
3 If any man teach otherwise, and consent not to wholesome words, [even] 
the words of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to the doctrine which is according 
to godliness; 
4 He is proud, knowing nothing, but doting about questions and strifes of 
words, whereof cometh envy, strife, railings, evil surmisings, 
5 Perverse disputings of men of corrupt minds, and destitute of the truth, 
supposing that gain is godliness: from such withdraw thyself. 

○ “If any man teach otherwise, and consent not to wholesome words, 
[even] the words of our Lord Jesus Christ”:  These words were 
spoken to Paul by the ascended Lord Jesus.  Paul teaches what 
Christ has revealed to him, period.  

○ The word “godliness” is key here.  It is used in the Greek language 
as the opposite of “religion”.  Religion is about an outward 
expression.  “Godliness” is about an inward reality, and more — for 
godliness is the privilege of believers under God’s empowering for 
living under the abundance of his grace.  Paul is strongly exhorting 
here that Timothy manifest the inward reality of his God-given and 
living spirit (called the “spirit of Christ” in Rom. 8:9) in outward 
expression but never with hypocrisy. 

○ There is such a large contrast that Paul is drawing here between the 
ways of satan’s world and the way of the Lord God under grace.  Let 
us not forget what he wrote earlier: 

1 Tim. 3:14-16 
14 These things write I unto thee, hoping to come unto thee shortly:

15 But if I tarry long, that thou mayest know how thou oughtest to behave 
thyself in the house of God, which is the church of the living God, the 
pillar and ground of the truth.

16 And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God 
was manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, 
preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up into 
glory. 



○ It should follow that those who will not accept the true and practical 
expression of “godliness” must be left behind.   Proper separation 
from evil and evil doers, even in the churches, is thereby 
commanded and expected.  Godly order in the assemblies requires 
it.  The true reason why so many today reject the separation doctrine 
is that they reject the mystery of godliness altogether.  To see that in 
all of its glory will bring great desire to guard and protect it from the 
evil root of false teaching that “gain is godliness”. 

○ But ungodly compromises are what the world system demands.  And 
all that directly contrasts with what the apostle calls here in verse 3, 
“the doctrine which is according to godliness”.  Its alternative, is as 
he writes here in verse 5, “supposing that gain is godliness.”  May 
the true godliness prevail and that “lawlessness” of the enemy 
banished from the assemblies.  May it be so! 

● The Truth: That Godliness with Contentment is Great Gain 

1 Tim. 6:6-10 
6 But godliness with contentment is great gain. 
7 For we brought nothing into [this] world, [and it is] certain we can carry 
nothing out. 
8 And having food and raiment let us be therewith content. 
9 But they that will be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and [into] many 
foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown men in destruction and perdition.

10 For the love of money is the root of all evil: which while some coveted 
after, they have erred from the faith, and pierced themselves through with 
many sorrows. 

1 Tim. 6:6-7,9-10 
6 But godliness with contentment is great gain: 
7 For we brought nothing into [this] world, [and it is] certain we can carry nothing 
out: 8 And having food and raiment let us be therewith content:  Some had 
“supposed that gain is godliness”.  But Paul here teaches otherwise.

 … 
9 But they that will be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and [into] many 
foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown men in destruction and perdition. 

10 For the love of money is the root of all evil: which while some coveted 
after, they have erred from the faith, and pierced themselves through with 
many sorrows: 

11/15/20	 2



○ Paul explicitly says that gain is NOT godliness and that rather 
contentment with godliness IS [or brings with it] great gain.  What 
does this mean? 

  
■ “Temptations and a snare … drowning in destruction and 

perdition”: Desiring riches blinds one to what is most 
important in life and enslaves one to powers of evil.  This is 
literally about the unraveling of the central essence of living 
as a believer.  It is like cutting off the root of the tree.  If “gain”, 
in a world and carnal senses our aim, then that will ensnare us 
and lead us to destruction.  This is a downward spiral, to use a 
contemporary term. 

● A double curse is given here for those driven by the 
lusts of the flesh and spirit. 

  
■ “The love of money is the root of all evil”: Note well that it is 

not money that is evil or that is the root of all evil.  For it is the 
“love of money” that is such, not money itself. 

○ Even more, there are a number of characteristics of the way of true 
godliness that are for all, not only for the rich.  They all are essential 
benefits of the rule of grace in this dispensation of the grace of God. 
They are the blessings of God’s work in and through us under his 
abundance of grace and are summarized in 1 Tim. 3:16 under the 
one simple term: “the mystery of godliness”. 

○ So, therefore, worldly gain, even if seemingly “religious”, is not gain 
with the Lord God.  It is loss. Only what is based on Christ will last.  
We are the saints of God, not religious proselytes.  Much of the 
trouble in the churches today is due to blindness regarding this 
teaching here and many cults promote this error to their great 
advantage.  And satan is only too willing to provide his proof of the 
truth of this lie. 

● We have now reached the ending of this letter.  Paul's sober exhortations 
to Timothy, his son in the faith, now necessarily reach their crescendo.  It is 
simple and his words few, but the power is great and Timothy was well 
warned here in these words to expect, for it was to be the fight of his life.  
 
We start here today. 

Our Scripture: 1 Tim. 6:11-19 
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Our Outline Today:  

● Never Forget — The Lord and Only the Lord Rules Now and Forever 
● Never Forget — Christ is the Lord of Glory 
● Never Forget — The Rich in This World Have Very Special Responsibilities 

I. Never Forget — The Lord and Only the Lord Rules Now and Forever: 

[READ   ] 1 Tim. 6:11-12 
11 But thou, O man of God, flee these things; and follow after 
righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience, meekness. 
12 Fight the good fight of [the] faith, lay hold on eternal life, whereunto 
thou art also called, and hast professed a good profession before many 
witnesses. 

○ “Fight the good fight of faith”: “Fight” is literally “to struggle”.  Our 
English word “agonize” is nearly identical in spelling with the Gk. 
root word here.  This is a struggle that for good ministers of the faith 
is not optional.  Paul in Ephesians says it so well: 

Eph. 6:12  For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against 
principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of 
this world, against spiritual wickedness in high [places]. 

There are also many other similar statements in Paul’s letters.  For 
example in 1 Cor. 9:25-27 & Col. 4:12. But in 2 Timothy Paul wrote 
several very near the end of his life that we should not ignore.  One is 
in chapter 4, verses 7 & 8: 

2 Tim. 4:7-8  

7 I have fought a good fight, I have finished [my] course, I have kept 
the faith: [Compare Eph. 4:3, “keep the unity of the spirit”] 
8 Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which 
the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to 
me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing. 

This is perhaps that greatest utterance of Paul’s life written 
anywhere.  Paul had kept “the faith”.  This is Paul’s last will and 
testament.  This means that he guarded and protected and 
proclaimed “the faith” until the end.  With the definite article, this 
refers to the body of doctrine.  Of that he has written much in these 
two short letters.  “Keeping” in this context is continuing to grasp 
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onto the crown jewels of the faith, honoring them and protecting 
them always. 

HAVE WE KEPT THE FAITH? 

○ “… lay hold on eternal life, whereunto thou art also called”: This 
speaks of a personal attachment to that which is eternal and the 
resurrected life of Christ in us that is so precious and empowering.  
May we never turn away from that, no matter what.  

○ … “hast professed a good profession before many witnesses”: Let the 
past be your guide, Timothy.  The battles have just begun!  Do not be 
timid but be prepared for battle.  The Lord is leading us all to victory. 

[READ   ] 1 Tim. 6:13-14 
13 I give thee charge in the sight of God, who quickeneth all things, and 
[before] Christ Jesus, who before Pontius Pilate witnessed a good 
confession; 
14 That thou keep [this] commandment without spot, unrebukeable, until 
the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ: 

○ The apostle Paul has good reason to think that his time is growing 
shorter day by day and would soon be martyred.  1 Timothy was 
probably written only months before 2 Timothy, his last letter just 
before Nero had him killed.  Timothy himself, Paul expected, would 
also suffer the same fate soon enough.  So the time was short and 
the spiritual battles would be fierce.  Timothy would be wearing 
Paul’s mantle.  So the apostle here in a nutshell, as it were, tells 
Timothy what was most essential for him to know: 

■ That Timothy is commanded to fight this good fight of the 
faith we have already looked at last time as you know.  Only 
those fighting this battle which is an heavenly one (Eph. 6:12) 
can know the depths of one’s earthly oppositions (and, of 
course, heavenly, since there is a correspondence there). 

■ “… God, who quickeneth all things”: This is a truth with many 
dimensions. To see that, let’s look at several scriptures: 

[READ   ] Deut. 32:1-4, 39 
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1 Give ear, O ye heavens, and I will speak; and hear, O earth, the 
words of my mouth.

2 My doctrine shall drop as the rain, my speech shall distil as the 
dew, as the small rain upon the tender herb, and as the showers 
upon the grass:

3 Because I will publish the name of the LORD: ascribe ye 
greatness unto our God.

4 [He is] the Rock, his work [is] perfect: for all his ways [are] 
judgment: a God of truth and without iniquity, just and right [is] he.

…

39  See now that I, [even] I, [am] he, and [there is] no god with 
me: I kill, and I make alive; I wound, and I heal: neither [is 
there any] that can deliver out of my hand.  [God is sovereign 
over life and death and all things.] 

Acts 17:25  Neither is worshipped with men's hands, as though 
he needed any  thing, seeing he giveth to all life, and breath, and 
all things;  Amen! 

■ Christ is our example of a good witness — “before Pontus 
Pilate”.  Look no further than Christ himself (and by 
implication as written earlier, Paul)! 

John 18:36-37 
36 Jesus answered, My kingdom is not of this world: if my 
kingdom were of this world, then would my servants fight, that I 
should not be delivered to the Jews: but now is my kingdom not 
from hence.

37 Pilate therefore said unto him, Art thou a king then? Jesus 
answered, Thou sayest that I am a king. To this end was I born, 
and for this cause came I into the world, that I should bear witness 
unto the truth. Every one that is of the truth heareth my voice.


■ Timothy was reminded to keep his commitment until Christ’s 
“appearing”:  This word simply means “manifestation”.  These 
are references to the rapture as you might have thought:  

Tit. 2:13  Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious 
appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ. [See 
also 2 Tim. 4:1]  In these final so called “pastoral” letters the 
apostle is reminding both Timothy and Titus of the need to be 
always “looking for that blessed hope, and [even] the glorious 
appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ.”  We 
must as well. 
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II. Never Forget — Christ is the Lord of Glory: 

[READ   ] 1 Tim. 6:15-16 
15  [… our Lord Jesus Christ, which in his times he shall shew, [who is] the 
blessed and only Potentate, the King of kings, and Lord of lords; 
16 Who only hath immortality, dwelling in the light which no man can 
approach unto; whom no man hath seen, nor can see: to whom [be] honour 
and power everlasting. Amen. 

○ “… in his times he shall show”: Only he is in charge of the calendar!  
“The times and the seasons” are under his control.  And it will be 
glorious indeed. 

○ “… [who is] the blessed and only Potentate, the King of kings, and 
Lord of lords”: Not Caesar then, not the Roman guards, not the 
largest army in the world, for they are all subject to the Lord God.  
Who was Paul?  Who was Timothy?  Who are we?  They were slated 
for death and martyrdom.  

  
○ “… who only hath immortality”: The Greek literally means not 

subject to death and in its context, not subject to death again.  
Compare this with Romans 5, “dieth no more”.  The resurrected Lord 
Jesus will never suffer death again.  And he has secured this for us 
as well.   

[READ   ] 1 Cor. 15:52-54 
52 In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the 
trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we 
shall be changed.

53 For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal [must] 
put on immortality.

54 So when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this 
mortal shall have put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the 
saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory.


  
○ “… dwelling in the light which no man can approach unto; whom no 

man hath seen, nor can see: to whom [be] honour and power 
everlasting. Amen.”: Paul had seen Christ in the heavenlies.  But no 
man has seen God, the Father.  We must add “amen” as well! 
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○ Though these are simple statements, their truth is overwhelmingly 
central to the testimony of God.  We are so greatly encouraged by 
taking them to heart, aren’t we? 

III.  Never Forget — The Rich in This World Have Very Special Responsibilities: 

[READ   ] 1 Tim. 6:17-19  
17 Charge them that are rich in this world, that they be not highminded, 
nor trust in uncertain riches, but in the living God, who giveth us richly all 
things to enjoy; 
18 That they do good, that they be rich in good works, ready to distribute, 
willing to communicate; 
19 Laying up in store for themselves a good foundation against the time to 
come, that they may lay hold on eternal life. 

○ So appropriate considering the earlier charge to avoid at all costs 
the love of money.  The rich, not the poor, of course, are especially at 
risk here.  Rich in good works are to replace the love of money.  
What a great contrast.  Two riches but so very different these are.  
One kind of riches leads to destruction and perdition, the other to 
eternal glory.   

○ What is not written but is perhaps also implied by what is written, is 
that the hard times of battle that the saints would soon find 
themselves in would mean that for most if not all, their earthly riches 
would soon be stolen by others and their lives as well.  But the 
motivation Paul seeks to instill in Timothy and others is that it is the 
blessings of this world are nothing to compare with what is coming.  

  
○ What is “laying hold on eternal life”?  Again, verse 12 applies to 

Timothy and this verse 19 using the same language applies to all 
that are rich in this world.  We have eternal life now as a 
foreshadowing.  But the fulness of eternal life yet to be enjoyed 
forever will follow upon our living that new life now, and that life will 
provide a “foundation” for what is yet ahead.   

Concluding Exhortation: 

○ We finish with a question today:  Are we talking Paul’s teaching here 
to heart?  It surely applies so well to us today.  With what is 
occurring in our nation and in the world these days, with the rapid 
rise of marxist revolutionaries in the highest levels of government, 
with the destruction of our cities and so many innocents in the name 
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of compassion, “fairness” and “equality”, we must well receive 
Paul’s teaching as given here. 

Our cry of testimony must focus on the word of grace and on the 
doctrine that is according to godliness.  It must always reflect the 
words of scripture, but also, I dare day, on the final words of that 
great document upon which our nation was founded, the 
Declaration of Independence:   

“And for the support of this Declaration, with a firm reliance on the 
protection of divine Providence, we mutually pledge to each other 
our Lives, our Fortunes and our sacred Honor.” 
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