
“Great Dispensational Moments - The Pentecostal or Holy Spirit ‘Dispensation’” 

Review:  

The Kingdom: Foretold in Prophecy - Jer./Ezek./Isaiah/Etc. 
The Kingdom: Prepared - John - Prepare the Way of the Lord 
The Kingdom: Declared as “At Hand”: The Lord, the disciples/apostles 
The Kingdom: Preached / Offered: Peter - Acts 2 & 3 
The Kingdom: Rejected - Acts 8 & 28 
The Kingdom: Revoked - Paul Saved (Acts 9) & Sent (Acts 13) as Apostle of 
the Gentiles 
The Kingdom: Restored - Revelation 

● Context, context, context! 
● Scope: Near / Far 

● The First Preaching / Offer of the Kingdom:  Acts 2 

○ I hope in our study last time in Acts 2 you have not failed to see what 
is so important to see here, that Peter’s words that were intended to 
bring fear of imminent judgment to the heart of everyone hearing his 
words: 

Acts 2:23-24   . . . Him, being delivered by the determinate counsel 
and foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, and by wicked hands 
have crucified and slain. Whom God hath raised up, having loosed 
the pains of death: because it was not possible that he should be 
holden of it. 

Acts 2:34-36 
34 For David is not ascended into the heavens: but he saith himself, 
The LORD said unto my Lord, Sit thou on my right hand, 
35 Until I make thy foes thy footstool. 
36 Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly, that God 
hath made that same Jesus, whom ye have crucified, both Lord and 
Christ. 

Acts 2:37-40 
37 Now when they heard [this], they were pricked in their heart, and said 
unto Peter and to the rest of the apostles, Men [and] brethren, what shall 
we do? 
38 Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of 
you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye 
shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. 



39 For the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all that 
are afar off, [even] as many as the Lord our God shall call. 
40 And with many other words did he testify and exhort, saying, 
Save yourselves from this untoward generation. 

○ Israel’s unbelief surely must change before Christ returns to this 
earth to establish his Kingdom as we can clearly see here in Acts 2 
with Peter’s preaching.  For on the day of Pentecost Peter was 
emboldened by the Holy Spirit to preach to the assembled 
multitudes gathered in Jerusalem on this day.  His message was one 
of repentance, baptism and surely calling and faith as well.  About 
2000 Jews were saved from many countries that were in Jerusalem 
on pilgrimage. 

● The Second Preaching / Offer of the Kingdom:  Acts 3 

[READ   ] Acts 3:12, 14 
12 And when Peter saw [it], he answered unto the people, Ye men of Israel, why 
marvel ye at this? or why look ye so earnestly on us, as though by our own 
power or holiness we had made this man to walk? [Miracle authenticating 
message of the Kingdom] 

. . .


14 But ye denied the Holy One and the Just, and desired a murderer to be 
granted unto you;

15 And killed the Prince of life, whom God hath raised from the dead; whereof 
we are witnesses.


16 And his name through faith in his name hath made this man strong, whom ye 
see and know: yea, the faith which is by him hath given him this perfect 
soundness in the presence of you all.  [Signs and wonders again 
authenticate the message]


. . . 

19 Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted 
out, when the times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the 
Lord; 
20 And he shall send Jesus Christ, which before was preached unto you: 
21 Whom the heaven must receive until the times of restitution of all 
things, which God hath spoken by the mouth of all his holy prophets since 
the world began.  [The preaching of the gospel of the Kingdom - to the 
Jews] 
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I. The Pentecostal or Holy Spirit Dispensation - Its Gospel: 

○ So what was the essence of this preaching?  

■ The necessity for calling upon the name of the Lord 
■ Repentance regarding the coming Kingdom and the implied 

submission to the rule of the Law of the Kingdom (turning 
them away from their sins) 

■ Water baptism (as a sign of cleansing ceremonially) 
■ The promise of forgiveness (at a future time) 
■ The promise of the giving of the Holy Spirit 
■ The fulfillment that signs and wonders would follow the 

preaching of the Kingdom 
■ The promise of “restitution of all things” being fulfilled by 

Jesus Christ 
■ The promise that all that the prophets had spoken would be 

fulfilled 
■ And it was all for Israel first. Amen and amen.  

○ So it is clear.  A PERSONAL FAITH WAS REQUIRED FOR 
SALVATION.  As Paul writes in Romans chapter 10 and verse 14, no 
one can truly call on the name of the Lord without faith, and this faith 
is a work in the heart, verse 10.  But let us not forget that the content 
of the faith depends on the gospel preached.  It is not simply faith in 
Jesus but faith through the word preached.  This is most important 
to keep in mind.  Here the faith is faith in Israel’s Messiah and 
coming King, Jesus. 

■ In this gospel Peter preached there is clearly included the 
necessity that one “call on the name of the [risen] Lord Jesus” 
for salvation (Acts 2:17-21 & Joel 2:32) 

■ Take note that in the gospel Peter preached there was 
included a water baptism, called here the “baptism of 
repentance”. And not only was this baptism preached but also 
there was a specific repentance required.  Indeed, the baptism 
preached was called a “baptism of repentance” for that 
reason.  

■ It is so clear that the gospel Paul preached was quite different 
in significant ways and significant indeed it the consequence 
of believing that gospel quite different.  The baptizing with the 
Holy Spirit and all that that produced is most remarkable.  We 
will be learning more about those consequences today.  
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■ For Paul did not come preaching a baptism but a finished 

work of Christ on the cross of Calvary.  This preaching he 
called the “preaching of the cross” [see 1 Cor. 1:17-18 for this 
clear revelation].  With Paul’s gospel the free gift of full and 
complete forgiveness is a present reality.  We have that fully 
now under grace [see Eph. 1:7 & Col. 1:14; Heb. 10:18 and also  
Acts:26:18] 

■ But under the preaching of the Kingdom (as in Acts 2 here) 
there is no actual forgiveness available for it awaits the 
foundation of the Kingdom.  But the Holy Spirit was given as a 
down payment on that Kingdom gift.  Chapter 3 (see verse 19) 
will reveal more about this as we shall see shortly today. 

■ Finally, this repentance that was required here in this 
“Pentecostal” context was regarding Israel’s rejection of their 
Messiah.  Their sins in a larger sense are not mentioned 
although surely their failure to keep the Law as required would 
play a role.  That legal obedience is highlighted in fact here in 
Acts 3:22 (and in Ezekiel 36).  But Paul’s gospel makes it 
crystal clear that Christ’s death was “for our sins” and this is 
extremely significant.  Repentance for Gentiles today is in 
reference to the preaching of the gospel of grace.  As Paul 
refers to it in Acts 20:21, it is “repentance towards God and 
faith in our Lord Jesus Christ”: 

[READ   ] Acts 3:22-26 
22 For Moses truly said unto the fathers, A prophet shall the Lord 
your God raise up unto you of your brethren, like unto me; him 
shall ye hear in all things whatsoever he shall say unto you. 
23 And it shall come to pass, [that] every soul, which will not hear 
that prophet, shall be destroyed from among the people. 
24 Yea, and all the prophets from Samuel and those that follow 
after, as many as have spoken, have likewise foretold of these 
days. 
25 Ye are the children of the prophets, and of the covenant which 
God made with our fathers, saying unto Abraham, And in thy seed 
shall all the kindreds of the earth be blessed. 
26 Unto you first God, having raised up his Son Jesus, sent him 
to bless you, in turning away every one of you from his iniquities. 

■ So what have we learned here about what God was doing in 
those “Pentecostal” times not long after that first Pentecostal 
event: 
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● That the Lord Jesus is “that prophet” that Moses had 
wrote about so long before 

● That those that “hear him” will be delivered from 
coming judgment 

● That those that will not “hear him” will be “destroyed”  
from the nation of Israel, that is, removed 

● That “all the prophets” from Samuel onwards wrote of 
“these days” 

● That this prophetic revelation was all about “the seed” 
promised 

● That this Jesus is “that seed” and is indeed the Seed of 
the woman. 

● That the blessing of God is to be gained only in him “in 
turning away every one of you from his iniquities” 

○ So we see here in chapters 2 and 3 A GOSPEL WAS PREACHED and 
it is indeed one very different from the one Paul preached.  They may 
be easily  CONTRASTED: 

■ Faith plus Works required for salvation / works prohibited, 
faith alone is required 

■ Repentance regarding the King and his soon to be initiated 
Kingdom on Earth / repentance regarding our sin and our sins 
and God’s provision of a completed redemption through 
Jesus Christ. 

■ But in both cases it is a faith towards the risen Son of God 
who is the savior, Jesus Christ. 

II. The Pentecostal or Holy Spirit Dispensation - Its Character: 

○ There are found revealed here in these chapters in the book of the 
Acts many characteristics revealed of this mighty work of the Spirit 
that begun on the day of Pentecost and continued for some years 
after that.  Far from this being a great work of God in the formation 
of the church the Body of Christ (as is taught by so many), it was 
clearly rather the foreshadowing as we have seen of the prophesied 
work of God through the Holy Spirit as God prepares for the coming 
return of the Lord and the establishing of the long awaited earthly 
Kingdom: 

[READ   ] Acts 4:1-4 
1 And as they spake unto the people, the priests, and the captain of the temple, 
and the Sadducees, came upon them, 
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2 Being grieved that they taught the people, and preached through Jesus the 
resurrection from the dead. 
3 And they laid hands on them, and put [them] in hold unto the next day: for it 
was now eventide. 
4 Howbeit many of them which heard the word believed; and the number of the 
men was about five thousand. 

○ The resurrection was preached by Peter body, apparently both of 
Christ and his saints and many more believed, so that the total was 
now about 5000 (men) 

[READ   ] Acts 4:5-12 
5 And it came to pass on the morrow, that their rulers, and elders, and scribes, 
6 And Annas the high priest, and Caiaphas, and John, and Alexander, and as 
many as were of the kindred of the high priest, were gathered together at 
Jerusalem. 
7 And when they had set them in the midst, they asked, By what power, or by 
what name, have ye done this? 
8 Then Peter, filled with the Holy Ghost, said unto them, Ye rulers of the people, 
and elders of Israel, 
9 If we this day be examined of the good deed done to the impotent man, by 
what means he is made whole; 
10 Be it known unto you all, and to all the people of Israel, that by the name of 
Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom ye crucified, whom God raised from the dead, 
[even] by him doth this man stand here before you whole. 
11 This is the stone which was set at nought of you builders, which is become 
the head of the corner. 
12 Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under 
heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved. 

○ The formal leaders of the Jewish nation are determined to destroy 
this faith and Peter is required to testify regarding it in the light of 
the public healing of the man crippled from birth.  

○ Peter provides a simple explanation:  Israel’s Messiah has come to 
his people and has been rejected and killed at the hand of the 
unbelieving Jewish nation. 

○ The clear implications of this are that salvation from the coming 
judgment is through no one but Jesus:  “for there is none other 
name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.”, 
verse 12. 

[READ   ] Acts 4:23-31 
23 And being let go, they went to their own company, and reported all that the 
chief priests and elders had said unto them. 
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24 And when they heard that, they lifted up their voice to God with one accord, 
and said, Lord, thou [art] God, which hast made heaven, and earth, and the sea, 
and all that in them is: 
25 Who by the mouth of thy servant David hast said, Why did the heathen rage, 
and the people imagine vain things? 
26 The kings of the earth stood up, and the rulers were gathered together 
against the Lord, and against his Christ. 
27 For of a truth against thy holy child Jesus, whom thou hast anointed, both 
Herod, and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles, and the people of Israel, were 
gathered together, 
28 For to do whatsoever thy hand and thy counsel determined before to be 
done. 
29 And now, Lord, behold their threatenings: and grant unto thy servants, 
that with all boldness they may speak thy word, 
30 By stretching forth thine hand to heal; and that signs and wonders may 
be done by the name of thy holy child Jesus. 
31 And when they had prayed, the place was shaken where they were 
assembled together; and they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and they 
spake the word of God with boldness. 

○ Peter and the others preach boldly “in unison” concerning the risen 
Christ, Israel’s Messiah and King against the people and their 
leaders, as was done before (Acts 2 & 3).  The request is made that 
God would show his power with mighty signs and wonders.  And he 
answers their prayers with even more Spirit-enabled boldness to 
continue the preaching of the coming King and Kingdom (and their 
impending judgment!)  

○ The sovereign plan of God Almighty had brought them to this place 
and it is not their turn to hear the word of the Lord, if only they 
would.  

[READ   ] Acts 4:32-37 
32 And the multitude of them that believed were of one heart and of one 
soul: neither said any [of them] that ought of the things which he 
possessed was his own; but they had all things common. 
33 And with great power gave the apostles witness of the resurrection of 
the Lord Jesus: and great grace was upon them all. 
34 Neither was there any among them that lacked: for as many as were 
possessors of lands or houses sold them, and brought the prices of the 
things that were sold, 
35 And laid [them] down at the apostles' feet: and distribution was made 
unto every man according as he had need. 
36 And Joses, who by the apostles was surnamed Barnabas, (which is, 
being interpreted, The son of consolation,) a Levite, [and] of the country of 
Cyprus, 
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37 Having land, sold [it], and brought the money, and laid [it] at the 
apostles' feet. 

○ Now we see the consequence in those days of believing this gospel, 
and there were many. But most noticeable here is their unity of 
fellowship and their mutual care for one another. 

■ No one had any needs since everything was shared in 
common (verses 32-34) and you will recall Acts 2:44-46 where 
we saw the same effect of the coming of the Holy Spirit upon 
them all on the day of Pentecost. 

■ Such a difference today!  We do not do this today and in fact it 
is not in the plan of God for this dispensation as we can easily 
see as we continue in the book of Acts past chapter 9 and the 
salvation of the apostle Paul.  For this is a Kingdom 
manifestation and requires the specific work of the Holy Spirit 
among all true believers as is indicated here. 

■ And so the stage is set for the next phase of this “Pentecostal 
Dispensation” as the next verses show: 

Acts 2:44-47 
44 And all that believed were together, and had all things common; 
45 And sold their possessions and goods, and parted them to all [men], as every 
man had need. 
46 And they, continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread 
from house to house, did eat their meat with gladness and singleness of heart, 
47 Praising God, and having favour with all the people. And the Lord added to 
the church daily such as should be saved. 

● So the power of the Holy Spirit with signs and wonders and a spirit-
controlled unity was evidence of God’s presence and work.  They were 
indeed being prepared for the coming of the Lord.  They shared all things 
in common and were cleansed from iniquity and from the evil generation 
that surrounded them on every side. [Not as communist societies in our 
contemporary world] 

● The explanation of all of this is so clear when we keep in mind what the 
prophet Ezekiel wrote in chapters 36 and 37: 

Ezek. 36:24-28 
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24 For I will take you from among the heathen, and gather you out of all 
countries, and will bring you into your own land. 
25 Then will I sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye shall be clean: from all your 
filthiness, and from all your idols, will I cleanse you. 
26 A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within you: and I will 
take away the stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give you an heart of flesh. 
27 And I will put my spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes, 
and ye shall keep my judgments, and do [them]. 
28 And ye shall dwell in the land that I gave to your fathers; and ye shall be my 
people, and I will be your God. 

○ It is the Holy Spirit in his Pentecostal Ministry here that has 
accomplished this great work.  All believers are part of that, not just 
some.  

○ Next time we will continue with this theme, Lord willing.  

Conclusions and Exhortation: 

Pentecost that year, as described in detail in Acts 2, was a very special day 
indeed.  But not because it was the birthday of the Church of which we are 
members by God’s abundant grace.  Rather, it was another step forward in the 
work of God towards his people Israel.  For the salvation of the nation as required 
for the establishing of Christ’s earthly Kingdom, this people are given another 
opportunity to receive their Messiah and King.  About 2000 souls were saved on 
that great day.  They were all Jews out of every nation under heaven it says in 
Acts 2.  

Peter’s Holy Spirit enabled preaching of the Kingdom and of God’s program for 
entry into it was provided the framework for God’s preparing a people for his 
name and therefore for the return of the Lord.  Some prophecies had been 
fulfilled and many prophesied events had been foreshadowed on the day of 
Pentecost and then as the events developed after that. 

The message continued to be preached as time passed.  In chapter 3 we read of 
even more being saved.  Peter is enabled to preach boldly again this same 
message and now about 5000 believers (just counting the men as was the 
custom) were part of the assembly (Acts 4:4). 

But let me again remind you that this gospel preached by Peter was not the 
gospel of the grace of God based on the completed, finished, work of Christ on 
the cross of Calvary.  That gospel was as you are aware still unknown since it 
was given to the Apostle Paul some years later as part of the Mystery or Sacred 
Secret given to him for the Gentiles.  Today we are saved by believing that gospel 
as Paul preached it.  No salvation is available today except through that gospel 
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and its accompanying faith apart from any and all works.  Amen and amen.  Christ 
shed his blood for our sins and that has made all the difference.  Amen. 

Your questions / comments?  Isn’t pure grace wonderful?  It does change 
everything, doesn’t it?  Enjoy it and rest - He is working out such a great plan of 
redemption today.  Israel (as a believing nation finally) shall be blessed later!  
Amen. 

	 �10


