
 

The Long War Against God: 
Introduction to Daniel - The Jeremiah Prolog 

 
Our Key Scripture Today: 
 
Is. 44:28  
28 That saith of Cyrus, [He is] my shepherd, and shall perform all my pleasure: 
even saying to Jerusalem, Thou shalt be built; and to the temple, Thy foundation 
shall be laid. 
 
Dan. 9:1-2  
1 In the first year of Darius the son of Ahasuerus, of the seed of the Medes, which was 
made king over the realm of the Chaldeans; 
2 In the first year of his reign I Daniel understood by books the number of the 
years, whereof the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah the prophet, that he 
would accomplish seventy years in the desolations of Jerusalem. 
 
Jer. 36:2-4, 6-8, 21-24 
2 Take thee a roll of a book, and write therein all the words that I have spoken 
unto thee against Israel, and against Judah, and against all the nations, from the 
day I spake unto thee, from the days of Josiah, even unto this day. 
3 It may be that the house of Judah will hear all the evil which I purpose to do 
unto them; that they may return every man from his evil way; that I may forgive 
their iniquity and their sin. 
4 Then Jeremiah called Baruch the son of Neriah: and Baruch wrote from the 
mouth of Jeremiah all the words of the LORD, which he had spoken unto him, 
upon a roll of a book. 
. . . 
6 Therefore go thou, and read in the roll, which thou hast written from my mouth, 
the words of the LORD in the ears of the people in the LORD'S house upon the 
fasting day: and also thou shalt read them in the ears of all Judah that come out 
of their cities. 
7 It may be they will present their supplication before the LORD, and will return 
every one from his evil way: for great [is] the anger and the fury that the LORD 
hath pronounced against this people. 
8 And Baruch the son of Neriah did according to all that Jeremiah the prophet 
commanded him, reading in the book the words of the LORD in the LORD'S 
house. 
. . . 
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21 So the king sent Jehudi to fetch the roll: and he took it out of Elishama the scribe's 
chamber. And Jehudi read it in the ears of the king, and in the ears of all the princes 
which stood beside the king. 
22 Now the king sat in the winterhouse in the ninth month: and [there was a fire] 
on the hearth burning before him. 
23 And it came to pass, [that] when Jehudi had read three or four leaves, he cut it 
with the penknife, and cast [it] into the fire that [was] on the hearth, until all the 
roll was consumed in the fire that [was] on the hearth. 
24 Yet they were not afraid, nor rent their garments, [neither] the king, nor any of 
his servants that heard all these words. 
 
Review: 
 

● Recently, in our fellowship here, we have been dwelling in the book of 
Esther.  We saw how God had given Israel under Moses deliverance from 
bondage in Egypt and also, at the same time, a sacred calendar.  This 
calendar with all of its required feasts and festivals througout the year not 
only separated the nation of Israel from all of the pagan nations 
surrounding them, but also reminded them of how God had delivered them 
from Egyptian slavery.  But, as we saw, the festivals and feasts also 
pointed forward to an even greater fulfillment in a future time, the coming 
Tribulation Period and then following, the 1000 year Millennial Kingdom. 
We then saw how central to the sacred history recorded in Esther, God also 
gave an addition festival, the Festival of Purim.  We concluded that in 
addition to the reminders that God had delivered the nation in bondage in 
Babylon and Persia from Satan’s messenger, Haman, looking forward, 
Purim had prophetically everything to do with Israel’s and the Lord’s 
victory over Anti-Christ who energizes the False Prophet, and the Beast. 
They are Satan’s tools during the Great Tribulation period leading up to the 
second coming of Christ and the establishing of the Kingdom.  They are all 
defeated by Christ at his Second coming.  And then, at the end of the 1000 
year reign of Christ Satan’s released from his prison and deceives the 
nations to surround and attack the holy City and the people of Israel yet 
again.  We therefore concluded that Purim’s final fulfillment has to do with 
Satan’s final destruction as Rev. 20 and verse 10 indicates. 

 
● Then we began to consider the book of Daniel and saw that there were 

many links and parallels between Esther and Daniel, not the least of these 
being that Esther is prophetic in its types while Daniel is prophetic in its 
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detailed prophecies while both are “messianic” having many prophetic 
overtones in reference to the second coming of Christ, the millennial reign 
of Christ in the 1000 year kingdom, and in the events at the end of the 
Kingdom with the final destruction of Satan and all of his associates. 

 
● The time periods covered in the two books are overlapping.  The 

georgraphical and national focus, however, in Esther is Persia, and that in 
Daniel is Babylon.  Babylon is taken captive by Persia in due time and then 
the two become one.  Daniel mentions the Persian rulers Ahasuerus, 
Darius and Cyrus in that regard. 

 
● We then last time introduced the book of Daniel looking mostly in  

chapter 1.  We saw there that the Babylonian king Nebuchaddnezzar had a 
purpose in the selection of the young ones in Judah when he had them 
carried off into Babylon.  Yes, the king had a purpose, but little did he know 
that GOD WOULD OVERRULE! 

 
■ Even the king’s changing of their names to reference the Babylonian 

God’s instead of the one true God might have been overruled and 
used by God as all four, Daniel and his three friends, were seemingly 
even more devoted to Jehovah God. 
 

● The name Daniel (meaning God is my judge ) was changed to 
Belteshazzar (meaning Bel's prince ). 

● The name Hannaniah (meaning Beloved by the Lord) was 
changed to Shadrach (meaning Illumined by Sun-god ). 

● The name Mishael (meaning Who is as God ) was changed to 
Meshach (meaning Who is like Venus ). 

● The name Azariah (meaning The Lord is my help ) was 
changed to Abed-Nego (meaning Servant of Nego ). 

 
■ The defining issue (just like with Mordecai in Esther!) was whether 

Daniel and his friends would honor and worship the true God of the 
demonic spirits of the Babylonians.  Well, to summarize, God made 
special provision for Daniel and his friends and exalted them in 
Babylon and in the king’s court and all seemed well -- until their 
enemies revealed that they would not bow to the heathen idols. 

 
■ Take note here that God was very much at work in this Gentile 
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kingdom.  We saw that clearly revealed as the first chapter 
concludes: 

 
● 1:17 As for these four children, God gave them knowledge and 

skill in all learning and wisdom: and Daniel had understanding 
in all visions and dreams. 

● 1:20 And in all matters of wisdom [and] understanding, that 
the king enquired of them, he found them ten times better than 
all the magicians [and] astrologers that [were] in all his realm. 

 
● And so the theme of Daniel is revealed clearly even in Chapter 4, that 

during this new period, the Times of the Gentiles, God would continue to 
rule in the kingdoms of men: 

 
Dan. 4:17 This matter [is] by the decree of the watchers, and the demand by the 
word of the holy ones: to the intent that the living may know that the most 
High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomsoever he will, and 
setteth up over it the basest of men.  

 
○ Daniel’s prophecies (and as supplemented by Isaiah and Jeremiah) 

will establish once and for all that in every circumstance God 
remains in control, and more so, that God rules even over the hearts 
of sinful kings and rulers in Babylon and Persia. 

 
● But today I want us to consider the background behind chapter 9, one of 

the mountain tops of Biblical revelation.  I want us to see the grandness of 
the revelation given elsewhere in the Old Testament regarding Daniel and 
his prophecies here in this book. 

 
I. An Overview of Daniel, Chapter 9 

 
[READ   ] Dan. 9:1-2, 13  
1 In the first year of Darius the son of Ahasuerus, of the seed of the Medes, 
which was made king over the realm of the Chaldeans; 
2 In the first year of his reign I Daniel understood by books the number of the 
years, whereof the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah the prophet, that he 
would accomplish seventy years in the desolations of Jerusalem. 
. . . 
13 As [it is] written in the law of Moses, all this evil is come upon us: yet made we 
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not our prayer before the LORD our God, that we might turn from our iniquities, 
and understand thy truth. 

 
● Note well that the Lord God continues to make it clear to his people that 

judgment is coming if they do not honor his law as given through Moses. 
Now, when the time has come and the people have been carried out of 
Judah into captivity, it stands written to be in due time an encouragement 
indeed for his people as they have been so long in bondage in Babylon and 
Persia.  For nearly many, many centuries they had been disobedient!  And 
still God had been merciful -- until the appointed time.  

 
● And if there was an appointed time for their captivity, then there must also 

be an appointed time for their deliverance!  Amen and amen.  God sees the 
end from the beginning, remember?  What an encouragement for us today 
as well perhaps suffereing many disappointments and undergoing trials 
that seem beyond our limited means perhaps.  Trust in God and in the 
promises he has given.  He shall never leave us nor forsake us, of that we 
can be sure. 

 
[READ   ] Dan. 9:18-21  
18 O my God, incline thine ear, and hear; open thine eyes, and behold our 
desolations, and the city which is called by thy name: for we do not present our 
supplications before thee for our righteousnesses, but for thy great mercies. 
19 O Lord, hear; O Lord, forgive; O Lord, hearken and do; defer not, for thine 
own sake, O my God: for thy city and thy people are called by thy name. 
20 And whiles I [was] speaking, and praying, and confessing my sin and the sin 
of my people Israel, and presenting my supplication before the LORD my God for 
the holy mountain of my God; 
21 Yea, whiles I [was] speaking in prayer, even the man Gabriel, whom I 
had seen in the vision at the beginning, being caused to fly swiftly, touched 
me about the time of the evening oblation. 
. . .  
24 Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and upon thy holy city, 
to finish the transgression, and to make an end of sins, and to make 
reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in everlasting righteousness, and to 
seal up the vision and prophecy, and to anoint the most Holy. 
25 Know therefore and understand, [that] from the going forth of the 
commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem unto the Messiah the 
Prince [shall be] seven weeks, and threescore and two weeks: the street 
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shall be built again, and the wall, even in troublous times. 
 

● This is such a majestic prophecy and one of the greatest in scripture 
concerning the coming Messiah and our savior, the Lord Jesus Christ.  But 
“the rest of the story” merits our keen attention as well. There is a sacred 
scroll at the heart of this story that I want us to look into next so that we 
can understand the full import of all of this.  Understandng the historical 
context of this book of Daniel will be a great blessing to you as it has been 
for so many years for me. 

 
II. The Sacred Scroll and Its Meaning and Significance 

 
○ The historical context of Daniel is revealed in the Pre-exilic prophets 

Isaiah and Jeremiah.  In our last fellowship we saw how even the 
name of the coming Persian king had already been revealed a long 
time before the captivity had occured.  That the amazing reference in 
Isaiah 44 & 45 gives even the very name of Israel’s Gentile deliverer 
should cause all readers to take note.  For nearly two centuries 
BEFORE the event highlighted in Daniel’s prophecies relating to the 
return of the children of Israel to the Land of Promise, God had 
revealed the name of their coming deliverer AND even the year of 
their return from Persian bondage! 

 
[READ   ] Is. 44:28, 45:3-4  
28 That saith of Cyrus, [He is] my shepherd, and shall perform 
all my pleasure: even saying to Jerusalem, Thou shalt be built; 
and to the temple, Thy foundation shall be laid. 
. . .  
3 And I will give thee the treasures of darkness, and hidden 
riches of secret places, that thou mayest know that I, the 
LORD, which call [thee] by thy name, [am] the God of Israel. 
4 For Jacob my servant's sake, and Israel mine elect, I have 
even called thee by thy name: I have surnamed thee, though 
thou hast not known me. 
 

● What a prophecy indeed.  We can only imagine how hope was 
brought to the hearts of God’s people Israel through this word once 
this had been revealed to his people in bondage for so long.  And 
what must it have been like for the one who discovered this 
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revelation “in the sacred books” brought into Babylon, the books of 
God’s preserved word that contained this prophecy.  

 
● But this is not all.  In chapter 36 of the prophet Jeremiah we learn 

that another prophet was used by the Lord to set aside Israel for the 
Babylonian Captivity. 
 
Jer. 36:1-8  
1 And it came to pass in the fourth year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah 
king of Judah, [that] this word came unto Jeremiah from the LORD, 
saying, 
2 Take thee a roll of a book, and write therein all the words that I 
have spoken unto thee against Israel, and against Judah, and against 
all the nations, from the day I spake unto thee, from the days of 
Josiah, even unto this day. 
3 It may be that the house of Judah will hear all the evil which I 
purpose to do unto them; that they may return every man from his 
evil way; that I may forgive their iniquity and their sin. 
4 Then Jeremiah called Baruch the son of Neriah: and Baruch wrote 
from the mouth of Jeremiah all the words of the LORD, which he had 
spoken unto him, upon a roll of a book. 
5 And Jeremiah commanded Baruch, saying, I [am] shut up; I cannot go 
into the house of the LORD: 
6 Therefore go thou, and read in the roll, which thou hast written 
from my mouth, the words of the LORD in the ears of the people in 
the LORD'S house upon the fasting day: and also thou shalt read 
them in the ears of all Judah that come out of their cities. 
7 It may be they will present their supplication before the LORD, and 
will return every one from his evil way: for great [is] the anger and 
the fury that the LORD hath pronounced against this people. 
8 And Baruch the son of Neriah did according to all that Jeremiah the 
prophet commanded him, reading in the book the words of the LORD 
in the LORD'S house. 

 
● But consider the context of this before we proceed.  Many years 

before, in Judah, the young boy Jeremiah was born as the son of the 
high priest, Hilkiah. 

 
[READ   ] 2 Kings 22:8 And Hilkiah the high priest said unto Shaphan 
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the scribe, I have found the book of the law in the house of the 
LORD. And Hilkiah gave the book to Shaphan, and he read it. 

 
● And remember Jeremiah’s testimony of the finding of this book of 

the law written in chapter 15: 
 

Jer. 15:16 Thy words were found, and I did eat them; and thy word 
was unto me the joy and rejoicing of mine heart: for I am called by 
thy name, O LORD God of hosts. 
 

● So now, after all these years of preparation God had ordained for the 
prophet Jeremiah to be the very instrument for the setting aside of 
his people and nation as he raises up a Gentile king and nation 
against them because they had not obeyed the word of the Lord God 
and the time of their judgment had finally arrived: 

 
[READ   ] Jer. 25:3 From the thirteenth year of Josiah the son of 
Amon king of Judah, even unto this day, that [is] the three and 
twentieth year, the word of the LORD hath come unto me, and I have 
spoken unto you, rising early and speaking; but ye have not 
hearkened. 
 
[READ   ] Jer. 25:10-13  
10 Moreover I will take from them the voice of mirth, and the voice of 
gladness, the voice of the bridegroom, and the voice of the bride, the 
sound of the millstones, and the light of the candle. 
11 And this whole land shall be a desolation, [and] an astonishment; 
and these nations shall serve the king of Babylon seventy years. 
12 And it shall come to pass, when seventy years are accomplished, 
[that] I will punish the king of Babylon, and that nation, saith the 
LORD, for their iniquity, and the land of the Chaldeans, and will make 
it perpetual desolations. 
13 And I will bring upon that land all my words which I have pronounced 
against it, [even] all that is written in this book, which Jeremiah hath 
prophesied against all the nations. 
 

● 23 years had passed from when the original autograph of Moses Law 
was discovered by Jeremiah’s father hidden in the wall of the temple 
as it was being rebuilt (for it had falled into ruin our of neglect or 
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worse). 
 

● And this man Jeremiah had loved the word of the law all of these 
years and had been faithful to proclaim it to the people - but they had 
not received it and had not repented of their evil ways.  So now the 
Lord reveals that he will bring judgment upon the nation and its 
people, BUT, after a preordained period of time (seventy years) he 
would deliver his people from bondage.  But when the sacred scroll 
containing the words of the living God as revealed to Jeremiah are 
read before the king, they are rejected and even worse, they are 
burned! 

 
[READ   ] Jer. 36:1-3, 21-24 
1 And it came to pass in the fourth year of Jehoiakim the son of 
Josiah king of Judah, [that] this word came unto Jeremiah from the 
LORD, saying, 
2 Take thee a roll of a book, and write therein all the words that I 
have spoken unto thee against Israel, and against Judah, and against 
all the nations, from the day I spake unto thee, from the days of 
Josiah, even unto this day. 
3 It may be that the house of Judah will hear all the evil which I 
purpose to do unto them; that they may return every man from his 
evil way; that I may forgive their iniquity and their sin. 

 
 
 

. . . 
21 So the king sent Jehudi to fetch the roll: and he took it out of Elishama 
the scribe's chamber. And Jehudi read it in the ears of the king, and in the 
ears of all the princes which stood beside the king. 
22 Now the king sat in the winterhouse in the ninth month: and [there 
was a fire] on the hearth burning before him. 
23 And it came to pass, [that] when Jehudi had read three or four 
leaves, he cut it with the penknife, and cast [it] into the fire that [was] 
on the hearth, until all the roll was consumed in the fire that [was] on 
the hearth. 
24 Yet they were not afraid, nor rent their garments, [neither] the 
king, nor any of his servants that heard all these words. 
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● So the king and the people do not repent.  The scroll has been 
burned. 

 
[READ   ] Jer. 36:27-28, 32  
27 Then the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah, after that the king 
had burned the roll, and the words which Baruch wrote at the mouth 
of Jeremiah, saying, 
28 Take thee again another roll, and write in it all the former words 
that were in the first roll, which Jehoiakim the king of Judah hath 
burned. 
. . . 
32 Then took Jeremiah another roll, and gave it to Baruch the scribe, 
the son of Neriah; who wrote therein from the mouth of Jeremiah all 
the words of the book which Jehoiakim king of Judah had burned in 
the fire: and there were added besides unto them many like words. 
 

● This was therefore a momentous occasion indeed. The Lord had 
given Judah one last chance to mend their ways, to repent of their 
disobedience and lawlessness, but they would not. 

 
● So God preserved his words through Jeremiah even though the 

captivity of his people was now assured. Their final rebellion had 
secured this consequence.  The provision in Moses Law for this 
would be fulfilled.   Amen. 

 
Conclusions: 
 

● Hope upon hope is the theme of these books of scripture. 
○ The Festival of Purim established a hope for God’s people Israel as it 

was shown so clearly in history that God can even work though the 
apparent randomness of the dice as he turns the heathen religious 
system of lots (Purim means “lots”) into circumstances for the 
deliverance of his people in Persia.  

○ That Festival of Purim will continue throughout the coming Great 
Tribulation and also throughout the Millennial Kingdom giving hope 
to his people as they remember yearly his care for them. 

 
● Now in Daniel’s days as we have seen, God revealed to and through Daniel 

his servant and prophet how he would soon deliver his people according to 
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promises made 200 years before (in the Isaiah case) and just before the 
beginning of the captivity (in the Jeremiah case).  So hope upon hope for 
his people Israel is so clearly revealed here in these pages of sacred 
scripture.  

 
○ Jeremiah was used to reveal the coming fact and the duration of 

Israel’s bondage in Persia and Babylon.  Jeremiah’s life had already 
been transformed by “eating” the word of the Lord when he was but 
a youth.  The the exact duration was revealed.  Later he was used to 
pen the words regarding Israel’s “final” chance of repentence and 
then the word concerning their captivity. 

 
○ How this word transformed his life and the lives of so many in Judah 

and later in Babylon and Persia as Daniel read those very words and 
proclaimed them to all. 

 
● And then, most importantly, Daniel reveals the great 70 week prophecy as it 

had been revealed to him by the Archangel Gabriel. . . save for next time!! 
  

● What does it mean of us today, Gentiles living under the abundance of 
grace?  Well, it means very much.  May God be praised that he has given 
us his word of truth. 
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