
“Great Dispensational Moments -  
The Pentecostal or Holy Spirit ‘Dispensation’ - Part 2” 

GREAT CONTRASTS HERE ALL AROUND WITH OUR GRACE DISPENSATION 
TODAY!!!!  OUR PURPOSE is to show these so the full glory of Christ’s completed 
salvation under the abundance of his grace is a reality for each of us. 

Review:  

The Kingdom: Foretold in Prophecy - Jer./Ezek./Isaiah/Etc. 
The Kingdom: Prepared - John - Prepare the Way of the Lord 
The Kingdom: Declared as “At Hand”: The Lord, the disciples/apostles 
The Kingdom: Preached / Offered: Peter - Acts 2 & 3 
The Kingdom: Rejected - Acts 8 & 28 
The Kingdom: Revoked - Paul Saved (Acts 9) & Sent (Acts 13) as Apostle 
of the Gentiles 
The Kingdom: Restored - The prophets, both Old and New Testament, plus 
the book of Revelation 

Pentecost that year, as described in detail in Acts 2, was a very special day 
indeed.  But not because it was the birthday of the Church of which we are 
members by God’s abundant grace.  Rather, it was another step forward in 
the work of God towards his people Israel.  For the salvation of the nation 
as required for the establishing of Christ’s earthly Kingdom, this people are 
given another opportunity to receive their Messiah and King.  About 2000 
souls were saved on that great day.  They were all Jews out of every nation 
under heaven it says in Acts 2.  

The message continued to be preached as time passed.  In chapter 3 we 
read of even more being saved.  Peter is enabled to preach boldly again 
this same message and now about 5000 believers (just counting the men 
as was the custom) were part of the assembly (Acts 4:4). 

Then comes chapter 5 where we see that the demand for obedience under 
the terms of a Kingdom Law (for the preaching of the Kingdom about to 
come required obedience) is met with a severe judgment that is 
appropriate for that dispensational rule.  We will continue with that today 
after finishing a quick review of Acts chapters 2-4. 

• The First Preaching / Offer of the Kingdom:  Acts 2 

Acts 2:37-40 
37 Now when they heard [this], they were pricked in their heart, and said unto 
Peter and to the rest of the apostles, Men [and] brethren, what shall we do? 



38 Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in 
the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the 
gift of the Holy Ghost. 
39 For the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all that are afar 
off, [even] as many as the Lord our God shall call. 
40 And with many other words did he testify and exhort, saying, Save 
yourselves from this untoward generation. 

• The Second Preaching / Offer of the Kingdom:  Acts 3 

Acts 3:19-21 Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be 
blotted out, when the times of refreshing shall come from the presence of 
the Lord; 
20 And he shall send Jesus Christ, which before was preached unto you: 
21 Whom the heaven must receive until the times of restitution of all 
things, which God hath spoken by the mouth of all his holy prophets since 
the world began.  [The preaching of the gospel of the Kingdom - to the 
Jews] 

• The Pentecostal or Holy Spirit Dispensation - Its Gospel: 

○ In the gospel Peter preached there in Acts we see clearly the 
necessity that one “call on the name of the [risen] Lord Jesus” for 
salvation (Acts 2:17-21 & Joel 2:32).  Of course doing this properly 
required a true faith through what Peter had preached. 

○ Take note that in the gospel Peter preached there was included a 
water baptism, called here the “baptism of repentance”. And not only 
was this baptism preached but also there was a specific repentance 
required.  Indeed, the baptism preached was called a “baptism of 
repentance” for that reason.  

○ Finally, this repentance that was required here in this “Pentecostal” 
context was regarding Israel’s rejection of their Messiah.  Their sins 
in a larger sense are not mentioned although surely their failure to 
keep the Law as required would play a role.  That legal obedience is 
highlighted in fact here in Acts 3:22 (and in Ezekiel 36).  But Paul’s 
gospel makes it crystal clear that Christ’s death was “for our sins” 
and this is extremely significant.  Repentance for Gentiles today is in 
reference to the preaching of the gospel of grace.  As Paul refers to it 
in Acts 20:21, it is “repentance towards God and faith in our Lord 
Jesus Christ”. 

  
○ Paul did not come preaching a baptism but a finished work of Christ 

on the cross of Calvary.  This preaching he called the “preaching of 
the cross” [see 1 Cor. 1:17-18 for this clear revelation].  With Paul’s 
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gospel the free gift of full and complete forgiveness is a present 
reality.  We have that fully now under grace [see Eph. 1:7 & Col. 1:14; 
Heb. 10:18 and also Acts:26:18] 

○ But under the preaching of the Kingdom (as in Acts 2, 3 and 4 here) 
there is no actual forgiveness available YET for it awaits the 
foundation of the Kingdom.  But the Holy Spirit was given as a down 
payment on that Kingdom gift.  Chapter 3 (see verse 19) will reveal 
more about this as we shall see shortly today. 

○ So we see here in chapters 2 and 3 A GOSPEL WAS PREACHED and 
it is indeed one very different from the one Paul preached.  They may 
be easily  CONTRASTED: 

■ Faith plus Works required for salvation VS. works prohibited, 
faith alone is required 

■ But in both cases it is a faith towards the risen Son of God 
who is the savior, Jesus Christ, but the content of the faith 
differs very greatly.  One looks forward, the other back.  For 
the one salvation is anticipated; for the other it has already 
been secured.  Amen. 

• The Pentecostal or Holy Spirit Dispensation - Its Character: 

○ There are found revealed here in these chapters in the book of the 
Acts many characteristics revealed of this mighty work of the Spirit 
that begun on the day of Pentecost and continued for some years 
after that.  Far from this being a great work of God in the formation 
of the church the Body of Christ (as is taught by so many), it was 
clearly rather the foreshadowing as we have seen of the prophesied 
work of God through the Holy Spirit as God prepares for the coming 
return of the Lord and the establishing of the long awaited earthly 
Kingdom: 

Acts 4:8-12 
8 Then Peter, filled with the Holy Ghost, said unto them, Ye rulers of the people, 
and elders of Israel, 
9 If we this day be examined of the good deed done to the impotent man, by 
what means he is made whole; 
10 Be it known unto you all, and to all the people of Israel, that by the 
name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom ye crucified, whom God raised 
from the dead, [even] by him doth this man stand here before you whole. 
11 This is the stone which was set at nought of you builders, which is 
become the head of the corner. 
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12 Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name 
under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved. 

○ The formal leaders of the Jewish nation are determined to destroy 
this faith and Peter is required to testify regarding it in the light of 
the public healing of the man crippled from birth.  

○ Peter provides a simple explanation:  Israel’s Messiah has come to 
his people and has been rejected and killed at the hand of the 
unbelieving Jewish nation. 

○ The clear implications of this are that salvation from the coming 
judgment is through no one but Jesus:  “for there is none other 
name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.”, 
verse 12. 

■ Take note that there is an intimate connection between “none 
other name” as found here and the signs and wonders being 
experienced in this time.  Chapter 4:27-32 makes that so clear. 

○ Peter and the others preach boldly “in unison” concerning the risen 
Christ, Israel’s Messiah and King against the people and their 
leaders, as was done before (Acts 2 & 3).  The request is made that 
God would show his power with mighty signs and wonders.  And he 
answers their prayers with even more Spirit-enabled boldness to 
continue the preaching of the coming King and Kingdom (and their 
impending judgment!)  

○ The sovereign plan of God Almighty had brought them to this place 
and it is not their turn to hear the word of the Lord, if only they 
would.  

   
[READ   ] Acts 4:32-37 
32 And the multitude of them that believed were of one heart and of one 
soul: neither said any [of them] that ought of the things which he 
possessed was his own; but they had all things common. 
33 And with great power gave the apostles witness of the resurrection of 
the Lord Jesus: and great grace was upon them all. 
34 Neither was there any among them that lacked: for as many as were 
possessors of lands or houses sold them, and brought the prices of the 
things that were sold, 
35 And laid [them] down at the apostles' feet: and distribution was made 
unto every man according as he had need. 
36 And Joses, who by the apostles was surnamed Barnabas, (which is, 
being interpreted, The son of consolation,) a Levite, [and] of the country of 
Cyprus, 
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37 Having land, sold [it], and brought the money, and laid [it] at the 
apostles' feet. 

○ Now we see the consequence in those days of believing this gospel, 
and there were many. But most noticeable here is their unity of 
fellowship and their mutual care for one another. 

■ No one had any needs since everything was shared in 
common (verses 32-34) and you will recall Acts 2:44-46 where 
we saw the same effect of the coming of the Holy Spirit upon 
them all on the day of Pentecost. 

■ Such a difference today!  We do not do this today and in fact it 
is not in the plan of God for this dispensation as we can easily 
see as we continue in the book of Acts past chapter 9 and the 
salvation of the apostle Paul.  For this is a Kingdom 
manifestation and requires the specific work of the Holy Spirit 
among all true believers as is indicated here. 

● Much of “communism” in our world is based on a 
misinterpretation of the Sermon on the Mount and these 
scriptures in Acts.  Without the miraculous working of 
the Holy Spirit there can be no “kingdom” work as 
described here.  Our scripture today proves that. 

■ And so the stage is set for the next phase of this “Pentecostal 
Dispensation” as the next verses show: 

Acts 2:44-47 
44 And all that believed were together, and had all things common; 
45 And sold their possessions and goods, and parted them to all 
[men], as every man had need. 
46 And they, continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and 
breaking bread from house to house, did eat their meat with 
gladness and singleness of heart, 
47 Praising God, and having favour with all the people. And the 
Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved. 

• So the power of the Holy Spirit with signs and wonders and a spirit-
controlled unity was evidence of God’s presence and work.  They were 
indeed being prepared for the coming of the Lord.  They shared all things 
in common and were cleansed from iniquity and from the evil generation 
that surrounded them on every side. [Not as communist societies in our 
contemporary world] 
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• The explanation of all of this is so clear when we keep in mind what the 
prophet Ezekiel wrote in chapters 36 and 37: 

Ezek. 36:24-28 [Acts 2-8 foreshadows the fulfillment of these prophecies] 
24 For I will take you from among the heathen, and gather you out of all 
countries, and will bring you into your own land. 
25 Then will I sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye shall be clean: from all your 
filthiness, and from all your idols, will I cleanse you. 
26 A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within you: and I will 
take away the stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give you an heart of flesh. 
27 And I will put my spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes, 
and ye shall keep my judgments, and do [them]. 
28 And ye shall dwell in the land that I gave to your fathers; and ye shall be my 
people, and I will be your God. 

○ It is the Holy Spirit in his Pentecostal Ministry here that has 
accomplished this great work.  All believers are part of that, not just 
some.  

○ And any that do not manifest this great work of the Spirit are 
impostors as we shall see here in chapter 5. 

Today: 

• The Pentecostal Dispensation: The Stage is Set 
• The Pentecostal Dispensation: The Judgment Falls 
• The Pentecostal Dispensation: Its End 

I. The Pentecostal Dispensation: The Stage is Set: 

[READ   ] Acts 4:32-37 
32 And the multitude of them that believed were of one heart and of one soul: 
neither said any [of them] that ought of the things which he possessed was his 
own; but they had all things common. 
33 And with great power gave the apostles witness of the resurrection of the 
Lord Jesus: and great grace was upon them all. 
34 Neither was there any among them that lacked: for as many as were 
possessors of lands or houses sold them, and brought the prices of the things 
that were sold, 
35 And laid [them] down at the apostles' feet: and distribution was made unto 
every man according as he had need. 
36 And Joses, who by the apostles was surnamed Barnabas, (which is, being 
interpreted, The son of consolation,) a Levite, [and] of the country of Cyprus, 
37 Having land, sold [it], and brought the money, and laid [it] at the apostles' 
feet. 

[READ   ] Acts 5:1-4  [but NO chapter division here in original] 
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1 But a certain man named Ananias, with Sapphira his wife, sold a possession, 
2 And kept back [part] of the price, his wife also being privy [to it], and brought a 
certain part, and laid [it] at the apostles' feet. 
3 But Peter said, Ananias, why hath Satan filled thine heart to lie to the Holy 
Ghost, and to keep back [part] of the price of the land? 
4 Whiles it remained, was it not thine own? and after it was sold, was it not in 
thine own power? why hast thou conceived this thing in thine heart? thou hast 
not lied unto men, but unto God. 

• This is an historical event — but there is a profound and important 
teaching here as well.  For the work of the Holy Spirit in this Holy Spirit or 
Pentecostal Dispensation is here clearly shown. 

• This is not a mere historical account with no spiritual meaning - for it all 
fits directly into this context as we have been seeing and has a clear 
purpose in the teaching of the Book of the Acts. 

• How many today “lie unto God” and suffer no such judgments?  Clearly 
we are not living in times like this.  Today grace abounds and not law.  
That explains the difference. 

• Our Outline: 

• The Pentecostal Dispensation: The Stage is Set 

II. The Pentecostal Dispensation: The Judgment Falls: 

[READ   ] Acts 5:5-11 
5 And Ananias hearing these words fell down, and gave up the ghost: and 
great fear came on all them that heard these things. 
6 And the young men arose, wound him up, and carried [him] out, and buried 
[him]. 
7 And it was about the space of three hours after, when his wife, not knowing 
what was done, came in. 
8 And Peter answered unto her, Tell me whether ye sold the land for so much? 
And she said, Yea, for so much. 
9 Then Peter said unto her, How is it that ye have agreed together to tempt 
the Spirit of the Lord? behold, the feet of them which have buried thy 
husband [are] at the door, and shall carry thee out. 
10 Then fell she down straightway at his feet, and yielded up the ghost: and the 
young men came in, and found her dead, and, carrying [her] forth, buried [her] 
by her husband. 
11 And great fear came upon all the church, and upon as many as heard 
these things. 
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○ What a difference here between the Grace and its Dispensation and 
the Law of the Pentecostal Dispensation 

■ The context here is found in chapter 2 verse 44 and chapter 4 
verse 32: 

● So it is clear what is implied here.  
● They lived in a perfect communal society 
● This was empowered by the Holy Spirit 

[READ   ] Acts 5:12-16 
12 And by the hands of the apostles were many signs and wonders 
wrought among the people; (and they were all with one accord in 
Solomon's porch. 
13 And of the rest durst no man join himself to them: but the people 
magnified them. 
14 And believers were the more added to the Lord, multitudes both of 
men and women.) 
15 Insomuch that they brought forth the sick into the streets, and 
laid [them] on beds and couches, that at the least the shadow of 
Peter passing by might overshadow some of them. 
16 There came also a multitude [out] of the cities round about unto 
Jerusalem, bringing sick folks, and them which were vexed with 
unclean spirits: and they were healed every one. 

○ What a difference with our current dispensation of the grace of God.  
Again, signs and wonders were the rule of the day in the Pentecostal 
Dispensation. 

Acts 5:17-25 [The religious leaders in Jerusalem rose up against the 
apostles now and imprison them ... signaling the judgment about to 
fall.  Israel's opportunity will quickly come to an end now.] 
17 Then the high priest rose up, and all they that were with him, (which is 
the sect of the Sadducees,) and were filled with indignation, 
18 And laid their hands on the apostles, and put them in the common 
prison. 
19 But the angel of the Lord by night opened the prison doors, and 
brought them forth, and said, 
20 Go, stand and speak in the temple to the people all the words of 
this life.  [“in the temple”:  this is for Jews and proselytes only, not 
Gentiles] 
21 And when they heard [that], they entered into the temple early in 
the morning, and taught. But the high priest came, and they that 
were with him, and called the council together, and all the senate of 
the children of Israel, and sent to the prison to have them brought. 
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22 But when the officers came, and found them not in the prison, 
they returned, and told, 
23 Saying, The prison truly found we shut with all safety, and the 
keepers standing without before the doors: but when we had 
opened, we found no man within. 

[READ   ] Acts 5:26-42 
26 Then went the captain with the officers, and brought them 
without violence: for they feared the people, lest they should have 
been stoned. 
27 And when they had brought them, they set [them] before the 
council: and the high priest asked them, 
28 Saying, Did not we straitly command you that ye should not 
teach in this name? and, behold, ye have filled Jerusalem with your 
doctrine, and intend to bring this man's blood upon us.  
29 Then Peter and the [other] apostles answered and said, We 
ought to obey God rather than men. 
30 The God of our fathers raised up Jesus, whom ye slew and 
hanged on a tree. 
31 Him hath God exalted with his right hand [to be] a Prince and a 
Saviour, for to give repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins. 
32 And we are his witnesses of these things; and [so is] also the 
Holy Ghost, whom God hath given to them that obey him. 
33 When they heard [that], they were cut [to the heart], and took counsel 
to slay them. 
34 Then stood there up one in the council, a Pharisee, named Gamaliel, 
a doctor of the law, had in reputation among all the people, and 
commanded to put the apostles forth a little space; 
35 And said unto them, Ye men of Israel, take heed to yourselves what 
ye intend to do as touching these men. 
36 For before these days rose up Theudas, boasting himself to be 
somebody; to whom a number of men, about four hundred, joined 
themselves: who was slain; and all, as many as obeyed him, were 
scattered, and brought to nought. 
37 After this man rose up Judas of Galilee in the days of the taxing, and 
drew away much people after him: he also perished; and all, [even] as 
many as obeyed him, were dispersed. 
38 And now I say unto you, Refrain from these men, and let them alone: 
for if this counsel or this work be of men, it will come to nought: 
39 But if it be of God, ye cannot overthrow it; lest haply ye be found 
even to fight against God. 
40 And to him they agreed: and when they had called the apostles, 
and beaten [them], they commanded that they should not speak in 
the name of Jesus, and let them go. 
41 And they departed from the presence of the council, rejoicing 
that they were counted worthy to suffer shame for his name. 
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42 And daily in the temple, and in every house, they ceased not to 
teach and preach Jesus Christ. 

• It seems that they had blamed the Romans for the crucifixion of our 
Lord Jesus! 

• But Gamaliel had much wisdom.  In fact, he nearly spoke 
prophetically, as it were.  For indeed it was the work of Almighty God 
that they were seeing in their midst. 

• Our Outline: 

• The Pentecostal Dispensation: The Stage is Set 
• The Pentecostal Dispensation: The Judgment Falls 

III. The Pentecostal Dispensation: Its End: 

• The stage is set but judgment has already begun to fall as we shall see 
next time.  Stephen is emboldened by the Spirit to speak and we shall 
consider his words next time.  Many priests are saved.  But the leaders of 
the nation (religiously, of course) increasingly turn against the apostles 
and reject their message.  From here on it is downhill. 

• Stephen's martyrdom looms large in the next chapter.  Amen and amen. 

• Our Outline: 

• The Pentecostal Dispensation: The Stage is Set 
• The Pentecostal Dispensation: The Judgment Falls 
• The Pentecostal Dispensation: Its End 

Conclusions and Exhortation: 

So we see that there were a great many differences between what Peter and the 
other apostles preached on Pentecost and thereafter with what Paul preached.  
The explanation is that the Dispensational plan of God required it.  This 
dispensation of the Holy Spirit or Pentecostal Dispensation was not the same as 
the Dispensation of the Grace of God that began later with Paul, apostle of the 
Gentiles.  One was Jewish while the other saw Jew and Gentile alike as sinners in 
need of salvation.  And that is a great difference,  The gospel differences reflected 
the differences in the dispensation plan then in effect. 

This gospel preached by Peter was not the gospel of the grace of God based on 
the completed, finished, work of Christ on the cross of Calvary.  That gospel was 
as you are aware still unknown since it was given to the Apostle Paul some years 
later as part of the Mystery or Sacred Secret given to him for the Gentiles.  Today 

	 �10



we are saved by believing that gospel as Paul preached it.  No salvation is 
available today except through that gospel and its accompanying faith apart from 
any and all works. Christ shed his blood for our sins and that has made all the 
difference.  His work regarding our sin is complete and so therefore is our 
salvation.  Amen. 

Your questions / comments?  Isn’t pure grace wonderful?  It does change 
everything, doesn’t it?  Enjoy it and rest - He is working out such a great plan of 
redemption today.  Israel (as a believing nation finally) shall be blessed later!  
Amen. 
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